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[No. 1.] 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

Of his excellency John S. Barry, delivered- in joint 
convention of both houses of the Legislature, on en- 
tering upon his duties as Chief Magistrate of the 
State. 

Fellow citizens of the Senate and House of RepresentcUives : 

Having now taken, in your presence, the oath prescribed by the 
constitution, and accepted the high obligations and responsibilities 
imposed, I enter upon their discharge with unaffected diffidence, and 
with an anxious desire to serve the people to the utmost of my ability. 
It will be my duty to communicate to you, without delay, the situa- 
tion of the state ; but a custom, coeval with the state government, 
requires a brief exposition of my sentiments at this time. I would 
not, willingly, omit any of the proprieties of the occasion, but shall 
trespass on your attention for a few moments only. 

It is our peculiar privilege to live under institutions which secure, 
m harmonious union, universal freedom and equality of rights, and 
the undisputed supremacy of wise and beneficent laws. In the old 
world, an endless struggle is maintained between the liberty of the 
people and the sovereignty of the government Here, government 
is strong only in the affections of the people, whose sovereign will, 
periodically expressed, is the legitimate source of its authority. 
Hence, the ready obedience which its lawful demands ever receive 
from all good citizens. Hence, the general unanim ty with which 
every rank, party and sect, rally to the defence of the country in 
the hour of trial and danger. Hence, amidst all our political and 
religious dissentions, the foundations of society and government are 
never shaken or endangered. Religious zeal, which, in other times, 
has stifled truth or persecuted error by the faggot and the rack, is 
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here displayed only in the conflicts of reason and argument, or in 
emulous labors of beneficence and charity. And political ambition, 
which^ in other lands, points the assassin's dagger at the breast of the 
monarch, or quells the murmurs of a starving people by the tramp* 
ling of horsemen or the roar of cannon, is here exhibited only in 
rival efforts to promote the common weal. All unite to support the 
government of the people, because all enjoy its equal and unspeaka- 
ble benefits. Let iis seek then to maintain our admirable institutions 
in their republican simplicity and purity, in the patriot's hope and 
prayer that they may be perpetual. 

In nothing* gentlemen, is the superiority of republican institutions 
more manifest, than in the ease and simplicity with which they are 
administered. Under monarchial and aristocratic systems which pre- 
vail in other countries, the skill of the most experienced and saga- 
cious statesman is exhausted to preserve the complicated machinery 
of government from disorder. No progress is expected, and the sole 
.hope is to save it from ruin. Vast sums are lavished — ^great armies 
maintained — all the splendors and allurements of a magnificent court 
displayed at infinite cost, and yet the first public calamity spreads 
confusion and alarm throiighout the empire. The cumbrous and ar- 
tificial fabric is ever ready to break into pieces under its own weight* 
But our institutions, founded on the firm basis of nature and equal 
rights, and supported by the mutual interests of the people, are strong 
and prosperous in the simple wisdom of their principles, without the 
dangerous aids and cunning contrivances of subtle politicians. True 
republicans are wise statesmen. Plain men of sound heads and h(v 
nest hearts, untrained in the arts of politics, are found adequate to 
the highest and most responsible duties of government A strict ad- 
herence to the great principles of democracy, is better than a thou- 
sand schemes of political craA. The true aim, indeed, of a repub- 
lican magistrate is, to refrain from the exercise of power not dele- 
gated ; to abstain from all interference with the pursuits of the pri- 
vate citizen, and to give full scope to the inexhaustible energies of a 
free people. Let there be certainty in the laws, economy in expen- 
ditures, and a faithful administration of government, and the people 
will take care of themselves. The main design of a republican go- 
vernment, is to protect the citizen in the enjoyment of his liberty 
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and the property his own industry has acquired. The douhtful doc- 
trines of political expediency, ever varying from the republican 
standard, for the sake of some temporary advantage, lead continually 
to the establishment of special privileges and corporate immunities, 
and to innumerable schemes tending to enrich or elevate the few at 
the expense of the many. Strict adherence to the fundamental prin- 
ciples of republican government, can alone secure, alike to all', the 
inestimable blessings of equal rights. 

Our own state furnishes a striking example of the benign influen- 
ces of republican institutions, while unfortunately the evil eflects of 
a temporary departure from their genuine principles may also be 
gathered from her brief history. Six years have now elapsed smce 
the people of Michigan assumed the rights and responsibilities of 
self-government. DifRculties, still fresh in your recollection, ob- 
structed her admission into the Union, and she finally took her posi- 
tion among the states, only aAer a surrender of a valuable portion 
of her territory. Her subsequent growth has proceeded with a ra- 
pidity unknown in less favored countries, and scarcely equalled by 
any sister state; and if yet inferior to a majority in population and 
wealth, the time is fast approaching when she will be entitled to 
stand in the first rank. The intelligence and enterprise of her peo- 
ple, the salubrity of her climate, th<3 fertility of her soil and her un- 
rivalled position in the midst of navigable waters, washing her shores 
on every side, are sure guaranties of her future prosperity and great- 
ness. The madness of speculation, which at one time pervaded the 
whole country, and which fell with full force upon Michigan, has 
long since subsided. Doubtful enterprizes and hazardous schemes, 
in the hope of sudden wealth, which were encouraged by the spirit 
of that day, have given place to more solid and rational plans for the 
acquimtion of property. The substantial improvement of the coun- 
try every where, begins already to exhibit the fruits of the change. 
Tike stem lessons which the people have learned in this regard, 
cannot iail to make a deep and abiding impression upon them, and 
above all, upon their government. 

It cannot be concealed, that embarrassments of no ordinary mag- 
nitude oppress the fituuices of the state. The public debt is heavy, 
and the immediate demands upon the treasury are beyond its present 
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ability to meet Creditors at home, the justice of whose daims can* 
not be denied, are urgent for payment, and wait but with extreme 
impatience. Abroad, grave questions, involving the extent of our 
liabilities, and which, in their settlement, may deeply affect the char* 
acter of our state, are earnestly presented for our decision. In the 
numerous and perplexing wants of a new country, the weight of 
taxation is already severely felt, and any addition might be borne 
with impatience. 

But while we see and acknowledge the full force of these embar- 
rassments, we should not allow ourselves to be dismayed. When 
we consider the almost boundless resources of Michigan, and recol- 
lect the invincible energies of her people, we are assured that any 
' obstacle will, in time, be overcome. True patriotism, indeed, never 
despairs. The difficulties which environ our path, should serve only 
to quicken our zeal and to prompt us to greater exertion for the 
common good. 

To you, gentlemen, the chosen representatives of the people, are 
committed important trusts, demanding the highest efforts of wisdom 
and patriotism. My best powers shall be devoted with unwavering 
fidelity to aid and co-operate with you in your arduous labors. Un- 
mixed success cannot be hoped for in human afiairs; but, under the 
blessings of Providence, I trust that after a brief period, you will 
be able to return to your constituents^ bearing the proud consoioue' 
^ess of having done something to elevate the character of the states 
and to advance the interests of the people. 



[No. 2.] 
Annual message of the Governor. 

JPellow citizens of the Senate and Howe of Representatives : 

You are assembled by a wise provision of our constitution to per* 
form important duties, which that instrument requires you to dts* 
charge. To you is committed, for the time, the care of our young 
and rising state. On you is devolved the paramount duty of deviling 
such measures as will ensure her prosperity. Yet, while our orguio 
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law thus imposes on you such high duties and responsibilitiee, the same 
organic law, in some degree, comminglea the duties and responsibilt' 
lies of the executive with those more emphatically assigned to you. 
Every bill and resolution, before it takes effect as law, is required to 
be presented to the executive for his approval ; and the executive is 
also required, at every session, to communicate to you, by message, 
the condition of the state, and to recommend such measures as he 
may deem necessary for public good. While, therefore, our duties, 
to some extent, are common, and our responsibilities also common, * 
the interests of our constituents will be best promoted by a cultiva- 
tion of that spirit of harmony which should ever characterize the 
intercourse between the legislative and executive branches of the 
government. 

. During the past year, our free institutions have been preserved to 
us inviolate ; general and almost universal health has prevailed ; 
peace abroad has been maintained, and, at home, we have been pre- 
served from domestic violence ; our fields have produced rich har- 
vests, and plenty and prosperity abound on every hand. For these 
and other manifold blessings, we are indebted to the mercies of Di- 
vine Providence, to whom we should not be forgetful continually to 
render thanka 

The universal education of all claf^ses of our citizens is so neces- 
aary, and its propriety so generally conceded, that I need hardly 
urge upon you its importance. By reference to history we learn, 
and from observation we know, that, just in proportion as the masses 
iutve been enli^tened, in the same proportion have their rights as 
man been protected The rights of personal liberty and of personal 
aeeurity, were never conceded by lords to their vassals, until the lat^ 
tar, after ages of galling oppression and ignominious servitude, by 
degrees, obtained a hold ob the fountain of knowledge. 

The moral and political condition of a people depends, in the main, 
upon the degree of knowledge and amount of useful information dif- 
fu»d abi^ among the masa Within our own recollection, other 
xepoUics have risen and fallen^ and the scenes of intestine commo- 
iion wbdch they have constantly exhibited, and which, sooner or la^ 
tar, have caused their overthrow, resulted from a want of general 
dhoaiioDy and the consequent destitution of virtue in their inbabi- 
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tants. The democracy of learning, if I may be permitted to use the 
expression, is, then, essential to the permanency of a republican go- 
vernment, and we can transmit to the rising generation, the bappy 
political freedom which we enjoy, only by granting them the bene- 
fits of education. They are committed to our keeping, and without 
our fostering care, will grow up in ignorance and vice. 

The revenue for the support of common schools, not derived from 
taxation, consists, mainly, in the interest arising from the proceeds 
of the sale of school lands, and the rents of such portions of them 
as may have been leased. If a judicious and proper use be made of 
this revenue, it is prohable that, at a period not very remotCt if not 
sufficient to educate all the youth of the state, it will at least contri* 
bute much towards that desirable object. 

Above all others, the laws on the subject of common schools should 
be plain, simple, and easy to be understood. They should be as in« 
dependent of all other enactments, as the nature of the case admitSy 
and, to a proper understanding of them, it should not be necessary 
to refer to legislation on other subjects. Such, however, is not the 
present condition of our legislation on this important subject The 
enactments are various and are scattered through many volumes, and 
it is with difficulty even that their meaning can, in all cases, be as-, 
certained. To obviate these objections, I respectfully recommend 
their entire revision. All the various enactments on the subject, 
should be condensed ino one, and published in such convenient form 
as will insure a circulation in every neighborhood and district in the 
state. The lights of experience, and a reference to common school 
systems of other states, may enable you to make such improvements 
as, by giving a new impulse to education, will result in general and 
permanent good. I am, however, induced to believe, that the main 
provisions of the system, as it now exists upon our statute books, 
should be retained, as far as you think the best interests of the pub- 
lic will permit. Innovations should not be admitted, but with abun- 
dant caution, and after the most careful examination. Servile adhe- 
rence to ancient precedents and long established customs, should not, 
however, be permitted to take such entire possession of our minds, 
as thereby to induce us to reject the benefits resulting from an adop- 
tion of the improvements of the age. Among tbe alterations you 



JOINT DOCUMENTS- 16 

may deem advisable to make, perhaps none is more worthy of your 
consideration, than the subject of taxation necessary for the support 
of the system. The right to impose taxes, is one of the highest pre- 
rogatives of sovereignty, and the delegation of that right should be 
made with the greatest caution. Complaints have been made, per- 
haps in some degree well founded, that, in the assessment and col- 
lection of taxes for the erection and repair of school houses, great 
injustice has been done from the unequal manner in which such taxes 
have been levied. If, after inquiring into the causes of such com- 
plaints, you find they really have foundation in truth, you will doubt- 
less correct the evil, by interposing such legislation as the exigency 
of the case may require. 

The office of superintendent of public instruction, is established by 
the constitution itself, and cannot be abolished by law were it even 
deemed advis^le. I cannot, however, refrain from calling your at- 
tention to the fact that the duties of a fiscal character, by law impos- I 
ed upon that officer, are in no wise consistent with the duties of a lit- 
erary character, which it is more particularly his province to per- 
form, and to which end the office itself was constituted. It is, in- 
deed, but seldom we find one and the same individual competent to 
discharge, satisfactorily to himself even, duties so adverse, and which, 
to their proper performance, require order of talent and qualifica- 
tions 80 opposite. While then you cannot, by legislation, abolish 
the office of superintendent of public instruction, it will be entirely 
competent for you to relieve the incumbent of that office from all 
duties of a fiscal character, which are now imposed upon him by 
law. As it is desirable to limit, so far as may be consistent with a 
due regard to public interest, the number of officers who are enti- 
tled to salaries for their services, it may be worthy of your conside- 
ration, in the event you ass'gn to another the fiscal duties of the su- 
perintendent, whether they may, with advantige and safety, be su- 
peradded to thoee of state treasurer or some other state officer. 

14 however, you should be of opinion, that the short period allot- 
ted to your present session, will not give sufficient time and opportu- 
nity for the completion of this object, so desirable, in a manner that 
may be satisfactory to yourselves and most beneficial to the public, 
then, perhaps, it may comport with your views to direct, by law, the 
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superintendent of public instruction to prepare and submit such re- 
vision to you at your next annual meeting. 

The annual report of the regents of the university of Michiganf 
will, doubtless, be transmitted to you by the superintendent of public 
instruction. The usefulness of that institution has, hitherto, been 
restricted to its branche& In them have been taught the elements 
of knowledge and science usually taught in high schools and acade* 
inies, in the eastern states of this Union. Next to common schools, 
the branches of the university are destined to be of the greatest im* 
portance to the people of the state. In the year 1840, the number 
of students was two hundred and forty-eeven. During that year, 
seven branches were in operation, and the sum of 910,188 87, wan 
expended in the payment of salaries of teachers. The two prece- 
ding years, the sum of 813,150 09, was expended for that purpose 
in the same number of branches. In making these large and appa* 
rently enormous expenditures, the motives of the regents are above 
susp'cion. They were, beyond all doubt, actuated by no other than 
motives of public good. It is, however, respectfully submitted te 
your consideration, whether the interests of education would not be 
more eminently promoted by some provision of law, having for its 
object the increase of the number of branches, if available funds for 
that purpose be at command, and the limitation of the amount to be 
appropriated to each. It is believed that a sum of from three to five 
hundred dollars, appropriated by the board, together with such suras 
as should be received for tuition, superadded to such other encourage- 
ment as would, of course, be voluntarily afforded at the places of lo- 
cation, would secure the services of persons well qualified to teach, 
and every way competent to take charge of the branches. If audi 
be the case, of which there can be little doubt, then, with a much 
less expenditure in the aggregate, the number of branches might be 
greatly increased and the benefits of education more extensively dif- 
fused .1 press the subject upon your attention with great earnest- 
ness, because I am of opinion, that the usefulness of the university 
will be incalculably greater to the people of the state through its 
branches, than through the mother institution itself. By means of 
its branches, the blessings of a high grade of education will be 
brought within the reach of nearly all the rising generation, while 
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the number to be instructed in the university proper, must^ compara- 
tively speaking* be necessarily few. Keeping always in view, then, 
the object for which the fund was granted, and, in no degree depart- 
ing from the intentions of the grantors, it is our duty to give such 
direction to the control of this important institution, as will result in 
the greatest good to our fellow citizens and best insure the extension 
of the cause of science. 

By reference to the report of the regents for 1839, it will be seen 
that $26,896 19, were expended in the construction of buildings that 
year, and the further sum of $22,867 22, was expended for the 
same purpose the succeeding year. Thus, in 1839 and 1840, was 
expended the sum of $49,764 41, in erecting buildings for the use 
of the university, and which were not then completed. The amount, 
if any, expended since, is unknown to me. These vast expenditures, 
for the construction of university buildings, as well as those for the 
support of branches, have probably, been made mostly from the pro* 
ceeds o£ a loan made in pursuance of <^ An act to authorize a loan 
of a certain sum of money to the university of Michigan,'' appro- 
ved April 6, 1838. This loan, and the consequent extravagant ex- 
penses incurred, were induced by the paper money mania which« 
with such blighting effects, has pervaded this otherwise happy land. 
No particular blame is to be attached to the regents ; they but par- 
ticipated in the common delusion of their fellow citizens. 

The large and commodious buildings, that have been constructed \ 
with so much expense, will doubtless, at some future period, be want- 
ed for occupation and use ; but the paucity of the university fund, 
and the present and prospective limitation of its availability, should 
have postponed their erection for many years. The whole' expense i 
incurred for cabinet and library, up to and including the year 1840, 
amounts to $9,777 42. This expenditure, though seemingly largOf 
was, if not indispensable to the prosperity of the institution, at least 
IsBB objeetionable than the expenses incuried in erecting such expen* 
^ve building ^ 

By a joint resolution relative to the university of Michigan, ap- 
proved March 25, 1840, it is made the duty of the board of regents 
to report to you such alterations as they deem necessary to be made 
in the laws of the state relative to the university. The only report, 
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made in compliance with this resolution, may be found in the joint 
documents of the last session, and to which I respectfully invite your 
attention. In that report, the regents recommended such alteration 
in the law on that subject, as will give to them the entire trust and 
management of the funds, and, in all other respects, the absolute 
control of the institution, subject and responsible only to the legislar 
ture, to which body they wish to make all reports of their proceed- 
ings. I respectfully recommend this proposition to your serious and 
attentive consideration. The high character of the regents, and their 
experience, derived from long exercise of the functions of their of- 
fice, give additional weight to their recommendation, and will, I am 
certain, ensure that attention from you, which the importance of the 
subject demands. 

It is greatly to be desired, that the true and exact condition of the 
university fund be made known to the public, in order that its capa* 
city for usefulness may be fully understood. The public have an 
intense anxiety to be informed of its ability to give assistance to edq- 
cation, as well by means of its branches already in operation, as by 
others desired in various portions of the state. Such a knowledge 
of the condition of the Aind, is also indispensably necessary to such 
ulterior legislation as, in your wisdom, may be deemed expedient 
I therefore respectfully recommend, that you give the subject in 
charge to some appropriate committee, accompanied with the instruc- 
tion,' that, after having made the inquiry and investigation, they re- 
port the result of their labors for the use of the public 

Among other duties enjoined upon you by the constitution of the 
state, is that of encouraging agricultural improvement The framers 
of that instrument early foresaw, that the greater portion of our 
wealth must be derived from this branch of industry, and wisely pro- 
vided that it should receive the festering care of legislation. The 
great and paramount importance of the agricultural interest wouM, 
I doubt not, without any such injunction, induce you to take it into 
favorable consideration. It is to the cultivation of the soil that our 
citizens are to look, in the main, for prosperity and happiness ; al- 
though other branches of industry can and will be pursued with pro- 
fit and success. Water power is abundant and to be found tn every 
section of the state, and wool can be produced with as little expense 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 19 

^ in any other portion of the Union. The cotton of the aouth con 
be brought to us through the canals of all the adjoining states, with 
inconsiderable expense. Notwithstanding all these great and signal 
advantages in favor of manufactures* we must} at least for many 
years to come, depend, almost wholly, upon the products of agricul* 
tural labor with which, directly or indirectly, to supply all our wants. 
If the habits of our citizens be characterized by industry and econo* 
toy, then, with the blessings of Providence, a competence is sure to 
crown their efifortsi No soil was ever more prolific, or better re- 
warded the husbandman for his toils. The cheapness and facility 
With which our wild lands may be brought into cultivation, can hardly 
be conceived by those who are acquainted only with the heavy forests 
of the eastern states. A great portion of our territory requires lit- 
tle or no preparation for the plough. Wheat is the great staple of 
production, and no soil or climate was, perhaps, ever better adapted 
to Its successful cultivation. I am aware that our present financial 
difficulties oppose an pbstacle, at the present time, to the enactment 
of such liberal provisions, in regard to this subject) as its great im- 
portance demands. It is, however, believed that something may be 
done, that will be of lasting benefit to our agricultural interests, and 
that such measures may be adopted, as, with small expenditure, will 
materially aid in developing the ample resources of the state. In 
^e present crippled condition of our pecuniary afiTairs, you will do 
much in the promotion of public good, if, by some appropriate legis- 
lation, you put within the reach of the husbandman the improve* 
ments and discoveries made in his art by the researches of science, 
^couragement may also be given to this important branch of in- 
dusti^^ by providing for the organization of agricultural societies, 
a^d otherwise encouraging their formation. 

By a combination of circumstances, untoward and militating 
against our interests, and yet beyond our control, Michigan, tl\ough 
now five years an acknowledged member of the Union, has not hith- 
erto secured a full representation in the congress <^ the United States. 
At the time d our application to Congress to be admitted as an inde*. 
pendent state, so many embarrassing circumstances presented them- 
selvee at every step, that, I believe, the question was not raised, and 
if It had been, it is almost certain that it would have had no other 
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effect than that of positponing our admission. This cause of conl^ 
plaint will cease to exist after the next apportionment of memberaf 
of congress, when such number will be assigned to Michigan as her 
population, under the last census, entitles her to claim. It is more 
than probable, however, that the apportionment will not be made be- 
fore your session will be brought to a close. As, in that case, you 
will not be advised of the number of members to which the state will 
be entitled, it will be hardly possible to provide for their election by 
districts, though such method, when practicable, is without doubt the 
best adapted to a representative government, creating, as it does, a 
stronger feeling of responsibility from the representative to his con- 
stituents, and, by consequence, insuring, in his action, a more exact 
conformity to their will. If it should be found not possible to district 
the state at your present session, then two alternatives present tbem- 
selves for your consideration ; the postponement of the election to 
another year, or the enactment of a provision for holding it by gene- 
ral ticket. If the latter mode should meet your approbation, the 
number of members to be elected, when ascertained, may be made 
known to the electors by a proclamation to be issued for that purpose, 
or in such other manner as you may provide by law. 

It is, perhaps, my duty to call your attention to an act of the con- 
gress of the United States, entitled ** An act to appropriate the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption right8,'f 
approved September 4, 1841, and which is herewith transmitted. 
In the first section of thb act, provision is made that Michigan, in 
common with all the new states in which the public domain is situa- 
ted, shall be allowed and paid, over and above what she is entiled to 
by the terms of admission into the Union, the sum of ten per centum 
upon the net proceeds of the sales of the public lands, which, ai\er 
the 31st December last, shall be made in the limits of the state. The 
second section provides, that the net proceeds of all sales of public 
lands in the United States, after deducting the ten per centum given 
to each state on the sales made therein, and the amount allowed by 
compacts of admission and incidental expenses, shall be divided among 
all the slates of the Union and the territories therein, according to 
their respective federal population, to be applied for such purposes 
as their several legislatures may direct The payment of such net 
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proceeds is to be made on the first days of January and Jaly of each 
year, to such person as the legislatures, or the governors, in case the 
legislatures shall have made no such appointment, shall authorize 
and direct. 

In the eighth section, five hundred thousand acres of land, for 
purposes of internal improvement, are given to this state, in common 
with other new states possessing public domain, with the proviso, that 
the amount of land that any such state may have already received, 
shall be deducted from the amount given by the act, and the quan- 
tity given shall be selected by each state within its limits, in such 
manner as its legislature may direct, and be located in parcels of not 
less than three hundred and twenty acres each. 

That portion of the act in question, which proposes, in some d^ 
gree, to do justice to Michigan, by relinquishing to her five hundred 
thousand acres of land for purposes of internal improvement, we can 
readily sanction. Ohio and other new states, have long ago receiv- 
ed the same, or a greater quantity, for like purposes, and no reason 
has existed why the relinquishment of this land should not, ere this, 
have been made in favor of Michigan. You will perceive that an 
act of legislation will be required to direct its location. 

It is not, perhaps, now an appropriate time to detain you with dis- 
cussions of constitutional law on the subject of rightful ownership, 
by the new states, of all unseated and unpatented lands within their 
constitutional limits. Without, however, waiving claim to any rights 
that, on a proper decision of that momentous question, may be found 
vested in* Michigan, we may acquiesce and participate in the benefits 
resulting from the long established policy of the federal government, 
of relinquishing portions of the public domain to the states and ter- 
ritories in which it is situated, for purposes of public improvements 
and general education. That government, claiming, as it does, the 
fee in all such lands, but pnmiotes its own interests by relinquishing 
portions for those purposes. It thus encourages the settlement, and» 
of course, increases the value of the remainder. In appropriating, 
then, the land so relinquished, to the purpose designated in the act, 
the benefits resulting are common to both governments. 

The policy, if not constitutionality even, of other provisions of the 
act, may well be called in question. If the public domain be consi- 
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dered as rightfully appertaining to the states in which it is situated^ 
by reason of their sovereignty, then the distribution of the proceeds 
of their sales does injustice to those states, by giving to others whai 
of right belongs to them. On the other hand, conceding that the 
sovereignty acquired by a state in which public domain is situated, 
does not annul or in any mdnner alter the obligation of the articles 
of cession from the ceding states, and in view of those articles, that 
domain is still considered and held as a common fund for the joint 
benefit of all the states, then the distribution violates the terms of 
cession/ 

The best interest of the people is not promoted by distributing ac 

cruing revenue and supplying its place by increased taxation. Th# 

Western states manufacture less, and, of course, consume more foreign 

articles than the Atlantic states, and they, by consequence, will bear 

a greater share of the burden of increased taxes than their eastern 

neighbors* It is but ill-advised economy, to give away millions of 

money when present wants can only be relieved by resort to loans. 

The objection to a distribution of this portion of revenue, is in no 

degree lessened because it is derived from public lands ; that derived 

from duties on imports could, with equal propriety, be divided among 

the states. The measure has a tendency to consolidate all power in 

the federal government, and to make the sovereign states pensioners 

upon its bounty. The state, by no action of its constituted authori-< 

ties, should commit itself in favor of the principle of distributionu 

We are, in reality, injured by the measure ; for every dollar com« 

ing to our share, we must pay two in additional taxesi Acceptanoe 

of the dividend, if it be deemed advisable to accept, should only be 

under protest against the principle of thd act, accompanied with the 

reservation of right, and declaration of intention, to use all lawful 

means to procure its repeal. 

I herewith transmit, for your consideration, a joint resolution of 
congress, << making it the duty of the attorney general to examine 
into the titles of the lands or sites for the purpose of erecting there- 
on, armories or other public buildings, and for other ptirposss." That 
portion of the resolution, to which your attention is partioolarly in- 
vited, relates to the grant of jurisdiction asked by the United States 
over the lands and sites purchased for the purposes enumerated. 
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The reliiiqiiUimeiit of any portion of sovereignty within our con* 
stitutional limitB, requires serious consideration ; and yet, situated as 
our state is on the frontier of a province of the most powerful king* 
dom in the world, the principle of self-preservation seems to require 
US) by all reasonable conoessionst to encourage the erection of all 
works of defence which the federal government may be desirous to 
establish. For defensive works and barracks, and purchase of site 
at or near Detroit, the sum of fiAy thousand dollars was appropria- 
ted by congress at its last session. \ 
Our works of internal improvement, heretofore projected and pro- 
secuted to the present time, with greater or less efficiency, will claim 
your serious attention. The system, so called, was altogether be- 
yond oar means, and, indeed, embraced projects of improvement that 
were not at the time required for public good. The works projected 
find objects of improvement are as follows: 

1. The central railroad, from Detroit to St Joseph — 'the whole 
length 108 mileS'-^stimated cost, $2,100,160 26. The amount ap^ 
propriated on this work is $1,300)000 00. Amount expended, 91,-t 
003,484 41, leaving an unexpended balance of $236,515 59. 

2. The southern railroad, from Monroe, on lake Erie, to New 
Buffalo, on lake Michigan — length, 170 miles-— estimated cost, $1,«* 
918,509 47. Amount appropriated, $750,000 00 ; expended on 
tine work, $668,988 55, leaving an unexpended balance of $81, -t 
Oil 45. 

8. The northern railroad, from Port Huron, on St Glair river, to 
lake Michigan, in the county of Ottawa— length, 201 1-2 miles — 
estimated cost, $1,509,515 75. The amount appropriated on this 
work is $150,000 00, of which have been expended $77,916 58, 
leaving the unexpended balance of $72,083 42. 

4, Havre branch railroad, from Havre to Monroe — length, 13 
miles— estimated cost, $73,515 86 ; appropriated, $20,000 00 ; ex- 
pended, $010 84 ; unexpended balance, $19,089 16. 

6. Clinton and Kalamazoo canal, from Mt Clemens to the mouth 
of Kalamazoo river— whole length, 217 miles — estimated cost, $4,- 
119,614 00. On this work have been appropriated $330,000 00, 
And expended $332,918 34, making an excess of expenditure, of 
$2,018 34 above appropriations. 
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6. Saginaw caoal — length, 18 64-100 miles-— estimated coat, in- 
cluding improvements of Bad River, 9186,259 62 ; appropriated, 
$62,000 00 ; expended, 952,749 98 ; balance of appropriation un- 
expended, $9,250 02. 

7. Sault Ste Marie canal — length, 7-8 of a mile — ^the estimated 
cost of which is $112,544 80. On which have been appropriated 
$50,000 00, and expended $3,041 86, leaving an unexpended bal- 
ance of $46,958 14. 

8. Canal around Grand Rapids, about 1 1-2 miles in length. The 
estimated cost on the north side is $46,495 90, and on the south side 
$31,964 10 ; appropriated $25,000 00 ; expended $219 39 ; unex- 
pended balance $24,780 63. 

9. Improvements of Grand and Maple rivers — cost estimated at 
$98,989 90 ; appropriated $30,000 00 ; expended $22,582 35 ; un- 
expended balance $7,417 65. 

10. Improvement of the Kalamazoo river — estimated cost $7,799 ; 
appropriated $8,000 00 ; expended $6,241 56 ; balance unexpen- 
ded $1,758 44. 

11. Improvement of St Joseph river — estimated cost $271,558 20; 
appropriated $25,000 00; expended $3,974 69, leaving an unex- 
pended balance of appropriation of $21,025 31. 

12. Improvement of the state salt springs — there has been appro- 
priated out of the internal improvement fund for this purpose, the 
sum of $28,000 00, of which $20,134 32 has been expended, leav- 
ing an unexpended balance of $7,865 68. The attempt to obtain 
water possessing qualities suitable for making salt, has thus far 
proved unsuccessful. 

13. La Plaisance bay railroad, from Monroe to La Plaisance bay, 
a distance of four miles. The amount appropriated and expended 
on this work is $34,113 00 ; a further sum has been expended, of 
which account has not been rendered. 

14. Detroit and Grand River road. This is an ordinary road, for 
the improvement of which for travel, the sum of $5,000 has been 
appropriated, and $487 87 expended, leaving a balance appropria- 
ted of $4,512 13. 

15. Flint and Saginaw turnpike. On this road have been appro- 
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printed $5,000 00 and expended $3,876 61, leaving a balance un- 
expended df $1,123 39. 

16, There has also been appropriated out of the internal improve- 
ment fund, for instruments and surveys made in 1837, $20,000 00, 
and expended $37,625 99, making an excess of expenditure over 
appropriations of $17,625 99. 

Our whole system df internal improvement, it will be seen, em- 
braced about 596 miles of railroad, about 233 miles of canal, and 
the improvement of five rivers. The estimated cost of these im- 
provements is $10,489,275 76, though probably their real cost, were 
they completed, would not be less than $15,000,000 00 ; the amount 
appropriated is $2,642,113 00, of which have been expended $2,- 
320,966 32, leaving an unexpended balance of $512,846 68. 

Of the above works, the central and southern railroads are the 
only two which have, or are likely, at present^ to yield a revenue. 
The nett earnings of the former, for the year ending 30th Novem- 
ber last, was $25,655 30. The nett earnings of the latter, ^rom 
April 29 to November 30, were $2,301 61, making the whole amount 
of revenue, from our works of internal improvement, for the year 
ending on the 30th November, $27,956 46, a little over one percent 
on their cost, and probably less than their dilapidation. It is proper, 
however, to say, that until the 4th of July last, the central railroad 
wt» finished only to Ann Arbor, a distance of forty miles, when it 
was brought into use as far as Dexter, fifty miles from Detroit It 
is now completed to Jackson, thirty miles west of Dexter and eighty 
miles from Detroit. The commissioners, and probably with good 
reason, anticipate a large increase of business upon this road in con- 
sequence of its extension so far into the interior, and a correspon- 
dent increase of revenue. Contracts for grubbing and grading the 
line of this road between Jackson and Marshall have recently been 
let 

In regard to the revenue from the southern road, it is also proper 
to say, that it is completed only between Monroe and Adrian, a dis* 
tance of thirty-six miles. The chief engineer on that road estimates 
the amount necessary for its completion to Hillsdale, exclusive of 
iron, to be $15,632 00. The whole distance between Adrian and 
Hillsdale will soon be ready for the iron. 
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The expenditures on the several works of internal improvement, 
for the year ending November 30» 1841, is as follows : On the cen- 
tral railroad, $194,586 40 ; on the southern do, (1148,185 60 ; 
northern do, $7,022 24 ; Clinton and Kalamazoo canal, (56,754 68 ; 
Saginaw do, 95,172 79 ; canal around Grand Rapids, 988 84 ; im- 
provements of Grand river, 9104 17 ; Kalamazoo do, $1,154 68 ; 
St Joseph do, $1,706 02 ; Detroit and Grand river road, $487 87 ; 
Saginaw turnpike, 93,876 61. Total, $419,189 94. 

This is a general, and I believe a correct view of our works of 
internal improvement The conception of the plan on a scale so 
magnificent, is to be attributed to the erroneous opinions of wealth 
produced by the influence of a too redundant paper currency. The 
system was altogether too extended for our wants, and required ex- 
penditures beyond our means. It was projected at a time when 
things were too often viewed through a distorted vision. Property 
had assumed a fictitious value ) national as well as individual reve- 
nues were greatly over-estimated, and the minds of men had become 
inflated by imaginary success in the acquirement of wealth. Indi- 
viduals embarked with confidence in enterprises which they now re- 
gard as extravagant and visionary. The spirit of the times unfortu- 
nately became the governing policy of states, and Michigan, with a 
population then less than two hundred thousand, inhabiting a terri- 
tory new and recently settled, with few immediate resources but 
her credit, projected a system of internal improvements which would 
have been a grand undertaking for the oldest and most wealthy 
states. 

This general delusion has now passed away. Men have returned 
to sober sense, and rely on the realities of life. Visions of wealth 
to be produced by the issue of bank paper, have vanished to return 
no more. Productive industry is alone regarded as the true source 
of wealth, and among the errors of the past, we now account the 
projection of our system of internal improvements. 

The report of the board for the last year is already printed, and 
ready for your examination. In that report you will find the pre- 
sent condition of each particular work set forth in greater detail, and 
such information generally as will enable you more fully to under- 
stand the subject. 
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Those portions that are finished, it should be our first object to 
make available on the most economical plan. Such portions as are 
yet unfinished, but so nearly so that' comparatively small future ex- 
penditure will render productive large outlays already made, should 
be finished if means can be found at command. 

The completion of the plan*, as a whole, can now no longer l|9 
hoped. All action, therefore, having in view its further prosecution, 
it IB respectfully suggested, should be restricted to such portion of 
the system as, affording facilities to the greatest number of our citi- 
zens, will at the same time yield the greatest revenue. Reference 
to the financial condition of the state, of which a summary is con- 
tained in this communication, will show the unavoidable necessity of 
conforming all future legislation to this suggestion. All the means 
that may hereafter come into the treasury for purposes of internal 
improvement, ailter discharging the liabilities of that fund already 
incurred, should be husbanded with the strictest regard to economy 
and public good. The uncertainty of our resources should deter us 
from authorizing their anticipation, and the disastrous results of legis- 
lation in past years, should warn us against increasing the indebted- 
ness of the state. 

In connection with the subject of internal improvements, it seems 
appropriate to call your attention to the condition of our finances. 
At the time of adopting that splendid scheme of improvements, so 
captivating to a fervid imagination, but so entirely beyond our re- 
sources, present or prospective, the legislature, led astray by the ex- 
amples of older and more populous states, whose policy it was, at the 
time, considered wisdom to admire and safety to follow, authorized '^ 
a loan of five millions of dollars to hasten its completion. This loan 
was negotiated, and its proceeds, as far as recWed, applied in aid of 
the plan. If this plan had only been projected, or being projected, 
had the resources of the state alone been applied in its prosecution, 
the evils resulting would have been far less. If the errors of the 
time had led vm only to extravagant expenditure of our own money, 
our present difficulties would have been less complicated and embar- 
xBssing. In our aspirations of grandeur, however, we despised oar 
own little means, and resorting to a prodigal use of our credit, we 
lavishly expended the money of others, to replace which we stiall 
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have to encounter, on every hand, difficulties of a perplexing char^ 
acter. We not only borrowed for our Internal improvements, but 
also for the state penitentiary, the university, the support of the state 
government, and even for private incorporations. 

The state has loaned at different times, the following sums : 
For the state government, . $100,000 00 

For internal improvement, 5,000,000 00 

For the Jackson and Palmyra railroad company, 20,000 00 

For the penitentiary in 1838, 20,000 00 

For the Detroit and Pontiac railroad company, 100,000 00 

For the penitentiary in 1839, 40,000 00 

For the university, 100,000 00' 

For the Allegan and Marshall railroad company, 100,000 00 

For the Ypsilanti and Tecumseh railroad company, 100,000 00 

In addition to these several loans, the state also owes 
on bonds issued on account of delinquent tax fund, 182,625 67 

On state scrip outstanding on Ist December last, 208,702 00 

On auditor's warrants outstanding, 128,958 42 

For interest due, for payment of which no provision 

has been made, estimated at 160,000 00 

Making the whole indebtedness of the state at this ' 

time, $6,260,286 09 

The annual interest on this sum, at six per cent, is $375,617 16. 
A few of our bonds bear interest at the rate of seven per cent The 
greater portion, together with the scrip, bear an interest of six per 
cent only. 

There is now due the state on the five million loan from the Mor- 
ris canal and bankin^tompany, $852,625 00 
From the bank of the United States, 1,306,812 50 
There is also due on bonds issued ^or the erection of 

the penitentiary, about 20,000 00 

Making the whole amount due, $2,178,987 50 

If the bonds for which we have received no consideration, should 
be returned, the entire* indebtedness of the state, on the first of the 
present month, after making a proportionate deduction of the inte- 
rest above estimated to be due, would be about $4,017,000. 
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The bonds given by the state, on account of the Palmyra and 
Jackflonburg railroad company, will be due in November of the pre- 
sent year. The principal on the remainder, with few exceptions, 
will not be due till 1668. 

To pay the accruing interest on our indebtedness, the state has no 
other regular revenue, than that arising from the net earnings of the 
Central and Southern railroads, which, as has been seen in 1841, 
was only f27,956 46, though the present year it will probably be 
much more. 

The bonds issued for the benefit of the university, will probably 
be paid from the fund appertaining to that institution, and something 
may eventually be realized from the private incorporations for whose 
benefit the state has assumed liabilities. Those incorporations have, 
in nearly every instance, failed to pay accruing interest, and now 
all are in default ; and, by an enactment of the last legislature, the 
Palmyra and Jacksonburg railroad company was, on certain condi- 
tions, released from the payment of the bonds issued on their ac- 
count 

For the payment of the amount due ther state from the Morris ca- 
nal and banking company, some collateral security has been obtain- 
ed ; but to what extent it will indemnify the state against losses by 
that institution, I have no means of forming an opinion. The bank 
itself is represented as hopelessly insolvent For a more particular 
account of this claim, and of the nature of the securities, you are 
respectfully referred to joint document numbered eight, of the last 
legislature. For the payment of the instalments coming from the 
United States bank, no security has been given to the state. 

Most unfortunately for Michigan, in the negotiation of the five 
milUon loan, the bonds were delivered before the money was receiv- 
ed, and a contract made for its pa3rment, in instalments, as it would 
be wanted by the state. No doubt was then* entertained of the en- 
tire responsibility of the contracting parties ; but subsequent expe- 
rience has taught us our mistake. The Morris canal and banking 
company, in 1640, failed to perform its contract with the state, and, 
in October last, the bank of the United States also failed to pay the 
instalment which became due at that time. I am not sufficiently ac- 
quainted with the present condition of this institution, to give you 
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accurate information on the subject, but its affairs are represented to 
be in a most forlorn and embarrassed state, so much so that its credit 
is wholly lost and its stock valueless in our easter cities. Its enor* 
mous capital seems to have been wasted in political contests, and in 
wild and extravagant speculations in stocks and cotton, and in pue- 
rile attempts to recover its credit after its fortunes had become de»* 
perate and irretrievable.' For this purpose, large amounts of Ame^ 
rican stocks, our own among the rest, are said to have been pledged 
abroad for temporary loans. I am aware, that persons connected 
with the institution, have given assurances that it would be able, ulti- 
mately, to discharge all its liabilities to the public, with the sacrifice 
only of its capital. Such are not, however, the anticipations which 
our experience with insolvent banks has taught us to entertain, and, 
in my opinion, will not, in the case of the bank of the United StateSf 
be likely to be realized. The domestic assets of the institution, it is 
understood, have passed from its possession, by assignments made at 
different times in behalf of favored creditors. We may reasonably 
expect that the entire proceeds of these assets will be thus exhausted^ 
especially as they have be(x>me depreciated by the change of times, 
the bankruptcy of debtors, and the general fall of prices. Under 
circumstances thus untoward, we can reasonably have no well 
grounded expectation of obtaining from the bank the instalments yet 
due. 

Such is the present condition of our finances, and it is due to the 
people that it should be made known, that they may not misunder- 
stand or misconceive the resources of the state ; and it is also due to 
you, as otherwise the policy of measures, which prudence may in^ 
duce you to adopt, might not be fully appreciated. It is ever wise 
to meet difficulties in their worst aspect No one can be more fully 
sensible than myself, of the embarrassments you will have to en« 
counter, or more deeply impressed with the importance of wise and 
prudent action in all branches of the government. It is under dlfii- 
cult and trying circumstances, that sound wisdom and true patriotism 
exhibit themselves with most effect. The country requires us to act 
like. patriots and statesmen, and I hesitate not to express the opinion, 
that it is due to our character as a people, as far as possible under 
the circumstances, to preserve inviolate the public faith. The same 
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principlefl of equity which hind the consciences and govern the ac* 
tions of individuals in dealings of a private character, ought-ever to 
regulate the conduct of states. More imperative, indeed, upon them 
rests the obligation of such principles, since their own views of jus- 
tice and uncontrolled will, constitute the only rules of their action. 
Considerations of expediency even, are by no means wanting, if any 
were necessary, to strengthen these convictions of duty. If those 
who make and administer the laws, are found, in their official capa- 
city, to disregard the obligations of good faith, little respect will be 
felt or observed by the citizen to their most solemn enactments, or 
to the highest tribunals of public justice. Deeply impressed with 
the truth of these sentiments, I hesitate not to declare, that every 
just debt of the state should be acknowledged and paid ; that while 
she should submit to no wrong, she should herself withhold no well 
founded right Such I believe to be the universal sentiment of the 
people of Michigan. 

While, however, we are careful to maintain the faith of the state 
and to do justice in the public creditor, we should be duly impressed 
with the imperative duty of protecting well the rights and interests 
of the people against impositions and unjust exactions. If, through 
oor negligence or oversight, illegal or inequitable demands upon the 
public treasury should be admitted and sanctioned, the tax payers, 
we might justly apprehend, would not cheerfully submit even to the 
burdens which its real necessities might require. Our first duty is to 
our constituents, whom we represent, and whose interests we have 
been chosen to protect, and the utmost firmness and caution will be 
demanded at our hands. 

Under the circumstances of the case, I respectfully suggest the 
propriety of appointing, at your present session, one or more per- 
sons of approved fidelity and discretion, who shall be authorized to 
obtain from these defaulting institutions, the bonds for which we have 
received no consideration, and to make a settlement with them on 
such terms as you may direct ; and, in the event no settlement can 
be made, then to inquire into and ascertain who are the holders and 
owners of all the bonds of the state now outstanding, and to report 
their proceedings to the next legislature. In making such settlement, 
as justice and equity may dwtate, we should not lose sight of the da* 
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mages we have sustained by the failure, on their part, to fulfil the 
contract entire. 

In the meantime, it is incumbent upon us to husband the resources 
of the state with scrupulous care ; to introduce every practicable r^ 
form into the public service, and thus prepare, as far as possible, to 
meet all just demands upon the treasury. It will not, however, be 
possible, for reasons already adverted to, to meet the interest for the 
present, on the public debt. The semi-annual interest due on a poi^ 
tion of our bonds, in November last, as well as the interest due on 
the first of the present month, the late administration have found it 
impossible to meet, and the amounts then due, consequently remain 
unpaid. The want of present ability, however, to pay accruing in- 
terest, should not induce us to view with indifierence the faith of the 
state that has been pledged for both interest and principal. Our pre- 
sent inability is owing, to the fault of others, and not to a want of 
disposition on our part, and it should be our constant effort to remove 
it The annual interest due on the bonds issued by the state, for 
which no provision is made by existing leKislation. is about $350,000. 
This amount cannot be raised by direct taxation from the people, in 
addition to the burdens now imposed upon them. Indeed, under the 
present circumstances of the country, little or no more can be raised 
from that source, than will be required to defray the current and or- 
dinary expenses of the government. If an equitable settlement be 
made in relation to the five million loan, the principal, and oonse* 
quently the interest, will be greatly lessened. It may comport with 
your views to lessen further, or wholly to cancel our indebtedness! 
by giving the five hundred thousand acres of land relinquished to us 
by congress, or other property belonging to thejstate, in exchange 
for our bonds, in the event an arrangement to that efiect can be made. 
The entire extinguishment of the public debt is desirable, and its pro- 
priety enforced by every true principle of political economy. 

To relieve the state from the odium of issuing an irredeemable 
currency, as well as from considerations of sound policy, the trea- 
sury notes, or scrip, now outstanding, should, at the earliest moment 
possible, be withdrawn from circulation. The evils of issuing a pfi- 
per medium of this character, aside from the questionable constitution- 
ality of the measure, are too numerous and too palpable to require 
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•numeration at this time. The scrip was issued from the mistaken 
notion that, by ch&nging the form of indebtedness, payment was 
made. It is, however, only a representation of the debt it purports 
to have paid, and which still remains until the scrip itself is redeem- 
ed. To re*issue it in payment to the public creditor, renders the 
government obnoxious to the charge of issuing, and consequently en- 
couraging a depreciated paper currency, and when it is once paid 
into the treasury it should be cancelled. The auditor's warrant on 
the treasury is as available as the same amount of state scrip, but 
the difference of these two kinds of evidence of public indebtedness 
is materia], as regards the community and the paper currency of the 
state. The one assumes the character of paper money, the other 
does not ; but, like a common promissory note, is considered merely 
evidence of indebtedness and no more. 

The issue of the scrip was based on the instalment of the five mill- 
ion loan, due in October last, from the United States bank, and 
which was not paid. To give it greater currency as a circulating 
medium, the general fund was pledged for its redemption, as it was 
to be received in payment of all taxes and dues to the state, and the 
consequence is, that nothing else is paid into the treasury, and the 
state is absolutely left without means for defraying the expenses of 
government. No funds are at command even to pay any of the ex^ 
penaes of the present session of the legislature, or any other expen- 
ses necessary to keep in motion the wheels of government. The 
amount of scrip outstanding is sufficient to absorb all the taxes and 
revenues, for the support of tlie state government, for the next two 
years, and by consequence, to keep the treasary without any means 
during that time. Such portion as may be otherwise absorbed, will 
of course, by lessening the aggregate amount, tend to relieve the 
burden upon the general fund, where the evil is now most sensibly 
felt The debt for which the scrip was issued, having been incurred 
on account of works of internal improvement, it should be redeemed 
by that fund ; but until its means can be made available, the proceeds 
of the sale of oniversity and school lands may be applied to that pur^ 
pose ; the state paying for the benefit of those funds, the usual rate 
of interest until the principal can be returned. 

Our present embarrassments, and the means by which they have 
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been brought upon the state, render it worthy of your consideraiioD, 
whether it would not be expedient so to amend the constitution, as to 
require the consent of the people to all loans hereafter made by the 
state for woAs of internal improvement, 6t for any other purpose 
not connected with the legitimate wants of the government 

The currency, and consequently, the institutions which furnish 
that currency, will demand your attention at your present session. 
The evils of a suspension of specie payment by the banks, whether 
authorized by law or tolerated by public opinion, are numerous. It 
enables banks to impose upon the public a currency without any 
sufficient basis for its redemption, and instituticms, that are rotten 
and worthless, to flood the country with their irredeemable notes, 
while it takes away the only means the public have of testing their 
value. It operates as a mildew and blight upon all prosperity ; ena- 
bles the swindler, under forms of law, to possess himself of the pro- 
ductions of the industry of others ; renders employment uncertain, 
and paralizes all business of the country. It destroys confidence be- 
tween man and his fellow-man, and tends to corrupt and undermine 
the public morals, to a greater extent than all other causes com- 
bined. 

The people are in no way benefitted by a suspension. The de- 
preciation of the currency, which is always consequent upon it, re- 
sults only in the benefit of banlfs, by enabling them to purchase up 
their circulation below a par value. Whatever this depreciation 
may be, it is a loss to the people, and a gain to the banks. 

Bank paper can never be at par unless it be convertible into coin 
at the will of the holder. It is in itself of no value, and it is beyond 
the power of legislation to give value to that which possesses none. 
Deing but evidence of indebtedness, it will be valued and sought only 
when there is a certianty of its redemption. The ultimate responsi- 
bility of the bank issuing it, will not give it sufficient character to 
make it answer the purpose of a currency. Convertibility at the 
will of the holder can alone efiectually insure that object Irre- 
deemable paper, it is true, may have a circulation, but it is from the 
fact that it is convertible at some rate ; and though it may nominally 
pass at par value, yet the prices of commodities given in exchange 
are always* fixed with a view to its depreciation. In a word, bank 
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faper is worth only what the institution which issues it, will give or 
cause to he given in its redemption. A par currency of hank paper 
can only he secured hy compelling hanks to redeem their circulation 
in coin on demand, and hy making the refusal to do so, a forfeiture 
of charter. No excuse for such refusal should ever he admitted. 
The evils of a paper medium not convertible into coin at the will of 
holder, have hecome too palpable and too onerous longer to he en- 
dured, and public opinion calls for their correction with a voice that 
cannot he mistaken, and with an earnestness that cannot be resis- 
ted. 

The frequent resort to suspensions of specie payments by the hanks, 
and the evils attending it, are in some degree to be attributed to a 
want of proper legislation, but more to a neglect to carry into effect 
the laws in force on the subject Banks are required by their char- 
ters to pay specie on all their liabilities, and their whole manage- 
ment should be such as will ensure a strict compliance with this re- 
quirement. Their loans and discounts, and their whole business, 
should be kept in that restricted sphere, and so entirely within their 
means, that their ability to do so will never be endangered. The 
cupidity of bankers should not, however, in this respect, be trusted. 
The management of banks should be subjected to a strict supervision 
and legal control. Those to whom this supervision and control is 
entrusted, should be required in all cases, to cause every institution 
to be enjoined that had, in any degree, exceeded its legal authority, 
or even departed from bounds prescribed by a reasonable discretion. 
It is not enough that a bank restrict its circulation to the amount 
prescribed- by law. That circulation should be issued only for legiti- 
mate purposes, and with due consideration not only of the ultimate 
safety of ^he paper discounted, but of the reasonable probability of 
its being paid at maturity. Loans should never be made but for 
short periods, and those who have the supervising control of banks, 
should exercise that duty principally with regard to the safety and 
present availability of their assets. A permanent loan, made by a 
iMUik, whatever may be the security for ultimate payment, is an ab- 
sorption of so much of its capital for all purposes of banking, an^ 
when the amount of permanent loans equals the amount of its capi- 
tal, then such bank has no longer the means to transact business. 
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The capital beyoBd its reach is of no avail, and it has no greater re« 
source for the immediate redemption of its bills, than an institution 
without pretentions to capital. 

An investigation into the affiurs of a bank, afibrds little or no in^ 
formation of its actual condition, or of its ability to do a legitimate 
business, unless in such investigation, the assets be inspected, their 
present availability considered, and their value ascertained. A pa- 
rade of figures, setting forth a debit and credit, as is usually con-* 
tained in a bank report, will give no satisfactory knowledge of its 
real condition. Reports of that charanter, made by those interested, 
instead of being of public utility, are too often calculated to mislead 
and deceive. The reporls of the condition of banks made by disin* 
terested persons alone, and upon actual inspection and valuation of 
their assets, are likely to be of public u9b, or to give correct infor* 
mation. 

In the organization of banks, and the payment of their capital^ 
resort is too often had to fiction. A bona fide payment, in terms of 
law and in obedience to its requirements, is seldom or never made. 
If the money be actually paid in for the stock, it is with the expeeta^ 
tion and understanding that the same, or even a greater amount, 
will be returned in the shape of a permanent loan. No person can 
be legitimately an owner of bank stock, unless he be a money lender. 
A bank can be legitimately created only with surplus capital paid in 
as a permanent investment, for the use and purpose of bankings 
This capital shotfld be so paid in, without any hope or expectation 
of obtaining loans ; for one and the same individual cannot QonSiB- 
tently be, at the same time, both a lender and a borrower. «The idea 
of making banks to borrow back our own money, is absurd, as il^ 
also, the idea of lending money to others through the medium of m 
bank, when we are ourselves but borrowers I All such operations 
are frauds upon the public, and to sufier them to pass unnoticed, is 
evidence of culpable remissness on the part of those whose duty it is 
to see the laws faithfully executed. So far as may depend on me, 
all such frauds, whether committed at the incipient steps taken in 
the forifiation of the banks, or at any subsequent stage of their ope* 
rations, will be exposed and their perpetrators punished. 
In view of these considerations, I respectfully recommend the im* 
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mediate and uneonditional repeal of all acts and parts of acts» di- 
rectly or indirectly authorizing hanks to suspend the payment of , 
their liabilities in legal currency, and particularly the act entitled 
** An act suspending certain provisions of law, and for other purpo- 
ses," approved April 12, 1841. 

I also recommend that the charters of the several banks be so mo- 
dified, that the refusal to pay specie on any liability, at any time or 
under any circumstances, should work a forfeiture of all corporate 
privileges. It is believed that such a provision would, in an eminent 
degree, insure a proper and judicious management of banks ; restrict 
their operations within a safe and legitimate sphere, and restrain di- 
rectoiB from entering into or fostering wild and visionary schemes 
of reckless speculation. In the New England states, where is to be 
found the best paper currency of the Union, I am assured that a pro- 
vision, similar in its^ features, is incorporated into the charters of all 
their monied institutions. ^ 

I recommend a further modification of the bank charters of the 
statOf by making the stockholders and officers of each bank individu*' 
ally and collectively liable for its debts. This provision, besides the 
additional security thus obtained, would also further tend to the safety 
of the bill holder and creditor, by securing a more vigilant attention 
on the part of directors, than can be hoped when their individual for- 
tunes are not at stake. 

In addition to personal liability, it is worthy of your serious con- 
flideration, whether, in all cases, insolvency should not be deemed 
prima /ode evidence of fraud,, and. the directors and other officeKs, 
^od all privy thereto, be liable to indictment, and, on conviction, to 
appropriate pimishment. The insolvency of banks, in most cases, 
rwdts from a failure to comply, in good faith, with the requirements 
of law, and no good reason is perceived why those who are culpable 
for SQoh neglect, should not suffer for the injuiy by them inflicted on 
the publie. 

Your attention is respectfully oalled to the fact, that some of the 
banking institutions of this state, professing not to be imder the pro- 
visions of the ^^ act suspending certain provisions of law, and for 
cither purpoBes," yet, by evasion of law, contrive to impose upon the 
fNihBc a worse species of irredeemable currency, than that which is 
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isBued under that act These institutions, without' any sufficient au-» 
thority, make their circulation payable in some other state, or in the 
irredeemable bank notes of other states. It is believed that their lia- 
bility to pay specie on demand at their counter, on such unauthori- 
zed issues, is in no degree relieved or lessened by a subterfuge so 
objectionable ; yet, thereby a pretence is made for redeeming such 
liabilities at an excessive rate of discount. No bank charter in this 
gtate, it is believed, expressly or by implication, authorizes the issue 
of such paper for a circulating medium. Banks are required to pay 
all their liabilities in coin, and all just construction of law forbids 
the evasion of this imperative obligation, by expedients so incompa- 
tible with honest intentions ond honorable dealing. It is worthy of 
your consideration whether, in view of these circumstances, it may 
not be proper to pass some declaratory act that will effectually cor- 
rect similar abuses in future, by making the legal obligations of banks 
more explicit and more generally known. If such a species of irre- 
deemable currency be permitted to exist, from want of proper legis- 
lation or from omission to give effect to existing laws, it will be in 
vain that you repeal the law authorizing a suspension ; for you will 
not thus reach the evil. The refusal to redeem on demand at the 
counter, in lawful money, notes issued evidently for circulation, 
though purporting to be payable abroad, should work a forfeiture of 
charter in like manner as the refusal to pay notes expressly made 
payable at the banking house. The issue of bank notes, payable in 
other bank notes, should, in all cases, be a forfeiture of banking 
privileges. It is already, by the laws of the state, made a penal of- 
fence to pass, or attempt to pass, a bank note payable in any thing 
other than the lawful money of the United States ; and banks should 
be restricted from issuing a currency which the people cannot use 
without violating law. 

By the << act to abolish the office of bank commissioners, and for 
other purposes," approved March 25, 1840, the attorney general, on 
the requisition of the governor, is required to institute an examina- 
tion into the condition and afiairs of banks, and, generally, to do the 
duty of bank commissioners. It is not known that any investiga- 
tion, by virtue of this act, has ever been made into the condition and 
affiiirs of banks, though some of the most extensive losseB suffered 
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by the public, in the depreciation of bank paper, have occurred du- 
ring its existence. The limited number of banks now in existence, 
may not warrant the revival of the office of bank commissioner, but 
but it is respectfully submitted whether the duties of attorney gene- 
ral are, in all respects, consistent with the proper discharge of the 
additional duties of bank commissioner. 

I wish also to call your attention to the propriety of prohibiting, 
by law, the circulation of the irredeemable notes of the suspended 
banks of other states. It will be in vain that we compel our own 
banks to adopt a broader basis of specie capital and to pay all de- 
mands upon them in coin, if, at the same time, we permit other states 
to send here at will their spurious currency. If the inconvertable 
paper medium of foreign corporations be permitted to circulate with- 
in our limits, our people are not effectually protected from imposition. 
They have, indeed, less means of judging of the solvency of bank- 
ing institutions abroad than of those in our own state. If no provi- 
sion be made on the subject there is danger that our own banks will, 
in their discounts and other transactions use this irredeemable and 
worthless paper. They have heretofore used it, instead of specN, 
as a capital for ordinary operations of banking, and it would be a less 
infringement upoh moral principle, and a less violation of law, to dis- 
count with it at once. Your intervention is urged with additional 
force from the consideration that the banks of neighboring states now 
issuing an irredeemable currency, are deemed generally insolvent. 
Some, doubtless, are sound, but our citizens have little means of mak- 
ing discrimination, and cannot protect themselves from imposi- 
tion. It is as competent for you to prohibit this species of curren- 
cy as to prohibit the circulation of counterfeit paper money. There 
is little less immorality in the issue of the one than in the issue of 
the other ; though over the one case the law extends its protecting 
arm and withholds it in the other. Our citizens should be protected 
from the impositions consequent upon both. 

I deem it a matter of duty, before dismissing the subject of banks, 
to call your attention to the facts that many charters of banks, which 
have long ceased to redeem their liabilities, and to transact banking 
business, have yet a legal existence. We are admonished by the 
history of the past, that the public arc liable to be deceived and de- 
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frauded in the resiiBcitation of these old charters, which from non 
user, for a long period have heen forgotten or supposed to he extinct 
If you do not deem it proper at once to repeal the charters of this 
class of incorporations, there will he at least, propriety in prohihiting 
the resumption of their corporate privileges, except under the sane* 
tion of some appropriate authority to be designated by law. 

Incorporations, established for other avowed purposes, have, with- 
out warrant of law, assumed and exercised all the rights and privi- 
leges of banks, and, like them, have issued notes for circulation and 
currency. Some provision of law is required by which such usurpar 
tion of powers, may be more speedily and effectually restrained. 

Some of the municipal incorporations of the state persist in issuing 
small bills, of a denomination less than one dollar, ^d evidently inr 
tended for purposes of circulation. Whether this species of curren- 
cy has been hitherto legal or illegal it should no longer be tolerated. 
It serves to exclude from circulation the coin that would otherwise 
take its place and serve for the purposes of change, and is little less 
than an imposition upon all not connected with the corporate author- 
ity by which it is issued. 

We are indebted to the president of the United States and the veto 
power with whidi he is vested for saving the country from a repeti- 
tion of the evils of an inflated paper currency, under whieh it has so 
lately and so severely suffered, and with which, at the late extraordi- 
nary session of Congress, it was again threatened by the attempt to 
charter a new National Bank. The president would have merited 
more fully our gratitude, had he not, at the same session, approved 
of other enactments of a most objectionable character. The recent 
failure of the Untited States Bank of Pennsylvania, which may with 
justice be considered the old United States Bank, under a state char- 
ter, and the devastation and ruin it has spread far and wide through- 
out the country, should warn us against the creation of an institution 
vested with so extensive power to do evil. However much the coun- 
try may have been divided, heretofore, on this subject, it would seem 
from the experience we now have, there is no longer reason for a 
difference of opinion. The pecuniary embarrassments of the c6un- 
try may, in a great measure, be traced to this institution, and its ru- 
inous expansion of the credit system, commenced under a national 
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diiurter» aad consummated, togetiier with its own ruin, under one 
derived from state authority. Its credit abroad, and its supposed sol- 
vency and facilities for obtaining loans, enabled it to draw within 
the vortex of its ruin, states as well as individuals. 

In the revised statutes, provision is made for the appointment of a 
reporter of the decisions of the supreme court and of the court of 
chancery. That officer receives an annual salary of six hundred 
* dpllafB, payable quarterly out of the state treasury. Nearly three 
years have now elapsed since his first appointment, and yet, for 
causes into which it is proper for you to inquire, we have not a sin- 
gle volume of reporta About three hundred pages of decisions in 
dMUicery have been printed, and about two hundred and filly more 
ale ready for the press, which altogether, will make a volume of 
chancery reports. Written opinions of coses decided in the supreme 
court, have been received by the reporter from Mr. Justice Ransom^ 
sufficient to make about one hundred pages, but no opinions have 
been furnished the reporter by the other justices of the supreme court 
These facts naturally suggest the inquiry whether, under the pre- 
sent legislation upon the subject, the public are likely to receive an 
adequate benefit for the expense incurred in providing a reporter. 
The courts are required by law, to communicate in writing to the 
reporter, their opinions, as soon as convenient, after they are given* 
and he is required to publish the same annually. The subject seems 
to require your action, either by abolishing the office of reporter, or 
providing more effectual means to secure the publication of cases de- 
cided in the supreme court. 

The subject of the assessment and collection of taxes, will claim 
your attention. It is believed that great inequality obtains in the 
▼aloaticm of property, not only in the different counties, but in diffei^ 
ent townships. While this evil is permitted to exist, the public bai^ 
dene are not imposed alike on all, and it will be matter proper for 
inquiry, whether the fault is to be attributed to defect in the law, or 
its administration. Such also is the operation of the system gene- 
rally, that little or nothing is paid into the treasury directly from the 
cbuitties, as the amount of delinquent taxes due on lands returned to 
the auditor general annually, is nearly or quite equal to the whole 
state tax. As these lands cannot be sold until three years after they 
Vol. 11. 6 
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are returned, means are wanting daring this time, lor tbe aopportof 
the state government 

Complaints continue to be made of the unequal a sBOHsm ent of 
highway taxes, and in instances not a few, of the excessive amoont 
imposed. The object for the imposition of this tax is certainly meri- 
torious, and all property in the state should, in an equal and modo* 
rate degree, be assessed for its promotion. As from official sources 
it is ascertained that the complaints made upon this subject are not 
without foundation, I doubt not you will apply such remedy to the 
evil as will be appropriate and effectual. 

By provisions of existing enactments, non-resident lands on which 
the taxes remain three years unpaid, are exposed to sale for theif 
payment It is a subject worthy of your inquiry, whether, instead 
of selling the lands, some other measure may not be devised and 
adopted, better calculated to promote the interest of the state, and at 
the same time equally well calculated to protect the rights of indi* 
viduals. The neglect or refusal to pay lawful taxes imposed on 
lands, is prima facie evidence of abandozunent by the owner. Our 
laws now provide that the whole estate of an intestate who leaves no 
kindred, shall escheat to the people of the state ; and no sufficient 
reason is perceived why the principle should not be extended, if not 
to other property, at least to lands which are abandoned by their 
owners. The laws of Virginia and other states provide that lands 
shall become forfeited and vested in the state, if the taxes assessed 
thereon remain unpaid for a specified time. It is respectfully sub- 
mitted to your consideration, whether a similar provision may not, 
under proper guards and restrictions, with propriety and advantage^ 
be incorporated into the laws of this state. 

JOHN S. BARRY. 

Detroit, January 4, 1842. 
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[No. 3.] 

Annual report of the State Treasurer. 

State Treasure&'b OmcS| 
Detroit, Nov. 80, 1841. 

Tb the Legislature of the State of Michigan : 

I have the honor, herewith, to present to the legislature, pursuant 
to law, a summary of the receipts and payments of the treasury du« 
ring the past year, showing a balance in favor of the treasury, of 
#89,100 15, exclusive of the unavailable funds specified in the last 
annual report 

I also annex a concise abstract oi the receipts and payments of the 
funds severally. It will be seen that the details of the funds, as spe- 
cified in these abstracts, do not correspond precisely with those in 
the report of the auditor general, owing to the greater diversity of 
the accounts of his office, and the necessary transfers between the 
respective accounts; but the final result or balances of the several 
accounts, will be found to agree. 

The balance of cash Is cumposed of the following items : 
State treasury notes appropriated to certain claims 

upon the treasury, but not yet paid over, 94,079 00 

Balance in deposit in bank, against which the bank 

of Michigan claims for loss on the drafts of the 

state, a greater amount than this balance, ' 88,877 49 

State treasury notes received and not re-issued, 45,098 00 

Other available funds, 1,045 W 

•89,100 15 
Unavailable funds, same as reported last year, 12,941 60 

•102,041 65 
All which is req>ectfully submitted. 

(J. W. JERMAIN, Treasurer. 
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Oeneral Fund. 

DR. 

Amount overdrawn November 30, 1840, $30,307 36 

do transferred to library fund^ $1,000 00 

do do contingent fund, 1,000 00 

do paid interest on general fund loan, 6,000 00 

do do auditor general's warrants, 72,060 29 

80,069 29 



$110,376 65 
CR. 

Amount transferred from delinquent tax 

fund, $61,851 02 

Amount received specific and other state 

taxes, 23,221 24 

85,072 26 



Amount overdrawn, ' $25,304 89 

Outstanding warrants, 6,776 83 



$32,081 22 



Contingent Fund. 
CR. 
Amount returned to fund by governor 

Woodbridge, ^ $1,218 80 

Amount transferred from general fund, 1,000 00 



$2,218 80 



DR. 
Anx>unt paid on governor's orders, 1,068 25 

Credit balance, $1,150 55 

lAhrary Fund. 
CR. 
Balance in treasury Nov. 30, 1840, $2,165 39 

Amount transferred from general fund, 1,000 00 

*• $3,165 39 

DR. 

Amount paid auditor general's warrants, 26 67 

Credit balance, $3,136 72 
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Internal bifrovement Fund. 
DR. 
Amount paid interest on loan, $3279470 00 

do do R. Stuart's expenses to N. 

York, 6ic, pursuant to law, 100 00 

do transferred to primary school 
fund, draft to T. Reals, un- 
paid, 8,868 48 
do do state prison fund, 6,000 00 
do paid towards interest and discount 

on drafts, 12,175 75 

do do auditor general's warrants, 451,508 70 

■ $800,212 88 

CR. 
Balance in treasury Nov. 80, 1840, $44,506 23 

Amount received from sink- 
ing fund, $15,202 08 
do U. S. 5 per cents and 

premium, 1,115 91 

16,407 09 
do R. Robinson, commis- 
sioner, 911 66 
do delinquent tax fund for 

tax bonds interest paid, 2,170 00 
do general ftind for do, 8,000 00 
do assets of Michigan state 

bank, 19,686 51 

do of U. States bank, 503,788 15 

546,964 81 

590,470 54 



Balance-overdrawn, $209,742 84 

Outstanding warrants, 119,059 48 

$328,801 77 
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Umversitg Fund. 
CR. 
Amoimt received of sQpeiintendent of public instnio- 
tioily $1,025 00 

UfdversUy interest Fund. 
CR. 
Amount received of superintendent of public instruc- 
ticm, $2,463 61 

DR. 
Amount paid treasurer of university on warrants, 2,263 61 

■taMnMa*— 1MB. 

Credit balance, $20000 

Primary School Fund. 

CR. 

Balance of account November 80, 1840, $3,112 53 

Amount received for scbool lands sold, $8,963 74 

Draft to Thomas Seals, not paid, 3,868 43 

12,832 17 



$15,944 70 



DR. 
Draft to Thomas Beals, 3,868 43 



Credit balance, $12,076 27 

Primary School Interest Fund. 

DR. 
Amount of auditor generals warrants paid, $8,373 11 

CR. 
Balance of account November 30, 1840, $203 11 
Asoount received for interest on land sold, 7,074 11 



7,277 22 



Amount overdrawn, $1,095 89 

Outstanding warrants, 2,416 25 

Debit balance, $3,512 14 
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Geological FumL 

CR. 
Balance of account November 30, 1840, $7,482 68 

DR. 
Paid warrants of auditor general, 5,719 55 

Credit balance, tl,768 12 

Toledo war Fund. 

CR. 

Balance of account November 80, 1840, $2,179 77 

DR. 
Amount of claims paid, 106 02 

Credit balance, $2,078 75 

State Prison Fund. 

CR. 

Amount transferred from internal improvement fund, $5,000 00 

DR. 
Paid auditor general's warants, 4,907 82 

Credit balance, $92 68 

State Treasury Notes. 

CR. 

Amount received from auditor general, $253,800 00 

Treasury Notes Interest. 

DR. 

Amount of interest allowed on scrip received, $257 28 

Treasurer of UnwersUy. 
CR. 
Amount received from university fund on warrant of 
auditor general and deposited to credit of treasurer 
of university, $2,263 61 

DR. 
Paid to treasurer of university, 720 84 

Credit balance, $1,542 77 
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DeUnqyetU Tax Fund. 

CR. 

Balance in treasury November 30, 1840, tSlyOdl 49 

Amount received for taxes, $123,847 19 

do transferred from fund for coun- 

ties» 1,131 80 

124,478 99 



$175,600 48 
DR. 

Amount paid interest on tax bonds, $2,170 00 

do transferred to general fund, 61,851 02 

do paid auditor general's warrants, 48,505 49 

$112,526 51 

Credit balance, $63,083 97 

Deduct outstanding warrants, 205 91 

$62,628 06 



Fund for ComUies, 

CR. 
Balance of account November 30, 1840, $1,131 80 

DR. 
Amount transferred to delinquent tax fund, $1,131 80 



[No. 4.] 
Annual Report of the Auditor General. 

AunrroR Geneeal's Office, } 
Detroit^ Nov. 30, 1841. 5 

The undersigned respectfully submits to the legislature, the follow- 
ing report : 

The several funds recognized by the laws of this state, ** a com- 
plete statement of which and of the revenue thereof,'' it is made the 
doty of the auditor general to report annually to the legislaturci are 
the following} viz : 

VqI.il 7 



1 
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1. General fund; 2. Internal improvement fund; 8, Sinking 
fund ; 4. Delinquent tax fund ; 5. Fund for state buildings ; 6. Bank 
fund ; 7. University fund ; 8. Unireraity interest fund ; 9. PHmary 
school fund ; 10. Primary school interest fund ; 11. State prison 
fund. 

To which may be added the following appropriations, viz : 

1. For a geological survey of the state ; 2. State library ; 3. Ccsor* 
tingent fund. 

General Fund, 

In proceeding to notice these in the order above stated, I have to 
report that the general fund was overdrawn at the close of the last 
fiscal year, $80,472 89 

The fund has been credited by trans- 
fers from the delinquent tax fund, per 
act February 9, 1841, #20,000 00 

Per act April 13, 1841, Na 71, 30,000 00 

do do No. 73, 13,325 00 

do do No. 74, 12,341 04 



To make an amount equal to the as- 




sessments for 1841, 


$75,666 04 


Amount received from Berrien coun- 




ty in 1839, and omitted to be credited 




to this fund. 


16 27 


Bank specific taxes. 


757 62 


Pedler's licences. 


200 00 


Broker's licences, 


237 50 


Specific taxes. 


8,139 38 


Amount transferred to state prison 




fund for sundry appropriations, per act 




April 13, 1841, heretofore paid, and 




charged to the general fund. 


2,407 82 



Carried forward. 



87,424 08 
$56,051 72 
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51 



Brought forward, 
Amount of warmats drawti on the treaeury, viz : 
Iror rent of the auditor general and 

treasurer's office, 
Appropriations per act Dec. 30, 1887, 
do do April 6, 1838, 

do do April 19, 1839, 

do do AprU 1, 1840, 

do do April 13, 1841, 

Ejqpenaee of legislature of 1839, certifi- 
cates for newspapers, 
^penses of legislature for 1841, 
Salaries of public officers, (abstract A,) 
State treasurer, error in account of salary, 
Inq^ectors of brigades, 
Postage for auditor and treasurer, 
^ Special messengers, 

Publishing laws, (packing boxes,) 
Fugitives from justice. 
Expenses of chancery and supreme courts, 
^Bounty on wolves, 
Witness fees for 1839, 
l^und commissioners. 
Clerks to auditor general. 
Clerk to treasurer. 
District canvassers, 
IWrnfer to library, per act of March 

21, 1837, 
^Transfer to contingent fund. 
Expenses of state prison, 
D. Adams, agent of state prison. 
Salary of K S. Lathrop, commissioner 

of state prison, 
Interest on stocks for $100,000, 



166,951 72 



#91 67 
30 00 
68 00 
49 00 
33 09 
23,034 79 

7 00 

27,851 85 

14,508 64 

a 42 

136 00 

282 20 

168 13 

37 50 

1,067 38 

181' 50 

998 00 

4 00 

10 00 

1,629 10 

494 22 

329 41 

1,000 00 
1,000 00 
3,580 27 
6,000 00 



437 77 
6,000 00 



89,032 94 



Leaiving a deficit of 



•32,081 22 
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It lA made the duty of the auditor general to examine all claintf 
against the state, and in cases where he cannot liquidate any claim 
without further legislation, to report the same, with his opinion 
thereon, to the legislature. It is also made his duty to present, with 
his annual report, an estimate of the expenses of the future year. 
The practice, which has prevailed for several years, of auditing 
claims not previously examined by him, by committees of both houses 
of the legislature, deprive the department of the 4ata fit>m which 
such estimate can be made, and renders it impracticable to present 
an accurate estimate of outstanding claims. I have, therefore, in 
the estimate herewith presented, (marked B,) taken no notice of this 
class of claims, none having been presented at this office. 
The estimated amount of expenses added to the above 

deficit, amounts to $114,196 05 

The estimated aipount of receipts into the treasury, is 

as follows : 
From specific taxes, pedlers' and bro- 
kers' licences, tlOjOOO 00 
Assessments upon the aggregate valua- 
tion of the sttite, as per schedule 

(marked 0,) 108,809 08 

118,809 08 



Leaving an estimated deficiency, exclusive of out- 
standing claims, for which appropriations may be 
made by the legislature, of #887 02 

Internal tnprovement Fund, 

The internal improvement fund was overdrawn at the 
commencement of the fiscal year, $21,280 28 

The following amounts have been received on account 
of this fund : 

Bank of Michigan, for draft on R. With- 
ers, for part of the April instalment, $70,000 00 

Sale of draft on R. Withers to primary 
school fund, remiUed to Thomas 
Beats, Esq., 8,868 48 



i*«i 



Cftnied forwaid, $ •91,280 28 
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Brought forward, $ tai^OSO 98 

Biz Robinson, late oommiasionery 911 66 

Treasurer of the United States, for five 
per cent on sale of lands, 1,115 91 

Balance of January instalment due from 
the United States bank, resenred for 
interest, 161,885 00 

Balance of April instalment, 87,697 82 

Instalment due 1st July, 215,625 00 

Draft against the October instalment, to 
Hicks ds Co., 1,707 27 

Sundry drafts to Oswego and Ohio trans- 
portation company, for transportation 
of iron, 9,136 70 

United States bank bills received of the 
United States bank for draft to T. 
Beals, (not paid,) 3,868 48 

Collected from assets received of Mich- 
igan State bank, 19,686 51 

Sinkifig Fund-^ 

Tolls on Central railroad, $15,974 12 

EL H. Lathrop, late commis- 
sioner, 321 27 

— 16,295 89 



$541,797 63 

$520,517 84 
Warrants have been drawn on account 

of this fund, as follows : 
Bank of Michigan discount on draft for 

$70,000, 1,008 81 

Southern raihxMd, 148,711 84 

Central raikoad, 194,495 51 

Northern raiboad, 2,022 24 

Clinton canal, 56,818 61 

Saginaw canal, 172 79 

Ca^xied forward, * $ $520,517 84 
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* 


Brought forward, $ 


•630,817 84 


Expenses of the board of internal im- 


• 


provement, including salary of sec^y. 


667 df 


Salt springs. 


5,708 98 


Improvement of Grand and Ealamaaoo 




riversi 


1,358 80 


Iron contract, Hicks ^ Ca, account 




and transportation, 


84,296 63 


St Joseph river, 


1,706 02 


Canal around Grand rapids. 


88 83 


Appraisers on public works. 


471 00 


Northern turnpike. 


8,876 61 


Detroit and Grand river road, 


487 87 


Expense, (in part) of plate and paper 




for treasury notes, 


969 09 


R. Stuart's expenses to New York, as 




special agent. 


190 00 


Transferred to credit of school fund for . 




draft sent Thos. Beats, and not paid, 


3,868 43 


United States bank bills paid John Ward 




& Co., agents of bank o[ Michigan 




on account of protested drafts. 


12,175 75 


Discount on United States bank hills al- 




lowed Hicks & Ca, as per report of 




agent. 


3,450 00 • 


Transferred to State prison fund, per 




act April 18, 1841, 


6,000 60 * 


Sinking Fund. 




This amount deposited in the 




bank of the United States, 




in the city of New York, to 




pay interest on stocks due 




in January, 1641, viz : 




Detroit and Pontiac rail- 




road, •3,000 00 





Carried forward, • f « 1520,517 84 
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Biooght ibrwaid, $ « 9520,517 84 

State peniteiitiaryy 600 00 

Allegan and Manhall rail- 

md, 8,000 00 

Ypsilanti and Tecanofleh, 8,000 00 

State penitentiery, 1,200 00 

Five million loan, 150,000 00 

: $160,800 00 

Palmyra and Jacksonburg railroad, due 

in May, 700 00 

Deposit in bank of the United States, 

in New York, for interest due in July^ 160,800 00 



$849,319 11 



Deficit, 828, 801 77 

In obedience to fhe provisions of the act to provide for the antici* 
patioii of certain instalments of the five million loan, and for other 
piirposesi, a steel plate has been engraved of the prescribed denomii 
nations, and fifteen thousand impressions delivered, at an expense of 
$1,137 50, Of these, fourteen thousand and one hundred have been 
executed and placed in the hands of the treasurer. The amount 
issued, as wiA be seen by reference to a schedule, (marked D,) is 
$258,800. 

The remaining portions of the October and January instalments, 
ware reserved for the purpose of paying certain balances on con* 
tracto for spike, due in the city of New York, for which the trea* 
aory notes may hereafter be demanded. 

From the report of the late treasurer, Robert Stuart, Esq., which 
is hereto appended, (marked E,) it will be seen that he collected of 
the United States bank the April and July instalments, and drew a 
amall draft against the instalment due in October ; that he placed in 
the hands of John Ward & Co., agents of the owners of the pro« 
tested drafts, which had been sold the bank of Mkhigan, to amount 
of one hundred and eighty thousand dollars, the sum of one hundred 
and ninety-two thousand one hundred seventy-five dollars seventy- 
five cents, in bills of the United States bank, at par, subject to dis- 
count, and that he received of the bank a discount of 3} per cent, 
anoonting to $7,960 47. These items have all been entered in con- 



L 
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formity to the report in the account of this fund. The rapid depre- 
ciation of these bills, has subjected the agent to a considerable loss 
upon the amount already sold, and he had on hand, at the date of his 
last report, about fifty-five thousand dollars. The bank of Michigan 
has been charged upon the books of this office, the above sum of 
$192,175 75, subject to such discount as was authorized by the spe- 
cial agent 

The United States bank haying failed to pay the instabnent due in 
October last, the interest due in November last, upon the bonds loan- 
ed to the Palmyra and Jacksonburg railroad company, which was 
reserved from that instalment, remains unpaid. Should the bank fail 
to pay the January instalment, of which there can scarcely remain 
a doubt, the interest due upon the r^naining bonds issued by the 
state, will not be paid. 

The interest due in January and July next, properly chargeable 
to this fund, amounts to $819,400 00. The warrants outstandings 
and for which no provision has been made, amount to $119,350 48. 

Of the amount of claims against the several public works, which 
have not been audited, I have not the means of forming an estimate* 

The sinking fund, being a branch of the internal improvement 
fund, was balanced last year by the transfer of all the items to the 
latter fund. The aggregate amount of those transfers exhibited a 
deficit of $480,205 68, on the books of this office. By adding the 
appropriate sums transferred from the account of this year, the de- 
ficit is increased to the sum of $748,287 87. 

The receipts of tolls upon the Central railroad amount to $71,289 74 
The disbunements fpr expenses, amount to 52,971 20 

18,818 54 
There was also a balance in the hands of the commis- 
sioner, at the close of the last fiscal year, of 1,131 52 

19,450 06 
Of this amount, the sinking fund is credited, 15,974 18 

3,475 93 
Leaving in the hands of John Van Fossen, late com- 
missioner, 208 01 

And in the hands of the present commissionert $3,272 92 
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The receipts for tolb collected on the Southern rail- 

roady amount to f7,809 21 

T%e dkbursemeatB for expenses, amount to 5,098 05 

Leaving in the hands of the present commissioner, $2,301 16 

Delinquent Tax Fund, 
The balance remaining in the treasury, to the credit 

of this fund, on the 30th of November last, was 951,169 17 
From this there has been deducted the sum of $&7 68, 

erroneously credited this fund in 1839, 87 68 

This fund has been credited the amount credited to 

counties previous to last report, 1,131 80 



Received during the year on account 
of this fund, as follows, viz : 

Sundry counties, (in part) for state taxes, $13,815 02 

Amount of delinquent taxes collected, 104,976 41 

charges do 8,946 12 

interest do 14,424 66 



$52,218 29 



137,162 21 



$189,375 60 
Warrants have been drawn as follows : 

Interest on outstanding bonds for $31,- 
000, payable in the city of N. York, $2,170 00 

Delinquent tax bonds, 42,965 00 

Interest on do 4,811 77 

Chaiges, (returned on amounts previ- 
ously paid,) 5 ^ 

Delinquent taxes, (returned on amounts 
previously paid,) ^^ ^ 

This amount transferred to general 

fund, 75,666 04 

126,547 44 



Balance in the treasury, ' $62,828 06 



Vol. 11. 8 
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By reference to my lost annual report, it will be seen that circu- 
lars had been addressed to the several county treasurers, in confor- 
mity to the provisions of the act of April 1, 1840, proffering to pay 
the first and second series of bonds issued July 1, 1840, on presenta- 
' tion at the treasurer's office. The transfers directed to be made by 
the last legislature, from this fund to the general fund, and the re- 
ceipts of treasury notes for taxes, has deprived the treasury of thd 
means fully to cancel these bonds. The law authorizing the issue 
of the treasury notes, made them leceivable in payment of taxes and 
all debts due the state. Very soon after they were emitted, they be- 
came depreciated in value, and have remained at a discount, in this 
city, at from 25 to 30 per cent The receipts into the treasury siuce 
this depreciation, have been almost exclusively in these notes, and 
until they rise to their par value, the treasurer will not be able to 
meet either the bonds payable at his office, or those payable in the 
city of New York on the first July next. 

It will be seen by the treasurer's report, that of the two hundred 
and fifty-three thousand eight hundred dollars which have been f&- 
sued, forty-five thousand and ninety-eight dollars have been returned 
to the treasurer, leaving in circulation two hundred and eight thou- 
sand seven hundred and two dollars. So long as this paper continues 
much below par, the tax payers and other debtors to the state, will 
avail themselves of this advantage, and the consequence will be, that 
before many months, the notes will, by this process alone, if not r^ 
issued, be returned to the treasury. But, by the provisions of the 
same law, the treasurer is authorized to re-issue them on account of 
the general fund. As the payments on account of the general fund 
will, so soon as the notes improve in value, nearly equal the amount 
of receipts for taxes collected, the result will be, either another de- 
preciation to such an extent as to deprive the treasurer again of the 
power of meeting the engagements of the department, or the with- 
drawal from the treasury of the only fund which has been provided 
for the payment of the bonds. 

The claims upon this fund for the. future year, are the following : 
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Balance of ouManding^bonds, issued July 1, 1840, due 

January 1, 1841, $700 00 
do do July 1, 1841, 8,010 00 
do do January 1, 1842, 22,410 00 
do do July 1, 1842, 16,030 00 
Balance of first series, issued July 1, 1841, due Janu- 
ary 1, 1842, 3,305 00 
Second series, 4,550 00 
Stocks issued in 1839, payable Ist July, 1842, in the 

city of New York, 31,000 00 

Semi-annual interest on the above, 1,085 00 

Interest to July on the^above, / 361 66 



$82,541 66 

The amount arising from ordinary collections on account of this 
fund, with ' the amount realized from the public land sale in June 
Bext, will, in all probability, more than equal the above amount It 
will, however, be readily seen, that without some modification of the 
laws in reference to this fund, the treasurer will not be able to meet 
the demands upon the treasury. 

Fund for State Buildings. 

No changes have been made in this fund ; the balance reported 
last year, remaining in the treasury, $1,399 95. 

Bank Fund, 

The bank fund was reported as overdrawn four thousand one hun- 
dred and thirteen dollars, on the 30th November last. From a care- 
ful examination of the old books, I became satisfied that a warrant 
for $312 50, issued to K. Pritchette, had been twice entered to the 
debit of this fund The correction of this error reduces the over^ 
draft to three thousand eight hundred dollars and fifty cents, for 
which no provision has been made. 

Of the balance remaining to the credit of university and primary 
school funds, at the date of the last annual report, it has been ascer- 
tained, by a comparison of the books with those of the superintend 
dent of public instruction, that $3,112 53, should have been credited 
to the primary school fund, and $203 11 to the primary school in- 
terest fund. 
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Uniwrsity Fund, ' 
Amonnt received on account of this fund, fl^OSd 00 

University Interest Fund. 
Amount received during the year, $2,468 61 

Warrant drawn in favor of the treasurer of the 

university, 2,268 61 

Leaving a balance in the treasury of $200 00 

Primary School Fund. 

Balance in treasury on the dOth November last, $3,112 53 

Amt received on account of this fund, $8,963 74 

Warrant returned, issued to Tho.Beals,Esq. 8,668 43 

12,§82 17 



$15,044 70 
Warrant issued to Thomas Heals, for 8,868 43 



Leaving a balance of $12,076 27 

Primary School Interest Fund, 

Balance in treasury on dOth November last, $208 11 

Amount received on account of this fund, 7,074 11 



Amount of payments on account of this fund : 

Warrant of H. Howard, auditor gene- 
ral, to treasury of Hillsdale county, 
in 1839, $623 86 

Warrants have been issued to the seve- 
nl counties for 10,166 00 



$7,277 22 



10,789 86 



Amount overdrawn, $3,612 14 

By the provisions of the third sd^tion of the act, entitled « An act 
relative to common schools, and for the payment of the claim of 
Thomas Beals, and for other purposes," approved April 1, 1840, a 
warrant was issued inTavor of Thomas Beals, for $3,868 48, which 
was paid by a draft upon the agent of the state in the city of New 
York, payable out of the April instalment, and the amount which 
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was drawn from the university and primary school fund, was passed 
to the credit of the internal improvement fund. This draft remains 
unpaid, in consequence of the .non-payment of the instalment hy the 
United States bank, and the subsequent reception of the amount by 
the late treasurer, in the bills of that bank, I also drew another war- 
rant for 98,(M)0 00, bearing interest at seven per cent from 4th Ja- 
nuary, 1841. 

Collections, chiefly in treasury notes, have been made, sufficient 
to pay these warrants, which the holder will not receive. Some le- 
gislation is, therefore, necessary, to enable the treasurer to make the 
payment in conformity to the provisions of the above mentioned sta- 

tHtO. 

State Prison Fund, 

At the date of the last annual report, the sum of five thousand 
dollars, being the balance of the appropriation of twenty thousand 
dollars, remained in the hands of E. S. Lathrop, commissioner, to 
be accounted for by him. His accounts for the expenditure of this 
sum, have been audited, and are on file in this office. 

In conformity to the provisions of the act of April 13, 1841, the 
sum of five thousand dollars has been transferred to the credit of this, 
from the internal improvement fund, and the sum of $2,407 82, be- 
ing the aggregate amount of specific appropriations, (per act April 
18, 1841,) charged to the debit of the fund. A warrant for two 
thousand five hundred dollars, was issued to D. Adams, Esq., agent 
of the state prison, whose report will be hereunto annexed. The 
sum of ninety*three dollars and sixty-eight cents remain in the trea- 
sury. 

GeokgiiSfil Survey. 

The balance remaining unexpended of the appropria- 
tion for a geological survey, at the close of the last 
fiscal year, was # $7,482 68 

Warrants have been issued to the state geologist, for 6,210 56 

Leaving an unexpended balance of $1,268 18 
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* 

Idhrary, 
The amount remaining unexpended of this appropria* 

tlon, at the commencement of the fiscal year, was $2,165 80 
The sum of one thousand dollars, being the fiflh and 
last instalment appropriated per act March 21, 1837, 
has been transferred from the general fund, 1,000 00 

$3,165 80 

Warrants have been issued during the past year, for 28 67 

Leaving an unexpended balance of $3,136 72 

Contingent Fund, 

This fund was reported as balanced at the close of the last fiscal 
year, by a warrant issued to the governor, and placed to his credit 
in the bank of Michigan. This wa,rrant was recalled, and the spm 
placed to the credit of the fund, $1,000 00 

Governor Woodbridge has also returned, of the amount 

previously drawn, the sum of 218 80 

Amount transferred, per act April 13, 1841, 1,000 00 



$2,218 80 



The following amounts have been paid upon the war- 
rants of the governor : 

W. W. Deane, for services rendered in 

auditor general's office, $78 08 ' 

C. M. D. Bull, do do 26 00 

C. M. D. Bull, do do 41 66 

C. S. Adams, do do 93 40 

W. A. Butler, services in state treasu- 
rer's office, 55 56 

N. N. Haff, services in auditor gene- 
ral's office, 

J. L. H. Hayes, do do 

Grovemor's order for postage, 

do do transportation, 

F. W. Lawson, for services rendered in 
auditor general's office, 



10 


00 


01 


67 


43 05 


4 45 


18 


00 



Carried forward, $ $2,218 80 
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Brought forward, $ 92,218 80 

W. A. Butler^ services in state treasu- 
rer's office, 99 72 
J. L. H. Hayes, services in auditor ge- 



neral's office, 


41 67 




J. L. H. Hayes, do do 


41 67 




W. W. Deane, do do 


42 46 




W. W. Deane, do do 


56 16 




W. A* Butler, do in state trea- 






surer's office, 


41 66 




C. C Jackson, for filling scrip, 


196 00 




Paid postage for secretary of state, 


36 97 




do for governor. 


12 34 




Paid for wood for auditor general and 


• 




state treasurer's offices. 


22 00 




J. L. H. Hayes, for services rendered in 






auditor general's office. 


54 17 




Auditor general, for cash paid for can- 






dles, pens, wood, dsc.. 


21 56 


$1,068 25 






Leaving a halance of 


81,150 55 



It was stated in the last annual report, that the returns of one 
county for the years 1836 and 1837, had heen made to this office, 
and that the lands remained unsold, for the reason that doubts had 
arisen, whether a sale would be valid under the provisions of the re- 
vised statute& Several other provisions of the laws which have been 
variously construed, were also noticed, and a revision of the whole 
system was recommended. I advert to the subject again, as another 
year's experience has satisfied me of the utter impracticability of in- 
troducing a uniform mode of proceduxe under provisions of law so 
liable to be misconstrued. 

I also requested some modification of the law which requires the 
auditor general, af^er the 1st January, in each year, to prepare the 
statements of lands to be offered for sale on the first Monday in June 
fbUowing, in season to advertise them sixteen weeks before the day 
of sale. As the law remains unchanged, 1 have been obliged to an- 
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ticipate the publication of those lists for the year 1886» and shall for- 
ward them to the several county treasurers early in thtf month of 
January. The lists have not been prepared for the years 1886 or 
1837, and I respectfully refer the matter to the legislature. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

E. P. HASTINGS, Audita GtmraL 



•» 
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(B.) 

Estimate of Expenditures far the year 1842. 
Due sundry persons, per act November 14, ISSS, 968 54 
do do March 28, 1836, 8 04 
do do July 26, 1836, 28 01 
do do March 23. 1837, 55 75 
do do June 22, 1837, 57 65 
do do December SO, 1837^ 11 38 
do do April 6, 1838, 86 5S 
do do April 20, 1839, 483 71 
do do April 1, 1840, 34 50 
do do April 13, 1841, 108 28 
Balance of appropriation for witnesses before the com- 
mittee of investigation in 1839, 152 44 
Interest on stocks, on account of general fund, 6,000 00 
do do state prison, 8,600 00 
Legislature, including printing, 40,000 00 
Expenses of st^te prison, 10,000 90 
Salaries of public officers and clerks, 16,425 OQ 
Bounty on wolves, 1,000 00 
Postage, messengers and other miscellaneous iteras, 8,000 00 
Contingent fund, 1,000 00 

$82,114 83 

Deficit on general fund, 32,081 22 

•114,196 05 
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(C.) 

Assessment^ 1841. 



I8ll. 


CoantiM. 


Vtlaatlon. 


R«to. 

3 mills. 


9 

Amonnt. 


Aug. 27. 


Allegan, 


$697,744 66 


92,003 23 




Branchy 


822,563 32 


3 


do 


2,467 66 




Berrien, 


714,928 00 


3 


do 


2,144 78 




Barry, 


582,652 00 


3 


do 


1,747 95 




Calhoun, 


1,640,938 00 


3 


do 


' 4,922 81 




Cass, 


976,287 94 


3 


do 


2,928 86 


ChippewEi 
Clinton, 


74,684 50 
636,881 66 


3 
3 


do 
do 


223 75 
1,910 64 




Eaton, 


601,966 62 


3 


do 


1,806 90 


% 


Genesee, 


917,425 07 


3 


do 


2,752 28 




Hillsdale, 


1,278,805 41 


3 


do 


3,836 60 




Ionia, 


429,023 37 


3 


do 


1,287 07 




Ingham, 


732,305 54 


3 


do 


2,196 92 




Jackson, 


1,497,878 00 


3 


do 


4,493 63 




Kalamazoo, 


1,293,367 00 


3 


do 


8,880 10 




Rent, 


691,842 37 


3 


do 


2,075 53 




Livingston, 


1,095,760 00 


3 


do 


3,287 28 




Lenawee, 


2,449,311 00 


3 


do 


7,347 93 




Lapeer, 


1,089,826 60 


3 


do 


3,269 48 




Monroe, 


1,632,766 44 


3 


do 


4,598 30 




Macomb, 


1,082,005 19 


3 


do 


3,246 02 




Mackinac, 


126,034 00 


3 


do 


378 10 




Oakland, 


2,330,651 00 


3 


do 


6,991 65 




Ottawa, 


315,237 00 


3 


do 


945 71 




St. Clair, 


1,017,136 57 


3 


do 


3,061 41 




Shiawassee, 


794,056 84 


3 


do 


2,382 17 




Saginaw, 


253,894 47 


3 


do 


761 68 




St Joseph, 


092,811 65 


3 


do 


2,978 48 




Van Buren, 


494,999 54 


3 


do 


1,485 00 




Washtenaw, 


2,866,497 00 


3 


do 


8,599 49 




Wayne, 


4,572,861 09 


3 


do 


13,718 58 




•34,603,021 85 






•103,809 03 



^ 



08 
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(E.) 

De^aitj Jvly 8, 1841. 
To the Auditor General and State Treasurer : 

Okmtlkmsn— Annexed is a statement of my transactions last 
q>ringy relative to the United States bank, railroad iron, 6&c. Messrs. 
John Ward & Co. will transmit to you a statement of their doings 
in the premises^ so soon as they shall haye disposed of the United 
States bank bills, dec., when you will be enabled to introduce the 
different items properly into your books, dsc Herewith, you have 
also a stateftient from the cashier of the United States bank, in New 
York, of the amount he paid me, dated April 22, 1841 — Henry 
Uwight's receipt for $195,505 75 in United States bank bills — re- 
ceipt of John Ward & Co., for $8,060 in United States bank bills, 
(equal to $2,047 80-100,)^-agreement with Hicks 6^ Co. for rail- 
road iron-*receipt of Hicks & Co., (in duplicate,) for payment of 
railroad iron, in full, and their statement of account 
^ I am, gentlemen, 
, Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

ROBERT STUART. 
N. B. Herewith I hand you also, all correspondence, from othersf 
and oopy of my letters you will find in the letter book. 



Statement of Robert Stuartf Treaaurer^ in relation to Jus mission^ 
m Aprilt 1841, to procure railroad iron^ and settle with the Um-^ 
ted States hankffor the April instalment j S^c, 
1841. 
April 22. Received United States bank bills, on ao* 

count of instalment, $212,812 50 

3i per cent exchange in their bills, 7,080 47 

21 days' interest, 772 78 

$221,565 75 
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ft 

1841. CR. 

April 22. Paid to Messrs. John Ward & Co., on re- 
ceipt of Henry Dwight, for the bank of 
Michigan, in United States bank bills, $195,505 7f 

Paid to ditto, in drafts of Bank of Michi- 
gan, taken up by the United States bank, 
for (net amount $2,947 80,) 3,060 00 

Paid Hicks d: Co., on account of railroad 
iron, in United States bank bills at 14 
per cent discount, (making net $19,550) • 23,000 00 

$221,565 75 

I 

N. B. Left instructions with Messrs. John Ward &^ Co., to e;c- 
change and dispose of the amount paid over to them, as follows, viz: 

To refund themselves amount borrowed by me to pay coupons due 
on state bonds, in May, $3,700 ; to retain amount agreed by me to 
be paid on freight of railroad iron, $2,500, and amount they paid me 
for my personal expenses on this journey, $190 — ^making, in all, 
$6,390. To apply the residue, (when exchanged,) in liquidation of 
the state drafts to the Bank of Michigan. 

Exclusive of the above, I gave my two drafts on the United States 
bank, in New York, favor of Hicks & Co., payable 1st July, on ac^ 
count of railroad iron, for $50,000 and $740 ; and a draft for bal- 
ance due them, on said bank, payable 1st of October next, for $1,- 
707 27-100. Mr. Ward will send statement of account, when the 
transaction shall be closed. 

ROBERT STUART. 
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(G.) 

Table of unexpended appropriations on account of Internal hnprote- 

ment Fund. 

Southern railroad, ' $81,070 30 

Northern railroad, 42,056 42 

Sa^naw eanal, 20,155 89 

Havre branch railroad, 19,089 16 

St Marie's canal, 46,949 14 

Salt springs, 4,206 07 

Improvement of Grand and Kalamazoo rivers, 9,176 09 

Improvement of St Joseph river, 21,025 31 

Canal around Grand rapids, 24,780 64 

Central railroad, 241,190 49 

Saginaw turnpike, 1,123 39 

Northern turnpike, 30,000 00 

Detroit and Grand river road, 4,512 13 



$545,335 03 



(11.) 

Abstract of the remaining instalments due from the United States 
Bank and Morris Canal and Banking Cotnpany, on account of 
five million loan. 

Due from United States Bank, 



10th ins 


talment d 


ue October 1, 1841, 


821S437 50 


11th 


do 


January 1, 1842, 


221,250 00 


12th 


do 


April 1, 1S42, 


224,062 50 


13th 


do 


July 1, 1842, 


226,875 00 


14th 


do 


October 1, 1842, 


229,687 50 


15tb 


do 


January 1, 1843, 


186,000 00 



$1,306,312 50 
Due from Morris Canal and Banking Company, 
4th instaknent due April 1, 1840, $67,187 50 

5th do July 1, 1840, 68,125 00 



Carried forward, $ $1,306,312 50 

Vol. 11. 10 
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Brought forward. 


$ 91,306,312 50 


6th inBtalment due October 1, 1840, 


69,062 50 


7th 


do 


January 1, 1841, 


70,000 00 


8th 


do 


April 1, 1841, 


70,937 60 


9th 


do 


July 1, 1841, 


71,875 00 


10th 


do 


October 1, 1841, 


72,812 50 


11th 


do 


January 1, 1842, 


73,750 00 


12th 


do 


April 1, 1842, 


74,687 60 


13th 


do 


July 1, 1842, 


74,625 00 


14th 


do 


October 1, 1842, 


76,562 60 


15th 


do 


January 1, 1843, 


62,000 00 






- 


_ 852,625 00 




• 




$2,158,037 50 



(I.) 

Due to the Internal improvement Fund from the following soureeB. 

Bank of Gibraltar, •20,000 00 

James B. Hunt, commissioner, ^>050 63 

L. S. Humphrey, ^0,115 40 

W. R. Thompson, ^f^^^ ^ 

B.H. Lothrop, ^^^ ^ 

$50,206 74 



STATEMENT O 



«■ 



Date of tew. 



For what amoaat ao- 
thorized. 



For what 



November 14, 1835. 
March 21 and No- ^ 
vember 15 * 1837. j 
June 22, 1637. 
March 5, 1838. 
Mai£h 22, 1838. 
April 19, 1839. 
April 10, 1838. 
April e, 1838. 

do 
September 1, 1838. 



9100,000 00 
5,000,000 00 



20,000 
100,000 

20,000 

40,000 
100,000 
100,000 
100,000 

31,000 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 



•5,611,600 00 



General fund. 

Internal improvement. 

Palmyra and Jacksonbu 
Detroit and Pontiac rail. 
Erection of a penitentia 
do do 

do * university 

Allegan and Marshall ra 
Ypsilanti and Tecumseh 
Delinquent tax fund. 



March 80, 1840. 


921,610 00 


Delinquent taxes i 


do 


24,110 00 


do do 


do 


24,610 00 


do do 


do 


16,130 00 


do do 


do 


17,850 00 


do do 


do 


16,090 00 


do do 


April 13, 1841. 


3,950 00 


do do 


do 


4,550 00 


do do 


do 


8,040 00 


do ,do 


do 


8,765 00 


do do 


do 


24,955 00 


do do 


do 


125,830 67 


do do 




$5,807,490 67 


a 



m^F^mmm^mm 



•^^mmm. 
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Report of the Agent of State Penitentiary, 
To E. P. Hastings, Auditor Creneralj Michigan : 

The undersigned respectfully submits the following report : 

By an act of the legislature of 1841. the sum of five thousand dol- 
lars was appropriated for ** continuing the building of the state pris- 
on ;" the office of building commissioner was abolished and the du- 
ties of said office were required to be performed by the agent* Du- 
ring their last session, the legislature also provided for the payment 
of sundry old claims againct the prison, amounting in all to 92,407 
32, <* to be paid out of any moneys appropriated for thei further con- 
struction of said prison," leaving only 92,592 68 to be expended up- 
on the works at this place. Of this amount 82,500 00 was received 
by the undersigned, on the 24th day of September last 

The wall upon the west side of the yard, having been commenced 
by the late commissioner, it was deemed advisable to extend this wall 
80 far around the yard as the limited amount of funds received, would 
allow. Upon examination it was found that a large quantity of stone 
could be easily obtained, upon land owned by the state, in the im- 
mediate vicinity of this wall, a number of convicts have been em- 
ployed in digging these stones, which have yielded so well, that only 
about seven hundred perch of stone have been purchased from indi- 
viduals ; a great expense having in this manner been saved to the 
slate, which was overlooked by the late commissioner. 

The west and north walls are now completed, making in all over 
1,060 feet of wall, and leaving about 500 feet to be built, upon the 
east side of the yard. This work was commenced about the middle 
of May last, and has been constructed mainly by the labor of con- 
▼icta, who, at that time, were men of little or no experience in the 
ImsinesB. It was my intention to carry this wall around to the north 
aide of the contemplated east wing of the prison, but the inclemency 
of the season prevented, and forced an entire suspension of the work. 

In consequeuce of the old work shops, in which many of the con- 
Ticta are employed, being detatched and situated in difierent parts of 
the yard, and in other respects objectionable, I have erected a range 
of two story brick walls, for workshops, one hundred feet long and 
fifty-two feet wide* It is contemplated to complete these shops early 
in the spring, so as to employ the labor of convicts more extensively 
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in the different trades. And it is anticipated that the labor which 10 
now lost to the state, in consequence of old age, and the inability of 
many to perform arduous duties, may be advantageously employed, 
(after the erection of looms and other conveniences,) in manufac- 
turing their own clothing ; thus greatly diminishing one of the chief 
expenses of their support. 

During the past season, there has been laid in the walls and foun- 
dation to work shops, four thousand one hundred and ninety-three 
perch of stone, and in the work shops and chimneys, two hundred 
and three thousand bricks ; also, seven hundred and fifty feet of cut 
stone, for door and window sills and caps to work shops. 

In the report of the last commissioner, it is stated " that forty-two 
cells were completed at that time, (November 16, 1840,) and forty 
more were in a state of forwardness that would insure their comple- 
tion within the month." When the said commissioner left the works 
under my charge, forty-four cells were completed in the manner sta- 
ted in said report. Since which time, twenty-four cells have been 
covered with cut stone, and other stone are now cut in readiness for 
six more, leaving eight cells of the ** entire tier" still arched with 
brick, as left by the first commissioner, Benjamin Porter* 

When the late commissioner commenced upon the duties of his 
ofRce, a large quantity of building materials were on hand, consist- 
ing of cut stone, rough stone, bricks, lime, timber for roof, &c, &c., 
as will appear more fully upon reference to the inventory of pro- 
perty transferred to him by Jonas II. Titus, commissioner. ThuSf 
upon examination, it will be noticed, that the comparison in the last 
commissioner's report, exhibiting a much greater amount of work 
accomplished with' less money in 1840 than in 1839, was an unfair 
representation, inasmuch as a large sum of money was expended by 
J. H. Titus, commissioner, in the purchase of said materials, for con- 
tinuing the works under the superintendence of his successor. At 
the time the duties of building commissioner devolved upon me, there 
were no materials, (with the exception of lime and bricks,) left to 
commence with, and, without funds, the progress of the work was 
necessarily slow ; yet it will appear by a comparative view of the 
amount of work executed in 1840 and 1841, with the different sums 
appropriated, that the balance is greatly in favor of the last season, 
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thereby proving that small appropriations, well applied, with the la- 
bor of convicts, advance the progress of the prison buildings much 
more than large sums, when disbursed with more regard to the pro- 
lAotion of the interests of private individuals, than to those of the 
state. 

It is believed that the residue of the prison may be built with small 
annual appropriations, together with the labor of the convicts, so as 
to render the expense of its erection much less than by adopting the 
course heretofore pursued. 

Herewith, annexed, will be found a complete list of receipts and 
expenditures upon the two departments of the prison under my con- 
trol, during the past year, by which it appears, that although the la-' 
bor of the convicts has chiefly been applied upon the building depart- 
ment, and the number confined at the prison increased during the 
year, from forty-four to sixty-six, the expenses for their support, pay 
of guards' wages, &;c., amount to about three thousand dollars less 
than in the year 1840. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
Agent State Prison^ 

State Prison Office^ Jackson^ Nov. 30, 1841. 
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David AdamSf Agentf in account with the 
DR. 



1840. 
Oct. 31. 
Dec. 4. 

31. 
1841. 
Jan. 31. 
Feb. 15. 

28. 

Mar. 18. 
31. 

April 7. 
30. 

May 31. 

July 1. 

5. 

Aug. 5. 

7. 

Sept. 22. 
30. 



Oct. 15. 
31. 



To balance cash as per report, to datei 
received from treasury, 
for work by convicts, 

do do 

from treasury, 
for work by convicts, 
for rent, 
from treasury, 
for work by convicts, 
for rent, 

do 
for convict labor, 

do do 

from treasury, 
for convict labor, 
for rent, 
from treasury, 
for lumber sold, 
for rent, 
from treasury, 
for convict labor, 

Charles H. Knox, one pair hand cufis, 
W. Tabor, one pair boots, (convicts) 
treasury, 
rent, 

convict clothing sold, 
for convict labor to date, 



$441 88 


1,000 00 


122 01 


29 28 


1,000 00 


64 10 


37 32 


1,000 00 


88 00 


18 38 


23.14 


13 25 


15 68 


1,000 00 


8 70 


51 72 


1,000 00 


1 80 


82 50 


1,000 00 


5 50 


2 25 


2 00 


1,000 00 


82 50 


13 00 


119 85 


•8,122 81 



1841. 



Oct. 31. To balance in hands of D. Adams, agent, 



$56 48 
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Comriet DepartmetU of the State Prison^ at Jackson, 
1840- CR. 
Nov. 30. By this amoant of vouchers rendered audi- 
tor general this date, $450 06 
do do 1,093 01 
do do 1,236 05 
do do 1,022 37 
do do 1,072 79 
do do ^ 1,046 58 
^do do 1,071 33 
do do 1,074 12 
Balance in hands of agent this date, to 
balance account, 56 48 



De& 81. 


do 


Much 6. 


do 


May d. 


do 


July 81. 


do 


Sept 6. 


do 


Ocf r 10. 


do 


31. 


do 



«8,122 81 



Siaie of Michigan^ County of Jackson^ as : 

Darid Adams, the agent, and S. W. Whitwell, the clerk of the 
state prison, at Jackson, severally make oath and say, that the fore- 
going statement of account is correct and true, according to the best 
of their knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn to, this 30th day of November, A. D. 1841, 
before me, 

P. LIVERMORE, Justice of the Peace. 



Jan. 


31. 


do 


Feb. 


15. 


do 




28. 


do 
do 


Mar. 


18. 


do 




31. 


do 


April 


7. 


do 




30. 


do 
do 


May 


31. 


do 


July 


1. 


do 




5. 


do 
do 


Aug. 


5. 


do 
do 




7. 


do 


Sept 


22. 


do 




30. 


do 
do 
do 



1,000 00 


122 01 


29 28 


1,000 00 


64 10 


87 82 


1,000 00 


88 00 


18 88 


28 14 


18 25 


15 68 


1,000 00 


8 70 


51 72 


1,000 00 


1 80 


82 50 


1,000 00 


5 50 


2 25 


2 00 


1,000 00 


82 50 


18 00 


119 85 
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David Adams J AgerUj in aceoufU toith the 
1840. DR. 

Oct 31. To balance cash as reported to auditor gene- 
ral to this date, $441 88 
Dec 4. Received from treasury, per auditor gene- 
ral's warrant, 1,000 00 i 
81. do do sundry person for work in shops, &c., too nt 
1841. 

do do do 

treasury per auditor general warrant, 
sundry persons for work in shops, 
W. Fulkerson, for rent, 
treasury per auditor general's warrant, 
sundries for convict labor, 
Issacher Hammond, for rent, 
James C. Broadt, do 
sundries for convict labor, 

do do 

treasury per auditor general's warrant, 
sundries for convict labor, 

do rent, 

treasury per auditor general's warrant, 
lumber sold, 
Irus Hammond, rent, 
treasury per auditor general's warrant, 
sundries for convict labor, 
Chas. H. Knox, for 1 pair hand cu& sold, 
W. Tabor, one pair boots, property of 
Norton, convict, 

Oct 15. do treasury per auditor general's warrant, 

31. do Irus Hammond, rent to date, 

do sundries for convict's clothes sold, 
do do labor by convicts, &c.. 



Carried forward, $8,122 81 
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Convict DeparimefU of the State Prison. 

1840. CR. 

ThefoUowing sums disbursed on account of State Prison, from the 
1st of Nooemher, 1840, to Slst October, 1841. 

Wliat account, No receipt or invoice. Dollan. 

Transporting Convicts to Prison. 
Nov. 10. Paid David Adams' expenses, 

1 convict from Berrien Co. #39 68 

Dec 8. do two do from Washtenaw 

county, 9 13 

22. N. R. Hammond, 2 do from 

Wayne county, R. 34 12 50 

28. A. E. Lyon, 1 do from Mon* 

roe county, 41 10 63 

1841. 

Jan. 4. do 1 do from Wayne county, 44 7 91 

Feb. 28. David Adams, 1 do from Oak- 
land county, 15 37 
Mar. 3. N. R. Hammond, 2 do from 

Genesee county, 96 17 88 

18. David Adams, three do from 

Wayne county, 11 68 

25. C. H. Knox, sheriff, two do 

from St Joseph county, 107 36 50 

April 20. David Adams, three do from 

Oakland county, 42 25 

28. S. Eastman, 4 do from Cass 

and Berrien counties, 125 52 18 

July 1. David Adams, five do from 

Wayne county, 24 81 

Aug. 6. do 2 do from Washtenaw 

county, ^ 60 

18. do 1 do from Monroe cou'y, 4 75 

Aug. 18. J. B. Pierce, use of horse & 

buggy for do, 187 6 00 

Carried forward, • S 
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David AdaiMf Agents in account mth the 
1841. DR. 

Brought forward* 989122 81 



Carried forward^ ^ 122 81 
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CwMict Department of the State PrUmL 
1841. t CR. 

Brought forward, $ 9 

Sept 22. Paid David Adams, ten con- 
victs from Wayne county, R. 57 00 
Oct 5. C. H. Knox, 1 do from St 

Joseph county, 218 8 00 

13. G. W. Beckwith, 1 do from 

Cass county, 222 29 00 

23. S. W. Whitwell, 1 do from 

Lenawee county, 229 7 50 

31. James McKinney, 1 do from 

Van Buren county, 240 26 00 



•426 17 



Convict clothingf bedding, ^c, 

1840. 

Nov. 20. Paid Henry Tisdale for 1 pair 

mittens, I. 4 $1 00 

Dec. 11. D. F. Dwight & Co., bedtick- 

ing for shirds, 53 05 

1841. 

Mar. 6. Wm. Fulkerson, clothes for 

Porter, convict, R. 99 4 00 

April 20. W. P. ds L. Cassick, ker- 
sey, ^c., I. 18 28 18 
P. M. Everett & Co., sun- 
dries, 19 18 88 
M. B. 6c J. W. Medbury, sun- 
dries, 20 131 43 
28. Joseph Rodgers, for cutting 

convicts' clothes, R. 126 1 50 

July 2. Henry Tisdale, for cloth, I. 23 84 75 
W. P. Kassick, for sattinet, 24 11 56 
Green & Jessup, for ticking, 25 6 47 

P. M. Everett & Co., do 29 8 94 

J. Z. Sackett, thread, 28 1 56 

Carried forward, $ 
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David Adams f Agents in aeeouiU toUk the 
1841. DR. • 

Brought forward, 989122 81 



MfteH^^^UI 



Carried forward, •8,122 81 
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tkmmd Ikpartmrnt of the StaU Prison* 
1841. CR. 

Brought forwardi $ $ 

July 2. Paid D. F. Dwight dc Co., 

sundries, L 29 47 37 

Green dc Bailey, ticking, dsc 30 1 91 

Aug. 7. Irus Hammond, 1 vest for 

convict on discharge, R. 183 2 00 

27. Laurence dc Barber, shoes 
furnished convicts from 1st 
April to date, 194 & 195 116 71 

8ept 22. Randolph dc Brothers, blan- 
kets, dsc, I. 36 136 55 
27. M. B, & J. W. Medbury, 
cloth and sundries, 
W. P. Eassick, do 

D. T. Merriman, thread, 
P. M. Everett dc Co., do 
John Sumner, materials for 

clothes, dsc , 
Oct 26. Henry Tisdale, do 

31. M, B. dc J. W. Medbury, do 
Dwight ds Fiske, do 

E. S. Lathrop, do 
L. P. Gregg, cutting cloth's 

for convicts, 51 17 63 

S. W. Whilwell, pantaloons 
for Green, convict, R. 247 3 00 



Nov. 4. 



37 


190 13 


38 


20 01 


39 


50 


40 


250 


41 


41 51 


45 


9 75 


47 


44 27 


48 


12 39 


50 


10 07 



6. 
10. 



Suiidries. 




Paid E. D. Merriman, for 2 




Iba black lead, L 1 


38 


E. J. Bunt, for 2 lbs. tallow, I. 2 


38 


S. Fiastman, leather, 3 


118 63 


James C. Bradt, one wagon 




for transporting convicts to 




prison, R* 1 


90 00 



Carried forward, f f 



94 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Bamd Adams j Agents in aecawU with the 
1841. DR. 

Brought forward, •8,122 81 



Canrried forward, t 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 96 

Cammd DepartmefU of the State Prison. 
1841. CR. 

Brought forward, $ $ 

Nov. 10. Paid A. C. Ford, two wagon 

boxes, R. 2 50 ^ , 

Dec 8. Moore ds Hitchcock, adver^ 

tising in St Gazette, 1. 5 2 00 

Eldred dc Son, leather, sheet 
iron, dsc, 6 133 16 

Jackson St Furnace Com., 
4,250 lbs. stove castings, 8 286 87 

11. John Owen, medicines for 

hospital, 10 5 18 

20. Joel Roberts, cell tubs, R. 40 2 50 

Jan. 4. W. Fish, for bristles, R. 45 50 

11. Joel Roberts, for cell tubs, R. 46 2 00 

13. S. Harrington, 36 Iba can- 
dles, R. 49 5 76 
23. Rob't Blain, for two bushels 

hair, I. 14 2 25 

Feb. 10. Geo. B. Cooper, postage, R. 61 4 25 

28. Eldred ds Son, for oil, can- 
vass, dsc, I. 15 74 00 
Mar. 3. H. B. Lathrop, for wheels 

for hand cart, R. 94 

6. W. H. Monroe, for soap, R. 101 
18. Z. Chandler, for blankets, I. 16 
27. Jno. Howel, for repairing 

wagon, R. 108 

31. Jas. C. Dyer, for sundries, I. 17 
April 7. Joel Roberts, for cell tubs, R. 107 
20. Geo. B. Cooper, for postage, R. 124 
Dawson & Bates, for adver- 
tising, I. 21 
June 12. S. Town, for brooms, R. 144 
July 2. G. B. Cooper, for postage, R. 163 

Carried forward, 9 f 



2 00 


80 


7 00 


2 63 


1 22 


12 00 


5 57 


6 50 


5 00 


1 78 



06 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Datdd AdamSf Agent, in aoeomU wUk the 
1841. . DB. 

Brought forward, $8,122 81 



••i«—«" 



Carried forward, •8,122 81 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 91 

Canmct Department of the State Prison 
1841. CR. 

Brought forward, $ $ 

July 2. Paid Jno. McLean, for one 

trus8 for Bowker, (convict,) I. 22 4 00 
A. Bigelow, for tin ware, I. 26 2 98 
3. Wy R. DeLand, for adminis- 
tering oaths, R. 168 1 00 
Aug. 27. Moore & Hitchcock, for ad- 
vertising, I. 34 1 50 
Sept 11. Thos. A. Swift, for 1 pistol, R. 199 4 00 
27. Chester Yale, for tin cups, I 42 1 00 
Oct 5. Geo. B. Cooper, for postage, R. 219 3 17 
15. Randolph & Brother, for bed 

spreads, I. 44 15 82 

31. A. Bigelow, for tin ware, I. 49 13 32 

W. P. Kassick, for oil, &c., I. 46 3 65 



5 


8 13 


10 


5 00 


11 


33 75 


12 


33 75 


15 


33 75 


16 


28 75 


17 


25 62 


18 


33 75 


19 


33 75 


20 


33 75 


21 


33 75 


22 


19 68 



823 30 



Chiards. 
1840. 

Nov. 13. Paid £. Allen, for 7 days ser- 
vices, R. 3 97 88 
20. Thomas A. Swift, on acc't 

services, 
25. James Turner, do 

30. Issacher Hammond, to date, 
Wra. Fulkerson, to date, 
Dec 7. Reuben Swift, to Nov. 30th, 
1840, 

James Turner, do 
T. A. Swift, do 

8. Walter Tabor, do 

M. Harrigan, do 

Irus Hammond, do 
D. C. Richardson, do 
J. L. Richardson, do 

Carried forward, $ $ 

Vol. 11. 13 



98 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

David AdamSf Agent, in account mih ihe 

1841. * DR. 

Brought forward, •8,122 81 



Carried forward, §8,122 81 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 
Conieiet DepartmetU of the State Prism. 



«9 



1841. 


CR. 










Brought forward, 




• • 




Dec 14 


Paid Iss'r Hammond, on ac- 










count, 


R. 29 


10 00 


f 


21. 


James Blanej, 7} days, 


32 


8 19 




22. 


Thos. A. Swift, on account, 


33 


12 00 




81. 


Iss'r Hammond, do 


42 


5 00 




1841. 










JanY 4 


Reuben Swift, do 


43 


10 00 




1& 


J. L. Richardson, do 


50 


10 13 




27. 


Tho's A, Swift, do 


52 


10 00 




Feb. 2. 


do do 


54 


5 00 




8. 


do do 


55 


10 00 






Wm. Fulkerson, do 


56 


5 00 




4. 


Walter Tabor, do 


58 


3 00 




Id. 


Jno. Smitherman, 2} days. 


62 


2 81 




18. 


Jas. Turner, to 31st Decem- 










ber, 


63 

t 


.34 87 






do to date. 


64 


18 00 


• 




A. E. Lyon, to date, 


65 


20 25 






J. L. Richardson, to 31st De- 










cember, 


66 


24 74 






J. L. Richardson, for 11} 










days in January, 


67 


12 94 ' 






Irus Hammond, to 31st Jan- 










uary, 


68 


69 75 




19. 


Walter Tabor, do 


69^70 


66 75 






Issr Hammond, do 


71-2 


54 75 






M. Harrigan, do 


73 


47 81 






Wm. Fulkerson, do 


74-5 


64 75 






Tho^s A. Swift, do 


76-7 


32 75 






Reuben Swift, do 


78-9 


59 75 






D. C. Richardson, do 


80-81 


69 75 




Feb. 24. 


A. E. Lyon, on account, 


84 


15 00 






Tho's A. Swift, do 
Carried forward, 


85 


10 00 






• • 








' ■> j' 







100 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Daoid Adamsy Agents in aeamnt wUh ther 
1841. DR. 

Brought forward^ $8,122 81 



Carried forward, f8,122 81 



JOINT DOCTTMENTS. 10* 

# 

Conciet Department of the State Prison. 
1841. CR. 

Brougfit forwardy $ 

Feb. 27. Paid Iss'r Hammond, on ao- 

count, R. 88 5 00 

Mar. 1. Tho^s A. Swift, do 92 21 50 

I. Hammond, do R. 93 20 00 

3. D. C. Richardson, do 95 16 00 

4. Irus Hammond, to 28th Feb- 

ruary, 97 81 50 

5. W. Fulkerson, on account, 98 5 00 

6. A. E. Lyon, balance 28th 

February, 100 16 50 

16. A. £. Lyon, to date, 103 16 88 
23. M. Harrigan, nine and a half 

days, 106 10 69 

30. D. C. Richardson, to date, 109^10 49 25 

31. T. A. Swift, to date, 114 34 88 
Reuben Swift, to 28th Feb- 
ruary, 115 31 50 

April 7. Walter Tabor, do 116 31 50 
L Hammond, to dlst March, 118-19 41 38 
10. Wm. Fulkerson, to 28th Fe- 
bruary, 120 26 50 
14. L Hammond, on account, 121 8 00 
29. Irus Hammond, do 127 23 80 
Jas. C. Bradt, services in Fe- 
bruary, 128 1 25 
80. Wm. Fulkerson, services to 



May 



dlst March, 


129 


34 88 


M. Harrigan, services to date, 


130 


27 00 


8. T. A. Swift, services to 30th 




• 


April, 


131 


33 75 


Walter Tabor, on account, 


132 


5 00 


11. C S. Elwell, do 


133 


4 44 


13. M, Harrigan, do 


134 


11 18 


Caarried forward, 


• • 



102 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

David AdamSf Agent j in account with the 
1841. DR. 

Brought forward, 6B9I22 81 



Carried forward, •8,122 81 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 103 

Conmct DepartmerU of the State Prison. 



1841. CR, 






Brought forward, 




• $ 


May 13. Paid T. A. Swift, on account, R. 135 


6 19 


J. L. Richardson, do 


136 


1 88 


C. S. Elwell, do 


137 


8 00 


Edgar Swift, do 


138 


4 50 


I. Hammond, do 


139 


1 50 


Irus Hammond, do 


140 


3 50 


17. J. L. .Richardson, do 


141 


3 00 


July 2. Edgar Swift, to 30th April, 


145-6 


39 38 


I. Hammond, to 30th June, 147-8-9 


85 25 


Irus Hammond, to thirty- 






' first May, 151-2-3 


72 33 


W. Tabor, to 31st March, 


154 


29 88 


W . Tabor, on account, 


155 


13 37 


C. S. Elwell, io 31st May, 


156-7 


39 93 


Wm. Fulkerson, on account, 


158 


64 75 


M. Harrigan, do 


159 


19 82 


J. L. Richardson, to thirtieth 






April, 


160 


30 00 


Reuben Swifl, to 31st March, 


161 


34 88 


J. L. Richardson, on account, 


162 


19 50 


7. T. A. Swift, to 30th June, 


165-6 


54 81 


Aug. 5. W. Fulkerson, to 31st July, 


172-3 


61 00 


T. A. Swift, to 31st July, 


174 


27 00 


r! Swift, do 


175 


118 25 


Edgar Swift, do 


176 


83 00 


Irus Hammond, do 


177 


61 00 


Iss'r Hammond, do 


178 


31 00 


M. Harrigan, to dOth June, 


179 


30 00 


W. Tabor, to 31st May, 


180 


51 38 


J. L. Richardson, to 31st 






July, 


181 


72 50 


C. S. Elwell, do 


182 


61 00 


27. J. L. Richardson, accotmt, 


189 


14 13 


Carried forward, 


9 9 



104 joint; documents. 

Daoid Adama^ Agentf in account with the 
1841. DR. 

Brought forward, 99,1^ 81 



Carried forward, $8,122 81 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 106 

Cofwiet Departmenl of the State PrUon. 

1841. CR. 

Brought forward, • • 

Aug. 27. T. A. Swifl, account, R. 190 10 50 

J. Hammond, do 191 8 62 

R. Swift, do 192 6 94 

Sept 11. T. A, Swift, balance to date, 197-8 25 00 

27. Irus Hammond, account, 201 40 00 

28. W. Tabor, to 30th June, 203 30 00 
L Hammond, to 31st Au- 
gust, 204 21 88 

M. Harrigan, do 205 62 00 
D. Gidley, do 206 22 00 
30. M, Harrigan, to 30th Sep- 
tember, instant,. 207 30 00 
W. Tabor, do 208 92 00 
Daniel Gidley, do 209 30 00 
W. Fulkerson, to 3l8t Au- 
gust, 210 31 00 
I. Hammond, to 30th Sep- 
tember, 211 30 00 
J. L. Richardson, do 212-18 46 87 
Irus Hammond, do 214 20 60 
C. S. Elwell, to date, 215 58 50 
Oct 5. D. B. Wilcox, 111 days' ser- 

vices, 217 11 50 
19. S. G. Porter, services in 

March last, 226 3 66 
80. Iss!r Hammond, to 3l8t Oc 

tober, instant, 230 80 60 

Irus Hammond, do 281 31 50 

Wm. Fulkerson, do 232 62 00 

W. Tabor, do 233 81 00 

C. S. Elwell, do 234 31 00 

M. Harrigan, do 235 81 00 

R. Swift, do 286 . 82 56 

Carried forward, % ^ 
Vol. II. 14 



106 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

David Adamsy Agent^ in aecau$U toitk the 
1841. DR. 

Brought forward, #8422 81 



Carried forward, $8,122 81 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 107 

OBwnct Defartment of the State Prison. 
1841. CR. 

Brought forward, ^ f 
Oct 80. Paid J. L. Richardson, to 

81st October, instant, R. 237 31 50 

Dan'l Gidley, do 238 31 00 

T. A. Swift, do 239 28 00 

Jno. Dandle, two days, 241 2 CO 

81. W. Hammond, 6i days, 246 6 50 

.$3,653 84 

Pursuing fugitive convicts. 
1840. 

Nov. 21. Paid J. B. Clark, following 

convicts escaped June 1, 

1840, R. 4 «2 00 

1841. 
Feb. 8. N. R. Hammond, following 

Gray and Murdock, 59 8 76 

March 1. Davis & Whitwood, for horse 

hire, 91 2 00 

Discharged Convicts. 
184a 

Nov. 22. Paid H. A. White, on dis- 
charge, R. 6 8 00 
W. Van Avery, do 7 8 00 
N. Stickle, do 8 8 00 
Dec 14. H. Gardinier, do 27 8 00 
26. G. Knapp, do 35 8 DO 
J. Wilson, do 86 3 .00 
A. Ross, do 37 2 00 
Jas. Esty, do 37 2 00 
Jan. 13. S. S. Doty, do 48 2 00 
Febb 25. S. D. Foster, do 87 8 00 
28. John Hay, jr., do 89 8 00 
H. B. Houghton, do 90 8 00 

Carried forward, $ $ 



12 70 



108 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

David AeUms, Agents in account lOttA the 

1841. DR. 

Brought forward, $8,122 81 



Carried forward, tS, 122 81 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 



100 



Conm€i Ikpartmeni tf the State Pruan. 



1841. 


Brought forward, 


CR. 






April 18. 


Paid J. Rodgers, 


on dis- 








charge. 


■ 


R. 122 


8 00 




Sylvester Lattie, 


do 


128 


8 00 


May 28. 


C. B. Crandall, 


do 


142 


8 00 


June 9. 


A. F. Streeter, 


do 


143 


8 00 


Aug. 12. 


Orrin Derby, 


do 


184 


8 00 


15. 


Peter Loomis, 


do 


185 


8 00 


16. 


L. Genereau, 


do 


186 


3 00 


Sept 11. 


Alva Allison, 


do 


196 


8 00 


Oct 10. 


J. C. Mitchell, 


do 


220 


8 00 




Royal Parker, 


do 


221 


8 00 


22. 


L. Cavanaugh, 


do 


227 


8 00 


81. 


Geo. F. Bum, 


do 


248 


8 00 




do cash received 








from him Oct 26, 1839, by 








J. H. Titus, agent, 

ProvUums. 


244 


1 84 







1840. 

Nov. 25. 
Dec 7. 

Feb. 19. 

Mar. 81. 

July 2. 

8. 

10. 

Aug. 6. 



Oct 18. 
81. 



Wm. Hammond, account, 
Wm. Hammond, to 30th No- 
vember, 
S. W. Stowell, boarding con- 
victs from Dec. 1, to Jan. 31, 
do from Feb. 1, to date, 
do from April 1, to May 31, 
do account in June, 
do do do 

do balance convict board in 

June, 
do boarding convicts in July, 
do from Aug. 1, to Sept 30, 
do boarding convicts this 
month. 



R. 9 100 00 



14 138 86 



82 


210 40 


111 


200 95 


150 


240 94 


164 


4 75 


169 


100 00 


170 


18 90 


171 


185 28 


224 


272 11 


242 


157 32 



f 



70 84 



1,574 46 



Carried forward, 



110 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

David AdamSf Agent, in ueeauni vfith the 
1841. DR. 

Brought forward, $8,122 81 



Carried forward, $6,122 81 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 



Ill 



Cwmet Department of the State Prieon. 
1840. CR. 

Brought forward, 

Freight and TraneportatunL 
Dec. 2. Paid EL W. Clark» teaming 

iron, R. 18 

11. W. Parker, railroad charges, I. 11 
do do 12 

21. E. B. Chapman, teaming 

leather, R. 31 

1841. 
Jan. 18. W. Parker, charges on sheet 

iron, I. 13 

Aug. 6. do shingles, &c., 31 

Sept 22. R. L. Spear, teaming shin- 
gles, . R.200 
W. S. Warner, freight, blan- 
kets, dec., 202 
Oct 14. J. W. Waters, teaming lum- 
ber, 223 



Wood. 
1840. 

Dec. 9. C. C. Darling, for 47} cords 

wood, R. 25-26 

26. J. P. Niffin, in account, 39 



5 43 
94 

87 

42 



3 08 

6 31 

7 58 
88 

7 50 



1840. 




Travelling Expenses. 




Dec a 


D.Adams, 


expenses to Detroit, 


10 87 


1841. 




1 




Jan. 8. 


do 


do 


10 87 


Feb. 15. 


do 


do 


10 88 

1 


Mar. 18. 


do 


do 


10 87 


July 1. 


do 


do 


10 88 


Aug. 5. 


do 


do 


10 87 


Oct 2a 


S. Whitwejl, R. 228 


10 87 



22 96 



76 11 



41 55 
10 00 



Carried forward, 



f 



112 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Dcmd Adams f Agent^ in aeemnl mtk the 
1841. DR. 

Brought forwards 98,122 81 



Carried forward, «8,122 81 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 118 

Convict Jkforiment of the State PrisoiL 

1841. CR. 

Brought forward, $ $ 

Jan. 27. Paid J. P. Niffin, balance, R. 61 21 82 

28. C. C. Darling, in account, 58 5 00 

Feb. 8. J. P. Niffin, do 57 8 00 

10. do do 60 5 05 

20. C. C. Darling, 88 25 00 

24. F. Blackman, for wood, 80 4 00 

Mar. 6. do do 102 5 22 

» 

16. A. C. Richardson, 104 6 73 

C. C. Darling, account, 105 15 00 

81. Monroe & Chamberlin, 112 22 00 

G. W. Woodworth, 8U cords, 118 27 19 

Aug. 27. C. C. Darling, account, 183 16 00 

W. H. Monroe, account wood 

contract, 108 10 60 

Oct. 4. John Clark, 216 SO 00 

19. S. 6. Porter, for 20 cords, 225 17 40 

81. C. C. Darling, balance, 245 2 81 

267 77 



Lumber. 
1840. 




Dec 8. F. B. Bush, for 1,600 lath, ' R. 28 


12 80 


1941. 

Aug. 6. Eldred & Son, for boards, 

shingles, &c^, 82 


69 24 



Labor, 
1840. 

Dec. 8. D. B. Wilcox, superintend- 

ing shoe shops, R. 24 88 88 

14 R. R. Jones, work do, 28 8 88 

19. H. Lewis six days do, 80 7 50 

1841. 

Jan. 12. R« R. Jones, brick work for 

stoves, 47 50 



82 04 



55 76 



Carried forwardt 9 
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114 JOINT DOCUMENT& 

David Adamsj Agents in account mth the 
1841. DR. 

Brought forwordy $8,122 81 



f R 122 61 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 115 

Conmct Department of the State Prison. 

1841. CR. 

Brought forward, 

Office Expenses. 
1840. 

Dea 8. A. S. Bagg, stationery, I. 7 10 00 

1841. 

July 8. T. A. Swift, for one clock, R. 167 

Aug. 5. A. S. Bagg, for pens, L 33 

Sept. 22. S. L. Rood, do paper, 35 

Oct 15. A. S. Bagg, paper and pens, 43 



To amount of debits from page 6, 



Balance to new account. 



^^ 




Recapitulation. 




Receipts during year ending 31si October, 


1841, 


Disbursements. 




Transporting convicts to prison. 


8426 17 


Clothing, bedding, ^c. 


952 57 


Sundries, 


823 30 


Guards, 


8,653 84 


Pursuing fugitives, 


12 76 


Oiacharged convicts, 


70 84 


Provisions, 


1,574 46 


Freight and transportation, 


32 96 


Traveling expenses. 


76 11 


Wood, 


267 77 


Lumber, 


82 04 


Labor, 


55 76 


Office expenses, 


87 75 



15 03 

75 

8 25 

3 75 


87 75 




88.066 33 


88,122 81 
8,066 33 




- 


856 48 



88,122 81 



8,066 33 
Balance, 856 48 



118 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

State ofHRehganj County ofJackt<mj ss : 

David Adorns, the Qgent, and S. W. Whitwell, the clerk of the 
state prison, at Jackson, severally make oath and say, that the fore- 
going statement of account is correct and true in every respecti ac- 
cording to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn to, this 30th day of November, A. D. 1841, 
before me. 

F. LIVERMORE, JusUce of the Peace. 



118 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Datid Adamtf Agent State PriMomy in 

1840. DR. 

Oct 31. To balance cash on hand, received from 

visitors, as reported to this date, $44 IS 

1841. 

Oct 81. To this amount received from visitors 
at the prison from the 1st of Novem- 
ber, 1840, to date, say 1, 195 persons, 
at 12i cents each, 140 37 



•103 60 



1841. 

Oct 31. To debit balance of this date, tOO 50 



JOINT bOCUMENT8. 119 

account with the State of MichigafL 

1341. CR. 

Jan. 4. By paid Charles Fox, chaplain to the 

prison, for one quarter's salary, to 

Novemher 24, 1840, at 9100 pr an., #25 00 
April 1. Paid do for one quarter's salary, to Fa* 

bruary 24, 1841, 25 00 

14 Paid do services from 24th February to 

date, 14 00 

Aug. 0. Paid J. H. Pitezel, chaplain, for one qr 

salary, from 9th May to date, 25 00 

Sept 6. Paid D. Thomas, for services from Au* 

gust 9, to date, 6 00 

$95 00 

Balance to 31st October, 1841, 98 50 



tl9S 50 



« 

In compliance with sections eleven and twenty, of act number 
■izty-five, laws of eighteen hundred and forty. 



180 J(HNT DOCUMENTS. 

2V E. P. HA8TINO89 Auditor Gmeral Btichigdn: 

David Adams, agent of the state prison at Jackson, respectfully 
reports the following accounts as due to the convict department of 
said prison : 
1841. 
Oct 31* William Daly, balance of accounty 

1840, f IS 

• Thomas Johnson, balance of tuo 
count, 1830, 
John S. Holmes, balance account, 
David Beeman, boots and shoes 

1840, 
Joseph Wade, do do 

E. B. Miller, do do 

Wilson Ferris, brick moulds, dsc, 
Joseph S. Ward, balance old ac- 
count, 1830, 
Robert Blain, do do 1840, 
United States, for the support of 
convicts sentenced to this prison 
by the U. S. district court, 



87 




50 




5 00 




11 88 




5 89 




1 44 




18 60 




1 68 




1,436 88 


•1,481 77 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. lai 

To E. P. Hastings, Auditor General: 

Sir — ^In compliance with the requirements of section seventeen of 
^* an act to provide for the government and discipline of the state pri- 
son/' I respectfully submit the following statement of expenses in- 
curred in transporting convicts to the said prison, during the year 
ending on the 31st day of October, 1841. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
Agent State Prison. 



1840. 

Nov. 11. In conveying prisoner Lawrence Cavanagh 

from Berrien county to said prison, $39 68 

Dec. 8. In conveying Erastus B. Crandall and George 

Rowland from Washtenaw county, 9 18 

28. In conveying Diamond Pearl and Joseph Du- 
bois from Wayne county, 12 50 
In conveying William Moriels from Monroe 
county, 10 68 
1841. 
Jan. 4. In conveying Anthony Gray from Wayne 

county, 7 91 

Feb. 17. In conveying Stephen Secord from Oakland 

county, 15 87 

Mar. 3. In conveying Peter Dezaller and Calvin Hop- 
kins from Genesee county, 17 88 
18. In conveying Adam Bougge, Jesse Arnold and 

Thomas Cullen from Wayne county, 11 63 

25. In conveying Andrew J. Gregg and Augustas 

Stisser from St. Joseph county, 36 50 

April 20. In conveying Thomas Brannan, Peter Case, 

H. G. Sperbeck from Oakland county, 42 25 

28. In conveying James Woods, Orange Ha!stead, 
John Ogden and Orrin Derby from Cass 
and Berrien counties, 62 18 

Carried forward^ $ 

VoL II. 16 
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Brought forward, $ 

July 1. In coDveying Michael Coollsk from Monroe 

county, 10 76 

In conveying Benjamin F. Earl, John Cole, 
John Moorot Samuel Clay and James Car- 
low frcm Wayne county, 24 81 
Aug. 5. In conveying Peter Rafierty and William J. 

Brown from Washtenaw caunty, 7 SO 

In conveying Washington White, H. A. Isaacs, 
Chotrles Porter, Thomas Burridge, G. W. 
Carpenter, James Carpenter, William Wil- 
son, D. Tliompson, J. B. Owen and Nelson 
P. Perry from Wayne county, 67 OO 

Oct 13. In conveying prisoner Charles M. Harris from 

Cass county, 20 00 

In conveyiag prisoner Luther Stewart from 

St. Joseph county, 8 00 

In conveying prisoner Abram Bliss from Le- 
nawee county, 7 60 
In conveying prisoner James Steel from Van 

Buren county, 26 00 

0426 17 



Inventory of the real estate^ itork shops and other huiUUngs on ths 
prison ground ; also^ of the tools, furniture and other effects ht* 
longing to the state of Michigan ; the whole on hand the Zlst dag 
of October^ A, D. 1841, made in pursuance of section thirty-two 
of *^ An act to provide f^ the government and discipline of the 
state prison." 

Houses without the prison inclosure. 

One large frame house, for the use of the agent ; one smaller 
frame house, occupied by the deputy keeper ; one other frame houaey 
rented to guards. 

Within the prison inclosure^-^Kitchen, 
Furniture for seventy convicts, consisting of tin plates, tin cops, 
knives, forks, and spoons; cooking utensils $ three tables ; two bar- 
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ber chain ; kit of barber's tools ; apothecary's closet, with sundry 
drugs, Aiedicines, &c.. 

Shoemakers and Tailor^s shop. 

Sundry tools, lasts and Work benches ; one box stove and twenty 
feet pipe. 

Coopers and Carpenter's shop. 
Sundry tools ; one stove and twenty feet pipe. 

Blacksmith and Lock shops. 

Fixtures $ four sets tools ; one lever punch ; one patent balance ; 
one screw pi^nch ; one pair cutting shears ; one pair scales and 
weights ; one old stove ; f]f\y-five hooks and three hundred and fiilty 
«ye8 for cell doors ; quantity of bar and scrap iron. 

Brick Drying Kiln. 

Furnace and pipe. 

Bam. 

One span horses, harness and two wagons; two chains ; two yokes ; 
one sleigh ; two stone boats ; one car for drawing stone ; one old 
wagon I five bags ; twelve hundred feet pine lumber. 

Clerk^s €>fiee. 

Furniture ; sundry accounts, books and papers ; one clock ; iron 
«afe ; stove and eight feet pipe. 

Within the Cells. 

Iron and wood bedsteads and bedding, for seventy convicts $ four 
large stoves and pipe ; cut stone for six and one half cell coveis. 

Sundries. 

Twenty shovels ; twenty wheel-barrOws ; six crowbars ; five punch 
bars ; five picks ; ten stone hammers ; eight axes ; four hoes ; eight 
trowels ; one buck saw ; one hand cart ; seventy chisels ; one gloc 
zier'ft diamone ; one horse power for raising stone ; two cranes ; one 
tackle and rigging ; one hundred and forty-seven pounds new rope ; 
«Be gallows stove ; one box stove ; one cook stove ; one large bell ; 
mx muskets ) five pistols. 
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State of Michigan^ county of Jackson^ ss. 

David Adams, the agent, and S. W. Whitwell, the clerk of the 
state prison at Jackpon, severally make oath and say, that the fore- 
going inventory is correct and true, according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn to, this SQth day of November, A. D. 1841, 
before me. 

F. LIVERMORE, 
Justice of the Peace* 



[No. 6 J 



Annual report of the Inspectors of the State Prison at 

Jackson, Michigan. 



State Prison, 
Jackson, December 22, 1841. 



4 

To Thomas Rowland, Esq*^ Secretary of State: 

Sib — Inclosed, I forward you the annual report of the Inspectors 
of the State Prison at Jackson. 

S. W. WHITWELL, 
Clerk of Prison, 



REPORT. 

The Inspectors of the State Prison, for the state of Michigan, 
spectfully report : 

That the documents furnished them by the agent, in conformity to 
law, and herewith submitted, exhibit a complete view of the traaa- 
actions of the prison, for the year ending October 31, 1841. 

In noticing the report of the agent, it appears that there has been 
received, during the year— 
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Prom the state treasury, the sum of C7,000 00 
And for labor, &c., which has been applied upon the 

convict department, the sum of 690 03 

Add balance on hand, October 31, 1840, 441 88 



$8,122 81 



There has been expended for the support of convicts, 
pay of guards' wages, and other expenses, the sum of $8,066 33 

Leaving in the hands of agent, October 31, 1841, $56 48 

It should be observed, that the labor of convicts has generally 
been applied upon the building department of the prison, in continu- 
ing the yard wall, commenced last year, and in erecting a new range 
of work shops. And it appears that, estimating the value of work 
accomplished, at much less than it would have cost the state, hod the 
course been adopted which wasfformerly pursued, viz .-letting the 
jobs by contract to individuals, there has been earned a small excess 
over the amount drawn from the treasury. 

The board have constantly had in view the importance of redu- 
cing, as far as practicable, the expenses of the institution, and that 
this object has, in some measure, been attained, will appear from a 
comparison of the expenditures of 1840 and 1841. Showing, that 
although laboring under the embarrassment consequent upon the ne- 
cessary use of a depreciated currency, and with a constant increase 
of prisoners, the expenses of the last year amount to about ^3,000 
less than in 1840 

In closing the accounts of the prison to the end of the fiscal year, 
there appears to be due from the United States, for the support of 
convicts sentenced by the United States court, for the district of Mi- 
chigan, the sum of #1,436 88. The account made up the 30th of 
June last, amounting to $1,803 60, was at that time forwarded to 
the United States marshal at Detroit, for adjustment, but still remains 
unsettled. It is, however, confidently hoped, that this sum will soon 
faepaid 
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From the report of last year, there appears to hare been in priaon 
on the 31st of October, 1840, 44 convicts* 

Received in the course of the year endfng October 31» 

1841, including one escaped and retaken, 47 

91 

Discharged during the year by expiration of sen* 

tence, 14 

do by pardon or remission of sentence, 11 

— 25 

Leaving in the prison October 31, 1841, 66 do 

Since the close of the fiscal year, nine convicts have been receive 
ed, four discharged by expiration of sentence, and one pardoned, 
leaving the present number seventy. 

By an account herewith submitted, there will appear the names of 
the convicts received the past yeilr ; counties in which they were 
tried ; crimes for which they were sentenced ; ages and descriptions 
of their persons, and the terms for which they were severally com- 
mitted. 

Copies of the monthly reports of the agent will be found annex* 
ed, to which we beg to refer for a more detailed account of the fioon* 
cial transactions of the *' convict department" of the prison. 

The convicts having been employed during the past year in a vat* 
J riety of ways, and in detached numbers, widely separated from each 
other, it has been deemed inexpedient to reduce the number of guards^ 
which was in contemplation at the time of our last report 

Ten guards are now employed at one dollar per day each, but it 
18 anticipated that a less number will be required when the work- 
sliops, now in course of erection, shall be completed. 

In compliance with law, the agent contracted the servk^es of six* 
teen convicts for one year from April last, at thirty-seven and one- 
half cents per day, each. It is believed that, in this manner, more 
can be realized to the state from the labor of convicts, under long 
sentences, than in any other ; but the board would respectfully sug^ 
gest and recommend to the legislature, the propriety of so amending 
the existing law, as to authorize the agent to let their labor for a 
longer term than one year, to which he is at preaent limited. But 
this would create an increased demand for their services, and further 
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pTomoto the interests of the state, as well as those of the contractor, 
is obvious, from the fact that a great portion of the fiscal year is con- 
sumed in instructing convicts who have had no previous experience 
in the business for which they are designed. 

The facts that no deaths have occurred during the past year, or 
since the establishment of the institution, and that few have been at- 
tacked with diseases, which have prevailed to some extent in the ad- 
jacent country, prove that the skill and attention of the physician, 
together with the habits and nourishment of the convicts, have been 
highly conducive to their health. 

Much attention has been paid by the chaplain to the moral and 
religious instruction of the prisoners, and it is hoped and believed, 
that his exertions to improve their condition by advice and counsel, 
together with the opportunity afforded them for obtaining instruction 
from the bible, have produced a salutary effect 

The inspectors, during the past year, in addition to their regular 
monthly and special meetings, have had frequent opportunities of 
observing and examining the course pursued by the present agent 
and deputy keeper ; and it affords them much gratification to be ena- 
bled to state, that tne affairs of the prison have been conducted and 
managed with a degree of skill and prudence which has effected an 
improvement in the police as well as in the financial departments, 
that has not been witnessed at any former period since the establish- 
ment of the institution. It is believed that the course of discipline 
pursued towards the convicts, during the past seasont has had the ef- 
fect to produce good order and subordination, while the labor has been 
performed with a great share of cheerfulness and good feeling on 
their part, and in many instances during the warm weather, to a vo- 
luntary extent, which it has been found necessary to check, in order 
to guard against disease from undue exertion and extreme heat 

We are also much gratified that, by constant attention at the pri- 
son and intercourse with the convicts, the officers have so far suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a knowledge of their different characters and 
dispositions, as to prevent the occurrence of a single escape during 
the past year. In recording the prosperous condition of the prison, 
it does not seem improper to remark, that these results may be par- 
tially attributed to that experience, which is deemed important to an 
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individual in the proper and efficient discharge of the duties pertain- 
ing to the agency of this prison. 

The increase of convicts leads us to apprehend, that the present 
number of cells will soon be insufficient for their confinement, andy 
in conclusioUf it is respectfully but earnestly recoiAmended, that some 
provision b3 made by the ensuing legislature, to enable the agent to 
advance the progress of the works, with the labor of convicts, in or* 
der that the prison will, at all times, be in a condition to receive and 
keep in security, all who may be sentenced to imprisonment therein. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

IRA C. BACKUS, 
SHERMAN EASTMAN, 
M. B. MEDBERY, 

hupectors. 
State Prison^ Jacksotij Dec. 22 f 1841. 



7h the Board of inspectors of the State Prison at Jackson: 

David Adams, the agent, respectfully submits the following state- 
ment of affiiirs relating to the convict department of that institution ; 

'Receipts and disbursements for the year ending October 31, 1841. 
1841. 
Received from treasury, per inspector's certificates, 

do for labor by convicts, 

do do rent, 

do do convicts clothing sold, 

do do lumber do , 

do do 1 pair handout do 



$7,000 00 


466 32 


195 56 


15 00 


1 80 


2 25 







$7,680 93 


Balance on hand October 31, 1840, 


•1,574 46 


441 88 


Contra. 

Paid for provisions, 


$8,122 81 


do clothing and bedding. 


052 57 




do guards. 


3,653 84 





Carried forward. 
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tS9 





BroQgbt forward. 


• 




• 


Paid to 


priBoners disch&rgedf 




70*84 




do for 


transportation of convicts. 




426 17 




do 


following fugitive convicts. 




12 76 




do 


freight and transportation of goods, 


82 96 


• 


do 


agents' travelling expenses, 




76 11 




do 


lumber, 




82 04 




do 


labor, 




65 76 




do 


stationery, dsc.. 




87 75 




do 


fuel and sundry expenses, 
1 in hands of agent, October dl, 


1,001 07 
1841, 


X 

•8,066 88 


Balftnoe 


656 48 



The whole number of convicts remaining in the pris- 

on November 1, 1840, 
Whole number of convicts received into prison during 



44 



the year endiog October 31, 1841, 






«7 
01 


Discharged from prison during the year ending 
ber 81, 1841, by expiration of sentence, 


Octo- 


14 




pardon or remission of sentence, 


11 


36 


Remaining in prison October 31, 1^841, 






66 


EmploymenL 
Shoemakers, on contract. 






« 


Coopers do 






8 


Blacksmiths do 






% 


do for state. 






9 


Tailors do 






t 


Carpenters in building work shops, dee.. 






6 


Building ^ard wall and in stone quarries. 






t9 


Cooking, washing, d&a. 






1 


Barber, 






I 


Wood cutters, 






i 


Unemployed in consequence of sidcness and old 


aget 


• 


8 



6* 



VoLlL 
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Th^ liniKed aiMu&t of tomiBj ippropriirted ftr contiiraiiig ttm 
tmiMhkg of tlie siftte ptkott the pafit year, and the importance of ad* 
TinclDg the yard Fall* has induced me to emph>y a hrge narhber of 
eoflTiett, and to ap^ly the aTdile i^ ooi^pen, 8hoemaker% dsci upon 
the buiMitig department 

It will appear from the above statement, that ^,1541 days' Idbot 
has been performed npon the yard wall and in the stone quarries, 
estimated at 75 cents per day, which is considered a low rate, the 
amoutit of work accomplished being quite equal to the labor of indi- 
viduals, whose services in the same bran^ o£ business^ command 
from 81 to 81 50 per day. 

561 days' labor has been performed in the carpenter shop, and 
upon the new work shops, valued also at 75 cents per day, and 
amounting, as above, to 8435 75. 

The sum of 8925 48 has been received from contractors and oth- 
ers, for convict labor, to 81st October, 1841, and the same applied 
upon the building department, and accounted for in my report to the 
auditor ^'neral. 8121 22 was received for shoemakers, and for oth- 
er labor, previous to the time the duties of the building commissioner 
devolved upon me, which will appear in the occounts of the convict 
department. 

The labor in the blacksmith shop, amounting, per estimate, to 
8517 OQ, was done by direction of the lute comissioner, either in 
manufacturing for the building while under his control, or the avails 
arising therefrom, received by him. 

The remainder of labor performed by convicts during the post 
year, has been employed for the state, in the most advantageous man- 
ner, although, in consequence of the present unfinished state of the 
work shops, much time is necessarily lost by convicts, whose physi- 
cal powers are insufficient for the performance of laborious duties 
when exposed to the inclement weather incident to this climate. 

It will be observed upon examination, that the money realized, 
and the supposed amount earned by the convicts, estimating ther la- 
bor at one half the usual rate per day, heretofore paid to free citi- 
lens, exceeds the amount drawn from the treasuiy during the past 
year, by 863 39. 
In Recharging my duties relative to the discipline of the prison, 1 
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bave been goreraed and greatly aided by your valuable advice and 
eounsel, and I have witnossed with satisfaction, that my e&rts have 
generally met with your approval. 

The accountb for the year ending October 81, 1841, as required 
by law, are herewith submitted, to which I beg leave to refer; ond 
remains gentlemen* 

Your obedient servant, 

DAVID ADAMS, 
AgetU of 8taU 
Biafe Primm Qficef Jbdtfon, J^hvmber 26, 1841. 



Kvaiber. 


NUDM. 


Age. 

66 years. 


ComplMioD. 


Bttglit 


1 


Lawrence Cavanagh, 


Light, 


5 feet 61 


2 


Wm. Van Sickles, 


31 


do 


5 


6i 


8 


Brastus B. Crandal, 


29 


do 


5 


8i 


4 


George Rowland, 


21 


do 


5 


71 


5 


Diamond Pearl, 


46 


do 


5 


10 


6 


Joseph Duboy, 


37 


Dark, 


5 


7* 


7 


William Merrils, 


26 


Light, 


5 


lOi 


8 


Anthony Gray, 


35 


Negro, 


5 


n 


9 


Stephen Secord, 


24 


Light, 


5 


5i 


10 


Peter Dazalj^r, 


20 


do 


5 


101 


11 


Calvin Hopkins, 


27 


do 


5 


3i 


12 
13 


Adam Pougge, 
Jesse Arnold, 


36 

38 


Negro, 
Light, 


5 
5 


6 

7 


14 


Thomas Cullen, 


13 


do 


4 


81 


15 


Andrew J. Gregg, 


22 


do 


5 


7» 


16 


Augustus Stisser, 


52 


do 


5 


5 


17 


Thomas Bronnan, 


25 


do 


5 


7i 


18 


Peter Ca^e, 


41 


do 


5 


109 


19 


Henry G. Sperbeck, 


23 


do 


5 


71 


20 


James Woods, 


29 


do 


5 


9} 


21 


Orange Halstead, 


19 


do 


5 


2f 


22 


J no. O^en, 


17 


do 


5 


BJ 


23 


Orrin Derby, 


35 


Dark, 


5 


6 


24 


Michael Conlisk, sen., 


68 


Light, 


5 


61 


25 


Benjamin F. Earl, 


34 


do 


5 


7» 


26 


John Cole, 


43 


Negro, 


5 


9i 


27 


John Moore, 


52 


do 


5 


74 


28 


Samuel Clay, 


20 


Dark, 


5 


5i 


29. 


James Carlow, 


18 


Light, 


5 


6i 


30 


Peter RaflTerty, 


20 


Dark, 


5 


61 


81 


William J. Brown, 


52 


Light, 


5 


71 


82 


Washington -W hite. 


23 


5 


8( 


83 


Henry A. Isaacs, 


25 


do 


6 


lOj 


84 


Thomas Burridge, 


27 


do 


5 


7j 


35 


Charles Porter, 


15 


do 


5 


4 


86 


George W. Carpenter, 


26 


do 


5 


9 


37 


James Carpenter, 
William Wilson, 


23 


do 


5 


^ 


38 


28 


do 


5 


8 


39 


Daniel Thompson, 


21 


Dark, 


5 


IQ 


40 


Jonathan B. Owen, 


24 


do 


5 


9 


41 


Nelson P. Perry, 


40 


Negro, 


5 


fl 


42 


Charles M. Harris, 


27 


Light, 


5 


10 


48 


Lather Stewart, 


25 


Dark, 


6 




44 


Abram Bliss, 


33 


do 


5 


4 


45 


Thomas Black, 


30 


Sallow, 


5 


f 


46 


James Steel, 


64 


Light, 


5 


1 


47 


George W. Norton, 


20 


5 


i 



VoL II. 
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1 

(No. 1;) 

Monthly report to inspectors. 

JDdciil Adams^ agent of the Skate Prison at Jackton^ in aceomU with 

the State of Michigan, for November^ 1840. 

184a DR. 

Not. 1. Balance on hand per last report^ $441 88 

80. Received from sundries for convict labor in 

•hopa^ &C| 5l 85 



1840* Contra. 

No. rfTOQcbef. 

Mbv* 4. Paid Merrimon^ Co., for lead, 

per invoice, No. 1, • 88 

do E. J. Bunt, for tallow, 2, 38 

6. do Sherman Eastman, for 

leather, &c., 8, 118 68 

10. do D. Adams, agent, expenses 
in conveying one convict 
Berrien county, 89 68 

do James C. Broadt, for 1 wag^ 
on for transporting convicts 
to prison, R« 1, 90 00 

18. do A. C. Ford, for two wagon 

hoxes, 2, 50 

do E. Allen, for 7 days' send- 
as guard, 3, 7 88 

90. do H. Tisdale, 1 pair mittens, 

per invoice. No. 8, 1 00 

do Thomas A. Swift's account, 

services as guard, . R* 4 8 18 

do J. B. Clarke, following con- 
victs, 5 2 00 
38* do Henry A. White, (convict,) 

on discharge, 6 8 00 

do William Van Avery, do 7 8 00 



$493 73 



ied forward, 9 •408 78 
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Brought forward, $ $408 78 

Paid Norton Strickles, (con« 

vict,) on dlscharget By S 00 

90» William Hammond on ac» 

count, rations for convicts, 0, 100 00 

James Turner, on account ser* 

vices OS guard, 10^ 5 00 

80. Iss'r. Hammond for thirty 

days' services as guard, 11, 88 75 

William Fulkerson for 30 

days' services as giuurd, 12, 88 76 

#450 08 



Balance in hands of agent to new account, >48 65 

The Convict Department Dr.for the month of Novem b er f 1640. 
1840. 
Nov^ 80. To sundry gnards for balance doo 

them, #242 SO 

William Hammond for ballance on 

rations, 188 B$ 

Eldred & Son, for leather, sheet 

iron, &C., 188 19 

D. P. Dwight ds Co., for ticking, 

dec., 15 SO" 

John Owen, for medicines, 5 19 

W. P. Kassick, for one box glass, 8 60^ 
M. B. 6s J. W. Medbury, for 

leather, dsc., 02 67 

Dawson ds Bates, for advertising, 6 W 



#607 06 



Suae Prieon Q^ce, Jackson^ November 80, 1840« 
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Jackfon Gmntyt ss: 

David Adams, agent, and S* W. Whitwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 
monthly account is correct and true, according to the best of their 

knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 

S. W. WHITWELL, 
Subscribed and swonit this 7th day of December, 1840, before me, 

IRA C. BACKUS, 
Pre$ideni Board of Imgpeciors, 

[No. 2.] 

Monthly Report, * 

David Adatm^ A^nt oftMe State Prison at Jackwn^ in account with 
the State (JT Michigan, for December^ 1840. 

1840. DR. 

Dec. 1. Balance per last report, #43 69 

4. Received front treasury, per inspectors' certi- 
ficate, 1,000 00 
81. Rec'd from sundries for work by convicts, dec, 70 16 

•1,113 81 
1840. Contra. 

No. «f Toochir, 

^ Dae. % Paid Q. W. Clarke for team- 

ing, R. 13 #5 43 

7. Wra. Hammond, balance rations 

to 30th November, 14 138 86 

Sundry guards, balance servi- 
ces to 30th November, 15 a 22 242 89 

8. P. B. Bush, for 1,600 a. lath, 23 12 80 
D. B. Wilcox, for 27| days' 

senices as superintendent of 
shoe shop to date, 24 38 88 

Moore 4i Hitchcock, for adver^ 
tiaingi per invoice Na 5 2 00 



Carried forward, • 91,118 81 
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Brought forward, • flyllS 81 

Dea 6, Paid Eldred & Sod, sheet iroD, 

leather, d(c, No. 6 138 16 

A. S. Bagg, for stationery* 7 10 00 

Jackson steam furnace compa- 
ny, for 4,250 lbs. stove cast- 
ings» 8 286 87 

D. Adams, agent, expenses ta 
Detroit, 10 87 

do ' do in conveying 
two convicts from Washtenaw 
county, 18 

9. C. C. Darling, on account, wood, 25 15 00 

D. F. Dwight, for ticking, dec, 
per invoice Na 58 05 

John Owen, medicines, 10 5 18 

W. Parker, charges on do and 
leather, 11 94 

do do oil, 12 87 

C. C. Darling, balance on wood 
delivered prison, R. 26 26 55 

14. H. Gardinier, convict, on dis- 
charge, 27 3 00 

R. R. Jones, lathing and plas- 
tering shoe shop, 28 8 88 

Issacher Hammond, on account, 
services as guard, 29 10 00 

19. Horace Lewis, for six days' ser- 
vices in shoe shop, 80 7 50 

21. £. B. Chapman, for teaming 

leather, 81 42 

James Blaney, 7 1-2 days' ser- 
vices as guard, 82 8 19 

22. Thomas A. Swii\, on account, 

services as guard, 88 12 00 



ied forward, • 61,118 81 
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Brought forward, • 61,113 SI 

Doc. 93, Paid N. R. Hammond^ expen- 
ses in conveying two convicts 
from Wayne county, R. 34 1*2 50 

26. Discharged convict, Geo. Rnapp, 
do do James Wilson, 

do do Andrew Robs, 

do do James Bsty, 

James P. Niffin, on account, 
wood, 
Joel Roberts, for cell tubs, 
28. Anson B. Lyon, expenses in con- 
veying 1 convict from Monroe, 
Ismcher Hammond, account, ser- 
vices as guard this month, 

Balance on hand to new account. 

The Convid Department Dr. far the month of December j 1840. 
1840. 

Dec 81. To sundry guards, balance due them for servi- 
ces this month, 
8. W. Stowell, convict rations this month, 
M. B. & J. W. Medbury, clothing, leather^ dec., 
D. F. Dwight dc Co., screws, 
P. M. Everett dc Ca, blankets, 
. Bldred & don, oil, canvass, dec, 



35 


3 00 




36 


3 00 




87 


2 00 




88 


2 00 




30 


10 00 




40 


2 50 




41 
42 


10 63 
5 00 


1,098 01 








•20 80 



9821 70 


106 09 


50 82 


20 


10 00 


65 72 

• 


•554 08 



State PrUonj Jackson^ December 81, 1840. 



Vol. II. 20 



154 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Jackson County^ S9: 

David Adams, agent, and S. W. Whitwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 
monthly account is correct and true, according to the best of tlielr 
knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
8. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 4th day of January, 1641, before me. 

IRA C. BACKUS, 
President Board of inspectors. 



[No. 3.] 

Monthly Report, 

David Adams^ Agent of the State Prison at Jackson^ in account with 
the State of Michigan, for January y 1841. 

1941. DR. 

Jan. 1. Balance, (20 80 

31. Received from sundries for work 

by convicts, 29 28 

1841. Contra. 

Kp. of rmchir. 

Jan.' 5. Paid R. SwiA on account servi- 

vices as guard in December, R. 43 (10 00 

Anson E. Lyon, expenses in con- 
veying one convict from Detroit, 
• W. Fish, for bristles, 

11. Joel Roberts, for cell tubs, 

12. R. R. Jones, for brick work for 

stoves, 47 50 

13. Silas S. Doty, convict, on discharge 

by pardon, 48 2 00 

S. Flarrington, for 3G lbs. candles,* 49 5 76 
W. Parker, charges on sheet 

iron, invoice, 13 3 03 



44 


7 91 


45 


50 


46 


2 00 



Carried forward. S50 03 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 155 

Brought forward, $50 03 # 

Jan. 18. Paid J. L. Richardson^ account, 

services as guard in December, R. 50 10 13 

Robert Blain^ for two bushels 

hair, invoice, 14 2 25 

David Adams, agent, expenses to 
Detroit, 
27v James P. Niffin, on acc't of wood, 

Thos. A. SwiA, on account, ser- 
vices as guard in December, 
IBS. James Oanson, on account wood. 



Balance due agent to new account. 



51 

52 
53 


10 87 
21 32 

10 00 
5 00 




91 27 

50 03 


$50 03 


■ 


0(41 24 



The Convict Department Dr,for the month 


of January, 1841. 


1841. 




Jan. 31. To sundry guards, services this 




month. 


•308 20 


Silas W. Stowell, rations for con« 




victs, ^ 


104 61 


David F. Dwight dc Co., cloth- 




ing, &c. 


22 20 


M. B* 4c J. W. Medbury» mola- 


A 


skin, dec. 


7 61 




«442 21 



State Prison Office^ Jackson^ Jdnuary 31, 1841. 

. • 

Jackson County y ss: 

' David Adams, agent, and S. W. Whitwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 
monthly report is correct and true, according to the best of ^their 
knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 3d day of February, 1841, before me. 

IRA C. BACKUS, 
President Board of Inspectors. 



15« JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

[No. 4.] 

Monthly Report 

David AdamSf Agent cf the State Prison at Jackson^ in accmifU vrith 
the Slate of Michigan, for February^ 1841. 

1641. DR. 

» 

Feb. 10. Received from treasury, per inspectors' certifi- 
cate, $1,000 00 
Received from sundry persons for convict labor 
in shoe shop, &C.9 101 42 

•1,101 42 
1841. Contra. 

No. of vpochtr. 

Balance due agent, per last re- 
port, 941 24 
Feb. 8. Paid sundry guards balance due 
them for services in December 
and January last, R. 54, 55, 56, 58, 

{A3 a 81, 599 86 
James P. Niffin, for wood, 57 de 60 8 05 
8. N. R. Hammond, expenses in 

pursuing Gray and Murdock, 50 8 76 
10. Geo. B. Cooper, one quarter's 

postage to 31st Dec., 1840, 61 4 25 

18. John Smitherman, 2 1-2 days' 

services as guard, 62 2 81 

19. S. W. Stowell, for convict rations 

from December 1, to Jan'y 31, 82 210 40 

20. C. C. Darling, account of wood, 83 25 00 

24. A. B. Lyon, account of services 

as guard, this month, 84 15 00 

Thos. A. Swift, account of ser- 
vices as guard, this month, 85 10 00 

F. Blackman, for wood, 86 4 00 

25. Samuel D. Foster, convict, on 

discharge, 87 3 00 



Carried forward, $ (1,101 42 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 157 

Brought forward, • tlylOl 42 

Feb* 27. Paid Issacber Hammondy aec't of 

flbrvices as guard, this month, R. 88 5 00 
28. John Hay, jr., convict, on dis- 
charge, 89 8 00 
R. B. Houghton, convict, on dis- 
charge, 90 3 00 
Eldred 6c Co., for oil, canvass, 

dec, per invoice, Na 15 74 00 

D. Adams, agent, expenses to 
Detroit, (10th instant,) 10 83 

D. Adams, agent, expenses in 
conveying one convict from 



Oakland county, 


15 87 






Balance on hand to new account. 


•57 80 


The Cmmct Department Dr. far the month 
1841. 

Feb. 28. To sundry guards, services this 
month, 

Silas W. Stowell, convict rations 
this month, 

M. B. ds J. W. Medbury, invoice 
materials, 

D. F. Dwight ^ Co., invoice 
materials, 
W. P. Kassick, invoice materials. 


of Fehruary, 1841. 

•222 00 

93 38 

22 81 

6 42 
11 25 


• 





State Prism Ofiee^ Jacksmi^ March 1, 1841. 



158 /OTNT DOCUMKKTS. 

Jackson County^ 9$: 

David Adams, agent, and S. W. Whitwell, clerk of the stale pri* 

son at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 

monthly account is correct and true, according to the best of their 

knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 

S. W. WHITWELLv 

Subscribed and sworn, this 8th day of March, 1841, before me. 

IRA a BACKUS, 

President Board of Inspectors. 

[No. 5.] 

Monthly Report. 

David Adams y Agent of the State Prison at Jackson^ in aeeount with 
t/te State of' Michigan^ for Marchj 1841. 

1841. DR. 

Mar. 1. Balance per last report, ^7 80 

8. Received from Lawrence ds Bai'ber, account^ 

convict labor in shoe shop, 61 50 

18. Received from treasury, per inspectors' certifi- 
cate, 1,000 00 

• * 

31. Received from George W. Woodwojrth, for 

shoes, &c., 26 50 

•1,145 80 
1841. Contra. 

lYo. of vMcher. 

Mar. 1. Paid Davis & Whit wood, for 

horse hire, R. 91 $2 00 

Thomas A. Swift, account, ser* 
vices as guard, 92 21 50 

Issacher Hammond, do 03 20 00 

3. Henry B. Lathrop, for one pair 

wheels for hand cart, 94 2 00 

D. C. Richardson, accounty ser- 
vices as guard, 05 16 00 



Carried forward, • $1,145 80 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 15» 

Brought forward, $ $1,145 80 

Mar. 8. Paid N. R. Hamiooiid, expenses 
in conveying twa convicts from 
Genesee countyf R. 96 17 88 

4. Irus Hammond, for 28 days' ser- 

vices as guard in February, 97 31 50 

5. Wm. Fulkerson, aooount, servi- 

ces as guard in February, 98 5 00 

Wm. Fulkerson, account for clo- 
tbing for Foster, convict, 09 4 00 

0. Anson E. Lyon, balance services 

as guard in February, 100 16 50 

Wm. H. Monroe, for soap, 101 80 

F. Blackman, for wood, 102 5 22 

16. A. B. Lyon, balance services as 

guard to date, 103 16 88 

A. C. Richardson, wood, 104 6 73 

18. David Adams, agent, expenses to 

Detroit, 10 87 

do in conveying three convicts 
from Detroit, 11 63 

20. C. C. Darling, account of wood, 105 15 00 
Z. Chandler, for blankets, per 
< invoice No. 16 7 00 

23. M. Harrigan, 9i days' services 

as guard, R. 106 10 69 

25. Charles Knox, sheriff, expenses 
in conveying two convicts from 
Sl Joseph county, 36 50 

27. John Hoasell, for repairing state 

wagon, 108 2 63 

30. D. C. Richardson, balance servi- 
ces as guard in February, 109 15 50 
do for thirty days as guard in 
March, 110 33 75 



Carried forwawl, $ «l,H-^ 80 



160 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Brought forward, f flyliS 80 

Mar. 31. Paid S. W. Stowell, boarding 
convicts from February 1, to 
dute, R, 111 200 95 

Monroe & Chamberlin, account 
of woodt 112 22 00 

Geo. W. Woodworth, for 811 
cords wood, at 87 cents, 118 27 19 

Thomas A. SwiA, for 81 days' 
services as guard, 114 84 88 

Reuben Swifl, for 28 days' ser- 
vices as guard, 115 31 50 

James A. Dyer, invoices, tin 
ware, dsc. No. 17 1 22 



627 82 



Balance on hand to new account, $618 48 



The Convict DepartmetU Dr. for the month of March, 1841. 
1841. 

Mar. 81. To sundry guards, balance due them for servi- 
ces this month, #185 66 
M. B. & J. W. Modbury, invoice sundriest 1 18 
W. P. Kassick, do 18 18 
John Sumner, agent, do ^ 14 45 

t214 87 
Slate Prison Ofiee, Jackson, March 81, 1841. 

Jackson County, ss : 

David Adams, agent, and S. W. Whitwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son at Jackson, being duly sworn,- depose and say, that the preceding 
statements of account are correct and true, according to the best of 

their knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 

S. W. WHITWELL. 

Subscribed and sworn, this 6th day of April, 1841, before me. 

IRA C. BACKUS, 
President Board of Inspectors. 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 161 

[No. 6.] 

Monthly Report. 

David AdamSf agent of the State Prison at Jackson^ in account with 

the Stale of Michigan, for AprU^ 1841. 

1841. DR. 

April 1. Balancoy $518 48 

Received from Wr Hammond, account rent, 18 88 

Jas. C. Broadty for rent, 34 80 

do convict labor, 12 00 



1841. Contra, 

No. of Tooch«r. 

April 7. Paid Walter Tabor, for services 

as guard in February, R. 116 $31 50 

Joel Roberts, for cell tubs, 117 12 00 

Iss'r Hammond, balance services 
as guard in February, 118 6 60 

do for 31 days' services in 
March, 119 84 88 

lOi William Fulkerson, for balance 

services as guard in February, 120 20 50 

Iss'r Hammond, account services 
this month, 121 8 00 

1$. Joseph Rodgers, convict, on dis- 
charge, 122 8 00 

Sylvester Lattie, convict, on dis- 
charge, 123 8 00 
SO. 6ea 6. Cooper, for postage one 

quarter, to April 1, 124 5 57 

W. P. Kassick, for kersey, dec, 
per invoice, Na 13 28 13 

P. M. Everett & Co., for blan- 
kets, dsc.. per invoice, 19 18 88 

M. B. ds J. W. Medbury, for 
clothing, dec, per invoice, 20 131 43 



$578 25 



Carried forwaid, $ $673 29 

VoLlL 21 



leu JOINT DOCUMENTS, 

Brought forward, • #573 25 

April 20, Paid Dawson & Batos, for ad- 
vertising ** sealed proposals/' 21 50 
D. Adami, agent» expenses in 
canveylng three convicts from 
Oakland countyt 42 29 

23. S. Bosttnany for expenses four 
C3nvicts from Cass and Berrien 
counties, R. 125 52 13 

Jos. Rodgers, for cutting panta- 
loons for convicts, 126 1 50 

29. Irus Hammond, account of ser- 

vices OS guard, 127 23 80 

James C. Broadt, for services aa 
guard in February, 128 1 25 

30. Wm. Fulkerson, for 31 days' ser- 

vices as guard in March, 129 84 83 

M. Harrigan, for 24 days' ser- 
vices this montbt 130 27 00 

^ 9498 70 



•^•■^■^ 



Balance on hand to new account* #74 55 

I 

■ ■ ■! * 

The Convict Department Dr, fur the morUh of Afril, 1841, 
1841. 
April 30. To sundry guards, for services this month» 

M. B. & J. W. Medbury, for cloth, &c.f 

Henry Tisdale, for moleskin and socks, 

W. P. Kassick, for satinet, &c«, 

P. M. Everett ds Co., for ticking, 

Jno. Sumner, agent, fpr shirting, ditc,. 

8* W. Stowell, for convict rations, this month, 



L841, 


•288 37 


26 19 


24 75 


10 94 


3 94 


4 13 


114 23 



#467 55 
StaU Prison Office^ Jackson^ April 30, 1841. 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 19$ 

JhdfciMi County^ ur 

David Adams, agent, and 8. W. Whitvall, clerk of the Mate pri* 
eon at Jackson* being duly svorn, depose and say, that the preceding 
monthly report is correct and true, according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
8. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 8d day of May, 1841, before me. 

IRA a BACKUS, 
PrtiidefU Board of Lupeetors. 



[No. 7.] 

Monthly Report. 

DmM Aiam$f Agent of the State Prison at Jackson^ in aecovmt with 

the State of Michigan^ for May^ 1841. 
1841. DR. 

May 1. Balance, $74 55 

8. Received from Thomas A. Swift, balance for 

shoes, dec, 15 49 

20. Received from H. B. Lathrop, for 1 ax handle, 10 

. tyj 28 
1641. Contra. 

May 3. Paid Thomas A. Swift for thirty 
days' services as guard in 
April, R. 131 $33 75 

Walter Tabor, on account of ser- 
vices as guard in March, R. 132 5 00 
IL C. S. EI well, on accoont of ser* 

vices as guard in April, 133 4 44 

iA M. Harrigan, on account of ser- 
vices as guard this month, 184 1118 
Thomas A. Swift, on account of 
tsrvkes as guard, this month, 135 6 10 

Otfried forward, • SOO 23 



164 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Brought forward, • $00 38 

May 18« Paid J. L. Richardson«on a<;count 

of services as guard in March, 186 1 88 
C. S. El well, on account of ser- 
vices as guard in April, 187 8 00 
Edgar Swi(\, on account of ser- 
vices as guard in March, 188 4 50 
Iflsacher Hammond, on account 
of services as guard in April, 180 1 50 
Iras Hammond, on account of 
services as guard in April, 140 8 50 
17. Jared L. Richardson, on account 

of services as guard in April, 141 8 00 
S8. E. B. Crandoll, convict, on dis- 
charge, 142 8 00 

65 04 



84 20 



The Convict Department Dr. for the month ofMa^ 1841* 
1641. 

May 81. To sundry guards, services this month, $202 68 
S. W. Stowell, convict rations this 

month, 126 71 

M. B. &; J. W. Medbury, invoice grey 

cloth, 80 04 

Green de Bailey, invoice ticking, dsc, 1 91 

J. Z. Sacket, invoice linen thread, 1 50 

#458 60 

State Prison Office^ Jackson^ May 31, 1841. 

Jackson County^ ss : 

David Adams, agent, and S. W. Whitwell, clerk of the state pri- 

•on at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 

statements of account are correct and true, according to the best of 

their knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS. 

S. W. WHITWELL. 

Babaeribed and swom^ this 24th day of June, 1841, before me. 

IRA C. BACKUS, 

President Board of Inspectors. 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 166 

[No. 8.] 

Monthly Report. 

Iktvid Adams^ Agent of the State Prison at Jackson^ in account mth 
the State of Michigan^ for JunCj 1841. 

1841. DR. 

June 1. Bakmce, t4 29 

1841. Contra. 

No. of Tooelior* 

June 9. Paid Alfred F. Streeter, convict, 

on discharge, R. 143 93 00 

12. S. Town, for two and a half do- 
zen hroomsy 144 5 00 

t8 00 
4 29 



Balance due agent to new account, (3 71 

TA^ Convict Deyartment Dr. for the month of June^ 1841. 

1841. 

To sundry guards, for services this month, #297 00 

8. W, Stowell, for boarding convicts, 118 65 

John Sumner, agent, for ticking, dec, 

M. B. & J. W. Medbury, grey cloth, 

Kassick & Co., for soap, 

Sidney L. Rood, for paper, 

John Owen, for drugs, d^c, 

Randolph dc Brother, for canvass, 

•480 26 



9 98 


30 94 


75 


8 25 


5 35 


9 34 



State Prison Office^ Jackson^ June 30, 1841. 

Jackson County^ ss: 

David Adams, ogent, and S. W. Whitwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 
monthly report is correct and true in every respect, according to the 

beat of their knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 

S. W. WHITWELL, 

Subeeribed and sworn, this 5th day of July, 1841, before me. 

IRA C. BACKUS, 

Board of hspeetors. 



106 JOatT DOCUMENTS. 

[No. 0.] 

Monthly Report. 

David Adanu^ Agent of the State Prison at Jackson^ in aecmtnt with 

the State of Michigan^ for July^ 1841. 

1941. DR. 

July 1. Received from treasury, per inspectors' certifi- 
cate, $1,000 00 
Issaciier Hammond, for rent, dl 08 
Sundries for work by convicts, 20 84 



•1,000 4£ 
1641. ConJtra. 

Nob of TooehOT. 

Jul J I. Balance due agent, per last report, #8 71 

Paid D. Adams, expenses to De- 
troit to procure money and 

make report, 10 88 

do expenses in conveying fiv* 

convicts from Detroit, 24 81 

2. Edgar Swift, balance services as 

guard in March, R. 145 6 68 

do 30 days' services as guard 

in April, 146 8S 75 

Iss'r Hammond, services as guard 

to 80tb June, 147 a 149 85 25 

S4 W. Stowell, boarding convicts 

from April 1, to May 81, 1841, 150 240 94 
Irus Hammond, balance services 

as guard to Slst May last, 151 a 153 72 33 
Walter Tabor, balance do in 

March, 154 29 88 

do account of services as do in 

April, 155 18 37 

C. 8. Elwell, balance do to 3l8t 

May, 166-7 30 98 



Garried fonraidp • $1,060 42 



JOINT DOCtTMENT* 1« 

Brought forward, • eif060 43 

July % Paid Wm. Fulkeraon* services as 

guard in April and May, R. 156 64 75 

M. HarrigdDy balance as guard 
to May, 159 19 82 

J. L. Richardson, balance do to 
April, 100 80 00 

J. L. Richardson, account servi- 
ces as guard in May, 102 19 50 

Reuben Swift, for 31 days' ser* 
vices in March, 161 34 88 

George B. Cooper, for one quar- 
ter's postage to 30th June, 163 1 78 

John McLean, for one patent 
truss, &C., invoice, N 

Hepry Tisdale, invoice, cloth, d:c., 23 

W. P. Kassick, invoice, satinet^ 

Green & Jessup, do ticking, 

Amoe Bigelow, do tin ware, 

P. M. Everett & Co., do ticking, 

J. 3* Sackett, invoice, thread, 

John Sumner, agent, do sun- 
dries, 29 47 37 

Green ds Bailey, invoice, tick- 
ing, &G., 80 1 91 
6. Silas W.Stowell, account board- 
ing convicts in June, R. 164-169 104 75 
If Thomas A. Swift, services as 

guard in May and June, 165-6 54 81 

do for one clock for office, 167 15 00 

Wm. R. De Land, taking affida- 
vits of agent and clerk, 168 1 00 



22 


4 00 


23 


34 75 


24 


11 56 


25 


6 47 


26 


2 98 


27 


8 94 


28 


1 66 



•1,021 81 



Balmoe i>n hand to new account, M9 11 



168 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

The Conoiet Department Dr. far the month ef My^ 1641. 
1841. 

July 31. To sundry guards services this monthy 
S. W. Stowell, convict rations do 
W. P. Kassick, sheeting, &c, per invoice, 
Jno. Sumner, agent, ticking, pails, ^c, 
M. B. & J. W. Medbury, cloth, &&, per in- 
voice, 
D. T. Merriman, shoe thread, per invoice, 
Everett ^ Co., 1 lb* linen do do 



t202 60 


135 23 


4 31 


23 15 


82 07 


38 


1 25 


•489 79 



State Prison Oficef Jackson^ July 31, 184L 

Jaekaon County^ sa : 

David Adams, agent, and S. W. Wbitwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 
monthly report is correct and true, according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subflcribed and sworn, this day of August, 1841, before me. 

IRA C. BACKUS, 
President Board of Inepeeiora. 



[No. 10,] 

Monthly Report 

id Adorns^ Agent of the 8late Prison at Jackson^ in aeeonni wUk 
the State of Michigan^ for Avgust^ 1841. 
1841. DR. 

Aug. 1. Balance, 89 11 

5b Received from treasury, per inspectors' certi- 
ficate, tl,000 00 

Carried forwanl, tltOSO 11 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 160 

Brought forward, 1 1,039 11 

Aug. & Received from Wm. J. TambuUy for lumber, 1 80 

Reeeived from Thomas A. Swifti for convict 

labor, 2 25 

Received from Irus Hammond, for rent of 
houee one quarter, 32 50 

•1,075 66 
1841. CorUra. 

No. of Tottclwr. 

Aug. 5. Paid David Adams, agent, ex- 
penses to Detroit, tlO 67 
do in conveying 2 convicts from 
Ann Arbor, 7 50 
Eldred & Co., invoice of nails, 

shingles, dec, dec, I. 82 60 24 

W. Parker, invcnce charges 
on * do 81 6 81 

A- S. Bagg, steel pens, 83 75 

0. S. W. Stowell, convict rations 
for July, and balance for 
June, R. 170-1 140 18 

7. Sundry guards, account, balance 

due them, 172 a 182 596 18 

Irus Hammond, for one vest for 
Kelly, convict, R. 188 2 00 

12. Orin Derby, convict, on dich 
charge, 

15. Peter Loomis, do do 

16. Louis Grenereau, do do 
18. Joseph B. Pierce, for use of 

horse and buggy in conveying 
one convict from Monroe, 187 6 00 

David Adams, expenses for do 
on road, 4 75 

27. C. C. Darling, account of wood, 188 16 00 

Carried forward, • •l|075 66 

Vol. II. 22 



184 


3 00 


185 


8 00 


186 


3 00 



170 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

•1,075 66 



Brought forward. 




• 

• 


Aug. 27. Paid J. L. Richardson^ account of 






services as guard this month. 


189 


14 18 


Thomas A. Swift, do 


190 


10 50 


Issacher Hammond, do 


191 


8 62 


Reuhen Swift, do 


192 


6 94 


Wm. H. Monroe, account for 




• 


wood contract, 


198 


lO 50 


Lawrence & Barber, balance 






for shoes furnished convicts 






from Jan. 3 to April 3, 1841, 


194 


13 63 


do for shoes and repairing for 






convicts from April 4 to Aug. 






19, 1841, 


195 103 18 


Moore dc Hitchcock, advertising 






sealed proposals in State Ga- 






zette, 


1.84 


1 BO 



•1,046 58 
Balance on hand to new account, #29 08 



Tke Corwict Department Dr. far the numth of August^ 1841 
1841. DR. 

Aug. 81. To sundry guards, balance due them for servi^ 
ces this month, 
S. W. Stowell, convict rations this month, 
M. B. ds J. W. Medbury, invoice cloth, &c., 
W. P. Kassick, • do ticking, 

John Sumner, agent, do flannel, dsc. 



State Prieon Ofioe^ Jackeon^ August 31, 1841. 



•259 81 


186 48 


88 46 


15 70 


1 68 


•446 58 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 171 

Jackson CowfUy^ u: 

David Adams, agent, and S. W. Whitwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 
monthly report is correct and true, according to the best of their 
.knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 6th day of September, 1841, before me. 

IRA C. BACKUS, 
President Board of Inspectors, 



[No. 11.] 

Monthly Report. 

Jknid Adamsj Agent of the State Prison at Jackson^ in account vrith 
the State of MicMganjfor September ^ 1841. 

1841. DR. 

Sept 1. Balance, $29 08 

11. ReceiTed from Thos. A. Swift, for convict la- 
bor, &c, 2 25 
22. Treasury, per inspectors' certificate, - 1,000 00 
30. W. Tabor, fbr one pair of boots, property of 

George W. Norton, convict, 2 00 

Irus Hammond, for convict labor, 1 00 



f 1,084 83 



1841. Contra. 

No. of vonekor. 

Sept 11. Paid Alvah Allison, convict, on 

discharge, R. 196 93 00 

T. A. Swift, balance as guard to 
6th instant, 197-8 25 00 

T. A. Swift, for one pistol, 199 . 4 00 

22. R. L. Spear, for carting sl^in- 

gles, d^cfrom Ann Arbor, 200 7 68 



Carried forward, f •1,034 33 
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Brought forward, f tlfOdd 93 

Sept 32. D. Adams, agenti expenses in 
conveying ten convicts from 
Detroit, 57 00 

S. L. Rood, for writing paper, inv. 85 8 25 
Randolph & Brother, for blan- 
kets, padding, socks, &c., 36 ISO 55 

27. M. B.45 J. W« Medbury, invoice 

sandries from April 12, to date, 37 190 13 
W. P. Kaaaick, invoice, ticking, 

dsc, 88 20 01 

D. T. Merriman, for shoe thread, 

&c., 89 50 

P. M. Everett &; Co., for linen 

thread, 40 3 50 

John Sumner, agent, for sun- 
dries, 41 41 51 
Chester Yale, for one dozen tin 

cups, 42 1 00 

W. S. Warner, railroad charges 

on blankets, dec, R* 202 68 

28. Paid sundry guards, aocountf ba- 

lances due them, 201, 208 a 215 514 75 



1,012 66 



Balance on hand to new account, $21 67 

• 

The Convict Department Dr. for the month of September^ 1841. 
1841. 
Sept 30. To Wm. Fulkerson, for thirty days' services 

as guard, $80 00 

Reuben SwiA, for 29 days' services as guard, 29 00 

S. W. Stowell, for convict rations this month, 135 63 

John Owen, for drugs and medicines, 84 44 

$229 07 

State Pri$on Office f Jackson^ September 30, 1841. 
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David Adamsy agent, and S. W. Whitwell, clerk of the state pvU 

son at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 

monthly report is correct and true, according to the best of their 

knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 

S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 4th day of October, A. D. 1841, be- 
fore me. 

IRA C. BACKUS, 

Prendmt Board of bupeetors. 



[No. 12.] 

Monthly Report 

tknid Adorns^ Agent of the State Prison at Jackson^ in account with 

the State of Michigan^ for October f 1841. 
1841. DR. 

Oct 1. Balance, (21 67 

5. Received from Charles H. Knox, for one pair 

hand cu£, 2 25 

15. Received from treasury, per inspector's cer- 
tificate, 1,000 00 
31. Received from Irus Hammond, for rent, one 

quarter to date, 32 50 

Received from sundries, for balance old ac- 
counts for work by convicts, dec, 132 85 

•1,189 27 
1841. Contra. 

No. sfrtMclMr. 

Oct 4. Paid John Clarke, account wood 

contract, R. 216 $30 00 

5. D. B. Wilcox, for Hi days' ser- 
vices as guard, 217 11 50 



Carried forward, • $1,189 27 
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Brought forward, $ •1,189 27 

Oct 5i Paid Charles H. Knox, for con- 
veying one convict from St. Jo- 
seph county, to said prison, 218 8 00 
George B. Cooper, one quarter's 
postage to dOth September, 219 3 17 
10. J. C. Mitchell, (convict,) on dish ' 

charge, 220 3 00 

Royal Parcher, (convict,) on dis- 
charge, 221 3 00 

13. W. G. Beckwith, conveying one 

convict from Cass county, 222 29 00 

14. J. W. Waters, carting lumber 

from Ann Arbor, 223 7 50 

15. A. S. Bagg, for paper and pens, 

per invoice, No. 43 3 75 

Randolph & Brother, for 14 bed- 
spreads, 44 15 82 

18. S. W, Stowell, for convict ra- 

tions from August 1, to Sep- 
tember 30, R. 224 272 11 

19. S. G. Porter, for 20 cords wood, 

at 87 cents, 225 17 40 

S. G. Porter, for services guard 
in March last, 226 3 56 

22. Lawrence Cavanagh, convict, 

on discharge, 227 3 00 

28. S. W. Whitwell, for expenses to 
Detroit, to render agent's re- 
port and procure money, 15th 
instant, 228 10 87 

8. W. Whitwell, expenses in con- 
veying one convict from Lena- 
wee county, 229 7 50 

26. Henry Tisdale, for ticking, &C., 

per invoice, No. 45 9 75 

Carried forward, • $1,189 27 
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Brought forward, • f 1,189 27 

Oct 31. Paid sundry guards, balances due 

them to date, R. 230 a 289 390 06 

Jas. McKinney, for conveying 
convict, from Van Buren coun- « 

ty, 240 26 00 

John Doudle, for 2 days' servi- ^ 

ces as guard, 241 2 00 

S. W. Stowell, convict rations, 
this month, 242 157 32 

George F. Bum, convict, on dis- ^ 

charge, 243 3 00 

Gea F. Bum, this amount re- 
ceived from him, by agent, Oc- 
tober 20, 1839, 244 1 84 

W. P. Kassick, invoice, oil, 
&c.. Invoice 46 3 65 

M. B. & J. W. Medbury, in- 
voice satinet, &c., 47 44 27 

Dwight ^ Fisk, invoice, ticking, 48 12 39 

C. C. Darling balance for wood, R 245 2 81 

Wm. Hammond, 61 days' servi- . 
ces as guard, 246 6 50 

Amos Bigelow,for tin ware. Invoice 49 18 82 

E. S. Lathrop, for ticking, &;c, 50 10 07 

L. P. Gregg, for cutting con- 
victs clothes, 51 17 68 

S. W. Whitwell, for one pair 
pantaloons for Green, con- 
vict, R, 247 8 00 

$1,182 79 

Balance in hands of agent, $56 48 

State Prison Offieej Jaeksan, Nov. 1, 1841. 
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Jackson CtrntUyj ss : 

David Adams, agent, and S. W. Whitwell, clerk of the state priioiK 
at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 
monthly report is correct and true, in every respect, according to 
the best of their knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL, 
Subscribed and sworn, this 15th day of November, 1841, before me. 

IRA a BACKUS, 
President Board of InspecUfrs. 



. [No. 6.] 
Annual report of the Board of Internal Improvement 

Office of Internal Improvement, 
Detroit^ December 15, 1841. 

To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of Michigan : 

The undersigned, members of the board of internal improvement, 
appointed in pursuance of the act for the regulation of internal im- 
provement, approved March 25, 1840, have the honor respectfully 
to submit their annual report 

The board met and organized at the city of Detroit, on the 12th 
day of April last, and retained in their respective situations, the en- 
gineers and subordinate agents appointed by their predecessors, ex- 
cept upon the Southern railroad, the construction of which was pla- 
ced under the charge of Mr. Alvin Turner, chief engineer, in addi- 
tion to the management of the construction of the Clinton and Kala- 
mazoo canal, without increase of compensation ; and the superin- 
tendence of the running of the cars between Monroe and Adrian, 
was placed in the hands of Mr. Thomas G. Cole, of Monroe, with a 
salary at the rate of eight hundred dollars per annum. 

The various works under the charge of the board, will be noticed 
in order. 
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Canal around the Rapids of Grand River. 

The acting commissioner* accompanied by the chief engineer un- 
der the board, (John M. Berrien,) visited the Grand rapids, at Kent, 
in the latter part of July last, for the purpose of examining into the 
condition of the work executed by the Kent company, and making 
the necessary arrangements for carrying into effect the views of itio 
legislature in regard to the improvements at that point. 

The survey and report of Mr. McCracken, civil engineer in the 
service of the sts^te, made two years since, shew the entire practica* 
bility of making the improvement by canal and locks, upon either 
side of the river, but that the difference in expense would be very 
much in favor of the south side. A careful revision of the plans 
and estimates then presented, and subsequent investigation, have satis- 
fied the board that a canal of less depth of water, and much less ex- 
pensive character than was contemplated, would secure to the coun- 
try bordering upon the stream, all the advantages of navigation at 
present needed or desired ; and the hope was entertained that the 
work upon the reduced scale might be so far completed within the 
amount of appropriation, as to be rendered available. An effort was 
accordingly made to place the work under contract, and several in- 
terviews had with some of the members of the Kent company, in 
order to ascertain, in the event of the canal being located upon the 
south side of the river, the best terms upon which the state could be 
secured the privilege of using that portion of the work already con* 
structed by the company for manufacturing purposes, (the use of 
which is embraced in the plan of the canal if located upon that side,) 
and the right of way for the balance of the route. 

The result of these interviews was, that the best terms that could 
be obtained from the company, were the payment of three thousand 
dollars for the use of their work and the right of wa}', and the as- 
sumption by the state of two contracts entered into by them, one for 
excavating a basin, of twenty-five hundred dollars, and another for 
rock excavation and embankment upon the upper part of their work» 
of four thousand dollars ; (these expenditures being quite as neces- 
sary for the purposes of the company as for the canal,) and making 
in the aggregate the sum of nine thousand five hundred dollars, the 

Vol. II. 23 
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company retalmng the exclusive right of all the water power crea- 
ted 

The hoard were willing, in hehalf of the state^ to assume the exe- 
cution and payment of the contracts entered into hy the Kent com- 
pany, which were necessary for the purposes of the canal ; but inas- 
much as the construction of the canal was to improve the water 
power to the fullest possible extent — ^to do which would seem to have 
been the primary object of the expenditures heretofore madcy and 
liabilities incurred by the company — ^the board did not feel that they 
could be justified in constructing such a work at such an expense, 
and yielding to individuals the exclusive benefit of new and very 
valuable water power, which ought to produce to the state an impor- 
tant revenue ; and more especially, they could not be justified in pay* 
ing the further sum of three thousand dollars, and particularly as the 
use of the company's work by the state, for the purposes of naviga- 
tion, would in no way interfere with the object for which it was con- 
structed. 

They are also of the opinion that the cost of the work upon the 
south side of the river, increased as it would be by accepting the 
terms proposed by the Kent company, would considerably exceed the 
sum appropriated, and although offers have been made to construct 
the canal and clear the right of way for the amount of appropria^ 
tion, yet the board have no reason to be satisfied that such would or 
could be done. 

Upon the north side of the river, the estimated cost of the work, 
upon the most reduced scale, considerably exceeds the amount appro- 
priated, which sum appears to have been designed by the legislature 
for the completion of the work, without further aid. A location up- 
on either side would seem to involve this same difficulty, and the 
board finally concluded to defer all action in the case until further 
authorized by law. 

Connected with this subject, however, are other matters which 
have contributed to their conclusion, and which they deem of so much 
importance as to require the consideration of the legislature. 

First In view of the ultimate importance of the point in ques- 
tion, its water power capable of improvement to an almost unlimited 
extent ; its situation in the midst of a very superior section of coun- 
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iryj adapted to all the various purposes of agriculture, and the very 
large interest which the state has in the unsold lands adjacent, would 
seem to require that the location should he determined with reference 
to the greatest practicable development of the resources of the coun- 
try, while the pecuniary interests of the state should in nowise be 
lost sight of. 

Second. According to the survey and estimate of the engineer, 
the route on the north side of the river would be considerably more 
expensive than that upon the south side, but upon the north side the 
right of way will cost nothing, and a water power, the property of 
the state, and ultimately of great value, will be created The state 
owning a large quantity of land upon that side, through some of 
which the canal would pass and greatly enhance in value ^ this in- 
creased value, together with the value of the water power, would, 
in all probability, very much exceed the estimated difference in the 
expense of the two routes ; and, in addition to which, the board have 
the confident assurance of the state geologist, that salt may be ob- 
tained upon this side of the river, upon the state lands, with the same 
facility, and of as good a quality, as on the south side ; all of which 
are, in the opinion of the board, considerations of much greater im- 
portance than any revenue likely to be derived from the work itself. 

The route by the north side, although the most expensive, would 
seem, therefore, to recommend itself to the favorable consideration 
of the legislature. 

A report of the chief engineer, showing the difference in the cost 
of the routes in question, is herewith submitted, (marked A.) 

There has been expended from the appropriation on this work, for 
the year ending November 30, 1841 : 
For engineering, $18 44 

contingent expenses, 70 40 

$88 84\ 



Whole amount of appropriations on this work, 925,000 00 ^ 

do do expenditures to Nov. 30, 1841, 219 37 

Unexpended balance, 824,780 03 
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Improvement of Grand and Maple Rivers. 

Under a former appropriation for the improvement of Grand and 
Maple rivers, the board have been induced to authorize Mr. Daniel 
Ball, of Grand Rapids, to contract with some suitable person for 
clearing the channel of the latter stream from its junction with Grand 
river to Campau's farm, a distance of about twenty miles. 

By this improvement, a safe boat navigation will be secured from 
the latter place, on the Maple, to the rapids of Grand river, an ob^ 
ject well worthy the small expenditure required to effect it Under 
this authority, Mr. Ball has made a contract with Mr. D. S. Baldwin, 
for the work, not to exceed two thousand dollars in amount This 
contract, however, was entered into late in the fall, and, as yet, but 
little progress has been made in the performance of the work. 

There has been expended from the appropriations on this work, 

for the year ending November 30, 1841 : 

For contingent expenses, $104 17 

Whole amount of appropriations made for this work, $30,000 00 
do do expenditures to Nov. 30, 1841, 22,582 35 

Unexpended balance, $7,417 66 

Detroit and Grand River Road. 
Under an appropriation made on this work, the board employed 
Mr. John MuIIctt to go through upon the line of this road and ascer- 
tain at what points the amount could be most judiciously applied for 
the benefit of the section of country through which it passes ; and 
having ascertained this fact, to stake it out into convenient sections 
for work, and let the same to contract, all of which has been done. 
The work was commenced and some of the contractors have neai^ 
ly completed their jobs, but owing to the want of means on the part 
/*bf the board to pay them their estunates, they have been compelled 
^ to stop for the present 

The amount expended on this work for the year ending Novem- 
ber 30, 1841, is : 

For engineering, $90 66 

contingent expenses, 130 34 

grubbing, building causeways, dz;c., 257 87 

$487 87 
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Amount transferred from appropriation on Northern 

railroad, t6,000 00 

do expenditures to November 30, 1841, 487 87 

Unexpended balance, $4,512 18 

Northern Railroad or Turnpike. 

By an act of the last legislature, the board was directed to expend 
ihe sum of thirty thousand i^ians of the unexpended appropriation 
on the Northern railroad, for the purpose of grading and bridging 
the same in such a manner as to make it "a good and passable wagon 
road." 

Under this authority, Mr. Mullett was also employed to examine 
this line and divide it into sections, with the view of placing it under 
contract ; but before the same was in readiness for that purpose, the 
board were apprised of the probable failure of the bank of the United 
States to meet the instalment due on the first of October last, and be- 
ing, in consequence, unable to offer any means in aid of the work, 
and also, fee]ing well assured of the inability of those desirous of en- 
gaging in it, to proceed without assistance from the state, the con- 
tracts have not been entered into. 

There has been expended from the appropriation on this work, for 

the year ending November 30, 1841 : 

For contingent expenses, 9216 95 

grubbing, 660 05 

damages, (non-fulfillment of contract,) 1,125 24 

amount transferred to Detroit and Grand 
river road, 5,000 00 

$7,022 24 

Whole amoimt of appropriations heretofore made, $150,000 00 
do ^ do expended to Nov. 30, 1841, 77,916 58 

Unexpended balance, $72,083 42 

Saginaw Canal. 

On this work nothing has been done during the past year. By an act 
of the last legislature, the unexpended appropriation on this work, af- 
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ter paying all just and legal claims against th6 same, tras directed to 
be credited back to the internal improvement fund. The amount of 
outstanding claims against the work, if any, not having been ascer* 
tained, the amount unexpended has not yet been credited. 

There has been charged to the appropriation on this work, for the 
year ending November 30, 1841 : 
For contingent expenses, $172 79 

amount transferred to Saginaw turnpike, 5,000 00 

$5,172 79 

Whole amount appropriated on this work, $62,000 00 

do do expended to November 30, 1841, 52,749 9& 

Unexpended balance, $ 9,250 02 

^■i I ■ I ■»» M ■ ■ III 

Saginaw and Flint Turnpike, 

The sum of five thousand dollars having been transferred, by di- 
rection of the last legislature, from the appropriation on tiie Saginaw 
canal, this work was commenced during the po^ summer, and plac- 
ed under the superintendence of Mr, Harvey Williams, of Saginaw, 
and has been prosecuted under his charge nearly to completion. 

The importance of this road to the section of the state through 
which it passes/ has induced the superintendent and those engaged 
under him, to persevere in the work, although at a great disadvan* 
tage and probable loss to themselves, owing to the inability of the 
board to furnish them with the means necessary to its successful pro»' 
ecution. 

There has been expended on this work for the year ending No* 
vember 30, 1841 : 
For contingent expenses, $410 02 

grubbing, building causeways, &c., 3,466 59 

$3,876 61 



Amount transferred from appropriation on Saginaw ca- 
nal, $5,000 09 
do expended to November 30, 1841, 3,876 61 

Unexpended balance, $1,128 89 
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Improvement of St» Joseph Biver. 

The improrements upon this stream, commenced under the last 
boardt have been continued by the present board under the superin- 
tendence of CapL Frederick A. Hull, of St. Joseph. 

He was directed early in the month of June last, to select the re« 
quisite number of hands and continue the work of clearing out the 
obstructions to the navigation, commencing about seven miles above 
the town of St Joseph, where the work was stopped last season, and 
working up stream, to remove as far as he progressed, all logs, rails 
and rocks forming any obstacle to a safe boat navigation. This has 
been done to a point eighteen miles above Mishawaka, in the state 
of Indiana. 

The progress made by Captain Hull, in the work under his charge, 
shows that the superintendence could not have been intrusted to a 
more suitable person. 

The report of CapL Hull is herewith submitted, (marked B.) 

The expenditures made on this work for the year ending Novem* 

her 30, 1841, has been: 

For contingent expenses, 8104 16 

dredging and clearing obstructions, 1,601 86 

81,706 02 



Whole amount of appropriations heretofore made, $25,000 00 

do do expenditures to Nov. 30, 1841, 3,974 69 

Unexpended balance, $21,0*25 31 

Improvement of KcUamazoo River, 

The work upon this stream during the past year, has been done 
under the superintendence of Mr. Philo Vradenburgh, of Kalama- 
zoo, who was directed, with the requisite number of men, to com- 
mence at the mouth of the river, and so far remove the obstructions 
in the stream, as to make an easy and safe boat navigation to the 
village of Allegan. 

He has conducted the work with satisfactory economy, and though 
but poorly provided with the means necessary, and much interrupted 
by sickness incident to the nature of the employment, has progress- 
ed with the work so far as to Justify the belief, that, by recommea- 



184 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

cing the work early in the season, ^e balance may be completed in 
from two to three months' time. 

There has been e:spended on this work, for the year ending No- 
vember 30, 1841, 
For dredging and clearing obstructions, 1 1,154 63 

Whole amount appropriated on this work, 98,000 00 

do do expended to November 30, 1841, 6,341 56 

Unexpended balance, 91,758 44 



Clinton and Kalamazoo Canal. 

The limited appropriation made for this work, at the last session, 
being insufficient to cover the amount of existing contracts and out- 
standing claims, no new contracts have been entered into, although 
the condition of the work at this time is such, that its preservation 
renders the expenditure of a further sum indispensably necessary. 

The locks, which are built of timber, by standing empty for so 
long a time, are very liable to damage from the pressure of the earth 
upon the outside, not being resisted by the water within ; and there 
is reason to fear that they must be destroyed unless the water is shortly 
let into the canal. 

The estimated cost of locks for dropping the canal into the Clin- 
ton river, at the village of Frederick, is 917,500 ; that for a feeder 
at the western end of the work, is 92,000 ; both of which are indis- 
pensable to the use of the canal. These two jobs completed, the 
work may, at a small expense, be kept in a tolerable state of preser- 
vation. 

In the month of July, 1840, the late board directed the expendi- 
ture of a portion of the appropriation on this work, for the construc- 
tion of a dam across the Clinton river at Frederick, on the mill pro- 
perty owned by the state, and placing the same under the charge of 
Mr. David French. 

During the past year a portion of this dam has been washed away 
by a freshet, thereby rendering a further expenditure necessary, in 
order to secure to the state the amount of moneys heretofore expen- 
ded on the dam. There has been paid for this object during the past 
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year, the mm of 02,618 16, and in 1840, the sum of MlO 88, ma- 
king a total expenditure of $8,228 99. 

There has been expended from the appropriation on this work, for 
the year ending November 80, 1841, 

For engineering, $3,808 73 

excavation and embankment, 39,025 49 

locks, 7,416 08 

contingent expenses, 92 88 

bridges, 4 00 

damages, for right of way, $2,502 50 

do do non-fulfillment of contH, 1,291 84 

3,794 34 

dam at Frederick, 2,618 16 

$56,754 68 



Whole amount of appropriation on this work, $330,000 00 

do do expenditures to No* 

vember 30, 1841, $350,587 65 
Prom which deduct this sum, which is 

charged to this appropriation, as also 

to an appropriation made for surveys 

and instruments in 1837, being for 

survey of this work, 17,669 31 

332,918 34 



Excess of expenditures over appropriations, $2,918 34 

8otUhem Railroad, 

This road is in operation, as yet, no further than Adrian, thirty« 
six miles. The portion lying between Adrian and Hillsdale, thirty'^ 
two miles in length, has steadily progressed towards completion, and 
ie now nearly ready for the iron. Its progress has been somewhat 
retarded by the slight manner of constructing a part of it through a 
heavy tamarack swamp near Hillsdale ; in consequence of which, it 
became necessary, in order to strengthen the bridge and render it safe 
for the passage of the trains, to drive a large number of additional 
IiOesL 

An arrangement was entered into with Messrs. E. Coming & Ca, 
of Albany, N. Y., for the iron requisite for this road, but its execu* 

Vol. II. 24 
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tion is dependent upon the payment of the October instaknent dae 
from the bank of the United Stated, or in case of its failure, upcm 
the necessary provision being made by the legislature. 

The amount of two and a half by three-fourth inch bars, required 
to iron this piece of road, will somewhat exceed 1,152 tons, and 
amount to about $50,688 00, at $44 00 per ton, which is the price 
under this arrangement ; to which add the transportation, $15,576, 
and for spike, $4,200 00, making in the aggregate the sum of $70,- 
464 00, 

At the time of making this arrangement, a reasonable expectali<m 
existed that the bank of the United States would meet the instalment 
due from it ; but still, the arrangement is such, that no liabllitieB are 
involved in consequence of any failure, on the part of the state, to 
meet its engagement 

The arrangement, however, was for 875 tons only, the expecta* 
tion being entertained, that, with the addition of this quantity, there 
would be sufficient remaining of the stock purchased by governor 
Mas6h of Hicks ds Co., of New York, after ironing the Central rail* 
road to Jackson, to complete this portion of the Southern railroad. 

The iron purchased of Hicks dc Co., is two and a half by one»half 
inches, and of a very inferior quality, (being exceedingly hard and 
coarse,) and the board would here take occasion to remark, that, in 
their opinion, no worse policy could have been adopted than that of 
using upon our railroads, iron of this description. It is so light as to 
add but little to the strength of the superstructure, and will answer 
the purpose but for a very limited time, and when no longer ser<* 
viceable upon the road, is of but little value for any other purpose. 

That portion of the road between Monroe and Adrian, is in good 
condition, though as yet the iron has not been fully spiked ; the spike 
were obtained for this purpose during the past summer, but proved to 
be of a quality unfit for use. A j^rtion of them yet remain on hand, 
and in consequence of their bad quality, the whole quantity deliver* 
ed have not yet been paid for by the state. 

The River Raisin and Lake Erie railroad, which was purchased 
by the state last year, and connected with the Southern railroad, is, 
much of it, in a very dilapidated condition and badly constructed, al- 
though it has been kept in such repair, under the care of the super- 
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tntendeBt on the Southeni ndlroad, aa to be used with horse power 
daring the past season ; but the doubt existing in the minds of the 
board as to what may be the ultimate termination of the Southern 
ndlioad ; whether at its present point, the dock at Brest, or the 
mouth of the ship canal, have induced them to do no more upon the 
load leading to La Plaisance bay, in the way of repairs or construc- 
tion, than was necessary to render it available for present purposes. 

The low state of the water at La Plaisance bay, induces the board 
to believe that even if the load leading to it was in good order, a 
better termination should be sought The acting commissioner states 
that, by extending the piers at the mouth of the ship canal, three 
hundred feet further into the bay, eleven feet water may be depend- 
ed upon, at the present low stage ; and he is of the opinion that if 
the canal was finished and the road extended to that point, (two and 
a half miles from its present termination,) the increased facilities 
would greatly add to the amount of business to be done upon it 

A survey or estimate for terminating the road, at either point, has 
not been made by the present board, as was directed by the last le* 
gislature, for the reason that the petitioners for such survey have not 
advanced the means necessary to defray the expense 6f the same $ 
but a special survey will be made, and a report submitted to your 
honorable body, so soon as those interested therein shall comply with 
the requirements of the joint resolution passed at the last session. 

In the event of the present termination being continued, it will be 
necessary to change that part of the line leading out of Monroe to 
the pier, and to renew or very much strengthen a great portion of 
the saperstructure, before locomotive power can be used upon it In 
addition to this» a very considerable expense, and probably a conti^ 
xmous one, will be necessary to deepen at the pier, by dredging, suf- 
ficiently for the ordinary shipping of the lake ; and in addition to 
wUeb it may be proper to state, that the entire rights to all the pro- 

• 

perty at the pier, and to further improvements in the bay, are claimr 
ed by a chartered company, over which the state can exercise no 
control, thus excluding all poesibility of c(»npetition in the business 
of receiviag and forwarding property, and who have it completely 
within their power wholly to defeat the business on the road, simply 
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by closing their doors against the receipt of all articles to be trani^ 
ported on the same. 

For a more detailed statement of the progress and condition of the 
constraction of the Southern road, the undersigned would respect* 
fully refer you to the report of Alvin Turner^ chief engineer, here- 
with submitted, (marked C,) and of the management of the running 
of the same^ to the report of Thomas 6. Cole, superintendent, here- 
with submitted, (marked D.) 

There has been expended on this work, for the year ending No^ 
▼ember 80, 1841, 

For engineering, $8,239 60 

locomotive and can, 1^609 09 

grubbing^ 1,876 57 

grading, 70,189 68 

superstructure, 46,502 08 

bridges, 8,578 65 

contingent expenses, 976 69 

depot buildings, 1,081 81 

water stations, 484 00 

damages, for right of way, 92,718 00 
.fencing, 1,415 08 

non-fulfillment of con- 
tract, 4,585 00 



8,718 08 



•146,186 60 



Of this sum there has been expended on La Plaisance 

bay road, * 91,610 28 

first division Southern railroad, 10,192 17 

second do do 186,888 20 



•148,185 60 



'Whole amount appropriated on this work, fTSOyOOO 00 

do do expended to November 80, 1841| 668,988 55 

Unexpended balance, •81,011 45 
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There has been received for the transportation of freight and pas- 
sengers on this road, from April 29 to November 80, 1841, as fol- 
lows: 

For transportation of l,705i passengers to and from 
Monroe and Adrian and way, 

259,885 pounds and 851 barrels merchandlsce, 

nnscellaneous articles, 

4,829 barrels flour, 

1,887,165 pounds and 449 barrels wheat, 

116,868 pounds and 181 barrels agricultural pro- 
ducts, 

2,892 pounds and 150 barrels furniture, 

25,567 pounds pot and pearl ashes, 

1,099 100-280 barrels salt, 

80,787 feet of lumber, 

167} M shingles, 

84,923 staves, 

28,160 pounds and 58 barrels of lime, 

6,000 pounds coal, 

1041 barrels liquor, ^ 

16} cords wood, 

1,1821 passengers to and from Monroe and La Plai^ 
sance bay, 

870,842 pounds and 528i barrels merchandize, 

8,747 barrels flour, 

€7,012 pounds, 135 barrels and 4St bushels agricul- 
tural products, 

9,058 pounds wheat, 

21,778 pounds pot and pearl ashes, 

648 120-280 barrels salt, 

101 M shmgles, 

8,850 pounds carriages, 

28} barrels liqnor, 

8,140 pounds butter. 



•2,042 49 


520 06 


117 88 


970 57 


1,211 12 


124 11 


82 58 


85 77 


860 98 


107 47 


62 96 


626 42 


86 41 


8 41 


88 92 


. 9 62 


288 20 


844 70 


299 76 


86 83 


4 51 


16 81 


89 81 


1 81 


7 25 


8 84 


6 52 



Total receipts. 

Carried forward, 



t7,899 21 
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Brought forward, 97JSM %i 

There has been paid for the current expenses of run** 
ning the same — 

For expense of freight and passenger trainsy 
including horse power, repairs of road, 
cars and machinery, pay of superin- 
tendents, collectors, engineers, fire- 
men, and expenses at water stations, 94,839 13 
wood, 125 25 

oil, 346 02 

machinery, 76 50 

two horses, 140 00 

one double harness, ' 86 50 

office books and stationery, 48 76 

Total expenses, $5,098 05 

Net earnings of the road, $9,801 16 

Of which earnings there has been paid to S. 
Conant, acting commissioner, and now re- 
mains in his hands, $2,007 98 

And cash in the hands of T. G. Cole, super- 
intendent, 298 23 

Which will leave the amount of net earn- 
ings, as above, $2,301 10 

It is but justice to state here, that the above amount of net earn- 
ings has been realized to the state by the indefatigable exmrtiona and 
strict regard to economy, of Mr. Cole, the superintendent on this 
road. 

The board would also further remark, that claims, the amount of 
which are not known, are held against this road while under the 
charge of Mr. R. M. Morrison, the former superintendent, and which 
they have not been enabled to adjust, owing to the want of the ne- 
cessary authority, by law, to pay the same from the ^ipr<^iriation, 
the amount of receipts on the rood, during his superintendence, not 
being sufficient for that object. 
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Cenirajt SaUroad. 

This road was opened to the village of Dexter, about fifty miles 
from Detroit, on the 4th day of July last, being previously in opera- 
tion as far as Ann Arbor ; but owing to the established stage and 
mail routes being continued from the latter place, and the route by 
Dexter not decreasing the length of staging in proportion to the in- 
crease of distance travelled upon the railroad, this addition of ten 
miles has, so far, no more than about paid the expense of us\ng it 

On the route between Dexter and Jackson, thirty miles, the work 
has proga^ssed rapidly during the past season, and although dif&cuU 
ties have been encountered of a serious and perplexing nature, ari« 
sing out of the want of funds, Ai is now so far advanced as to give 
the assurance that it will be In readiness for the trains by the first 
day of January next, thus making the total length of road in operas 
tion about eighty miles. 

Two or three of the smaller contracts, however, will remain to be 
/completed, and, in addition to the work already provided for, it will 
be absolutely necessary to erect at Jackson, early jn 'the spring, a 
suitable building for the ac(k>mmodation of at least four locomotive 
engines, with the necessary work shops attached. A plan for such 
Ji building, estimated at $2,500, was prepared some time ago by the 
engineer, but the want of means prevented its being contracted for, 
«nd during the winter something of a temporary nature must be pro* 
vided to shelter the machinery. 

The progress which, notwithstanding all the obstacles, has been 
made upon this, as well as upon our other public works ; the com- 
mendable industry and spirit manifested by contractors and others, in 
the prosecution of their jobs, would seem to present their claims up- 
on the legislature with additional strength ; and it is confidently ho. 
ped, that, by an early provision to meet outstanding liabilities, they 
may be saved further and more serious damage than has already been 
encountered. 

By the last act of appropriation, the sum of $450,000 was autho- 
rized to be applied in completing this road to Jackson, and extending 
it from that place to the village of Kalamazoo. 

Under this authority, the boards early in the season, directed the 
re-marking of the route heretofore located . between Jackson and 
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Marshall^ preparatory to putting the same under contract Appre- 
lending the claims for right of way upon this line would prove hea- 
▼y, they also directed the re-sunrey of what is called the Rice creek 
route between the above points. A special agent was subsequently 
employed to ascertain the cost of right of way upon the two routes, 
and to obtain relinquishments. This service has been satisfactorily 
performed, and the result so favorable as to induce the board to ad- 
here to the location made in 1838, which, although the most expen- 
dvot is, all things considered, the most desirable. 

A letter from the chief engineer upon this subject, (marked E,) 
inclosing the report and estimates of his Assistant, Mr. R. H. Mur- 
ray, (marked F,) is herewith submitted. 

The contracts for grubbing, clearing and grading this portion of 
the line, and for furnishing the timber for superstructure, were ac- 
cordingly advertised, and let in the month of October last The con« 
tractors have, since that time, been engaged in making the necessary 
preparations for beginning their work, and many of them have aU 
ready commenced. These jobs have been taken upon very reasona* 
ble terms, and generally below the estimates of the engineer. 

The proposals received for this work quadrupling in number those 
received at any former letting ; the low rates at which the work was 
proposed for, together with the numerous and respectable petitions 
and communications received by the board, for the construction of 
the road west of Jackson, were regarded by them as evidences of the 
extreme anxiety of the people of that section of the state, for the 
successful prosecution of the work, and they have felt themselves 
bound by every consideration of duty to withhold no aid on their part, 
which was authorized by law, more especially as, by the terms of 
the contracts, the state was in no way made liable for damages on 
Account of any failure on its part 

Entertaining this view of the subject, the engineer has been direct- 
ed to prepare the line for letting as far as Battle creek, twelve miles 
west of Marshall, which, as soon as it is ready, will be advertised 
for contract, to the extent of the appropriation. 

There has been, for the past year, four locomotive engines em* 
ployed upon this road, and during the pressure of the fall business, 
they have been found altogether insufficient for its proper aooommo- 
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datioB. Towards the close of navigation, the accumulation of pro* 
duce at the depots was such that forwarders had to resort to teams to 
send it into Detroit in time for shipment, and the board was finally 
obliged to run night trains over the road, the doing of which was 
considered very unsafe, and it is hoped the necessity for it may here* 
aAer be avoided. 

On the completion of the road to Jackson, the employment of four 
^itional engines will be absolutely indispensable to the proper ao* 
commddation of the next years' business. The cost of these ma* 
chines, including their transportation to Detroit, will be about tlSlS^* 
000. The commissioners arc, however, unprovided with any means 
for their purchase ; but conceiving that the road would be, in a great 
measure, unavailable without them, and that the business of the in- 
terior must in consequence suffer materially, they cannot urge too 
strongly upan the legislature the necessity of providing for them in 
due season. To complete and have them delivered here as soon as 
needed, will require all the time that now remains, and it is very im- 
portant that the manufacturers should be notified with as little delay 
as possible. The board consider the early attention of the legisla- 
ture to this subject the more important as, upon the opening of navi- 
gation, they confidently look for a very great increase of travel on 
this route, over that of any former season. Arrangements are now 
in progress for establishing a daily steamboat communication between 
St. Joseph and Chicago, about fifty miles, which distance may be per* 
formed by any good boat in five hours. From St. Joseph to Jackson, 
the staging is 120 miles ; the road is generally good, and may be 
travelled in from 24 to 26 hours ; for railroad time from Jackson to 
Detroit, 5i hours, and we have the whole time from Chicago to D^ 
troit, 250 miles by this route, about 36, or, at most, say 40 hours* 
which is near two days less than the time required upon the shortest ' 
land route now travelled, and about twd and n half days less than the 
average trips by steamboat. So great a saving in time and distance* 
with the consequent reduction in expense, cannot fail to divert upon 
this route a large portion of the travel which annually passes around 
us by .a circuitous and oftentimes dangerous navigation* and also to 
place it far beyond competition from any other route by land. 
It will also be borne in mixid, that* by the month of July next, a 
Vol. II. 25 
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connected chain of railroads will be very nearly, if not entirely, 
completed and in operation from the city of Boston to Buffido, the 
influence of which upon the business and profits of our own road, may 
easily be foreseen. The very great increase of travelling facilities 
between the eastern states and the valley of the Mississippi, by the 
northern route, which may be relied upon the coming season, (of 
which the improvement in the route from Detroit to Chicago will be 
among the most important,) must inevitably draw through this , 
section of the country a vast amount of the western travel which 
now finds its winding and uncertain way by more southerly routes. 
Independent, then, of the influence of the Central railroad upon 
the interests of the middle and western portions of the state, as an 
outlet for their productions, and the great saving in the item of tran»> 
portation realized by the producer and manufacturer alone, the com- 
missioners confidently anticipate that the establishment of a connect* 
ed daily line by steamboat, stage, and railroad between Detroit and 
Chicago, performing the whole distance, at a reduced expense, in a 
day and a half, will, by another season, so for add to the travel upon 
the road, and the profits to be derived from it, as to convince even 
the most sceptical, not only of its importance as a link in the great 
northern chain of internal communication, but also as a source of 
revenue to the state. 

It is, therefore, earnestly to be hoped, that no want of preparation, 
on the part of the board, may deprive the state of a full participation 
in the benefits to accrue. 

In connection with this subject, they would observe, that some ar- 
rangement between the board and the proprietors of the stages and 
steamboats, which are designed to run in connection with the cars 
between this city and Chicago, may be necessary for the mutual be- 
nefit of the parties ; and it is suggested whether the board should not, 
by some special act of the legislature, be authorized to aflford any aid 
on their part, or enter into any arrangement calculated to increase 
the accommodations to the travelling public, or advance the interaBts 
of the state. 

A track, leading from the depot in Detroit, down Woodward ave- 
nue to Atwater street, and thence 1,000 feet each way along the 
same, was constructed by a former board under a resolution of the 
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legifllatare appiopriadng the sum of $5,000 for that object This 
track was designed to facUitate the forwarding businessy and aaye to 
the shipper the expense of cartage from the depot to the docks ; but 
the route adopted is, on many accounts, injudicious, and the grades 
below Jeffbrson avenue are so heavy and difficult to overcome, as to 
render the track almost entirely useless. 

The commissioners are of the opinion, that the increase of bosi* 
ness during the next season, consequent upon the extension of the 
road to Jackson, will render it necessary to provide some additional 
facilities for the delivery of produce in this city. They are also of 
the opinion, that the proper way to approach the water, would be to 
leave the main track some three-fourths of a mile or more west of the 
depot, and reach the level of the docks by a fpradual descent, such as 
will admit of the economical use of locomotive power. 

The board have had this matter much under consideration, but 
have delayed all action upon it, until they should be properly authoi^ 
ized by the legislature. There is but little doubt, that the money now 
expended for cartage alone, would, in two years time, pay the cost 
of the track, while the facilities for the receipt and delivery of mer* 
cbandize and produce would be greatly increased, and many of the 
present forwarding charges saved to the owner. As these expenses 
eontribute to make up the cost of transporting our produce to mar- 
ket, and also to enhance the price of merchandize and other articles 
received in return, which are transported over the railroad, the con* 
struction of such a track can only be considered of importance as re- 
gards the interests of the interior, and it is recommended on that ao* 
count alone. 

Wherever this track may branch off from the main track, would 
be a suitable point for the erection of car houses and shops ; for the 
want of the former of which, the public property, at this end of the 
jBoad, is suffering very material damage. The act approved April 1, 
1641, authorizing the expenditure of eight thousand dollars for the 
erection of a car house, has proved wholly inoperative, as the city of 
Detroit owns no ground suited to the purpose, the use of which oan 
be gratuitously granted to the state, as required by law. 

In connection with this subject, the board would further remarky 
that the ri|^t lo use the ground at present occi^ued by the ww c bitt e 
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and car shops, and the offices connected with this road, is considered 
very doubtful, as a decision of the court of chancery of this state has 
materially lessened the power of the corporation of the city of De- 
troit to grant the right to occupy the same ; and the board have 
every reason to fear that claims will ultimately be urged against 
the state for damages done to the property of individuals, if the buikl^ 
ings remain as at present located. 

The total amount of estimates made by the engineers on this work 
has been, on the 

Fourth division from Ann Arbor to Dexter, $115,316 99 

Fifth «' ** Dexter to Jackson county line, 110,139 dS 
Sixth «« «< county line to village of Jackson, 81,429 76 

$315,886 33 



Of the above amount there has been estimated between December 

1, 1840, and November 30, 1841, on the 

Fourth division, $2,485 44 

Fifth do 67,403 35 

Sixth do 51,097 06 

$120,985 8 ft 

There yet remains to be estimated on work unfinished, including 

an engine house and shop at Jackson, not yet contracted for, on tbs 

Fifth division, $1,436 00 

Sixth do 0,135 81 

I $10,571 81 

The contracts let on the seventh and eighth divisions between Jack- 
son and Marshall, 31 miles, are estimated 
For grubbing, grading and building culverts, to 

amount to $90,200 00 

Timber, 42,500 00 



Making a total of $182,700 00 

There has been paid during the year ending November 30, 1841, 
for the construction of this road, the sum of $194,586^ 49, which 
fom includes the amount of estimates and accounts outstanding at the 
ia^ of the last report, and claims of every nature which have been 
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luijuBted wilhin the year, chargeable to this approprialtioiiy ezcluaTe 

of iron, viz : 

For engineering, $5,947 81 

grubbing, 785 55 

grading, 76,416 63 

fiuperatructure, 87,707 19 

bridges, 8,641 26 

iron, (for transportation of ll3 tons 

from Buffalo, and cartage, 468 00 

water stations, 2,165 64 

contingent expenses, 540 68 

damages, for light of way, $3,833 26 

fencing, 697 20 

nonrfuliillment of contract, 7,363 77 

11,894 23 

— $104,566 49 



Of this sum there has been expended on 

the fourth division, $50,634 87 

fiAh do 85,369 19 

sixth do 58,582 43 

$194,586 49 

Whole amount of appropriations made on this work, $1,300,000 00 
do expended to November 80, 1841, 1,063,484 41 

Unexpended balance, $236,515 59 

There has been received on this road for the year ending Novem- 
ber 80, 1641, 
For transportation of 25,418 passengers to and from 

Detroit and Dexter and way, $33,743 69 

United States mail to and from Detroit and Dex- 
ter and way, 3^102 87 
do 63,401 bbis flour do do $14,826 12 
do 8,743,261 lbs. merchandise, do 14,491 56 
do 2,614,808 do agricultural pro- 
ducts, do 3,380 00 
do 67,000 feet lumber, do 263 25 ' 

Carried frrward, $ $ 
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Brought forward. 


• • 


do 162 corda wood. 


do 185 78 


do 1043i M shioglea, 


do 456 37 


do 283S bbls. pork» 


do 849 90 

- 214 iO^ 01 


Total receiptBy 


«71,249 49 



There has been paid for the current expenses of running the same. 
For repairs of road, $15,687 55 

machinery and cars, 12,876 87 

re-building Rouge bridge, 8,400 00 
expenses of freight and 

passenger trains, 5,345 85 

weigh master's department, 2,109 84 



Dearborn station. 


882 90 


Wayne do 


952 65 


Ypsilanti do 


996 68 


Ann Arbor do 


1,403 18 


Dexter do 


472 56 


pay of loooDiothre engi- . 


• 


neers. 


8,482 55 


woo4, 


8,588 07 


oil, 


622 07 


Total expenditures. 


$51,71B 74 


From which is to be deducted the follow- 


9 

ing sums for extraordinary ex 


penditures, 


not properly to be estimated as current 


expenses, viz : 




For re-building bridge over ri- 




ver Rouge, and expen- 


s 


ses occasioned by it, 


$8,668 00 


new machinery now on 




hand, Bot in use, pro- 




cared in anticipation of 




being needed during 




this winter. 


166 00. 



led forward, • •51,718 74 



r 
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Brought forward^ • $51,718 74 

For labor and miiteriala in 

building new cars, 2,296 55 

Amount of extraordinary expenses, 96,124 55 

Amount of current expenses, $45,594 19 

Net earnings of the road for the year, $25|655 30 

Of this amount, there has been paid into 

the state treasury, $15,056 90 

there is due from appropriation for 

construction, for iron, work, &c., 

done by hands in machine shop, 997 82 

there is due from John Van Fossen, 

late acting commissioner, 203 01 

there is in the hands of S. Conant, 

acting commissioner, 3,272 93 

$19,530 75 
To which sum, adding amount of extraor- 
dinary expenses above, 6,124 55 



will leave the amount of net earnings. 




$25,655 80 


BecayiivJaiion of expendUwes on the wwlu 


qfi 


Internal improvemeni 


for the year endii^ November 


30, 


1840. 


Central ndlroad, 




$194,586 49 


Southern do 




148,185 60 


Northern do 




7,022 24 


Clinton and Kalamazoo canal. 




56,754 68 


Saginaw canal. 




5,172 79 


Canal around the rapids of Grand river. 




88 84 


Improvement of Grand river. 




104 17 


do do Kalamazoo river. 




1,154 63 


do do St Joseph do 




1,706 02 


Detroit and Grand river road. 




487 87 


Saginaw turnpike. 




3,876 61 


Total expenditures, 




$419,139 94 
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Iron. 

, Under an act of the last legialaturet Robert Stuart, Esq., then 
state treasurer, was authorized to obtain the iron at that time in the 
possession of Messrs, Hicks & Co., of New York, and under a reso- 
lution of the late board, he was also authorized to provide for deli- 
Tering the same in this city. Under this authority, he entered into 
a coatract with Messrs. Lewis & Wright, of Oswego, to receive said 
lion at New York, and deliver the sat^e at Detroit, for $11 50i per 
net ton, to be paid in drafts at sight, on Messrs. John Ward 6s Co., 
for $2,500, and the balance to b'ecome due, in draAs on the October 
instalment due from the bank of the United States. 

Under this contract, Messrs. Lewis & Wright have delivered to 
this city, 993 569-2000 tons of iron, a portion of which is held by 
the state, and a portion in the hands of their agents in this city, sub- 
ject to a lien to secure themselves from loss in consequence of the 
failure in the payment of the October instalment, on which drafts in 
their favor were drawn, amounting to $9,728 64. 

A portion of this iron, sufficient to cover one and a half miles of 
road, has been used on the La Plaisance bay road at Monroe, and the 
balance, except that held subject to the lien before mentioned, has 
been distributed and used on the line of the Central railroad between 
Ann Arbor and Jackson. 

The board, before closing their remarks on this subject, would take 
the opportunity to express their gratification of the honorable man« 
ner in which Messrs. Lewis & Wright have performed their part of 
this contract, notwithstanding the great doubt and uncertainty of the 
ultimate payment of the drafts given them, and cannot urge too 
strongly upon your honorable body, that some early provision be 

made to indemnify them against loss. 
There has been paid on account of this iron, since the date of the 

last report, the following sums, to wit : 

Messrs. Hicks & Co., for balance due them, in bills of the bank of 

the United States, ^$19,5.50 00 

In drafis on the July instalment, 50,740 00 

do do October instalment, 1,707 27 • 



$71,997 27 



■«» 



Carried forward, « $ 
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Brought forward, #71,997 27 

Lewis 6c Wright, for transportation of 

998 569-2000 tons iron from New York 

to Detroit, and 37 1670-2000 tons spike 

from Albany to Detroit, and insurance 

on the same, in sight drafts on John 

Ward dfc Co., New York, $2,500 00 

in drafls on October instabnent, 9,728 64 



12,228 64 

Strong & McReynolds, for transportation on six kegs 

connecting plate, 3,660 lbs., 70 71 

Total, $8 4,296 62 

Under a joint resolution of the legislature, approved March 31, 
1840, the auditor general was directed to charge to the appropria- 
tions on the several railroads, the amount of iron used upon the same, 
including the transportation and other charges. 

From a want of proper information on this subject, not a contract 
or original bill of purchase being in possession of the public agents, 
it has been impossible for this board to furnish that officer with the 
amount necessary to be charged to the works on which the iron has 
been used, until the whole quantity of iron purchased has been deli- 
vered to the state, and all claims against it adjusted. 

It will, therefore, be remembered, that in the preceding statements 
of expenditures on the Central and Southern railroads, the amount 
of iron used on these works has not been charged to the appropria- 
tions thereon. 

Contingent Expenses of Board. 

There has been paid from the internal improvement fund, for the 
contingent expenses of the board, since the date of last report, for 
clerk hire, $650. This amount includes one month's services of last 
year, paid since the date of th^t report 

There has also been paid for stationery, postage, &c., for the use 
of the board, from the appropriation on the Southern railroad, the 
sum of $29 37 ; on the Clinton canal, the sum of $39 50 ; on the 
Saginaw canal, the sum of $39 04 ; and on the Northern railroad, 
the sum of $10 25; making in the aggregate the sum of $118 16. 

Vol. 11. 26 
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The auditor general not feeling authorized by any existing law, 

to draw from the treasury any moneys necessary to defray the ex-» 

penses of the board, the only course left for them to adopt, was to 

charge to the several appropriations the amount necessary to meet 

the same. 

The undersigned would respectfully suggest, whether it would not 

be advisable to authorize the auditor general to draw directly to 

meet these expenses, in order to the correct keeping of the public ac* 

counts. 

Of the sum above given, there has been paid. 

For stationery, $53 25 

postages, 11 54 

extra clerk hire, copying report 

of late board, 88 00 

travelling expenses of R. Stuart, 

late treasurer, 15 37 

$118 16 

To which add amount of clerk hire, 

above given, 650 00 



will leave this sum, the amount paid for the year, exclu- 
sive of services of acting commissioner, $768 16 

Outstandifig Claims, 

Under this head the board would state, that there are, upon nearly 
all of the lines of the public works, claims existing to a considerably 
amount, for right of way, timber taken, &c., d^c, which, under the 
existing law for the *' assessment of the value of lands taken for the 
use of any public work, and damages occasioned by the occupation 
of the same," it is completely beyond their power to adjust, inasmuch 
as the board of appraisers required by this law, is the only body 
competent to act in the matter, and they ceasing to exist by the re* 
signation of the majority of the same, it seems to be indispensable 
that some legislative provisien should be made to do justice to the 
parties concerned. 

Whether the existing law, authorizing an appeal from the decisioa 
of the board of appraisers, to the circuit court of any county, is best 
calculated to promote the interest of all parties, is a matter for Ae 
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legislature to determine ; but it is certain that this course has sub- 
jected both parties to very great trouble and expense during the past 
year, and if any other manner of adjusting these claims could be 
adopted, it would undoubtedly conduce to the interests of the claim- 
ant as well as the state. 

There yet remains due to Messrs. Baldwin, Vail & Hufty, of Phi- 
ladelphia, the sum of $14,000, for two locomotive engines purchased 
last year, which were delivered to the state under the assurance that 
they should be paid out of the first appropriation made. This has 
not been done, in consequence of the refusal of Messrs. Baldwin & 
Ca, to accept a draft on the October instalment, and there being no 
authority vested in the board to convert the treasury notes, issued in 
pursuance of an act of the last legislature, into funds current i^ New 
York or Philadelphia. 

This claim has been assigned to Messrs. Hendricks & Brothers, of 
New York, under the conditions before mentioned ; and as they are 
now urging the same strenuously against Messrs. Baldwin ds Co., it 
is feared they may adopt such a course as will subject the latter per- 
sons to considerable loss. The board would, therefore, hope that the 
means of adjusting this claim at an early day, will be provided by 
your honorable body. 

There is also a claim of Messrs. £. Coming ds Ca, of Albany, 
amounting to $8,659 43, for spike furnished for the construction of 
the Southern railroad ; but, as a portion of these spike have proved 
to be made of bad material, the matter cannot, at present, be set- 
tled. 

Many other claims have been presented to the board during the 
past year, which remain unsettled ; and, as a large portion of them 
are of a character on which the board do not deem it their duty to 
act, the presumption is, that they will be presented to the legislature 
during its session. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

SHUBAEL CONANT, 
THOMAS ROWLAND, 
GEORGE W. JERMAIN. 
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(A.) 

Report of John M, Berrien^ principal engineer ^ on the location of the 
canal around the Rapids of Grand River. 

Detroit^ February 9, 1841 • 

John Van Fobsen, Ebq., Acting Commissioner : 

Sir — I have examined the report, plans and estimates prepared by 
Tracy McCracken, civil engineer, for a canal around the rapidd of 
Grand river, and having satisfied myself by a personal inspection of 
the ground, and from information derived from various sources, that 
all the anticipated advantages to the state, or to the section of coun- 
try dependent upon, or interested in the navigation of this stream^ 
would,, for the present, and possibly in all future time, be fully at- 
tained by the construction of a work of smaller dimensions and of less 
expensive character than"*that upon which Mr. McCracken's esti- 
mates are based — ^would respectfully state for the information of the 
commissioners, that the survey made under the direction of the late 
board, embraced both sides of the river, and extended from the head 
of the rapids, down the stream, one mile and sixty chains, in which 
distance it appears there is a fall of seventeen and a half feet This 
fall it was proposed to overcome in two combined locks, to be located 
at the lower termination of the canal. 

The estimates of Mr. McCracken are based upon a canal of eighty 
feet in width at the water line, with five feet depth of water, and 
give for the total cost of making the improvement on one side of the 
river, the sum of $46,685 60, and on the other «52,587 00, the dif* 
ference, $5,901 40, being in favor of the south side. 

In the amount given as the cost of the work upon the south side, is 
included the sum of $6,290 00, which is estimated by the engineer 
as the value of the work already done by the Kent company, in the 
excavation of their race for manufacturing purposes at the point in 
question, and which it is prbposed to make use of for the canal, should 
it be located on that side of the river. This sum is not stated as the 
cost of the race, but as the difference between what would have been 
the cost of making the canal if the ground were in its natural state, 
and what it would have cost, the race being made use of. 

Omitting this amount, the cost of the canal upon the south side, as 
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heretofore estimated, will be $40,395 GO. This race, which is al- 
ready of the requisite width, commences about sixty-eight chains below 
the head of the rapids, and extends to Bridge street, in the village 
of Grand Rapids, a distance' of thirty-six chains. From this point, 
to the point where it was proposed to let the canal into the river, is 
twenty-two chains, making the whole length of the improvement re- 
quired for this side of the river, one hundred and twenty-six chains. 
Should the canal be terminated at the point above referred to, the 
amount of lockage required will be fifteen feet 

In making use of the race, it will be necessary to raise the banks 
high enough to increase the present depth of water about three feet, 
or to within six inches of the level of the upper pond, the expense of 
doing which is included in the estimate. 

Immediately below the proposed termination, and at an average 
distance of about two hundred feet from the south shore, is a range 
of islands, three in number, extending about three-quarters of a mile 
down the river, forming the south or east channel, now used for 
steamboats, and for the improvement of which, the money heretofore 
expended by the state, at this place, has been applied The only ob- 
structions to this channel, as I have learned, is caused by the deposit 
from an eddy around the foot of the second bland. By closing the 
passages between these islands, the expense of which, it is believed, 
would not exceed $500 00, this difficulty would be obviated, and the 
current through the channel, rendered of more equal or uniform ve- 
locity. 

It is possible that it may be necessary to remove the deposit which 
jias taken place at the point referred to, by dredging, but the proba- 
bility is, that the action of a uniform current would of itself gradu- 
aly wear it away, and the cause being removed, it could never re- 

fOTZU 

It has been suggested that a greater volume of water should be 
thrown into this channel by extending a wing dam into the stream 
from the head of the upper island, and in case of need, th^ could 
readily be done, but unless absolutely necessary, which docs not ap- 
pear to me to be the case, it had better not be done, as the effect 
might be to create obsttuctions elsewhere, and indeed experience 
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teaches us that, in all such improvements, it is best to interfco^ as 
little as possible with the natural course of the water. 

Prom the head of the Kent company's race, to the head of the 
rapids, a distance of sixtyeight chains, it was proposed by the engi- 
neer, to throw out into the river, at one hundred and fifty or two 
hundred feet from the shore, an embankment heavily faced with 
stone, and of such height as to confine the water at the requisite lev- 
el, but allowing it to shed over the wall in time of freshets. 

This would undoubtedly be as perfect as any other plan for the up- 
per part of the work, but as cheap, if not a cheaper way, and taking 
into view the facility which it would afibrd for the use of the water 
power on either side of the river, and without reference to the loca- 
tion which the commissioners may adopt, a more desirable one would 
be, to construct a dam at the first favorable point above the head of 
the race, of such height as to raise the water to the level of the up- 
per pond. For the construction of such a dam, there is every faci- 
lity at hand ; the water, at ordinary times, is only from one to two 
feet in depth, and the bottom being of limestone rock, there can be 
no difficulty in rendering the work perfectly secure. 

The length of the dam need not exceed six hundred feet, and the 
height to which it would be necessary to raise the water, is only two 
feet nine or ten inches. 

The cost of the dam, and the expense of connecting it' by a mole 
or wing, with the head of the canal, would be the same for either side 
of the river, deducting, of course, from the south side, the value of 8 
small portion of the mole already constructed by the Kent company. 
From the dam to the head of the rapid, it will be necessary to excar 
vate a channel, for a portion of the distance, through the rock ; He 
same amount of rock excavation will be required, whether the dim 
be built, or the mole extended to the head of the rapids, or wheiaer 
the canal be located on the north or south side of the river ; aol, in 
the estimate for five feet dbpth of water, it makes a very heavj and 
important item. The width proposed for this channel, is fifty feet 

A dam might be built of such height, as to render this excavation 
unnecessary ; but, besides that, the increased expense of such a dam, 
and the additional amount of lockage, would probably very nearly 
equal the cost of the excavation ; it wr>uld raise the water in the 
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.-, M pood abore so much, as to occasion serious damage to the land on the 

borders of the stream, which is, of itself, a sufficient argument against 
/•A. ' it Should the canal be located on the north side, there will be no 
• Tariation in the plan for the upper part of the work, and no material 

. .^^ difierence in the cost 

. . The length of the mole, from its intersection with the dam, to the 

X point where it is proposed to take the canal out of the river, would 

be the same ; but, on this side, the ground is higher than upon the 
south side, and confines the canal, for the greater part of its length, 
to the banks, and throws the outer slope of the canal into the water, 
or near its edge. A large amount of slope, or protection wall, thus 
becomes necessary, which, in the estimate heretofore given, amounts 
to 8,744 cubic yards, the cost of which is put down at $1 per yard. 
In order to reach the deep water on the north side, it is found to 
te necessary to continue the canal fifteen chains further down the 
^Creamy than upon the opposite side, and, even with this extension, 
dredging will still be necessary at the lower end. It would also seem 
to me to be requisite to construct a mole at this point, by means of 
which the current and wash of the stream shall be excluded from the 
^shannel, so excavated. The expense of such a mole, does not ap-* 
pear to have been taken into the account The total length of the 
work on the north side, will be one hundred and forty-one chains. 
It must also be remarked, that, upon the north side, there appears to 
be no way in which the necessity for overcoming the whole fall of 
the rapid, by lockage, can be avoided ; while upon the other side, by 
closing the passages between the islands mentioned, the channel be- 
tween them and the south shore may be so used as to save near two 
feet of the fall to be overcome by the locks. In regard to the width 
proposed fop the canal, it may be stated, that eighty feet water line 
18 considered no more than sufficient to furnish the quantity of water 
necessary for the purposes of navigation, and of the machinery which 
is now, or may hereafter be brought into use at this point For the 
purposes of navigation alone, the width might, unquestionably, be 
reduced on either side ; but, on the south side, to give this width to 
the canal, will occasion no increase of expense, except for a little 
over a quarter of a mile of new canal to be constructed ; while, up- 
on the north side, to secure the free and unembarrassed use of the 
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water power to be created, without interfering with the navigatioiit 
will not allow of any reduction in the volume of water to be passed. 
or in the width of the canal. It is satisfactorily ascertained, that 
three and a half feet depth of water will, for the present, ai>d for 
many years to come, answer all the purposes desired ; and the exa- 
mination which, in conformity to your wishes, I have given to this 
subject, the object has been, to ascertain how far the cost of con- 
struction might be reduced, by this reduction in depth, or by aay 
other change in the plans heretofore proposed, which might occur to 
me, as not affecting the value or utility of the work. In the esti- 
mate of Mr. McCracken, lockage is put down at 81,000 per foot lifL 
This is the price of stone locks of the usual dimensions, and, un- 
der ordinary circumstances, are generally estimated ; but it is not 
stated whether they were intended to be built of stone or of wood^ 
If of stone, then for locks of the dimension proposed for this canal, 
(one hundred and twenty by thirty feet in the chamber,) the estimate 
would appear to me to be very low; while, for timber locks, it is 
probably much too high. 

In any case where timber is abundant, and stone of suitable qua- 
lity not readily obtained, and especially where economy in the first 
cost is of so much importance, there can be little doubt of the pro- 
priety of making use of the cheaper material, which will answer as 
well as any other until decay takes place, when, our means being 
more abundant, the work may be renewed in a more costly and per- 
manent manner. 

1 would, therefore, recommend that the locks be built o^ wood, 
and also that, in place of a guard lock at the head, there be substi- 
tuted two pair of guard gates, shutting off a portion of the canal to 
answer the purpose of a lock. This will be much the cheaper way, 
and the only objection is, that it will require a little more time for 
passing a boat, and will expend somewhat more water, which loss is 
of no consequence. As the amount to be applied to the construction 
of this work, may be barely sufficient for the purpose, it is neces- 
sary that the cost of the plan proposed, should be reduced as low as 
can be done consistently with the proper, attainment of the object de- 
sired, and this has constantly been kept in view in preparing the esti- 
mates herewith submitted. It must be remembered that, although 
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llie quantity of excavation will be very much lessened by reducing 
Ifae depth of water, yet, that the embankment will remain the samot 
since there is no variation in the leveL For this last item, I have 
retained the quantities heretofore furnished. 

For fiirther information relative to the obstructions at this pointi I 
would respectfully refer the commissioners to the report of Mr. Mc- 
Craeken, and also to the report of John Almy, Esq., of the exami* 
mtion made by him in 1887, with a view to the improvement of the 
bed of the stream from its mouth to Lyons, Ionia county. 

Estimates for south side of River. 

5,000 cubic yards rock excavation, at #1 per yard, 

4,010 do do earth do at 25 c do 
10,448 do do embankment, at 25 c do 
15 feet lockage, at $700 per foot lifl. 
Stopping passages between islands at lower end of canal, 

9 pair guard gates, $500, 
Estimate for dam, 

Continuing present mole to connect with dam, 
1 culvert, 820 perches masonry, at 92 per percbi 
1 bridge with draw, ' 

ISuperintendence, 

10 per cent for eontingencies, 



|t5,000 00 


1,002 50 


2,612 00 


10,500 00 


500 00 


1,000 00 


2,479 00 


997 50 


640 00 


600^^00 


1,000 00 


•26,881 00 \ 


2,638 10 ' 



Total amount, <28,964 10 

In the above statement, there is nothing allowed on account of the 

work already done by the Kent company ; this matter will, of course, 

be adjusted by the board. 

Estimates for the north side of Biver. 

5000 cubic yards rock excavation, at $1 per yard, $5,000 00 

5996 do do earth do at 25 c do 1,484 00 

8000 do do from bed of river, 80 c do 900 00 

90100 do do embankment 25 c do 7,525 00 

8744 do do protection wall, $1 do 8,744 00 

17 feet lockage, at $700 per foot lift, 11,900 00 

Guried fonrard, $ 
Vol U. 27 



>♦ 
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Brought forward. 


• 


2 pair guard gates at $500, 


1,000 00 


1 ouWert, 


640 00 


Estimate for dam. 


2,479 00 


do do mole to be comiected with the dam. 


^97 00 


1 bridge with draw, 


600 00 


Superintendence, 


1,000 00 




•42,269 00 


10 per cent for contingencies, 


4,226 90 


Total amount, 


§46,495 aO 



From the above it appears that the changes proposed, will reduce 
the cost upon one side much more in proportion than upon the other, 
which arises from the fact, that the heavy quantities of embankment 
and walling upon the north side, are in no way affected* by them; 
the embankment might be very much reduced by locating one of the 
locks at a point midway of the canal, or thereabouts, but as this would 
sensibly impair the value of the water power to be created upon the 
property of the state, I have not thought it best to make any sucb 
reduction. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, by 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN M. BERRIEN, 



(B.) 

Report of F. A» Htdlj Superintendent of the improvement of the A. 

Joseph River. 

St. Joseph^ December 6, 1841. 
Shubaxl Conant, Esq.: 

Sxa-— Herewith you will receive my report of operations on the 
St Joseph river, in 1841. 

Agreeably to your instructions, I commenced on the 18th June, at 
a point 16 miles from the mouth of the river, (where the work was 
discontinued lost fall,) to remove snags and other obstructions to the 
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Mife navigation of the stream. The principal obfitructions, from the 
point aboTO named and the village of Berrien, a distance of nine 
miles, consisted, (except shoals) of logs and trees, many of large size, 
having their branches deeply imbedded in the sand at the bottom, re- 
quiring much labor and the application of heavy purchases to re- 
move. I constructed a saw to work under water, and used it to cut 
off many of the principal branches of trees that lay in deep water, 
that were in the way of boats navigating the stream, thereby saving 
the labor of removing the entire trees, which are lefl so far below 
the surface, as not to endanger their passage over them. The dan- 
ger is also diminished from the fact, that this class of obstructions 
are in still as well as deep water, and can easily be avoided. 

This part of the work was not deemed of so much importance as 
the removal of rocks further up the stream ; and the low water and 
warm weather both favoring, determined me to proceed, as soon as 
practicable, to the removal of this class of obstructions. I accord- 
ingly commenced removing rocks where they appeared in the chan- 
nel usually navigated by boats, proceeding up the river to a point 
one mile above the village of Elkhart, in the state of Indiana, where 
I arrived on the 1st of October, having passed over a distance of 68) 
miles, and removed all the rocks in the channel of the stream usual- 
ly taken by the most experienced pilots. 1 then commenced drop- 
ping down the river, and laid up and discharged the hands on the 9th 
October. 

Prom a journal kept from day to day, I find the work accomplish- 
ed, to be the removal of seventy-five snags or trees from the bed of 
the river ; the breaking up of five driAs or masses of timber that had 
accumulated in as many different bends, and taking out of the chan- 
nel 1,649 rocks, the average weight of which is estimated at half a 
ton, besides removing numerous smaller ones, of which no memo- 
randiun is made. 

The average number of men employed, is nine, at $20 per month, 
and the whole expenses for the respective months employed, includ- 
ing outfit, purchase of tools, payment of wages, repairs, provisions, 
&C., as shown by the monthly returns, duplicates of which have been 
ibrwarded, is, 
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874 8? 


• 


291 88 


• 


457 60 






81,445 29 
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For June, <* 

Julyt r. 

August,,,..* 
Septemb^f fnd Octobef, 

from /une 14, at which lime preparatioiui were commenced, to Octo- 
ber 9, the tiine of discontinuance. The distance from the point, one 
mile above Elkhart, to Three Rivers, is estimated at 34 miles, and 
the probable cIb( of improvement will average less per mile, than 
any part of the river passed over below, as there are fewer obstruo' 
tions to be removed. 

One and two-third months of the time has been employed in im.* 
proving that part of the river in the state of Indiana, and herQ I 
would remark, that this portion of the river was more obstructed, 
and the danger of the navigation in consequence of the rocks, great- 
er than that portion passed over in the stAte of Michigan. 

The navigation of the stream, from the highest point I reached, 
may now be considered safe for such craft as can pass the various 
shoals. 

Observation has confirmed me in the opinion, that the construction 
of wing dams, will secure a channel sufficient to allow the passage 
of boats drawing two and a half feet water, at the lowest stage of the 
river ; and I have made a memorandum of the number that would 
secure this object, viz : from the mouth of river to state line, thirty-* 
four, and from the state line to Elkhart, eighteen ; varying in length 
from four to nine rods; the expense of construction say at $10 per rod* 

This would effectually overcome the obstructions now offered to 
the navigation by sioaU^ and very much enhance the value of the 
stream as an outlet to the largely increasing agricultural products of 
the St Joseph country. 

The number of keel boats is steadily increasing, and twenty-eight 

of this description of boats, carrying from one hundred to four hun-* 

dred barrels flour, have found constant employment since the last 

harvest. In addition to this, a large number of arks are built in the 

upper parts of the river, and only used for floating down the heavy 

agricultural products, and thrown away as soon as unloaded. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

F. A. HULL, Superintendent. 
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(C.) 

Report of Alvin Tvmer^ Chief Engineer on Southern railroad and 

CUnion and Kalamazoo canal. 

Adrian^ November 80, 1841. 

SmjBAXL CoNANTy Esq,^ Proetdeni Board of hUemal hiprovemenl : 

« 

Sflu— Under the direction of the board of internal improvement^ 
in the early part of June last, I aasumed the charge of the work on 
the Southern railroad, then in progress of construction between the 
villages of Adrian and Hillsdale, a distance of thirty-two miles, known 
as the second division of said road. 

The first division, extending from Monroe to Adrian, was so far 
completed as to admit of the running of the cars sometime in No- 
vember last A daily train has passed over the road between Mon- 
roe and this place during the present season, but the amount of busi- 
ness has been limited, as it has only divided the business heretofore 
done on the Erie and Kalamazoo road, which, in fact, is all that can 
be expected, as long as both roads terminate at the same point, and 
the only means of rendering this portion available or profitable, is 
the early completion of the second division, and the extension of the 
mad from Monroe to some harbor on the lake accessible to the larger 
class of boats. 

Two poinia have been examined with a view to this extension, viz : 
La Plaisance bay and the ship canal, but no survey or estimate has 
as yet been made for the cost of. the road to either point Conside- 
rable money has already been expended on the east side of this bay 
in the construction of a pier, or breakwater, which afibrds a safe and 
eonvenient shelter for the smaller vessels during a storm ; a light- 
house has also been built on a convenient point near the entrance of 
this harbor, and should this be made the terminating point of the 
road, it will be necessary to deepen the channel by dredging, so as 
to admit the larger class of boats. The pier, or breakwater, should 
also be extended three or four hundred feet, and the channel marked 
out by buoys on each side. This channel is formed by a current 
produced by the discharge of a portion of the waters of the River 
Raisin into the head of the bay, and in the event of the ship canal 
being completed, the waters of the Raisin would be discharged 
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through that channel, and, of course, the current through the bay 
would cease. The question might then arise, whether the channel 
would not be liable to fill, and subject the government to a yearly 
expense iti removing the 3'early deposits which are now carried into 
the lake by the current of the river. 

A pier and warehouse have been erected on the bay by a charter-* 
ed company, who claim the exclusive right of controlling the busi- 
ness of the La Plaisance bay harbor, which is the termination of the 
River Raisin and Lake Erie railroad. This work unites with the 
Southern railroad at Monroe, and has, by an act of the legislature, 
become the property of the state, and was intended as the termina- 
tion of the Southern railroad ; but the advantages derived from the 
purchase of this road, fall far short of what was anticipated, its con-* 
dition being such as to render it useless, except for horse power, 
thereby subjecting the state to an extra expense of -sizty^-Beven cents 
for every car transported over this portion of the road, which, in 
two years, with the present business only, would equal the cost of 
putting the road in repair for locomotive power, besides, on the com- 
pletion of the second division, horse power on this portion of the road 
would be inadequate to the increase of business. 

In relation to the ship canal, considerable money has already been 
expended, and portions of the canal finished ; piers have been ex- 
tended on both aides of the canal into the lake, between five and six 
hundred feet. This canal connects the lake with a bend of the Ri« 
ver Raisin, and, when completed, will afford a safe and convenient 
harbor, accessible at all times: Should this point be determined on, 
an extension of the Southern road will be required The distance 
from the present point of termination, to the mouth of the ship ca- 
nal, is about two and half miles, mostly through a marsh, which, on 
the score of economy, should be built during the winter. This road, 
however, would be only temporary, in case the proposed improve- 
ments of the river are carried into completion, as the present termi- 
nation of the road, in that event, would be at the head of naviga^ 
tion. The river improved to this point, would make one of the best 
harbors on the lake, the current of the river passing through the ca- 
nal, would prevent the formation of any bars to obstruct the passage 
of boats. 
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I would suggest to the board the propriety of connectmg the Pal- 
myra and Jacksonburg railroad with the Southern railroad, near the 
present junction, east of Adrian. This would secure a considerable 
amount of business that now goes by the Erie and Kalamazoo rail- 
road to Toledo. I am informed that 15,000 barrels of flour have 
been manufactured at Tecumseh and Manchester, and sent to Toledo 
over this road, which, had facilities been offered, would have passed 
over the Southern railroad to Monroe, and, in return, a proportion^ 
ate amount of imports transported to the above named places. 

The country through which the second division of the Southern 
road passes, is much settled ; the first twenty miles a fine timbered 
range, second to none in the depth and fertility of its soil, in the qua- 
lity of timber, and its adaptation to the various pursuits of agricul- 
ture. The remaining twelve miles consists principally of oak open- 
ings, interspersed with marshes and lakes, possessing a rich soil pe- 
euliarly adapted to the growing of wheat and Indian com. The seo^ 
tion of country west and south of Hillsdale, tributary to this road, 
is said to be one of the finest in the state for farming purposes, and, 
if we take the present season as a criterion, it is believed the amount 
of products, together with the imports to be transported on this road, 
would be sufficient to pay the interest on the cost of construction to 
Hillsdale. This place, it is thought, owing to the pecuniary matters 
of the state, will be the western termination of this road for many 
years. A better point, probably, could not have been selected, having 
ia view the future interests of the state, being situated on the direct 
loute to Branch, Coldwater, &c., possessing the advantage of good 
roads at all times, and a central location for business. 

I have been informed that the Manhattan railroad company are 
prosecuting their work to completion, and intend to have it ready for 
Ihe truns in the early part of next season. This road is designed to 
unite with the Southern railroad at Monroe, and will form a connect- 
ing link with the Ohio railroad npw in progress of construction to 
Cleveland This route will form one of the greatest thoroughfares 
for winter, (if not for summer) business, in the western states ; there- 
fore the importance of completing the road to HiUsdale at as early 
It (fay as possibley must be self-evident to every one acquainted with 
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the amount of travel and freight that would pass over it in the event 
of its completion. 

The whole amount of western bimineas now done at Toledo, eta 
Adrian, Brie and Kalamazoo road, would be done at much greater 
advantage at Monroe via the Southern railroad, and the profits accru- 
ing fitHn the transportation, placed to the credit of that work and ap- ' 
plied to the payment of the interest and prmcipal of the debt incur- 
red by the construction of the road, instead of filling the coffers of 
a private company. It is an axiom that <<a penny saved is worth 
two earned," and although not applicable in all cases, in this its truth 
is apparent, for the expenses attending the lajring and collecting of 
the necessary taxes to meet this principid and interest, and disbursing 
the same, would be saved to the people of the state, whose burthens 
are already too heavy. 

In view of the above, and with the hope that iron would be fur* 
nished to put the road in operation as soon as it could be got ready, 
I took measures, in the early part of the season, to have the contracts 
^mpleted by the first of December ; subsequently, however, it wae 
ascertained that iron could not be had, in consequence of the failure 
in the payment of the October instalment, and the consequent r^ 
duodon of the amount of state scrip authorized to be issued, and the 
contractors i^ot being able to procure the necessary means to pay 
their men, except ia warrants, the work will not be completed at as 
yearly a day as was ai^ticipated. 

It is, however, in a state of forwardness, and with the exception 
of sectbns 9, 28, 29, 80, 91 and 82, will be nearly completed in the 
pourse of two weeks^ section 9 crosses a tamarack svwnp, the grad- 
ing over which, was supposed to be nearly complete, when a portion 
of the road, seyeral rods in length, settled into the manh to the depth 
of 9 or 10 feet, which will require aome weeks to raise again to 
grade. Section 28 terminates in a long marsh, eroeses a smaller 
<me, the depth of which I have not been able to ascertain, but will 
require tyB or six weeks to fill it to grade. Section 29 crosses a 
long marsh ; a bridge has been constructed across this mandi which, 
upon examination, was found to be unsafe for transporting loads of 
any description, being built on piles from twelve to forty-five feet in 
length ; the long piles were driven in pieces, spliced by squaring the 
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etids and doWetlng them together with two inch dowels. Additional 
piles were deemed neceesaiy, and having but one machine, will re- 
quire two or three months to complete it. 

* The sections west of this will be in readiness by the time the bridge 
is completed. Water stations and turn outs have been established at 
points where they were deemed necessary. No contracts, howeveri 
have been made for putting up the buildings — not being deemed im* 
portant until the road is nearly ready for use. 

Depot buildings will be required at Hillsdale, as early as they can 
be put in the spring ; for which purpose a release has been given 
for as much ground as may be necessary for the buildings, as well as 
the road. 

'There was estimated, for work done on the second diviision, from 
the 1st December, 1840, to June 12, 1841, as appears by Mr. Met- 
calf's book, the sum of (31,267 25, and since, the sum of f88,817 
61, making the aggregate sum of $69,574 76. 

There was also estimated for engineering, as appears by Mr. Metr 
calf's books, from the first of December, 1840, to June 12, 1841, 
the sum of $3,278 89, and since that time, the sum of $1,776 87, 

■ 

making the sum total of estimates $74,625 02. 

Amount necessary to complete the road to Hillsdale, $16,68tt W. 
This amount includes the ironing of the road; the iroh lobe -for^ 
nished and distributed at the expense of the state. The cost of the 
depot buildings at Hillsdale, not included in the above cfifoount 

Annexed Is a statement of the probable amount of exports i^d im» 
ports to be annually transported over this road, in the event of its 
completion to Hillsdale. This statement is made froift data to be re- 
lied on, and is believed will fall far short of what Will be rdalkdd. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

ALVIN TURNER, Engineer. 
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Statement shcmng the probable amount of exports and imports ann»' 
ally^ via the Southern railroad^ in the event of its comphtion to 
Hillsdale. 

Exportsfrom Adrian^ Tecumseh, Clinton, and Manchester to Monroe. 

Wheat and flour» equal to 30,000 barrels, 
at 25 cts., #7,600 00 

Coarse grain, equal to 7,000 barrels whis- 
ky, at 88 cts., 2,810 00 

do equal to 1,5255 barrels pork and lard, 
at 88 cts., 414 15 

156 tons ashes, at $4 40, 686 40 

Passengers, 5 per day, 1,565, at (1 62i, 2,548 12 



ei8,45» 67 



Imports from Monroe, 
600 tons merchandize, at $4 40, 82,640 00 

8,500 barrels salt, at 88 cts., 1,155 00 

80 tons pig iron and castings, at $4 40, 182 00 

Passengers, 5 per day, at $1 62i, 2,548 18 

Exportsfrom Hillsdah to Monroe. 

Wheat and flour, equal to 120,000 bar- 
rels, at 47 cts^ 856,400 00 

Coarse grain,equal to 18,602 barrels whis- 
ky, at 62 i cts., 8,557 20 

do equal to 6,285 barrels pork and lard, 
at 62i cts., 8,028 12 

950 tons ashes, at $8 87, 2,092 50 

Paflsengers, 20 per day, 6,260, at 68 00, 18,780 00 

Imports from Monroe to Hillsdale. 
1,750 tons merchandize, at $8 87, 914,647 50 

10,500 barrels salt, at 62i cts., 6,562 50 

00 tons pig iron and castings, 98 87, 758 80 

Paasengers, 20 per day, 6,260, at td 00, 18,780 00 



6,470 18 



89,758 12 



40,748 80 



Amount of receipts, •150,425 22 

Carrried forward, $ 
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Brought forward, $ 

Cost of road when completed and stockedi 

say 8800,000. 

Interest on which at 6 per cent, $48,000 00 

Expenses for running road, 81,800 00 

Repairs and incidental expenses, 15,000 00 

$94,800 00 

Amount of net profits, $56,125 gg 

The undersigned would further report, that, in connection with 
the Southern railroad, the work on the Clinton and Kalamazoo canal 
has been prosecuted^ under his supervision, to completion, as far as 
was let to contract, with the exception of half a section, which will 
probably be completed in the course of next month. 

It is to be regretted that a work of so much importance to the state 
— destined at some future day to be not only its pride, but its source 
of permanent revenue — should be so much neglected by the legisla- 
turo, thaf it must not only remain unproductive to the state, but 
wholly useless to the enterprising citizens settled in its vicinity. Un- 
der the present financial condition of the state, the only remedy is 
its extension from Frederick, its present termination, to Detroit 
This would create an extensive water power at Detroit, and not only 
furnish the best facilities for transporting to market the large quan- 
titles of timber, lumber, staves, and wood, which that country annu* 
ally furnishes, but place the work in a condition to be preserved from 
damage and decay, until the finances of the state shall be adequate 
to its completion. 

In relation to the importance of its extension westerly, I would 
beg leare to refer to the reports of James B. Hunt and Jarvis Hurd, 
the former commissioner and engineer on that work. 

Total amount of estimates for work done on the canal, exclusive 
of damages, dam at Frederick, or engineering, $282,028 02. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

ALVIN TURNER, Engineer. 
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(D.) 

Report ofThonuu O. Cole^ Superintendent of the Southern RaUroaJU 

To the Honorable Bovd of Internal inprotement: 

The undersigned respectfully reports, that on the 28th day of AprQ 
last he took charge of the Southern railroad, under a general letter 
of instructions from the acting commissioner, to place that portion 
of the road between La Plaisance bay and Adrian in readiness for 
the running of the cars, and to commence and continue running the 
same, so long Ss the receipts were sufficient to defray all expenses 
of running the cars, and keeping in repair the road and machinery. 
It was found, on a close examination of that portion of the road b^ 
tween Monroe imd La Plaisance bay, that the curve connecting the 
Southern with the La Plaisance bay road, was of so short a radras 
as to preclude the possibility of ever running around the same with 
a locomotive engine ; that most of the La Plaisance bay road was 
built in so slight a manner, and the timber so much decayed, that the 
whole superstructure would require re-building to make it available 
for locomotive power. This could not be done without a heavy out- 
lay of Ainds, and a delay in the business operations of the road for 

months 
As the business season had already opened, it was determined to 

fill up this portion of the road in as expeditious and economical a 
manner as possible, for the use of horse can only ; new ribbands 
were accordingly put down on about two miles and a half of the road» 
a portion of the long bridge replenishedy and the iron ^iked down 
on the whole m a temporary manner. 

The expense for the whole was, for materials used, exclusive of 
iron, $478 76 

Labor, M9 70 

Making 9728 46 

for which duplicate vouchers are on file in the office of the auditor 
general, and also in the office of the board of internal improvement 

The means for running the road were found to consist of one old 
locomotive engine, three four wheel passenger cars, three dirt oarsy 
one eight wheel wood rack and two very antique tranq;>ortation can ; 
in addition to these relics of what they had once been, a portbn of 
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the work had been done towards fitting up two new transportation 
cars. These cars were finished daring the month of Junot and paid 
for bj the auditor general from the general appropriation ; Touchem 
for which are on file as above, amounting to $235 54. 

During the month of July« a new locomotive engine was received 
from Detroit and placed on the road. 

Since the undersigned has had charge of the road, one train of 
ears has been run daily between Monroe and Adrian, excepting Sun* 
days. 

It might not be improper to state some of the embarrassments uih * 
der which the operations on this road have been subject to during the 
past season, and which, of themselves, will explain the cause of its 
not being more productive. 

In the first place, steamboats have, in but very few instances, made 
La Plaisance bay a stopping place to land passengers or fieight on 
their passage up the lake ; consequently^ all the passengers and 
freight destined for the interior of the southern tier of counties, by 
being landed at Toledo, have been conveyed over the Erie and Ka* 
lamazoo railroad, and, although by much effort and persuasion on 
the part of our citizens, a few boats were prevailed upon to toudi at 
La Plaisance bay on their downward trip, passengers very generally 
preferred the inconvenience of travelling over a bad road to the risk 
of detention at Monroe. In addition to the better facilities offered 
at Toledo, by having a regular and daily line of steamboats, the Erie 
and Kalamazoo railroad company have kept afloat, du|*ing most of 
the past season, the bills of their broken down bank, worthless for 
any other purpose than to pay transportation on their railroad ; so 
that, although the rates of toll were nominally the same, the public 
were enabled, by purchasing these bills at from three to four shillings 
on the dollar, to do their business on the Brie and Kalamazoo road 
for much less than they could on the Southern railroad. 

Much prejudice prevails against this road from the fact, that there 
is no competition at its eastern termination, in the business of sto- 
rage and forwarding. This portion of the road being owned by a 
chartered company, claiming exclusive right over all the water in 
La Plaisance bay, and with one warehouse only, commanding to 
themselves all of the business that passes over the Southern railroad. 
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In alladiog to this monopoly of priTileges, the undenigned would 
not wish to be understood that any cause of complaint has existedi or 
now exists, against the gentleman who has charge of the warehouse ; 
on the contrary, all who have done business with him the past sea- 
son, will testify to his uniform fairness and liberality in .all business 
transactions, and that nothing has been wanting on his part, in ex- 
tending to them all the facilities in his power. The inconveniences 
and greatly increased e:i^nse of doing the business on this road, part 
by locomotive and part by horse power, will forever prevent its doing 
enough to make it a source of revenue to the state, or a means of 
facilitating the business of the country. 

In view of these difficulties, two remedies have presented them- 
selves. One of which is, to re-build the four miles of road between 
Monroe and La Plaisance bay, and form such a connection with the 
Southern road, that locomotive power can be used on the whole, 
without the necessity of dAtantlou by transhipment at Monroe. 

Should La Plaisuice bay continue to be the only eastern termina- 
tion to this road, no other argument is vranting to show the policy of 
adopting this plan, than the fact, that fourteen loaded cars can be de- 
livered to the lake, by locomoti-ve power, cheaper, and in four hours 
less time, than two cars can be delivered by one pair of horses ; and 
that, in doing a heavy freighting business, the expense of delivering 
property over the four miles between Monroe and the lake, by horse 
power, exceeds that of the thirty-five miles between Monroe and 
Adrian. 

Another plan is, to extend from its present termination, the South- 
em railroad, a distance of two and a half miles, to the mouth of the 
ship canal, a work commenced and nearly completed by the general 
government, at a cost of $90,000, and which, with but a small addi« 
tional expenditure, will make one of the safest and most acceptable 
harbors on Lake Erie, where boats, on their passage from Buffalo to 
Detroit, or Toledo, can at all times touch with but slight deviation 
f^om their regular course ; and at a point where no chartered or ex- 
dusive privilege exists ; where land can be obtained for the erection 
of wardiouses, and inducements offered to the enterprising business 
man. 

Much inconvenience and greatly increased expense of keeping the 
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road in repair, has been caused by the want of spikes, to fully finish 
the spiking down of about twenty-two miles of the iron between 
Monroe and Adrian ; this portion of the road having only half the 
necessary number of spikes in each bar of iron. 

The spilees for this purpose were received here early in the sea- 
son, but were found to be made of bad materia], and it was thought 
to be poor economy to use them, and they are now on hand at the 
depot in this place. In addition to the ordinary expenses of keeping 
the road, cars and machinery in repair, many necessary improve* 
ments have been made. 

The damage caused to the bridge at Petersburg, by the freshet last 
spring, has been repaired in a permanent manner ; the expense of 
which, with all other matters, will be more fully explained in the 
account current accompanying this report. Much work has been 
done to the old cars, and five new freight cars, in addition to the two 
before mentioned, made. of the best materials and workmanship, have 
been finished ; the cost of which, will also be explained in the ac- 
count current and vouchers herewith submitted. While the most 
rigid economy has been practised in every department, no necessary 
expense has been spared in keeping every thing in perfect repair. 
Improvements have been made in the machine shop, and many var 
luable implements added to it. These improvements, together with 
the necessary small fixtures required to start into operation a new 
road, have greatly increased the amount set down to running expen- 



The wells dug last year, have been a source of much annoyance, 
and at times of serious damage ; not being of sufficient depth, and 
the season a very dry one, such a thing as pure water for the supply 
of the engine, was rarely to be found, and at times no water at all. 
The buildings erected at the stations, were left in an entirely, uiw 
finished state, and, so far as done, were of the poorest kind. Mea- 
tnures have been taken to have them finished, and they will shortly 
be rendered somewhat serviceable for the purposes they were inten- 
ded. 

AH which is respectfully submitted. 

THOMAS 6. COLE, 
ShperinieBdeiU. 
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(E.) 

Letter ofX 3£ Berrien^ chief engineer j inehsing report oflLR. JUhr* 

ray^ on survey of Bice Creek route. 

Ann Arbor^ July 20, 1841< 
Sbvbasl C0NANT9 Ebo*! Acting Commseioner^ Sfc: 

S» — ^I herewith inclose the report of Mr. Robert H. Marrayi as- 
sistant engineer, Central railroad, of the result of his recent exami- 
nations upon the Rice creek route, between the villages of Jackson 
and Marshall, made by direction of the board. This route was em- 
braced in the preliminary surveys for the Central railroad, made du« 
ring the year 1837, and previous to the location of the road in the 
▼alley of the Kalamazoo river, between the above mentioned points, 
by the board of internal improvement of that year. The results then 
obtained, like those presented by Mr. Murray, showed the compari- 
aon, both as to cost and distance, to be in its favor. But, in conside- 
ration of the fact, that the route by the valley of the river was that 
which the business and important interests of that section of country 
would be the most beneficially affected, the board preferred to adopt 
it, although at seme sacrifice, which, to them, appeared trilling in 
comparison with the object in view, and, especially so, as it was be- 
lieved the greater facilities afibrded by the roid, would amply repay 
to the state the interest of the additional cost 

Such, I believe, was the view of the subject entertained by the 
commissioners at the time, and, if then correct, the arguments em- 
ployed must apply with additional force now, when many improve- 
ments and investments have been made with reference to the partic- 
ular location heretofore adopted. Such considerations, however, be- 
long exclusively to the board, and will, no doubt,*have due influence 
upon their ultimate decision. 

With the wants, improvements and capabilities of the section of 
country traversed by these routes, the commiaBk>ner8 are too well 
acquainted, to make k necessary for me to present them with any 
thing farther upon the subject, than the comparison as to expense 
and distance contained in the accompanying report, and the general 
remark, that neither route presents any obstacle as to grades or cur- 
vature. 
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la the evfioiKlae of Mr. Mum^, as well am those formerly proper^ 
ad by myselfy no allowance is made for damages to lands and right 
of way. East of JacksoOt these have proved to be considerable items, 
and, when ascertained, in the present case, must be taken into the 
account in making of the actual difference in the expense of the two 
joute^ under consideration. 

Very respectfullyt sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN M. BERRIEN, 

Ckief Engineer. 



(E.) 

Ann Arhoff My 12, 1B41. 
7b Josm M. BsaaisN, Eso., Chief Engineer, ^c.; 

Having completed the survey of the route by the valley of Rice 
creek, for the Central railroad between Jackson and Marshall, to* 
gather with the map, profiles and estimates of the same, I am pre- 
pared to report, that I commenced the survey at Marshall on the 7tb 
of May last, and finished leveling on the 9th of June following. 

In compliance with your instructions, to make the examination as 
perfect as possible, preparatory to a location, double, and sometimes 
treble lines, were run over various portions of the route, but in no 
case leaving a doubt which to prefer, except at Marshall. Two lines 
were there run through the village, one upon the north, the other on 
the south side of the mill pond supplied from Rice creek. Indepen- 
dent of the right of way, the former of these is the cheaper route ; 
but, although it passes for more than a quarter of a mile through a 
public street, it is believed that the excess of damage it would occa- 
sion, would be quite equal to the diflference in the cost of construction. 

The northern of these lines crosses Rice creek about two miles 
from the village, immediately afler which it intersects the other, and 
the route thence keeps the south side of the creek, with the excep- 
tion of a mile and a half, until it leaves the valley, thirteen miles 
west of Jackaon. 

By cnMHBg about ten miles east of Manhisdl, to the north side of 

Vol. 11. 39 
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the creek, the worst portion of the whole line, as formerly sonreyedf 
isayoided. 

West of the pomt where it hecomes necessary to crossi I was able 
to keep clear for the most part, both of the high ground on the right, 
and of the marsh on the led^ but for the remainder of the route a 
considerable portion both of marsh and of rough ground was neces- 
sarily encountered ; the marshes, however, are generally shallow, 
and the rough ground is so only, as compared with the western part 
of the same line. I intersected the southern, or Albion route as lo- 
cated by Mr. Morell in 1838-39, about seven and a half miles from 
Jackson, or one mile and a half west of the village of Barry, and 
found the difference between the lengths of the two routes to be near- 
ly a mile and a quarter in favor of that up Rice creek ; but, as in 
locating the latter its length might probably be somewhat increased, 
this difference may properly be reduced to one mile. 

But it is comparing the estimates of grading upon the two routes 
that the most important difference is perceived. 
In the seven and a half miles from Jackson to the 

intersection, I find the number of cubic yards of 

excavation to be 79,878 

Cubic yards of embankment, 74,925 

Total, 154,303 



From the intersection to Marshall by the Rice creek 
route— 23 miles of excavation, 68,618 yards, 

do of embankment, 177,041 do 



Total, 245,659 do 

Addmg to this the former total, 154,303 do 
we have, total from Jackson to Marshall, upon Rice 

creek route, 30} miles, 399,962 do 



Flrom the intersection to Marshall, by the Albion 
route, 24 miles of excavation, 173,556 yank 

do do of embankment, 232,033 do 



Total, 405,589 do 

Carried forward, 405,560 do 
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Brought forward,! 405,580 yaxik 

Adding as aboye, 154,808 do 

We have total from Jackson to Marshall, upon Al- 
bion route, 81} miles, 559,802 do • 
Deduct total upon Rice creek route, 800,062 do 

Difference, 150,080 do 

The value of this difference being considerably reduced by the 
lightness of the work on rice creek, may be fairly estimated at 15 
cents per cubic yard. The general result of the comparison b then 
thus finally exhibited i 

150,080 cubic yards of grading at 15 cents per yard, is, #28,020 50 
One mile of superstructure, 5,000 00 

Estimated difference in cost between the Rice creek 
and Albion route, in favor of the former, #28,020 50 

ROBERT MURRAY. 
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Statement of rank and compensatum of the persons employed in the 
Engineer Department wider the Boards December 1, 1841. 

Clinton and Kalamazoo Canal. 



L. Wesolowskiy assistant engineery 


•800 per annum. 


Southern Railroad. 






Thomas Frazier, assistant engineer* 


$800 do 


do 


Henry Waldron, leveller, 


720 do 


do 


Samuel Bement, rodman. 


540 do 


do 


If. N. Bowlsby, superintendent pile bridge. 


626 do 


do 


Alvin Turner, chief engineer. 


1,000 do 


do 


Central Railroad. 






John M. Berrien, principal engineer, and chief 


• 




engineer under the board, 


$1,000 per 1 


emnum. 


R. H. Murray, assistant engineer, 


600 do 


do 


Hans Theilson, leveller, 


720 do 


do 


H. A. Hayden, leveller. 


720 do 


do 


O. H. Ford, rodman. 


540 do 


do 


V. S. Aikins, rodman, 


640 do 


do 


6. N. Turner, rodman, 


540 do 


do 


Henry Thielson, axman, 


420 do 


do 


Spencer Crouch, axman. 


420 d6 


do 



The party temporarily employed under the direction of Mr. Mur- 
ray, assistant engineer, in re^marking and establishing the line be* 
tween Jackson and Marshall, will be discharged in a few days, with 
the exception of the rodman, Mr. G. N. Turner ; that work being, 
throughout, nearly ready for the contractors. 

Mr. Hans Theilson, with the leveller and rodman now employed 
under him upon the fifth division, will be detached in about a week, 
to prepare the line for contract between Marshall and Battle creek. 
The services of a party upon the fifth division will then be dispensed 
with. 

Detroit and Grand River Road. 
John MuUett, superintendent, $800 per annum. 

Saginaw Turnpike. 
Harvey Williams^ superintendent, 800 do do 
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Impravem^ni of 8t. Josef h JUver. 
F. A. Hull, saperintendentt f800 per annum. 

ItnprovemerU of KaJamazoo River. . 
P. Vradenburghy auperintendent, 800 do do 

Statement of property of the State of Michigan^ under the charge of 

the agents of the Board, 

In office of Board of Internal Lnprovemenif Detroit. 

1 writing deek, 

1 iron chestf with two sets brass keys, cost $316, 

1 set of books of accounts board of interpal improvement, 

1 do do do acting commissioners Central railroad, 

1 do do do Detroit and St Joseph railroad company, 

1 pine drawing table, 

2 stoves and pipe, (1 large, 1 small,) 
1 pair shovel and tongs, 

1 fire board covered with zinc, 

4 spittoons, 

8 flag bottom chairs, 

4 wood do do 

1 black wulnut paper case, 

1 pine do do 

1 wafer box, 

1 counter brush, 

1 ash kettle, 

1 porcelain slate, 

1 cherry ruler, 

4 inkstands, (3 large, 1 small,) 

3 sand boxes, (2 do 1 do) 

Sundry stationery, consisting of letter paper, quills, ink, wafers, black 

sand, and printed forms of accounts, dec; 
Sundry vouchers for expenditures on public works ; 
do papers under control of board, consisting of contracts, deeds 

of releases, communications, originals of reports of boards atid 

committees thereof, engineers' reports, proposals for contracts, 

dec, dec. 
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Sundry printed reporti of ofllcera of this and odier states ; 
cop7 of revised statutes of this state ; 

copy of each of session laws for 1887, 1838, 1889, 1840, 1641, 
Farmer's map of Michigan, 

do do the city of Detroit, 

United States, cost 88 00, 

Northern railroad, 

Clinton canal, 

Saginaw canal. 

Southern railroad from Centerville to Niles, 

do do do 

Southern railroad, 

Clinton canal from Mt. Clemens to Frederick, 
do do do Rochester, 

do in Livingston and Ingham counties, 
ship canal from Belvidere to Mt Clemens, 
Red river survey of Clinton canal. 
Northern railroad, 
Sault Ste Marie canal. 
Grand river, 

canal around rapids of Orand river, 
St Joseph river, 

canal from Union City to Homer, 
do Homer to Dexter, 
profiles of Clinton canal, 
do survey of Southern railroad in Cass county, 

do St Joseph river, 

do ^ canal from Union City to Homer, 
do Central railroad, 

levels and stafis, 
compass, 

transit instrument, 

book field notes, improvement of Orand river, 
bundle do survey in Cass county, 
box containing books and papers of Clinton canal, 
basket do do do N. raiboad and Saginaw canal, 
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ill ojfiee tued by Collector on Central Railroad^ at Detroit, 

I stove and pipe, 

1 iron baainy 

1 pair shovel and tongs, 

1 table, 

1 Farmer's map of Michigan, 

1 book case, 

Sundry account books, 

1 inkstandj 

Sundry way bills filed, 

1 sand box, 

1 ruler, 

2 old candlesticks, 

1 pair broken snuffers, 

4 common chairs, 

1 flag bottom chair. 

Sundry articles of stati<Miery, consisting of blank duplicates, ac- 
counts current, ^ay bills, writing paper, hand bills, rates of toll, 
quills, dsc, dsc 

1 clock. 



Under charge of B. Briscoe^ Superintendent Machinery f Central 

Railroad. 

4 locomotive steam engines, 

2 cranks and wheels extra, 
10 car wheels and axles, 

3 large passenger cars, 
2 small do do 
19 do burden do 
2 large do do 
10 racks, 

1 lot patterns for engines and cars, 

1 roll wire gauze, 

2 lathes with tools, 

3 sets blacksmith tools. 
Vol. II. 30 
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7 visesy hammen, drilb, stocks, taps and dies, 

4 stoves and pipe, 

2 grindstones, 

1 Fairbank's patent scales, 

1 ton old wrought iron, 

2 tons new spring steel, 
147 pounds new iron, 
187 bushels charcoal, 
800 bushels hard coal, 

1 dozen shovelB, 

1 dozen pails, 

2 wheel-barrows, 
100 pounds lard, 

60 gallons sperm oil, 

12 work benches and vises in car shop, 

2 glue kettles, 
1 furnace, 

3 handsaws, 

4 bench planes, 
9 augurs, 

I old brace and bits, 

II old planes, 
1 slick, 

1 X cut saw, 

2 hand axes, 

3 wrenches, 
3 rules, 

3 sets door slides, 

30 hand screws, 

1 frame for large passenger car, 

308 yards fringe, 

90 yards lace, 

14 yards damask, 

15,000 feet pine boards, 

500 feet oak and ash plank, 

2,000 feet white wood, 

206 cords wood. 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 385 

Under charge of D. B. Brawny auperintendetU RepmrSt CeiUral 

Railroad, 
4 horses, 

3 cars for repairs, 
12 wood saws, 
dazes, 

12 spike hammers, 
2 iron bars, 

7 stoves and pipe, 

4 sets harness, 

10 wheel barrows, 

8 drills, 

10 spades and shovels, 
6 iron crowbars, 

8 dirt picks, , 

^ 3 grindstones, 
5,000 feet oak rails, 
1,200 cords wood, 
2 mail wagoift, 

h use by the Engineer Department^ Central Railroad^ OcL 1, 1841. 
4 transits, 

6 levels, one of them incomplete and unfit for use, 
6 leveling rods, 

2 compasses, 
8 flag staffs, 

3 chains, 
2 axes, 

2 hatchets, ' 

4 measuring tapes, 

3 tin map cases, 

1 box stove and pipe, 
^ drawing taUes, 
1 drawing board, 
6 chairs, 

1 writing desk, 

2 paper cases, 
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1 wooden pail, 

2 inkstands, , 

2 sand boxes, ^ 

1 box drawing instrumentSi (incomplete,) 

1 ivory scale, 
8 rules, 

4 triangles. 
In addition to the above, there are two pile drivers belonging to 
the road. One of them is at the Wayne station, the other at Mich- 
igan Centre. 

In use hy Engineer Department^ Clinian and Kalamaxoo Canal. 

2 leveling instruments, 
1 compass, 

1 surveyor's chain, 

2 flag staffs, 

3 measuring tapes, 
1 ax, 

1 hatchet, * 

2 field book cases, 
1 book chest, 

1 trunk, 

2 tables, 

2 inkstands, 
2 sand boxes, 

4 chairs, 

2 writing stools, 

4 rulers, 

1 stove, 

1 pair shovel and tongs, 

1 broom, 

1 pitcher, 

2 candlesticks, 

There is also on the line of this work, 500 barrels lime and 1,100 
perch stone. 

hi use by Engineer Departmentf Southern Railroad. 
6 levels. 
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StransitSy 

6 leveling rod% 

1 compass, 

1 large drawing table, 

1 small table, . 

4 measuring tapes, nearly worn out, 

2 surveyor's chains, 
1 box stove, 

8 dirt cars, > 

1 pile machine. 

On the Southern Railroad. 

2 locomotive engines, 
2 dirt or lumber cars, 

2 small cars for repairing, 

6 pair car thills, 

4 moveable seats for cars, 

1 set of car harness, 

1 lathe andnools, 

1 hand car, 

1 wheel barrow, 

2 dozen new files, 
60 pounds lead, 

1 quire sand paper, 

2 large oil cans, 

1 four gallon can, 

1 pair of steps, 
8 empty barrels, 
2,000 feet lumber, 

2 set blacksmith tools, 
1,600 pounds spring steel, 
100 bu^ls coal, 
20,000 spikes, 

1 writing desk, 

1 cistern, 

1 lot com and hay, 

iron and wood work of one transportation, 
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carin part, 

3 passenger cars, 

1 eight wheel wood rack, 

2 old freight cais, 

7 new do ^ 

2 bay horses, 

3 sets of tools for repairing road, 
1 grindstone, 

50 gallons oil, ^ 

20 yards canvass, 
6 M tacks, 

1 M brads, 

2 M screws, 

50 pounds nails, 
i barrel lard, 

2 diovels, 

10 pounds sacking, 
500 pounds iron, 

3 set new car springs, 
1 inch augur, 

1 stove and pipe, 
lot patterns, 

2 lamps, 

4 bed locks, 

In Office at Monroe. 

1 dozen chairs, 

2 walnut tables, 
1 writing desk, 

1 shovel, 

2 pair tongs, 

1 pair broken fire dogs, 
1 fire fender, 
1 water pot, 

3 candle sticks, 

1 stove and pipe, 
1 blank book, 
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1 rulert 

1 inkstand, 

1 wafer box, 

1 sand bozy 

1 seal stamp, • 

1 tin folder, 

li ream paper, 

1 lot way bills, 

i ream vouchers, 

i ream office paper, 

1 table, with drawers, 

1 accoont bookcase and stand, with drawers, 

1 set office books, 

1 set do left by late commissioner, 

1 set do used by late superintendent, 

Quilb. 

In hnfravemeni ofSL Joseph River > 

1 snag machme, 

2 yawl boats, one old and of little value, 
4 chains, of different length and size, 

8 pieces of rigging, 

9 poles with sockets, 

2 pair nippers for taking out rocks, 
1 pair large hooks, broken, 

1 pair of large nippers for taking out logs, 

2 X cut saws, 
1 frame, 

1 sledge, 

1 e3re bolt set| 

2 iron blocks and shives, 
6 axes, 

2 boat hooks, 

4 oars, 

1 grind stone, 

1 anchor, 

1 pair double blocks, 
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1 lot old irony 
1 cabin scow, 

1 cook stove and furniture^ 
3 jugs, 

2 stone jars, 
2 tin pails, 

1 wooden pail, 

2 oil cans, 

1 tub, « 

2 tin pans, 

1 coffee pot, 

2 dishes, 

11 bowls, ^ 
6 knives and forks, 

12 cups and saucers, 
12 spoons, 

1 coffee mill, 
10 bed ticks, 
10 pillow cases, 
20 blankets. 



[No. 7.] 

Annual report of the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion. 

OrncK or Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Ann Arbor^ Decemberj 1841. 

To the Legislature of the State of Michigan : 

In obedience to law, the superintendent of public instruction sub- 
mits his annual report, exhibiting the condition of the primary schools 
and of the university ; the condition of the public funds set apart for 
purposes of educatioi^ and such other matters relating to his office 
and the public schools, as it has been deemed proper to communicate. 

Condition of the Primary Schools, 

By reference to the documents accompanying this report, it will 
be seen that the. whole number of districts, integral and fractional. 
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is 2,B00. or these, 1,486, embraced in 380 townships, have report- 
ed 47,066 schokirs between the ages of 5 and 17, and 8,757 under 
5 and over 17, making an aggregate of 55,823. The whole num- 
ber reported at school is 51,254. The difference, then, is 4,569 — a 
, state of things, it is thought, in one view of it, at least, decidedly 
favorable to the cause of education in our state. It shows, however, 
only this — that all but about 4,500 of the-scholars, among whom the 
public moneys are appoilioned, have attended the public schools. It 
does not show how long they have attended — ^whether for one week, 
one month, or the whole period during which the school has been 
kept, it is feared that, in a subsequent part of this report, facts will 
leave upon roost minds, the inference that altogether too many of 
the fif\y-one thousand scholars, reported as 'attending school, pass 
most of their school hours at home. If the director were required 
to report as carefully as the teacher is to note «« the time of attend- 
ance of each and every scholar," the day when he enters the school, 
his absences and the day when he leaves, the real amount of attend- 
ance would be known. 

The average number of month's schools have been kept, in the 
twenty-eight counties reporting, is 4 4-7. The highest average in 
any one county, is 5i — the lowest 3}. By reference to the district 
returns, it appears that, while many schools have been kept up the 
whole year, most of them have been kept only three months — just 
long enough to secure an apportionment of the public money, but 
too short a time to effect much in the way of education. 

The amount of public money received in the districts, is 813,038 
68. The books of the office show that $13,289 32, were apportion- 
ed. The difference may be accounted for in the fact that some dis^ 
tricts did not apply for their portion because it was received in de^ 
predated funds. The amount apportioned in 1839, was 918,360 86. 
In 1838, it was $22,052 00. This diminution of the school fund is 
owing to causes which will be explained hereafter. At present, it is 
mentioned to remind those who chiefly rely upon that fund as the 
means of supporting their schools, that it is, and will be for some 
years, a doubtful reed to lean upon. The true policy, eSter all, will 
be that which our citizens have partially adopted, but which must be 
more generally carried out than it has yet been, to accomplish the 

Vol. II. 31 
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great object it has m^iew — ^the policy of reljring mainly upon tbei^ 
own available resources to advance the cause of popular educatioii^ 
The amount of public money distributed the past year, funiiahed 
each scholar only about thirty^even cents, while the $54,640 II9 
raised by taxation and otherwise in the districts, would, if idl paid 
to teachers, have' furnished about one dollar anA ten cents for each 
scholar — enough to begin a good common school system, but, as wiB 
be shown, inadequate to sustain one with efficiency. 

By the table, the number of scholars attending private schools, is 
2,807. This is probably below the fact The county of Washte- 
naw, for instance, returns only 169 ; when it is within every one'iEr 
knowledge in this vicinity that the villages of Ann Arbor alone edu- 
cate that number at least in their private schools. Yet this town re*' 
turns just twenty-three scholars as the number attendihg such schools; 
This county and town are referred to, because of the opportunity 
given to ascertain how nearly the returns agree with the facts. If 
any thing like the same disproportion exists in the other counties^ it 
proves that the reporting officers, in this respect certainly, have beea 
inexplicably at fault Such neglect works great injustice to the peo- 
ple ; for, if it should appear that of the 4,669 scholars of the legal 
age, reported as not attending common schools, nearly all had in fhet 
attended private schools, the imputation of indifference to the educa- 
tion of their children would not rest, as it does now, upon very many 
exemplary parents. 

Other returns, upon this branch of the statistics required by law, 
seem to be equally doubtful and some of them self-amtradictory. It 
is the duty of the director to report " the number of scholaii wha 
have attended private schools during the year within his district, spe- 
cifying the number between the ages of 6 and 17 inclusive, and the 
number residing within and the number out of the district, as near 
as the same can be ascertained." Some of the returns show a great- 
er number residing within the district than has actually attended thie 
schools. The blanks transmitted to the several directors were strictlly 
according to law. It is suggested, as one mode of obviating the evil, 
that hereafter directors be required to report under oath. This will 
be likely to insure greater fidelity in matters of detail and prevent 
the recurrence of a practice, (supposed to have prevailed in some 
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AstrictSi) reprehensible in the extreme and unjust towards other dis- 
tricts, of reporting more scholars of legal age than are to be found 
IB the districty for the purpose of augmenting its apportionment of 
the public funds. 

According to the law of last winter, blank forms were sent to the 
several districts^ requiring returns of the statistics therein directed. 
All that have been received will be found in the table under their 
respective heads. These returns are undoubtedly defective, owing, 
perhaps, to a mbapprehension of what the law intended. It is due 
to some district officers, to say, that the blanks, although generally 
transmitted to the county clerks in abundant season, did not reach 
their destination soon enough to be used. Such information, as the 
hm of last winter requires, is valuable. It is exceedingly import 
tant, for instance, to know how many French, German and other 
children we have in the state, who cannot speak the English lan- 
guage, and the means and inducements they find to influence them 
in the abandonment, for all practical purposes, of their vernacular 
tongue ; for it is the undoubted policy of every state in the Union, 
90 to frame its system qf public instruction, as not only to educate 
its own native born children, but to Amerieanizej both in intellect 
and feeling, every child of a foreign stock that, in the providence of 
God, is brought to its shores, to become a part of its society. No 
encouragement should be given to parents, constituting portions of 
our republic under such circumstances, and, though many of them 
adopted, yet, like ourselvs, American citizens, to educate their off- 
spring through any other medium than the common language ; but, 
on the contrary, all ccmceivable inducements should be held out for 
them to keep their children at the public schools, where they may 
learn to think in that language, and, by a frequent intercourse with 
their young fellow citizens, forget, not the land of their nativity, 
but the necessity of their mother tongue, as a medium of communi- 
cation between man .and man, in a country which they have adopted 
for life, and whose institutions they wish to leave safely in the hands 
of their posterity. It is really a gratifying fact that wiiile, as the 
ntums diow, only 88 attended schools using other books than the 
Bngliab, nearly 2,000 have attended the district schools. It is thought 
that returns of this branch of statistics may the next year be facili- 
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appreciated — the facts sought to be elicited were furftished with h 
promptitude and good will that speaks volumes in the way of encour* 
agement to future efibrts of the kind-^suggestions were made with a 
frankness becoming the dispenser and recipient of common schod 
education — and pledges of co-operation were so given as amply to 
compensate for any amount of labor that a sense of publjc duty may 
impose upon this department. 

In view of what is already accomplished, it is suggested that the 
law be so amended as to exempt the board of inspectors from the -duty 
of transmitting to the county clerk all the particulars set forth in 
the reports of directors. The tabular statistics ought perhaps, as 
now, to be recorded where every citizen of the county can have 
speedy access to them ; but such other details, equally important to a 
right appreciation of the system, ta may be called for from year to 
year, might be sent directly from the inspectors to this office*-4hu8 
aaving the formality, labor and expense of recording duplicates of 
eadh district report Let the inspectors condense and systematize 
the returns made to them and prepare a detailed statement of the 
condition, prospects and wants of their schools for the use of the 
superintendent, adding of course their own views and suggestions 
at length. It is evident, that if the inspectors of every town 
would take pains to acquaint, themselves with the local operation 
of our school system, its defects and obvious improvements, the 
degree of interest manifested by parents on the subject of educa- 
tion, this qualifications of teachers, the character of their schools, the 
modes of instruction and the discipline, the location and construction 
of school houses, and various other details absolutely indispensible to 
a thorough comprehension of our whole plan of public instruction, 
and communicate their knowledge and experience in the form of an 
annual report, educational legislation would cease to be guessworic, 
and our school laws, instead of being, as one director reports, a puz^ 
zie too perplexing for the wits of a Philadelphia lawyer to work out, 
and, as another expresses it, like double-geared machinery, costing 
more to work it than it comes to, would be to ordinary minds as in* 
leHigible as the simplest every day rules of conmion life. 

It has been impossible to condense the facts thrown together in the 
Bumeroua reports from districts, so as to lay them systematically be-^ 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 241 

fore the legislature^ inasmuch as most of them did not reach this 
office until the latter part of November. This, however, is not ne- 
ceosiry. The object in calling for them will be attained by arran- 
giog them substantially under one of the following heads: 

Parents and teachers. 

Puties of injectors. 

Teachers — male and female. 

Government of the schooL 

Character of instruction. 

Uniformity of school books. 

School houses. 
. Libraries. 

Workings of the system. 

1. Pahents and Teachers. — While the reports show that in 
many districts sufficient interest is manifested by parents to keep the 
schools in vigor, they also demonstrate, in language not to be mis- 
understood, the general indifference which prevails on thii? subject 
in other districts. Parents obnoxious to this charge, are divisible 
into three classes. The first class, by far the most culpable, but 
fortunately the least numerous, exhibits an utter disregard for edu* 
cation in any of its forms, and under all circumstances Were it 
not for a deep rooted conviction that nature is right in her various 
but harmonious creations, one might almost suppose that she had im- 
pressed upon the minds of such parents an innate loathing for any 
thing that tended towards the intellectual and moral culture of their 
ofispring. Approach them upon the subject ; attempt to reason with 
them touching the generally acknowledged duties of parents ; strive 
to plead before them in behalf of the responsible beings whom they 
have brought into the world, to bless or curse it by a life of virtue 
or vice ; and they will turn from you with as convulsive a shudder 
as that which agonizes the victim of hydrophobia, at the sight of the 
purest element in nature. Such parents have few feelings in.oom- 
mon with others ; they sympathise only with themselves. The at* 
tribute of affection for their children cannot, perhaps, be denied 
them ; but in many oases it is an affection based upon calculations 
of dollars and cents, and not the result of those apcmtaneous, ever 
?pringipg, ever expanding impulses which prompt us to seek the 
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greatest attainable good for those providentially placed in our power« 
Talk to them of common schools as the nurseries of virtue and hap- 
piness, and they will point you to the peopled forests of the Rocky 
Mountains as the abodes of liberty and greatness unfettered by edu« 
cation. Ask them to grant you the poor privilege of giving their 
children instruction^ and they will at once begin to estimate the 
effect upon their pockets. As a last resort, try their consciencies, 
and assure them, in tones capable of melting an ordinary heart, that 
the eternal felicity of their children depends, to a vast extent, upon 
their moral training here, and they will exhibit an infatuation which 
can only be accounted for on the supposition that in them all the 
dictates of conscience have been silenced. It cannot be that this is 
an overdrawn picture of the mental and moral obliquity of some 
parents. To the honor of our state, they are rare in Michigan. 
Utter indifference to the great interests of education is not sufficiently 
general to be deemed a characteristic of the people of this, as it is 
of some other states and countries; but oven here, in the heart of 
our own cherished community, its existence is too palpable to be 
overlooked — its foot prints are too clearly traceable all through our 
districts, not to excite the honest fears of every friend of education. 
We cannot expect to eradicate the evil at once. Much will be gain- 
ed, if its active influence can be so far paralyzed a^ to leave the 
children most immediately within the circle of its operations, free to 
attend school. 

Parents of the second class profess great regard for education, 
contribute with some liberality to the means of upholding it, send 
their children to school, and perhaps betray little curiosity to know 
how things progress, but never visit the school. It is known, that 
oftentimes, parents cannot visit the school. A combination of un- 
toward circumstances keeps them at home. But such, it ils believed, 
is not generally the case. Hardly a week elapses that does not fur- 
siBh good opportunities for the exercise of this duty. Even if but a 
single hour during the term can be stolen from other cares, that 
hour should be passed in school. Nothing but absolute necessity 
should at this day be admitted as an excuse for the non-performance 
of BO obvious a duty. Some parents imagine that, when they get 
their children fairly in school, they have nothing more to do. This 
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B a fatal error, and one that, if persifited in, must produce incalcu- 
lable evil. Test the principle of tion^iUerfereneef as it is frequently 
called, in the ordinary affairs of life. Who, that employs a carpen- 
ter to build him a house, thinks of keeping away until the house is 
completed ? It is not enough that we have furnished the plan, given 
fall directions and obligated ourselves to pay the stipulated sum when 
the contract is performed ; we like to keep an eye upon the building 
as it goes up, and be on hand from time to time to see that certain 
little details, not specified in the contract are attended to, so that, 
when settlement day comes round, no misunderstandings may occur. 
It is a very common remark, that among carpenters and masons, 
disputes and litigations seldom occur where the employer has occa- 
sionally been present to watch the progress of his building. > Where 
is the mother that would commit her sick child to the care of a phy- 
sician, and then say that nothing more on her part was to be done, 
except to wait, with all becoming patience, the gradual development 
and final termination, by death or convalescence, of the disease ? 
Would not the agitations of her maternal bosom, caused by alternate 
hopes and fears, keep her at the bed side of that child, night and 
day, ministering like an angel of love to a thousand little wants 
which medical skill could not reach I Why should the school room 
be deemed of less consequence than the new dwelling house ? Why 
should the carpenter's daily task elicit a more scrutinizing supervi- 
sion than the vastly more responsible and difficult one of the teacher I 
Why should the intellectual and moral welfare of the child be less 
an object of paternal anxiety than its physical condition ? When 
these questions shall have been satisfactorily answered, it will be 
time for parente to excuse themselves from the fulfillment of an ob- 
ligation so urgent as that of an occasional visit to the school room. 
- In urging this duty upon parents, it is not intended that they should 
interfere, directly or indirectly, with the legitimate duties of the 
teacher. The sphere of influence appropriated to each, is broad 
enough to avoid that necessity. Nor will the teacher, if qualified 
for his calling, consider parental visits an encroachment upon his 
premises ; on the contrary, he will hail them as omens of coming 
fl0od to his school — ^he will greet them as the sailor greets first 
glimpses of the haven wherein his heretofore tensest-beaten vessel 
Vol. 11. 32 
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may ride in safety. For, it is a fact susceptible of demonstration, 
that schools have always flourished most where parental visitation 
has been most encouraged. The good effects of this custom upon 
parent, teacher and scholar, are astounding to those who witness 
them for the first time. Disputes in old districts, which have been 
transmitted like heir-looms, from board to board, for two, three or 
more years, are at once settled. Imputations of each other's mo- 
tives, which perhaps have been reciprocated for months between pa- 
rents and teacher through the medium of the child, cease to agitate 
the domestic circle and the school room. What before was all chur- 
lishness in the school master, and sullen indifference or suspici<Mi in 
the parent, has undergone the transforming influences of friendly 
visitation, and come out the opposite in act and feeling. Let thia 
interchange of kind and generous sentiment once begin to scatter its 
blessings through a district, and <*all goes merry as a marriage bell." 
The teacher feels the advantage of his new relation to the parent in 
the moral certainty of having his co-operation at home. The parent 
feels that his child is in safe hands, and begins for the first time to 
estimate the benefits of a common school. The child witnesses the 
great change that has come over his parent and teacher, and shows 
in a variety of ways that he can appreciate the fact A general 
good feeling pervades the district. Families vie with one another in 
efforts to advance the character of the school. The system begins 
to work. 

A careful observation of the workings of any school system, it 
matters not where that system is in operation, or whatever may be 
its peculiarities, will convince the most sceptical that, aAer all, its 
success depends mainly upon the conduct of the parents. You may 
frame' a system as perfect in all its details as the most enlightened 
human wisdom can make it : you may select the very best individu- 
als in the community to execute its multifarious provisions : you may 
assign to every school, teachers of the highest qualifications : you 
may even summon to their aid the appliances of an inexhaustable 
fund; yet the mere apathy of parents may preclude all possibillity of 
any really benign results. It is right — ^nay, it is a duty to speak freely 
and unqualifiedly on this particular subject ; for the reports, which 
have come from districts in nearly every county in the atatey abeo- 
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lately prove that parental indiference is the most common source of 
discouragement to both teacher and scholar. Account for it on what 
principle you may, laud or deprecate the emotion as you will, there 
is a gratification in every bosom, and especially in the unsophistica- 
ted bosom of youth, in knowing that others sympathise with us in our 
efforts at intellectual improvement. The child feels it in anticipa- 
tion, throughout the progress of his daily studies, and goes home with 
a buoyant heart to its fruition. Check the emotion as it begins to 
show itself in the bounding step, the lighted brow, the almost irre- 
pressible burst of joy, and you turn back this ** genial current of the 
soul," and perhaps freeze it forever ; but meet the feeling half way ; 
reciprocate every little indication of self-satisfaction that comes from 
the child ; show by your own happy countenance that you appreci- 
ate the efforts made, and the child's heart leaps again to its tasks with 
the elasticity of innocence and happiness. It returns to the school 
room and there creates new sympathies and shares new ecsta- 
cies in the delight its teacher feels in this recognition of parental 
watchfulness. He resumes his labors with a light spirit He feels 
that he is not forgotten, but that the parent, who can thus stimulate 
the child's exertions, must of course duly estimate his own. 

Parents then should be called upon by every tie that binds them to 
their families ; by every link that connects them with the society in 
which they move for good or evil ; by every principle of patriotism 
which prompts them to cling with unwavering fidelity to their coun- 
try's institutions ; by the spirit of Christianity that seeks to enlighten 
and purify and exalt and thus educate the entire world, to cherish 
their common schools as a birthright which it is criminal to sell, and 
which can only be parted with at the imminent peril of domestic fe- 
licity, of social exaltation, of national glory and of moral perfection. 

The third class of parents is found in most districts. They really take 
an active part in advancing the cause of education. They keep their 
children punctually at school. They even visit the school occasionally. 
But they do not regard the teacher's position. They do not attach 
to his calling that degree of importance which belongs to it They 
deem it an avocation of necessity^ and therefore one of servility. Its 
dignity as a profession, they do not recognize. While the mere 
sptritual teacher is treated with the high respect due to hit holy office. 
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and the village attorney, the physician, the merchant, the mechaniCf 
the farmer, with all those nameless acts of ciyility which common 
politeness and common sense require between neighbors, the school 
master is looked upon, in too many instances, with disdain and con- 
tempt He Is seldom taken by the hand in the friendly grasp of 
equality, seldom permitted to participate in the social intercourse of 
his district, seldom visited in school with any other feeling than mere* . 
ly to see that the amount of labor exacted is accomplished, and never 
at his boarding house, where his heart, b^ unburthening itself of its 
long pent up griefs, might find the sympathies so essential to its 
assuagement In the street, his presence only evokes ideas associa* 
ted with ferrules, raw-hides and other instruments of torture for un* 
ruly boys, his mode of government as master and not of discipline as 
teacher being uppermost in the mind. In short, the parents referred 
to, regard the school teacher as a mere servant, hired to do a job that 
no body else can do, and fit for nothing else, morally, intellectually 
or socially ; and when the two or three months for which he was 
emplc^ed expires, he is at liberty to ^^quif' as soon as he please. 

The effect of such false, unjust, abominable, semi-barbarons no* 
tions, upon the district school', can hardly be estimated. Children 
imitate parents in habits of thinking, modes of expression and actions; 
and the age of puberty will hardly have been passed under such influ* 
ences wouthout bearing along with it the vicious consequences of 
such example. The child begins to be supercilious in school, and 
soon his contempt for the school master ripens into a contempt for 
his authority, and then breaks out into open disobedience. Other 
children follow the lead thus given ; the standard of rebellion is bold- 
ly raised, the master is dethroned, and the school, sustained in its 
lawless acts by this very class of parents whose own example has oo 
casioned the trouble, is for the time triumphant and the district in 
a state of disorganization. It is not presumed that extreme cases of 
the kind are very common in our districts. Yet they are only legiti- 
mate results of that contemptuous feeling towards the school master 
which too many parents even in this state exhibit habitually beforo 
their children. It is time that another policy prevailed. 

2. DuTiss or Inbpxgtqbs. — ^Thareports under this head embrace 
three sets of duties—- visitation, examination of teachers and scholars, 
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and floggestions to teachers. The questiixis in the circular were in- 
tended to elicit full information on each of these divisions. That 
point, to a certain extent, has been gained. As a general thing, in- 
spectors do not visit the school ; or if they do, only once or twice a 
year, and then seldom examine the scholars or make any suggestions 
to the teacher. In some districts, they have not been near the school 
during the past year. There are, however, many gratifying excep- 
tions ; and it is an important fact, one that delinquent officers cannot 
dwell upon too thoughtfully, that whenever these official visitations 
have been frequent and the examination of both pupil and teacher 
thorough, the schools have sustained a better character than where 
no such visitations and examinations have taken place. It is true, 
feithful officers sometimes meet with virulent opposition in their lau* 
dable efforts, and sometimes personal animosity haunts them in their 
retirement ; but mere opposition and mere abuse should drive no pub- 
lic servant from duty. 

A brief sketch of the legal and moral responsibilities of school 
inspectors may not be out of place. It is their legal duty to divide 
the town into districts, to apportion the public money, make out and 
transmit to the county clerk all the statistical information furnished 
by the several districts, and, most important of all, examine candi- 
dates for teaching *' in regard to moral character, learning and abili- 
ty." They have, then, high and responsible duties resting upon 
them. In the eyes of tiie law, they are the guardians of our com- 
mon schools and ought therefore to be selected with great discrimi- 
nation. Themselves the judges of what constitutes qualification for 
teaching, their own moral character should be stainless, their own 
learning adequate to the task imposed, their own ability undoubted 
Otherwise, they cannot duly estimate such sterling qualities in those 
they examine. They must possess, too, great fiimness of purpose-— 
a moral courage that will shrink from the performance of no duty, 
whether in the exact line of their own predilections or not, which is 
demanded by the educational interests of the town. If a candidate 
for teaching come before them, they have no right to recognize him 
in any other capacity for the time than as a candidate, and the only 
questions they are bound to answer satisfactorily to themselves, are 
sach as regard his moral character, learning and ability. If his ha*- 
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bits are bad, he should be rejected at once ; for the pure heart of 
youth should not be exposed to the contagion of evil communication 
or vicious example. Any known vice should be deemed a disqualifi- 
cation. If the candidate be intemperate, sooner keep children in 
ignorance for a while than subject them to so pestilential an influ- 
ence. An attendant upon grog shops, or even a dram drinker at 
home, may do to train brutes, but never, never can he educate the 
human soul. Here, then, is a broad field for the discerning and se- 
verely scrutinizing mind of the inspector. Immorality, in any or 
all of its protean shapes, however specious may be its semblances of 
virtue, merits no quarter. It should be cut off at once from all hopes 
of success.' With the religious views of the candidate, the inspec- 
tor has no legal or other right to meddle. He may place high his 
standard of morals ; practical virtue should be one test of fitness ; 
but the teacher's creed^ or the embodyment of his faith upon paper or 
within the deep recesses of his soul, is something with which only 
Divine wisdom can deal. The question is not, whether he is a Pro- 
testant or a Catholic, a Trinitarian or Unitarian, a Perfectionist, 
Latter Day Saint, Mormon or Transcendentalist ; but whether he 
has such an unblemished moral character as will enable him to im- 
part healthful principles to his scholars and be to them a living ex- 
ample of all that is beautiful and good. 

As to the kind and degree of learning required by law, much is 
lef\ to the examiner's sound discretion. Generally, the circumstan- 
ces of the school, over which the teacher is to be placed, must go- 
vern. College learning, certainly, is not contemplated ; for that is 
hardly wanted in common schools. If sought by any, the university 
is expected to give it Nor are the higher branches of academic 
learning essential, particularly in the present condition of our 
schools. An elementary school, where the rudiments of an English 
education only are taught, such as reading, spelling, writing and the 
outlines barely of geography, arithmetic and grammar, requires a 
female of practical common sense, with amiable and winning man- 
ners, a patient spirit, and a tolerable knowledge of the springs of 
human action. A female thus qualified, carrying with her into the 
school room the gentle influences of her sex, will do more to incul- 
cate right morals and prepare the youthful intellect for the severer 
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discipline of its after years, than the most accomplished and learned 
male teacher. The heathen notion, that females have no souls, was 
exploded with the occasions that gave it hirth among the wrangling 
schoolmen of antiquity. It is now generally admitted that they not 
only have souls, hut souls capable of a high order of intellectual de- 
velopment ; while, in the matter of heart and all those holier em(>- 
tions which give to humanity its crowning glory, they leave the 
«* lords of creation" far in the rear. In most of our common schools, 
the ages of the scholars require female teachers ; and the reports 
show that the summer and some of the winter schools are l^ept by 
them. But the inspectors cannot scrutinize their qualifications too 
nicely. An unqualified female is less to be tolerated than an un- 
qualified male teacher, because her influence, if wrongly directed, 
is by far the most dangerous. 

But we have schools in which children of larger growth seek to 
perfect the education which in boyhood was only begun. And as 
the state increases in population, and the necessities of a pioneer ex- 
istence give way to the intellectual wants which stated periods of 
leisure are sure to create, we shall find such schools rapidly spring- 
ing up. Then comes the test of an inspectors fitness for duty. Then 
comes the time when the common school begins to assume that high 
and noble and respected station which is due to it Then comes the 
necessity of employing teachers who can supply the mental and 
moral aliment demanded of them, and thus impel the school onward 
to the attainment of its purposes among the people. 

The ability required, undoubtedly means the 'power to teach. The 
inspectors must be satisfied, not only that the candidate has a good 
moral character and sufficient learning, but that he is versed in the 
art of teaching. This is all important, and it is dwelt upon for a 
moment flbcause some districts, in their reports, have suggested such 
an amendment of the law as would enumerate more specifically the 
qualifications of teachers. But it is believed that, if the term ability 
he defined as above, no amendment can be necessary. The annals 
of school keeping every where, show that the purest minds and pro- 
foundest scholars do not, always, nor indeed of\en, understand the 
an of teaching. If Horace had given the world as rich a practical 
treatise on this most difficult of all arts, as he has on the art in which 
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he himself excelled, many a rejected pedagogue of modern times 
would have blessed him. 

In some foreign countries — Holland, Prussia and others — the art 
of teaching is taught like any other art ; and such has been the con- 
viction of its necessity in Mas^chusetts, that no less than three Nor^ 
mal schools, or schools for educating teachers, have been established. 
The two great objects of those schools, say the board of education, 
in their annual report of 1839, are, first, to impart to the pupils a 
more correct and thorough knowledge of the various branches re- 
quired to be taught in the schools ; an(^ second, to teach the princi- 
ples of communicating instruction, both in theory and in practice, at 
a model school connected with the main institution. 

If, then, the ability to teach constitutes a qualification, the legai 
duty of an inspector is not exhausted by one examination, especially 
if that examination be made before the teacher has opened his school. 
On such an examination, the power to teach, or faculty of commu- 
nicating instruction, cannot be tested. It is only by following the 
candidate into the school ; and there watching the gradual or sudden 
developments of his disposition, his modes of teaching, and the man- 
ner in which he disciplines his scholars and otherwise governs his 
school, that the demands of the law can be met We all know how 
easy it is to betleceived in these matters, A candidate may pass a 
good examination, and theoretically be pronounced qualified ; yet in 
the school room exhibit anything but the traits of a school master. 
His plan of operations may be as eccentric as that which, to insure 
punctuality, compelled every tardy urchin to walk a mile with a 
fool's cap drawn over his head, and one of the punctual scholars to 
follow at some distance to see that the deb'nquent did not steal an 
occasional impunity by tearing off the cap and putting it in his pock- 
et ; which, to discipline the intellect, awarded a prize to tlRit boy or 
girl who, at the end of the quarter and on examination day, should 
recite with the greatest rapidity, giving each word precisely as print- 
ed, all the rules in Adam's arithmetic, all those in Murray's gram- 
mar, and the Assembly's catechism from beginning to end; and 
which, by way of punishment for the minor faults of each hour, for- 
ced the luckless sinner to stand upon one foot, with the huge quarto 
bible at arm's length in one band and a pitcher of water in theother. 
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inrhile a second law-breaker was stationed hard by, brandishing a 
rattan, that neither burthen might be dropped or the balance lost. 
It is not positively asserted that such a teacher can be found in Mich- 
igan, but simply this, that precisely that way of *' teaching the young 
idea how to shoot," might not be inconsistent with a faultless exami- 
nation ctU of the school. No inspector, then, should deem his legai 
duty ended with one examination. Having placed the candidate in 
school, he should keep his eye upon him ; and if praeHcdlly that 
candidate belies the certificate he has received, the law says such 
certificate may be annulled. 

Formerly, the law made it the duty of inspectors to visit, at least 
twice a year, all such schools'in their townships as should be organ- 
ized according to its provisions, to inquire into their condition, ex- 
amine the schools, and give such advice to both teachers and schol- 
ars as they should deem proper. That law has been repealed, and, 
singular as it may appear, no similar requisition has since found its 
way into the statute book. The reason of the repeal is unknown. 
It is thought that the omission of so essential a provision, one bear* 
ing with such direct force upon the interests of the common school, 
roust have been an oversight ki the legislature. It is hardly possi- 
ble that the only guaranty furnished by law for the proper examina* 
tion of schools, should designedly have been abrogated. The result 
is apparent in the district reports. Not being absolutely required to 
visit schools, the inspectors stay away from them, leaving the schol* 
ars to do as they please, and the teachers to plod al^ng without 
counsel or sympathy. Yet, notwithstanding the law is silent, many 
conscientious inspectors have continued to visit the schools. And it 
is hoped that the moral obligation so to do, will be more generally 
felt than it has been during the past year. 

While on this subject, it is respectfully suggested whether that 
part of our system which imposes upon inspectors the duty of ex- 
amining teachers, be not susceptible of improvement. Within the 
past year, the state of New York has adopted a plan of superinten- 
dence for her thousands of common schools, which commends itself 
to our attentive consideration. It is the appointment for each coun* 
ty, of a deputy superintendent, wljbse duties of supervision shall be 
co-extensive with the schools of his circuit To his care are com* 

Vol. IL 33 
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mitted the educational interests of the county. He examines all tb^ 
teachers, visits all the schools, collects all the statistics, sees that 
the laws are efficiently executed, ascertains their defects, and sag^ 
gests improvements and otherwise promotes sound education.—* 
The stiggestion that something of the kind, either a deputy super- 
intendent or a county board of examiners, would conduce to the vigor 
of our own system, is made with a conviction that the town board of 
inspectors, as at present constituted, cannot be expected to fulfill the 
purposes of their appointment. In the first place, the office of in- 
specter is too intimately connected with party eontenaions to be ex- 
clusively in the interest of schools. It is not known that tnere politi-* 
cal considerations have infiuenced the conduct of a single board in 
the state ; hor is any thing of the kind intimated On the contrary, 
it is cause of rejoicing that, so far as the requirements of the law have 
been obeyed, neither the fbar or favor of this or that party has been 
permitted to turn the officers from the strict line of duty* The fear 
is not so much, that the officer, when chosen and duly qualified, wilt 
play the partisan, as that the too common plea of WDCtilaMUty will 
operate as potently in this as in other elections, and secure the nomi- 
nation of an individual better calculated to rvn than to serve. If each 
party would select its best men for inspectws, men qualified in alt 
respects for the responsible position, without esfecial reference to 
their pofularitfi the interests of our schools, whichever party suo*" 
ceeded, would be abundantly safe. In the present state of pcurtiet^ 
however, such ti contingency is hardly within the range of proba* 
bility. 

Again, it is thought that economy favors the st^gestion. As the 
law now is, each inspector is entitled to one dollar for each and eve- 
ry day's service. If he does all that is required of him faitl^gttjf^ 
hot to mention the incidental duties that a conscientious regard for 
the character of our public schools will constantly suggest, the aggre» 
gate of his per diem compensation at the end of the year will be no 
trifing sum. No means exist in this office by which to ascertain that 
sum. But take the simple duty of examining teachers, and the county 
of Washtenaw as convenient for illustration. Here are twenty towns, 
each with three inspector^. Of tiie 215 districts, whole or fraetiotiaU 
157 have reported tiiat schools in each have been kept during the 
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f ft^ year by qualified teachers. To be qualified, the teacher must 
have a certificate ; to get a certificate, he must be exadiined, not by 
one, not by a majority, but by all of the inspectors. How jnuch time 
is requisite to examine the teachers of 157 schools I Suppose, mere- 
ly for illustration, that these teachers are distributed equally among 
the towns. This will give nearly eight for each town. In the coun- 
ty, where inspectors live miles apart, it is no easy thhig to get the 
board together. If, when once in session, the eight could be exam- 
ined, perhfq)s two hours would be time enough assigned to each. But 
.candidates for teaching in new places do not all come along at once. 
It is within bounds then to assign half a day for each examination. 
Then four days for each inspector will be required to go over the 
list, or twelve days for all, making as many dollars. Twelve dollars 
for each make $240 for the county ; and this too on the supposition 
that no otheTf or subsequent examination, takes place. Add the other 
legal duties of an inspector that might be transferred to the county 
board or deputy superintendent, and the sum given alone for the per- 
formance of but one of those duties might easily.be tripled, if not 
quadrupled. Should the suggestion thus thrown out be deemed im- 
portant, it would then become a question, by whom the new officer 
or officers ought to be appointed, how paid, and how much. By tl\e 
New York law, the board of supervisors are required to appoint the 
deputy superintendent. He holds his office two years, subject to r^ 
moval by the board for causes stated. He receives two dollars for 
each day necessarily spent in the discharge of his duties, but the 
whole amount in any one year is not to exceed five hundred dollars. 
One half is paid by the county, the other half out of the school fund. 

Such is the New York plan. It is worthy of the '^empire state." 
It is for the legislature to say whether Michigan will do well to adopt 
a similar plan or rely yet loi^r upon the present defective means 
of supervision. It is believed that the change suggested will insure 
greater efficiency in the execution of our school laws, better teachers, 
better schools, higher interest and more harinonious action among 
parents, and greater economy. 

8. Tkachsks, Male and Fsscalx. — To the interrpgatories touch- 
ii^ the sex, age, pay, j&c, of teachers, between two and three bun- 
dled districts replied. From these, it appears that while the ages of 
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male teachers range from 17 to 40, giving an average of 24 year^^ 
those of females range from 14 to 28, giving an average of 20 yearsl 
But few of the males make teaching a business. Among them ar6 
found represented nearly all the professional, agricultural and me- 
chanical interests. The inducements to teach are — a want of regtf- 
lar teachers in the district, no other employment, the wish to raise 
means for other pursuits, or, occasionally, the love of it as an hon<3^ ' 
rable and self-satisfying vocation. It is evident from this condition 
of things that the chances decidedly incline to the side of unqualifi- 
ed teachers. Now and then, perhaps often, a young man or a young 
woman may sustain the reputation of a good teacher ; but it is be- 
lieved that seven out of ten, who obtain a certificate, do not thenw 
selves feel really qualified for their task. The necessity imposed by 
law, of keeping up a school for at least three months to secure to 
the district an apportionment of the public funds, no less than the 
parental anxiety to have some kind of a school kept, very frequently 
and very naturally renders an examination of the candidate merely 
formal. Many act upon the principle that poor schools are better 
than none, and it is possible they act rightly. Yet it is hard to ad- 
mit that so terrible and humiliating an alternative has been forced 
upon the people of Michigan. It cannot be that we must eiUier go 
without schools or have schools that do more harm than good to the 
rising generation. One thing is certain ; nothing short of good 
schools will enable us to hold our legitimate station in the confede- 
racy — notliing short of good schools can prepare our children to be 
the capable guardians as well as rightful inheritors of our glorious 
institutions. 

One obstacle to good teaching, is its inadequate compensation. 
Replies to the circular show that the average pay of male teachers 
is about $15 61 per month, and of females $1 27 per week. In^ 
one instance, $30 were paid a male teacher ; but generally the price 
of teaching sinks down to $14, $12, $10, seldom goes as high as 
$20 ; while a female seldom gets more than $1 or $1 25. Now, 
what man can afford to qualify himself in the art of teachings for 
$15 a month ? What woman for $1 a week 1 The common school 
teacher b the most useful — the most indispensable functionary in the 
community ; and yet he is the worst paid for his labor. Why is this ? 
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The question is more easily asked than answered. Some reply, that 
the times are out of joint ; that the currency is destroyed ; that mo- 
ney cannot be had. These are stubborn facts. But giving full force 
to such reasons, it so happens that t)ie teacher fares no better in days 
of uninterrupted prosperity. While the price of every thing else 
.alternates with the alternations of the currency, the demand and 
supply, the facilities for trade and the hundred other circumstances 
of daily experience, the price of teaching stands fixed ; good, bad 
or indiffereiit, qualified or unqualified, the luckless teacher has no 
change '^come o'er the spirit of his dream." Some other reason 
than the common one of " hard times " must be assigned to give it 
plausibility. It cannot but be suspected, that the only true reason is 
to be found in the practical indifference generally felt on the subject 
of school teaching. If the school master is yet abroad and among 
us, it is feared he will have to work through his present pilgrimage 
like many other Christian heroes, and look only for his full reward 
hereafter. 

4. GovBRNMSNT ov THE ScROOL. — The roports show that the old 
fashioned mode of beating knowledge into the brain, is yet kept up 
to an alarming extent. The usual appliances are pinching, cufiiing, 
pulling hair and noses, throwing books and rulers at' the heads of un- 
ruly urchins, compelling them to stand until fatigued into submission, 
locking up in dark places to scare away the evil genius that posses- 
ses them, shaming and other varieties of torture. Nothing so truly 
indicates a teacher^s unfitness for duty, as a disposition to be thus 
tampering with a child's capabilities of physical suflfering ; nothing 
so completely unnerves the energies of his school as this invariable 
resort, on the most trifling occasions, to instruments of torture as 
the only means of enforcing his rules. That extreme cases may 
occur, where the infliction of such punishment is demanded, will not 
be denied ; hut, as a general thing, it is believed to be pregnant 
with evils of great magnitude and wholly unnecessary. The day 
for such barbarisms has gone by. The spirit of the age is that of 
moral suasion, and experience declares that it is right The more 
recent annals of popular education in the old states^ and even in the 
old despotisms of Europe, prove that the moet unteachable and most 
ungovernable schools can be tamed and managed by moral means. 



262 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

A man of becoming self-respect, a force of character that cannot bd 
trifled with, and stem moral as well as physical courage, will inspire 
not only respect for his authority, but a regard for the objects of in-* 
struction that shall render superfluous his rules of government In 
many places, bodily punishments are prohibited ; or, if tolerated, 
only as a last resort in desperate ca^es. Especially to be deprecated 
and condemned are all inflictions of blows upon the head. If, as 
mental philosophy and the anatomy of the brain demonstrate, the 
head contains the organs of the soul, and those organs are so deli"* 
cately made up of fibrous and nervous tissues that the least derange 
ment in them disturbs the mind's equilibrium, what amount of repix>- 
bation should be visited upon him who, by his recklessness of conse- 
quences, so far forgets what is due to the intellectual and moral ma- 
ture of man, as to risk its utter subversion merely to gratify the paa^ 
sion of a moment ! It is believed that when the science of mind is 
better understood, and its relations with material organs duly felt, the 
penal code of schools will be essentially modified. 

5. Character of the Instruction. — The questions on this head 
elicited various replies. In some districts, the mode and character 
of the instruction are unexceptionable. The great effort is, to make 
the scholar understand what he learns — ^to teach ideas and words, 
merely as their signs. But in too many of the schools, the charac- 
ter of the im»lruction is behind the age. In them, the mind is treated 
precisely as if memory were its only attribute, and not like a spirit 
ual existence, gifted with the highest powers of reason and adequate 
to a degree of expansion conceivable only by the Deity. The con- 
sequences of such fundamental error, are monstrous and appalling. 
If the memory be the only faculty worthy of regard, and the stan- 
dard of intellectual perfecticm be made to consist in the degree to 
which its exercise can be stimulated, we may as well cease to boast 
of the supremacy of mind over the instinct of the brute; for the 
latter can retort upon us the boast that he too has a memory that can 
be disciplined and made to approximate that same standard of per- 
fection. 

It is contended that education and ifutruetion^ tbou^ apparent 
ajrnoiiymes, have fundamental difibrences of meaning. To inabruct, 
is to heap up ; to build upon ; intellectually, to aid the mind in an- 
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cumulating certain given facts ; not to create ideas, but to transfer 
them. A mind, simply instructed, resembles the granary of a shiA- 
less fanner ; full of every variety that heart can wish, but all so 
jumbled together, that if sent to mill, it would be difficult to designate 
the grist by the name of any known species of meal or flour. Edu- 
cation means more than this. Its true office is to discipline the mind ; 
to call into action and unremitted exercise the affisctions of the heart ; 
and to develop and invigorate the physical powers. Of what use is 
the most gifled intellect, if the heart, which gives it direction, be 
wrong ? How much good would that intellect confer upon mankind, 
if its bodily frame-work were inadequate to sustain the tremendous 
pressure from within ? Education, like nature, has a taste for the 
beautiful, and consults proportion and harmony in all its operations^ 
Its first great principle, then, is so to proportion and harmonize the 
intellectual, physical and moral powers, as to make them co-operate 
equally towards the designed end. If you educate the mind and 
body, but neglect the heart, you may raise up a giant frame and a 
giant intellect, but you do it at the peril of all that's most holy and 
attractive in spiritualized human nature, and run the risk of elevating 
to a most dangerous position some moral monster, whose cohere of 
mischief shall only be limited by his aptitude for it Then again, if 
you educate only the mind and heart, you do the grossest injustice 
both to man and his creator ; because, by such an act, you virtually 
question the necessity of physical organization. From the moment 
you cease to regard the material covering of the soul as an object of 
your most delicate and unremitting care, you cease to cultivate, for 
any practical purposes, the intellectual and moral faculties. So, if 
you educate the heart and body, but leave the mind to grope its way 
unaiiied through the darkness of night, you strike from the human 
system the very source of man's greatness. You do all in your 
power to annihilate that sublime attribute of humanity which assimi- 
lates him to his creator, and makes him master of a power that eter^ 
nity alone^can fully develop. No system of popular education, which 
is not thus impartial in its bestowments, can meet the wants of the 
present age. 

The limits of a report will not permit a more ample notice of this 
most interesting feature in the condition of our schook ; although it 
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is one that cannot be too thoughtfully considered by every citizen of 
Michigan. It should be mentioned^ however, in this connection, that 
while a certain amount of religious instruction is encouraged in 
many schools, sectarianism finds no admission. This remark, it is 
believed, can be made without an exception ; at least, such is the 
tone of all the reports which have reached this office. The extreme 
sensitiveness on this point, as betrayed in the numerous replies to that 
part of the circular calling attention to it, argues a healthy state of 
public opinion, and ought to banish all fears, if such be entertained 
by a single individual in the state, that any one religious sect, even 
if disposed, could successfully carry out a system of proselytism 
through the medium of common schools.' Sectarianism never will 
infuse its poisonous virus into the great veins of our educational sys- 
tem, so long as the people hold their present views on the subject ; 
and the only fear is, that a natural dread of the poison will exclude 
much that is wholesome from the schools. One extreme is as pro- 
ductive of evil as the other. A school without moral instruction, 
lacks the essentials of a right education, as evidently as the school 
open to sectarianism exceeds them. No system can be perfect that 
is not based upon the great practical requisitions of Christianity — 
<« Do unto others as you would have others do unto you, and love thy 
neighbor as thyself 

6. Unipobmity of School Books. — The want of uniformity in 
the books used, is the buithen of complaint through all the reports* 
By reference to the list, the variety of books can be seen. Many of 
them are good, many indifferent, and many positively bad. Even 
if they were all good books, and either author could be recommen- 
ded, the endless variety of them would puzzle any teacher. The 
books used in one school not only differ from those used in another, 
but they differ throughout the same school. It not unfrequently hap- 
pens that Webster, Cobb, Town, Ssjiders and the American spelling 
book appear in a class of as many scholars ; while, on calling a 
class to read for the first time, one scholar produces his English rea- 
der, another the Rhetorical reader, a third the American preceptor, 
a fourth the First class book, and so on, all perhaps well enough in 
their way, but neither of them sufficiently common in the school to 
render classification possible. Just so with the grammars, arithme* 
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tics and geographys. Now, what should be done to remedy an evil 
tiniyersaUy admitted and inveighed against ? An act of March, 1839, 
required the superintendent to report a provision calculated to insure 
tmiformity of books and a regular supply to each district on econo- 
mical terms. In his annual report of that year, the superintendent 
gives the suggestion of a citizen of Calhoun county, as the best mode 
of doing this. The plan suggested, and indirectly sanctioned by the 
superintendent, made it the duty of that officer to purchase a supply 
of legally approved books and stationery, equal to the wants of 
schools and libraries, establish a general depository and distribute 
them, from time to time, among the organized counties — the treasu- 
rer of the county keeping its depository, and he appointing the keep- 
er of each town depository. In urging the adoption of some such 
plan, the superintendent says — " As it now is, the districts, in most 
^ases, are obliged to rely upon the merchants for a supply. This 
supply is often irregular — ^many of the books purchased are of the 
tnost inferior description — and frequently sold at high prices — some 
purchase one kind, some another, and this introduces confusion of 
tx)oks into many of our schools.'' Nothing, it is believed, was done 
by the legislature, and the evil then complained of has been on the 
increase ever since. The attention of the present legislature is ear- 
nestly called to the subject Should any thing be done, it is hoped 
that so responsible a duty will not be imposed upon any one indi- 
vidual, as it would be morally impossible for him to do justice to the 
various opinions throughout the state in regard to the character of 
primary school books. If a general uniformity cannot bo brought 
about, it is suggested whether the plan in some states, of authorizing 
the town committees, (or inspectors with us,) to prescribe the books 
to be used in their own limits, might not be adopted. Should deputy 
superintendents be created, a uniformity might be established through- 
<mt the county. Besides the reasons urged in the above extract, 
why something should be done to insure uniformity, is the very co- 
gent one, that now is the time to avoid tlH3 counteracting influence 
of book sellers combined to force their own publications upon schools, 
as is the case in some states, and will be here when the book trade 
becomes sufficiently ramified to make it an object. 

7. School Hoitses. — ^The questions on this head were intended to 
Vol. II. 34 
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draw out details enough to aid in the formation of a correct opinion 
OS to the location and construction of school houses. The object has 
not been attained. The replies are hardly full enough to be turned 
to account. Although in most of the returns, the size of the school 
house is given, yet, in the absence of other facts equally important, 
no judgment can be formed as to its accommodations. It is easy, 
however, to discover, that very many of the houses reported are no 
longer the log houses of a few years past, but good, substantial, com- 
fortable frame buildings. This indicates a disposition at least, to 
make the improvements of the school house keep pace with those of 
the dwelling house and barn. Another gratifying indication is the 
location of the school house upon elevated ground, away from marsh- 
es ; and the salubrity of the position is inferred from the general 
health of the scholars. On the whole, the reports show that the peo- 
ple are not altogether inattentive to this, ^^ the one thing needful," 
in our system of public instruction ; and to raise a hope that such 
details may be collected another year, on the subject of school hou- 
ses, as shall give the legislature ample materials to judge of their 
condition, and, if necessary, provide the means for their improve- 
ment. And here one word may be hazarded touching the duties of 
district officers in locating school houses. It has been said that one 
office of education was to develop and invigorate the physical pow- 
ers. Without this, all other discipline will fail of its end ; with it, 
human capability can hardly be limited. And this education of the 
body precedes that of the mind — commencing from earliest infancy. 
As a general rule, a ^und mind may be looked for in a sound body. 
Equally true is the converse of the proposition ; and, although giant 
intellects are sometimes found in frail and sickly bodies, they are 
like the pent up fires of a volcano, ever struggling, heaving, boiling 
up, until the crater itself, through which and over which they find 
vent, is melted and destroyed. Every circumstance, therefore, mo- 
ral, intellectual or physical, that goes to sustain health, should be 
regarded by those who have any thing to do with education. In this 
view, how great are the responsibilities of a district in respect to the 
location and construction of its school house! Paramount to all 
other considerations is this deemed in states wliere popular education 
is most prized. School houses, which, but a few years ago, were 
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thought to be perfect, are fast disappearing before the real models 
of perfection which a regard to bodily health and comfort has sug- 
gested. 

There are some facts in this connection too important to be omit- 
ted. The annual report, for 1838, of the secretary of the Massa- 
chusetts board of education, embodies the actual results, as obtained 
by a highly respectable physician during the previous summer, of 
bad internal arrangements and bad locations for school houses. The 
physician took pains to ascertain with exactness the relative amount 
of sickness suffered by the children, in a given period of time, in 
two annual schools, near each other, and consisting of about the 
same number, taken from families in a similar condition of life. No 
general physical causes distinguished the two schools from each other 
in regard to each other. One house, however, was dry and well 
ventilated ; the other damp and so situated as to render ventilation ' 
impracticable. In the former, during a period of forty-five days, 
five scholars were absent from sickness to the amount, in all, of 
twenty days ; while in the latter, during the same time and for the 
same cause, nineteen children were absent to an amount, in all, of 
one hundred and forty-five days — that is, almost four times the num- 
ber of children and more than seven times the amount of sickness. 
Such facts, although not so rigidly applicable to our own thinly set- 
tled districts as to the populous districts of the old states, ought yet 
to have their influence upon those who are to designate the sites for 
school houses and construct the buildings. It is a well known fact 
that, all over this western country, there are spots in which bilious 
diseases prevail almost constantly throughout the warm seasons, 
while there are others comparatively healthful ; and surely no one 
can doubt the humanity of so locating the school house as most efiec- 
tually to protect the scholar from the noxious influences of miasma. 
If we would educate healthy children, and consequently make valua- 
ble citizens, the school house, where much of their time is spent, 
should be built in a pure atmosphere, large enough to accommodate 
all comfortably, capable of being well ventilated, and so arranged 
within and without, as to make each scholar happy and not feel like 
a criminal under confinement 

S. LiBHAAiEs. — ^By reference to the table, it will be seen that only 
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$170 86, have been raised in the state for lilnraries. It farther ajk 
pears from the replies to the circular, that nothing as yet has been 
received, either from fines within the several counties for breaches 
of the penal laws, or from the equivalents for exemption from milir 
tary duty. Whether any fines have been collected, is only matter 
of conjecture. The county clerks generally make no report on the 
subject As all possible information, however, touching this branch 
of the library revenue is desirable, would it not be well to require 
county clerks, in their annual reports, to state the amount of fines 
imposed in their respective courts, and the amount collected, specify- 
ing the clear proceeds of such in the treasury 1 It is known that in 
one county at least, numerous fines have been paid, and such may 
have been the case in others. If so, the library fund is entitled ta 
the immediate benefit of them. 

The vast importance of judiciously selected libraries, as a means 
of perfecting, or rather of advancing towards perfection, common 
school education, is too universally admitted to render valid any ex- 
cuse, but that of stern necessity, for not introducing them into our 
districts. It is not proposed, at this time, to enlarge upon a theme 
so common and yet so prolific of new and interesting truths. Pub- 
lic attention has been repeatedly and earnestly called to it in the suc- 
cessive annual reports of the late superintendent. His report of last 
winter recommends the " Common school library," published by the 
Harpers, of New York, and the " School library," published by 
Marsh, Capen, Lyon and Webb, of Boston — ^both valuable works f 
the first of which, however, the present superintendent has not, 09 
yet, found an opportunity to examine critically, and which, conse- 
quently, he is not prepared to urge with the same degree of confi- 
dence in its merits with which he urges the latter. The << School 
library" has been the subject of his most careful and critical exami- 
nation ; and so deep were his convictions of its intrinsic value, and 
of the urgent necessity of its introduction at once, before less useful 
and less appropriate books find their way into the state, that, while 
in Boston during the fall, ho advised the enterprising publishers to 
send out at least fifty sets, so that the people might, if, on a view of 
them, they so inclined, have a chance to profit by them the present 
whiter. Mr. Jonathan Lamb, the author of an excellent little book 
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cmiitled <*The child's primer," and a school teacher by profession^ 
is the agent of the publishers, and is now engaged in making the 
library generally known in the state. One set has been left in this 
office for general inspection, and it is presumed that one will be pla- 
ced in the state library for the use of the legislature during their 
winter session. The superintendent deems it an act of justice to all 
concerned, to say, that he neither has, nor expects to have, the 
slightest pecuniary interest in the introduction of this or any other 
library ; but that he will consider it ample compensation for any la- 
bor bestowed, to know that the work is properly appreciated and 
adopted as a powerful auxiliary in the great and expanding cause of 
education. 

New York seems to have taken the lead of other states in dissemi- 
nating knowledge through the medium of district libraries. An act 
of 1838 appropriated 855,000 a year for this purpose, those towns 
only to share in it which raised an equal amount From the last an- 
nual report of the late secretary of state and superintendent of 
school?, it appears that on the 31st of December, 1840, there were 
over four hundred thousand volumes in the public libraries, and that 
about one hundred thousand dollars had been expended during that 
year for the purchase of books. Annexed is an important paragraph 
from Mr. Spencer's report : 

*' Tiic circulation of half a million of Taluable books among our fellow citizenfl, whboat 
charge and wkhout price, is a greater benefaction to our race than would be the coNection in 
any one place of ten times the number of Tolumes. And when we reflect that In Are year* 
tJiere wilt lie two uiillionB of such books in free and constant circulation omong those who 
most need them and who ore most unable to procure them ; whose minds wfll thus be diverted 
from frivolou.i and injurious occupations, and employed upon the production* of the learned 
and wii«e of all ages, wc iihall llnd ourselves unable to set bounds to the mighty influences thai 
wUl operate upon the moral arid intcUectual character of our slate." 

The secretary of the Connecticut board of commissioners, in his 
last annual report, recommends that $12,000, or twice that amount 
of the income of the school fund, be set apart as ** library money,'' 
to be drawn by towns or districts only on condition that a like amount 
be raised by tax or individual subscription. And he suggests the 
following plan of distribution : 

*' Should any appropriation be made, it is worthy of consideration whether it would not ha 
better to have the whole sum cxpen(ic<I in the purchase of a society library, and the books 
placed in ns many cases ns there are districts, each to pass iii succepslon tbronf^h them all, ta- 
stcad of buying im many district libraries as tliere are districts. By tlie lattrr course, there wiU, 
« almobt of nrecsjJiiy, l)c many books of llir Bumc kind in different districts, tlic range of selection 
in each dlotrkt will be iimiiod, and the iutcreei of uovetty be soon losL By the fonoeri oaclk 
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dtomet vfll ai any one dme have aocem to ea many bookaas under tbe otter plan, aAd fan OtB 
end to all the books la the several districts ; and the interest of the readers will be kept fraah 
by a constant supply of new authors. By local regulations, tbe cases conld be returned to thtf 
librarian of the society every six months for inspection as well as exchange, and thus the boaka 
be more likely to be preserved, and any damage or loss assessed to the proper district." 

9. Workings op the System. — In exhibiting the condition of our 
primary schools, it would be palpably unjust to the people, and es- 
pecially so to the school officers, both town and district, not to ex* 
hibit at the same time the workings of the S3rstem. Although a per- 
fect system will prove a nullity unless parents, officers and teachers 
do their duty, it is no less certain that the most vigorous, individual 
and combined efforts will be ineffectual to make a bad or imperfect 
system work well. To gain the requisite knowledge on this point, 
this question was asked of each director — << How does the school sys- 
tem work in your district f '* The replies, generally full, have fur- 
nished materials for the following considerations. 

In most of the districts, the system, as a whole, gives satisfaction. 
Tbe principle embodied in it — the education of all — elicits general 
admiration ; while its practical operation, seen and felt only in de- 
tails, develops faults of no ordinary magnitude. Frequent altera- 
tions in the law are deprecated, not because it is thought any system 
can become perfect without constant modifications, or even without 
great and sometimes organic changes ; but because it is morally im- 
possible, under existing circumstances, for districts and town officers 
to keep pace with such alterations. A law is hardly known in a 
district, before it is repealed or amended ; and it not unfrequently 
happens, that while the original law governs the official acts of one 
portion of a town and county, amendments to it, or even amend- 
ments to the amendments, regulate the conduct of another portion of 
the same town or county. Strange as it may appear to those not 
familiar with the reasons, some of the reports just received comply 
only with the requisitions of the revised statutes ; others with the 
law of 1840 ; otheis again with those of last session. One set of 
reports, for instance, following the old law, fails to return the num^ 
ber of scholars who have attended private schools during the year ; 
another set, keeping in view only the law of 1840, which repeals 
the chapter of the revised statutes on << primary schools,'' and all 
acts or parts of acts amendatory of said chapter or any portion there- 
of ^ while it returns the number of scholars at private schools, neg^ 
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lectfl to notice the requirements of last winter, touching the children 
of French and German citizens. Now, it is charitable to suppose 
that district officers, in the main, wish to do their duty, and that de- 
linquencies of the kind just instanced, are after all but apparent, the 
law rather than its agents being at fault. And in truth, some of the 
reports disclose the whole secret and make known the remedy. The 
school laws are not promulgated seasonably and extensively enough. 
The remedy proposed is, not to stint the system in its proper growth 
by warring against further modifications, amendments or repeals, 
whenever or wherever necessary, but to provide that a printed copy 
of every new school act be sent to each district as soon as possible 
after its approval. Then may the hand of legislation be applied 
without hesitation or danger to our yet defective school system ; uni- 
formity in returns and fidelity in details be exacted of school officers 
to the letter ; and then will districts cease to be agitated by dissen- 
sions, springing in nine cases out of ten, from imperfectly understood 
school laws. 

The repealing act of April, 1840, substitutes a new system for that 
contained in the revised statutes and subsequent amendments. This 
substitute and the amendments to it of last winter, constitute what is 
known as the common school system of Michigan. The first and 
most striking defect of this new system, as contended in many of the 
reports, is its inadequate provision fob the support of schools. 
A limited tax for a school house, its repairs and appendages, and for 
a library case and books, may be imposed by the qualified voters, and 
assessed upon the property of the district, but not a dollar to support 
the teacher. It is true, the amendatory act of last winter provides 
that the organized townships may raise, if they deem it expedient, a 
sum not to exceed one dollar for each child of the legal oge ; but 
suppose such a tax is not deemed expedient ; what becomes of the 
district school ? It is driven back upon the law of 1840 ; and what 
does that provide ? Why, that the qualified voters may determine 
how long a school shall be kept, and when the public money shall be 
applied ; that qualified teachers may be employed and paid out of the 
public money ; and finally, if, as is invariably the case, and will be 
the case for years, the public money falls short, that the inhaUtanU 
having scholars may get together and provide for a continuance of 
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the schooU by assessing the expense upou those who send, in propor- 
tion to the number of children and the time sent. The inequality, 
not to say injustice here, is apparent. Those who cannot pay any 
thing, are wholly excluded from the school. Those who are a little 
better ofi*, send until inability to pay longer excludes them. Those 
again who enjoy the poor man's blessing, a large family of boys and 
girls, send a part to school and keep the others at home ; or if the 
parent is ambitious to give all an equal schooling, he may decimate 
his children, sending the oldest the first week, the next the second 
week,, and so on, thus creating in each the appetite to learn, but 
withholding from all the power to gratify it. Trace out some other 
results of this state of things. 

A new district has been formed. The voters determine to have a 
school three months. A teacher is employed for fifteen dollars a 
month. Both teacher and families suppose it to be a common school, 
open for all, rich and poor. The fifty children of the district attend 
for the whole three months. If the apportionment gives thirty^e' 
ven cents for each child, as it did last year, that pays the teacher 
4(18 50 of his wages, leaving $26 50 to be assessed. This will be 
just 53 cents each. All pay promptly but five families, and these 
cannot pay because of their poverty. These five families — no un- 
common thing — average four children each, making twenty children, 
for whom the teacher gets no pay. He thus loses $10 60, or has 
his wages reduced in this indirect way, to less than $11 50 per month. 
He cannot make the district pay it, nor can he assess upon the thirty 
who have already paid their share. If he sues the five parents and 
obtains judgment, he will only be adding the costs to his other lossea 
He then goes away disgusted ;. and, ten to one, another teacher ceoi- 
not be engaged in that district for years. Or, if he consents to teach 
there again, it is only on condition that he may convert the district 
into a private school, and exclude from it all who cannot pay. Or, 
perhaps in extreme cases, where the benevolence of a district out* 
weighs all selfish considerations, a voluntary contribution may effect 
what the law does not require, and thus give the poor an equal 
chance with the competent for a few week's schooling ; but the 
gratuitous testimony to the contrary in some of the reports, proves 
that such facilities for public instruction are too rarely given to be 
anticipated with much confidence. 
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By the 6ld law, the property of the wheh want to sof^port solioo]& 
An amoant equal to the apportionment was anesBed upon the towa** 
diips and distributed with the public money among the districts.-^ 
And why should not property be taxed I On the mere selfish prin*- 
dple, the state is bound to adopt that system which insures its own 
safety and happiness. The volumtnous testimony every where to be 
fbundy demonstrating the absolute necessity of common schools i6 
this endy need not be cited before an intslHgent legislature, llle vt^ 
gument in a nut shell, is conceived to be this. Every child belongi 
to the state. The state is bound fo protect die child, and the child 
in return is bound, on becoming a moral agent, to obey the laws and 
otherwise promote the public good. The moment the child reaches 
the age of discretion, or can appreciate right and wrong actions, the 
law subjects him to certain responsibilities. If old enough to know 
that stealing is a crime by law, his commisnon of it is punished. If 
old enough to comprehend the nature and obligation of an oath, pei^^ 
jury sends him to the penitentiary. If he can be so fkr actuated by 
rage, vindictiveness or avarice as to imbrue his hands in blood, whe- 
ther it be the blood of a brother, a friend or a stranger, the law only 
asks if he was old enough to know its prohibitions and intelligent 
enough to understand them, to put him on a footing with adult orimi^ 
nals, convict him of murder and hang him. And, what is of vast 
moment in diis view of the subject, it matters not whether he acta* 
ally knew that the law prohibited stealin|(f perjury and nmrderv or 
was ignorant of it. All these things are presumed. It is no defence 
against an indictment for crime to plead ^oranoe of the law ; nor 
would the deadened sensiUlities of the heart weigh a feather in the 
mind of a judge about to pass sentence in a case of parricide^ It is 
not asked how fhr insanity may be presumed in most cases of tif^ 
crime, nor what modifications of law the lights &rown upoa the sei^ 
ence of mind may ultimately produoe ^ it is enough for l3>e present 
a];gument, to know what the litw is and hdw much It exacts of evety 
intelligent citizen. 

It is no less a doty of the state to prevent ttien it is to punish in- 
fractions of the law. If there were no crimes, there wouM be ae 
need of penal laws. Snch a consummation, however, is not for cm 
diy and generation. But states can do much to urge on the great 

Vol. II. 36 
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moral result They can adopt and enforce eucb regulations in 
tbeir own limits as shall tell with rapidity and power upon the 
world. They can make it an axiom in all their legislation, that ex* 
actly in the proportion that education, rightly understood and rightly 
pursued, prevails among the people, will immqral tendencies^ vicious 
actions aiod positive crimes cease to prevail. And it is contended 
that education, as defined In a previous part of this report, is a comr 
mon right — ^tbe exclusive property of no man, of no set of men. The 
great fountain which ^supplies one portion of society, shnUd be ac- 
cessible to all — ^not monopolized by the few as an engine of power 
over the many. No safer rule can be adopted than to suspect every 
man's patriotism in proportion as he underrates the value of this 
great human right It matters but Uttle what his political or reli- 
gious creed may be ; if not orthodox in this matter, he cannot, how^ 
ever boisterous his professions, practicably be either a statesman or 
a christian. Our pilgrim forefathers understood the value of this 
right Whatever we .of the present day may think of Puritanism, 
this marked feature of it we cannot but admire. If excessive zeal, 
ultraism and intolerance too often shaped their policy, let us not be* 
lie ^ir single-heartedness in the good cause of education. Here, 
though faulty in other respects, the puritan character developed its 
true greatness. In the eloquent language of Bancroft, <* every child, 
as it was bom into the world, was lifted from the earth by the genius 
of the country, and, in th» statutes of the land, received, as its birth- 
right, a pledgOL of publij care for its morals and i^ mind.'' The 
principle of popular or uniyersal education was adopted as funda- 
mental in the very infancy of the colonies. It was imbedded in thei^ 
public acts and most sacredly cherished through all the trying vicia- 
siludes of their novel and eventful career. In their code, as it o^ght 
ever to be in ours, it was tike principle without which liberty could 
not exist, and with which no people could be slaves. Next to the 
erection of altars for the worsh^ of God, they took care that school 
houses should be built. They had come from a land whose laws ifh 
cognized and enforced the aristocratic distinctions of higher and Iqw- 
er classes ; where wealth and poverty, kept by impenetrable bajrrien 
OQopposbe extremes, if occasionally attracted towards each other, 
only received a shock that drove them still farther apart; where ge- 
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liius, it IS true, existed, but only, by its transient corruscatioos, the 
snore glaringly to expose the moral and intellectual darkness of a 
whole people ; and now that they had laid the foundation of a re- 
public beyond the influences of such unnatural laws, they were de- 
termined that their children and their children's children shonldnot 
have cause to complain of them for dereliction of duty in this respect 
at least 

The same loflty and ennobling principle is embodied in our consti- 
tution. Is it carried out in our legislation t Are the blessings of 
ffte education extended to every family 1 It is emphatically ordain- 
ed that the legislature ihall provide for a system of tomawn schools, 
by which a school ihM be kept up and supported in each school die- 
trict at least three months every year. What is a eofnmon school t 
It is a school common or open to every child in the district ; not a 
private school where the favorites of fortune only can send their 
children, or where' poor children are admitted on sufibrenoe or as a- 
boon. A common school should be what its name imports^— as acces- 
sible as the mountain spring that gurgles joyously forth to meet and 
bless all who approach it. Throughout the great desert of Sahara, 
are wells where the caravans, that cross and re-cross its arid plains, 
draw supplies of water for themselves and camels. These wells are 
common wells. Every Arab of the desert is a joint owner of this 
connnon property; and it is probable that nothing would be so likely 
to offend his national pride, (if an Arab has that pride,) as an inti- 
mation that any 'one well was the exclusive property of any one cara- 
van. As common did the constitution mean to make our schools $ 
and sensitive in the extreme would be a citizen of Michigan to the 
imputation thrown out by a stranger, that, after all the noise and bus- 
tle about our magnificent common school system, it turned out to be 
just no common school system ! Yet such is the fact Either a com- 
mon school means a private school, or the Michigan system of com- 
mon schools b a delusion. 

In contending that a tax on property ought to supply the deficiency 
of the public fund, no new principle is urged. It is the principle 
which has constituted the spirit of educational systems in other states 
and conntries for years ; and which, when systematically and rigidly 
carried out in all its detailsi has invariably won the adroiratian of 
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the wealthiest as well as the poorest in the land. Is it an encroacjb^ 
iiient upon the rights of property, to say it shall he taxed for its own 
preservation ? As well might a fire company, when tearing down 
the fence to save a hoilding, be accused of encroaching upon a neigh- 
bor's property, if the wings had not been destroyed, what could 
hare saved the architectural magnificence of the exterior, and the 
jewelled splendor of the interior, of the great tower of London f But 
the advocate of universal educatbn does not ask the privilege of de- 
stroying even a particle of another's property. The worst that can 
be said of him is this, that the property-holder is required to invest a 
very minute portion of his wealth in a kind of stock that shall pay 
him back in a few years, not simple interest, not compound interest, 
but an interest which has been accumulating by a geometrical pn^ 
gressiony and which, if it had been the result of a bargain between 
two citizens, and passed through the crucible of our laws, would 
have vitiated the contract, and left upon the usurer the brand of a 
Sh^k. 

Suppose two communities contiguous to each other— adjoining 
towns, for instance. Each has the same number of families, the 
same number of children, the same equal divisions of wealth and po- 
verty. The condition, prospects and character of both are alike. 
Neither has schools, bujt each the same number of children of the 
legal age. One town determines to have a public school six months 
every year. The requisite number of school houses is built, all the 
necessary appendages, repairs, drc, carefully attended to, the teach- 
en hired and paid liberally, and the whole property of the town tax- 
ed to meet the expenses. The other town resolves not to have schools, 
or only such schools as can be supported by those who send to them« 
The question is — ^what will be the relative condition of the two towns 
al the end of twenty years, as to character and property 1 

If, twenty yeajra ago, the children were between 5 and 17, they 
are now between 25 and 87. In one town, presuming of course the 
educatioti haa been of the right stamp, they have grown up with 
good physical constitutions, unblemished moral characters, cultivated 
minds and indostru>us habits. They are capable of undergoing al- 
most any amount o( bodily labor, any effort of self-denial, any intel- 
lectual investigation, and this, day after day* with perseverenoe, sys- 
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tem and eficiMiey. In their dealings with others^ they have prac- 
tieed the golden rule of doing as they would be done by. They hav^ 
inteimarried into each other's famillesy settled down in the immedi- 
ate neighborhood on portions of their paternal farms, or in branches 
of business demanded by the place, and are now educating families 
of their own, to pursue an equally unexceptionable round of exist- 
ence. The town, besides this natural increase of numbers and wealth, 
has been constantly receiving accessions from other places. The 
health of the conununityt mostly occasioned by the right physical 
trainmg of the previous generation ; the high moral and intellectual 
attainments of the people, and the excellent system of common 
aehools which prevails there, have been more than ordinary induce* 
nents to this augmentation. The property which, twenty years 
ago, was valued in the aggregate at one hundred thousand dollars, 
and was monopolised by the wealthy few, is now worth at least a 
■sttlion, and is distributed through the community. The aristocratic 
•minenee, from which the rich looked down upon the poor, has been 
gradually wearing away, until one broad level of competency, equa^ 
MCy and happmess iqpreada out all around. 

How is it With the other town ? Is it possible to depict the degrar 
dation, physical, moral and intellectual, that ever settles like an in- 
ei^HM upon a lawless, vicious, unrestrained, crime-eteeped popular 
kiont Is it necessary to assert, what few wOl deny, that one, two 
or three hundred children, who have never been disciplined at home, 
nor permitted to seCf even, the door of a school roon^ ; whose whole 
career of infancy, boyhood and youth, has been one stupendous suc^ 
eesaion of vicious indulgencies, unmiti^ted evil, and perhaps cnmea 
that would make the *^ man of sin'' himself blush ; who have nevei' 
been taught to look within them and study there, the workings af 
ooii8cien(De and mind, nor about them in quest of the beautiful and 
good and softening in nature, nor among their fellow men, exoept 
to mark them as the prey of their unhallowed appetites, nor above 
tlianfi, into the sublime universe of Grod, to read in the stars that afaf 
kle through infinity, emblems of eternity ; that such children at the 
age of manhood, if they reach that age, must not only belie the Di- 
vine image in which they were crealed, but render blacker and still 
aMie hkleousi the daikest phases of poor ouftmgad human nature? 
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Need it be teld, that even if sach a town surriveslhe wreck of its' 
own hopes, and continues to linger out a miserable Oorporate exist- 
ence, its character is gone— its prosperity is gone — and little else re* 
mains to cheer the few solitary remnants of its population, but the 
traces of wealthnow hardly visible in the ruins ? And yet, if we 
could follow up the secret history of such a town, all, aye more than 
Uiis,* would prove too true. 

Judging from the returns of this year, most of the districts have 
some children who can only attend school while the apportionment 
lasts. In the country this is not so strikingly the case, as in the 
cities and villages. And here the remark cannot be avoided, that in 
his official expedition through the state during the past summer, one 
thing attracted the superintendent's attention, and pained him mcnre 
than any other ; and that was, to see how neglectful, with few gtali* 
fying exceptions, the populous, and in every other respect, thriving 
villages, have been of their conmion schools. If many of the chil- 
dren get an education^ it is at privat« schools in the village, '(W from 
home. The poor children, who are more compacted than in the 
country, and therefore morQ dangerous, if kept in ignorance, go witfar 
out The scanty materials bearing upon this point, as furnished by 
actual observation, correspondence and reports, will not aid any at- 
tempt in the present report, to exhibit the relative condition of chilr 
dren in the villages. Something, however, can be inferred of most 
of them from recent statistical developments in a single city. The 
common council of Detroit, impressed by the necessity of moving to 
the rescue of its character from imputations of neglect in matters of 
public education, appointed a committee, with the mayor as chair^ 
man, to examine into the operation of the common school sjratem, 
so far as regarded the city. That committee went to work, gathered 
up all the materials within its reach, and finally reported an array 
of facts that might well startle from their slumbers, the most apa* 
thetic The following extract from the report, speaku trun^pet- 
tcmgued to the citizens of our large villages, and in favor of taxation 
to support ptUflic schools. 

*« Prom the examination of returns, so far as they have been made, 
and from careful estunates where the returns are defective or want- 
ing, the committee faaye confidence in the opinion wfakh they have 
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{igormedy tl»t there are in the city of Detroit^ eighteen hundred and 
fifty children who ought to be at achool, at least one half of the year. 
Your committee have also, from personal inquiry, ascertained that 
there are within the corporate limits of the city, twenty-eeven schools 
in operation, in which are taught seven hundred and fourteen ohilv 
dren and youth, at an aggregate sum of twelve thousand six hundred 
dollars per annum, averaging nearly eighteen dollars a piece. Yet 
more than half our youth are coming up in ignorance, the oflo^ring 
of which are vice and wretchedness, notwithstanding this enormous 
tax voluntarily levied and paid by our fellow citizens.'' 

The recommendation of the committee, based upon such facts, is, 
that the common council, with the assent of the freemen, ask for a 
grant of power to raise a school fund by direct taxation. Whether 
so momentous a movement will be sanctioned by the people of De- 
troit, remains to be seen. Should it fail for the present, it is much 
to know that a process has already been instituted which must, soon- 
er or later, shiver into a thousand fragments the solid wall of stone 
which hitherto has kept so many poor children from the blessings of 
education. 

In October last, the superintendent had oceaaion to visit Maosachu* 
setts. While there, he devoted much of his time to a visitation of 
the schools, and a re-examination of the systecL To the highly 
gifted, accomplished and indefatigable secretary of the board of edu^ 
cation, Hon. Horace Mann, and numerous estimable citizens of Bee* 
taif Cambridge, New Bedford and Lexington, he is indebted for ma- 
ny facilities in acquiring the information he sought The vesult of 
his observations, hurried as they were, was a renewed conviction that 
the Massachusetts school Sjrstem, as tested by the universality and 
devated character of the schools, stands preeminently above that of 
any other state. With only a nooiinal public fund, her plan of edtt« 
cation embraces every child within her limits* Her direct taxes fbr 
support of schools are enormous, and yet they are paid with pecfael 
good will. The aggregate school taxes for the last year were about 
half a mllion of dollars. These taxes are paid by the (Npoperty of 
the people ; and, as a general thing, the wealthiest individualsi those 
who pay the most, are the warmest advocates of the system, even 
where they have no children of their own to share its benefits. 
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HaonchuseCb m thus particularly mentioned, not to dtspaxtge tbe 
excellent systems of other states^ bat because her mode of support* 
ing public schools and the alacrity with which her property*hddei« 
sustain it, Ulustrate and strengthen the position assumed in this re^ 
port The Connecticut sj^slem, admirable in many of its piOTisioDs* 
would not here answer the purpose, because that is supported by a 
public fund and not by taxation. And even in that state, the same 
gmeral complaint is made as in our own, that the school fond, un* 
aided by taxation, is inadequate to confer upon every child a good 
education. The able secretary of the board of commissioners, Henry 
Barnard, 2d, Esq., in his report of last May, says, that of the 85,- 
900 children between 4 and 16 in that state, not more than 66,000 
attend the common schools for any period of the year; that about 
12,000 attend private schools, leaving from seven to eight thousand 
who attend no school. Much of the attendance in private sdioob, 
he says, is encouraged by the present mode of sustaining the comr* 
man $chooU exclusively hy public fundst and ^ tax on those aiane tfiha 
send to them. In New York, the evil of both our own and the Conr* 
necticut system is partially obviated by a law which exempts indigeu$ 
persons from all charges for the tuition of their children. 

Other difficulties attend the q^eration of the school lews. All, 
however, need not be noticed, as a glance at the statute book will be 
sufficient to detect most of them. A general complaint is their am* 
iMguity, the inconsistency of one provinon with another, and some* 
times apparent contradictions. Even if no reports on this head had 
been made, the numerous letters directed to this office asking expla- 
nations of the law, detailhig the disputes in districts, would amply 
confirm the belief, that the act of 1840 wants a careful revision.** 
The most prominent difficulty, however, that of paying teaobers, 
will be removed at once, if the suggestions heretofore made shouU 
obtain the sanction of the legidatum. The nature of this difficulty 
can only be appreciated by a carefiil attention to those parts of the 
returns which touch upon the subject. The great variety of coor* 
plaints, and almost equally great varieties of remedies sug^pssted, in- 
dicate a radical defect in the law. Take some specimens. One die* 
triet complains that school bills cannot be collected ; another, that 
the common practice of collecting such hills, if collected at all, he- 
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(bra a justice of tlie peaoe^ aubjecta the teacher to waete of time^ «e- 
rioin inoonveniencesy and, oAen, the risk c^ losing a porti<m of his 
wages, while it discourages him, creates ill feeling among parent% 
and not unfrequently results in a civil war throughout the district, 
thus originating parties and engendering feuds destructive of organs 
zation and ruinous to the school ; others, that the teacher is hired hy* 
the quarter with the express understanding, that after the public mo* 
ney shall have been exhausted, he shall collect hb own bills at a 
stipulated sum for each scholar ; others, that inasmuch as it is very 
doubtful by whom school bills should be collected, they are seldom 
collected. One suggests that the assessor should have power to col- 
lect a school tax any where in the county ; another, that new asses- 
sors should be obliged to collect arrears ; a third, that each disUrict 
should raise fifty or sixty dollars by tax to support teadiers ; another, 
that the county commissioners should raise not more than a dollar, 
nor less than fifty cents, for every child entitled to the public money, 
the towns determing the amount ; a fourth, that the price of school- 
ing should be graduated, to obviate the inequalities incident to sunH 
mer and winter schools — children attending alphabet schools being 
assesBcd to the same amount as those attending advanced schools ; a 
fiAh, that money to support schools should be raised, as it is for town, 
county ahd state purposes ; a sixth, that the taxable property should 
support schools at least six months in the year, the law to stand as it 
is with reference to the other six months ; a seventh, that the law 
prohibiting districts from raising more than one hundred dollars, 
without the inspectors' certificate, should be repealed, and each dis- 
trict allowed to raise whatever is deemed necessary by the qualified 
voters ; an eighth, that the warrant of the director, countersigned 
1^ the moderator and attached te the school bill, should authorize its 
collection by distress and sale of goods, as in other cases. It is easy 
to perceive that if school bills were placed on the same footing with 
school houses, roost of these grievances, resulting from real, not 
imaginary difiiculties, would be redressed without further legislation. 

Aaolher source of complaint, is the too frequent neglect, by dis- 
trict officers, of their known duties. It is thought that sufficient penr 
alties are not imposed, and the folbwing are suggested as indi^n- 
sable to a due execution of the law. Add to section 16, (act of 1840,) 

Vol. 11. 36 



SM JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

a seeood provito, as follows : ••ProvMed JwrAer, That ia ease di 
tlie peraons elected refuse to senre, any qualified voter of the difltrief 
may prosecute for the same.'^ This will meet a very cornmon ease* 

Agaiiif much doubt exists as to the intended application of the 
above section. Does the phrase — *< neglect or refuse to serre^--^ 
mean simply and &n2p the prehminary failure to serve at all, or does 
it embrace any parUcuiar act of neglect or refusal throvghoui Ae 
official term ? If the latter, then a neglect or refiisal of the modera* 
tor to sign u vforraaU for the collection of taxesy or to c&vfntenign n 
warrant of the directCTj as is frequently done to defeat an object to 
which that officer is hostile, would bring him within the penalty ; if 
the former, having accepted the office and thus consented generaihf 
to serve, the^ particular act would go unpunished. A penalty is as 
important in cme case as in the other. The phrase is certainly am* 
bigoous. 

Again, if the director fail to make his annual report, and the dii^ 
trict loses its apportionment, it is nothing more than justice that he 
sftiould. forfeit, to the use of the district, the full amount of money 
lost, with the interest and costs. 

The 17th section requires the moderator *' to preside at all meet* 
ings of the district." Some districts have understood this to mean^ 
that no meeting can be organized in the absence of that officer, there 
being no express authority to clioose a temporary presiding officer. 
This omission can be easily supplied. 

The annual meeting is on the first Monday in October, and the a^ 
eesBor is required, wUkin thirty iaye after hie e/eelicMi, to obtain « 
copy of the last assessment roll of the township. By reference te 
the revised statutes, it will be seen that the roil is at that time in die 
bands of the county commiBsioneiv, where it remains until the IM 
of November, when it is re-delivered to the township clerk. To ob^ 
lain a transcript, therefore, within the time limited, c(mipete every 
director to visit the county seat $ and then, as many reports dkow, 
he cannot always gel it. The reasons will be obvious to every oiie^ 
If the laws were so amended aa to lequire the assessor to obtain a 
tvansctipt by the 1st of Decemberi it is thought that seek ioeMven^ 
anee and expense would be prevented. 

The mode of retumiBg aoiHresident land% is another evil in muiy 



u 



JOINT DOCUMSNTS. MS 

^tatiicte. One thinks the law is not sufficiently ekjpUcit to enaUe a 
retlini to be made ; another neglects to raise any money because of 
the difficulty in collecting taxes on such landa $ while others suggest 
iknt library and other taxes be returned like high-way taxes. This 
last suggestion is worthy of consideratbuy as it is c<Miceived that 
available means are no less indispensable to schools ihan to ht|^ 
ways. 

It is difficult to ascertain precisely what is meant by the term-^ 
** school year.'^ Section 19, clause 8d,'requite8 a cen$u9 to be ta- 
ken wiMn ten d«gs of the time of tie awnwU meeting. The same 
section, (0th clausei) directs a report at the end of the year^ 6[ the 
whole number of children between the ages of 5 and 17, according 
to the census to be tokeut vnthin^^fteen days of the close ^ the school 
*Tfear. It is thought that the law should declare what oonstilutes the 
•chool year ; if the same as the political year, commencing with the 
annual meeting, that fact should appear. As the law now i% much 
ooafusbn exists. 

Some districts think that the distributicm of the public money* 
should take place previous to the first of March-*-as in that nN>nth 
the winter schools generally close, and the teacher wants his pay. 
This is certainly an important suggestion ; but it is not known how 
the difficulty, under present circumstances, can be fully removed. If 
the school lands were all sold and the proceeds invested in stocks, as 
in some states, the law might require the payment of interest semi* 
Banually ; but, under our law of sales, purchasers pay the accruing 
interest, and to require it of them twkse a year, living as they do all 
over the state, would be hard in the extreme. It is for the lejgir 
lature to say hew far such a rale may be edited with reference to 

It is also a question of expediency for the legislature to determine, 
whether attendance at school might not be prolonged in some fami- 
lies, by refusing the public moneys to those children between 5 and 
17, who make it a business to go only once or twice during the term. 
If deemed expedient, the fifth clause of the 10th section would have 
t» be so far aniemhrt aa to require the teacher te note the tioae when 
Ihe scholar oommencee echool, when he leaves, and the relative nutt- 
her of absences. Shouki his days of absenees exceed these of atten** 
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dance, it is doubtful if he ought to share the benefits of the (atii* 
Hovrever, this is merely suggested for consideration, not recommen- 
ded as a measure free from doubt. 

The last suggestion, deemed at this time important, is based upon 
the following case, referred to this office for investigation. At the 
annual district meeting, the three members of the board were chosen, 
but all refused to serve. The question was — ^what could be done ? 
By the 15th section, (law of 1840,) the old board holds over only 
until another is chosen. Such other having been chosen, the board, 
in this case, was defunct. No means of compelling the new board 
to serve existed. Was the district dissolved ? The 8th section con- 
templates only two cases of dissolution — the want of officers for six 
months, and a neglect or refusal to hold two annual meetings-^nei- 
ther of which contingencies met the case in question. Was it a fail-' 
ure to organize ? Strictly, it was ; but, as the law does not pre- 
scribe the specific measures essential to an organization, unless it be 
simply to choose a moderator, director and assessor, and as this was 
done, it is doubtful if it was such a failure to organize, as the 7th 
section contemplates. As the case was urgent, the superintendent 
gave his opinion, that the district, to all intents and purposes, must 
be taken to be dissolved, and the notice renewed as required in the 
8d and 8d sections. A recurrence of the difficulty, it is thought, 
may be avoided by slight amendments. Add to the 5th section, af\er 
the word ** assessor,'' the following — <* who shall, within ten days 
from the time of such meeting, and before they enter upon the du- 
ties of their office, severally be sworn to the faithful discharge of 
such duties : ProDided^ That no district, except as provided in the 
15th section, shall be deemed to be fully organized, until at least two 
of said officers shall have been thus qualified. Also, strike out the 
words ** first two," in section 7, and insert << second and third ;" the 
same in section 10. In section 15, after ** chosen,'' insert ** and 
qualified as in section 5." 

This pait of the report cannot in justice bo concluded without re- 
ference to the necessity of some publication as an organ of commu- 
nication between the numerous districts and this office. Suchneees* 
sity is daily felt Soon after the present incumbent entered upon his 
duties, he addressed to the several inspectors a circular solicfting 
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thfir (pinion upon the subject The replies were not only penon** 
ally gratif3ring9 but they indicated, on the part of the writers, an ap^ 
preciation of the great objects of popular education, highly encoura- 
ging to the cause* Although, comparatively speaking, but few of 
the inspectors replied, yet enough did so to strengthen the conviction 
that a publication, practically adapted to the wants of the districts, 
would be read with avidity, and be exceedingly useful. But, inas- 
nmch as such publicaticms, unsupported by the public funds, are apt 
to drag out a spiritless existence, action in the matter was deferred 
until the views of the legislature could be known. An appropriation 
out of the school moneys, sufficient to send at least one copy to every 
district, would hardly be felt in the diminished apportionment, whi]^ 
its benefits to the people would be incalculable. Some of the rea- 
sons to be urged in behalf of such a measure, may be found in the 
cira^ar among the documents. 

In the months of August and September, being compelled, by ope- 
ration of law, to hold public sales in most of the counties, it was 
thou^t that something, however trifling, might be done for the mo- 
ral and intellectual, as well as for the financial condition of the peo- 
frfe. In accordance with public notice, the friends of education were 
addressed at the county seats.of Jackson, Calhoun, Kalamazoo, Cass, 
8t Joseph, Branch, Hillsdale, LenAwee, Monroe, Wayne and Wash- 
tenaw. To express an agreeable disappointment, in the result of 
this effi>rt to arouse public attention to the great interests of public 
schools, woukl only be to express the common feeling of those who 
participate in the movement. Other counties would have been visitp 
ad, had other public duties permitted As it was, the effort being an 
experiment, notwithstanding ^< crowded houses'^ were ^^ few and far 
between,^' the subject was intrinsically potent enough, generally 
speaking, to induce a respectable attendance. At the popular gather- 
ings^ were found individuals of all political parties and representa* 
tivea of most reb'gious sects, and their zeal for common schoc^s and 
pledges of co-operation to advance them beyond their present low 
standard^ are ample guaranties that, hereafter, the great work of 
educational reform will not devolve exclusively upon one individuaL 
Incipient measures were generally taken to establish county associa- 
tions for frequent and unreserved interchange of sentiment touching 
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the various bnmcbei of cotninoa school eduoatioa. TheiittpontttQi 

of such nflsocaatioDS ciua hardlx be estimate^ Rightly 8taxtod» aai 

pemeveringly sustained, they give to the popular causei impubv that 

mniinate and invigorate the exertions of every district If <me oookl 

be established in each county, and the people induced to look forwaid 

to each monthlyi quarterly or annual meeting as to an occasion that 

should OMike them wiser, better and happier, and give them vieM of 

duty corresponding to its imperious demands upon them as pareni8» 

neighbors, citizens and christians, who can doubt that vast goodwooU 

result f It is hoped that another year will bring into efficient and 

successful operation this system of voluntary asaociation<^-a system^ 

which has well nigh revolutionized some even of the old statse, by 

wbetitDting modeb of perfection for the thread-bare qrsteroa of a foi^ 

mer period. 

Condition of the University. 

The report of the board of regents, to be found among the docu* 
ments and made part of this report, discloses the condition of the 
university and its branches. It was not received until the 28th inst*, 
afier most of the superintendent's report was placed in the printer's 
hands, and therefore cannot receive that careful attention which its 
very important suggestions demand. As the condition of the mm 
versity forms an essential ingredient in the annual report fram this 
tifllee, and as that oonditimi cannot be ascertained without the lepert 
of the*regents, seasonably received, it is hoped that hereafter the 
board may be required to send in their report at an earlier day than 
has heretofore been customary. 

Notwithstanding the embarraasm^ta under which it is destined to 
■trugi^e for some time, every citizen of Michigan must rejoice tiiat 
the main institution is now fairly in opemtion. The faculty, to 
whose immediate guardianship it is committed, consists of gentlemsD 
an every way qualified for the responsible trust Th«br knowled^s 
of the various and abstruse studies which coaatitute the Oollegiale 
ooorse, and especially of the noble, but difficult art of teaching, has 
been aatisftctorily tested in the branches to which they have beett 
hilhaito attached. The principle adopted by them, that of *< pienrlp 
bing aodk branches of study* and such methods of instroetioD aa are 
best ad^^ted to form in the stndents, habila of fixing the atleiiliso. 
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^^tpdSog ib» tmn <tf tboitglit, analyzing vhh nice dfaeriminationt 
bakneiBg carefully eridenoe praaentad to the judgment, and anang^ 
mg aad, ayataaoatising the knowledge acquired by the memory/' la 
in exaol acoordance witli the common aenae maxims of the age. A 
principle like thiay tbua early aasumed as the baaifl of education, if 
rigidly attered to in spite of the <^>poatng tendencies in the old me« 
thoda of inatnteCion» will make the alumnus of oar unxTcraityi not a 
iaere linguisi, not a mere solver of problems, not a mere star gaaei, 
but a thinker, and a thinker, too, in the only way that can render the 
claasias, geometry, astronomy, or any other study, available for the 
snUime porposea of existence. 

It appeaia thai but five branches are at present in operation— 4he 
necessities consequent upon an embarrassed fund having compelled 
the withdrawaL They are established at Detroit, Ann Ax;^r, Te- 
eamseli, Ealamazeo and White Pigeon. The number of pupils ia 
SAO, of whom \IZ are in the department of languages. - 

While it.ca&not be denied that the studies pursued in the branchea 
are such as commend themselves to the good sense and refined taste 
of Engjiah and classical scholars, it is yet thought that improvement, 
even here is not impossible. The late superintendent, in his annual 
repoit oi 1898, in urgiag the necessity of sustaining the branches, 
apisaka of them as *^ important to the seeeess of primary schools, be* 
mg, aa they are, the 9oU means of obttamug afuil wffpJy of eompe^ 
tmii teaehers,'' Thia ia conceived to be one of the most cogent rea- 
sons that can be adduced in favor of the branch system. Merehf as 
j^raparatory seminaries for an admisnon to the main univeraity, 
branches oonld hardly claim an expensive support out of the public 
fond ; buty ato the means of giving to the state qualified teachers for 
the common schools, every consideration unites to have them sua* 
tain^d. Is thia end alwaya kept in view % Are the brandies made 
lo aubaerve the double purpose of preparing students for college, and 
taachen lor the schools f It is feared that in some of them, whi)e 
the university is ever in the mind, the primary school is forgotten^ 
The ort^iMcAii^, though well understood, is not adequately tau^t. 
The Normal m^ooI principlea are not yet incorporated into the 
tMaaeh sfateas. Until a regular school for teachers shall be esta*. 
blished in the state, it is right that one or more of the branches make 
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t^ching a part of its instruction. Let teaching become one of the 
learned profe8sioD& Let the teacher^s certificate of fitness to teach, 
be to him as sure a means of obtaining a iwelihoodj as the diploma 
generally is to the graduate of acollege. Having capable teacfaera, 
our schools will begin to flourish* When the schools flourish, the 
university will flourish, and not before* The organic law requires 
in each branch, <* a department especially appropriated to the educa* 
tion of teachers for the primary schools." A model school, con- 
nected with this department, would aflford all the aid that a young 
man or a young woman could want to perfect him or her in the prac- 
tice as well as theory of teaching ; and it is believed, that such a 
school might easily be kept up the whole year, in any or all of the 
places where branches are in operation. . 

A de{|artment of agriculture, in one at least of the branches, is 
required by the organic law, *' with competent instructors in the the- 
ory of agriculture, including vegetable physiology, agricultural 
chimistry, and experimental and practical farming and agriculture." 
How far this branch of the required studies has been taught, the 
books prescribed for the branches do not indicate. And yet to the 
people of Michigan, how important is a theoretical knowledge of 
agriculture* The late United States census shows that more than 
one-fourth of our entire population is engaged in the labors of the 
field. If, as the late estimable Judge Buel assures us in his admira- 
ble work on American husbandry, '* the great objects of the fanner 
should be, to obtain the greatest returns for his labor, without dete- 
riorating the fertility of the soil ; and to restore fertility in the most 
economical way, where it has been impaired or destroyed by bad 
husbandry," how indispensable to success is a knowledge of the prin- 
ciples upon whidi these practical results depend I 

The views of the board of regents, in reference to sectarian influ- 
ences, will commend themselves to the feelings and enlightened judg- 
ment of all true christians. It is matter of no ordinary gratnlation, 
that sentiments so in unison with the liberal spirit of the age, should 
exist with such perfect unanimity throughout all our departments of 
public instruction — ^that the precincts of the university, as well as 
the school rooms of the districts, should be effectually barred^ through 
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the operation of a wholesome public opinion, (torn all intrusions of 
a sectarian or partisan nature. 

The attention of the legislature is most earnestly directed to that 
portion of the regents' report which refers to the prospective condi- 
tion of the university. The appeal there made in behalf of such le* 
gislation as shall render the board, created by law the responsible 
guardians of that institution^ more practically the masters of their 
own movements, deserves the most unbiased consideration. It is evi-* 
dent that a nearer relationship than now exists, must take place be* 
tween the resfHmnhilUies imposed, and the means bestowed to meet 
them, or the university must go down. The organic law is certainly 
defective in this respect Whether the power asked for, can be con- 
sistently granted, i» a question that cannot.be too cautiously weighed 
and should not be hastily decided. If the control, to a greater or 
less extent, of the fund set apart for the exclusive benefit of the uni" 
versity, were given to the regents, it would undoubtedly contribute 
to the efficacy of their administration, while it would essentially re- 
lieve this department from a great and growing financial burthen. 
It is evident to any one familiar with the business details of this 
ofRce, that either its duties must be divided, or an authority granted 
the superintendent to appoint agents in different parts of the state, 
whose duties it shall be to collect instalments and interest as they be- 
come due, protect the lands from constant depredations, attend to 
the leasing of improvements, and otherwise do what no one peraon 
can accomplish, even if gifted with the power of ubiquity. It is a 
fact, as disgraceful to the depredators as it is ruinous to the funds, 
that both the school and seminary lands are deemed, by too ntooy 
otherwise good citizens, common objects of plunder. Every thing 
in its power has been done by this department to prevent depreda- 
tionsL Prosecuting attorneys in the different counties have been per- 
emptorily instructed to prosecute in the most rigid manner, all cases 
coming before them ; but their usual reply is, that, although the 
lawless act may be known in a community, and generally talked 
about, evidence enough to convict cannot be obtained. This state 
of things too frequently results from a common, but erroneous notion, 
that good neighborhood makes silencOf under the circomstanoes, a 
virliie; Many sectioDa have thus been swept of their beat timber ; 

Vol. II. 87 
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and fauidi, which were no less valuable in tins paiticolar than for 
their soil, have greatly depreciated. Now, if the charge of seminary 
lands could be committed to the regents, with sufljcient power over 
their sale, to control them, both as regards price, time and terms of 
sale, to consult, what they must of course best understand, the pre<» 
sent and permanent iotbrests of the university, the change of bur- 
then and responsibility would afford great relief to this department, 
brighten our educational prospects, and eminently conduce to the 
public good. 

While on this subject, it may not be inappropriate to suggest, what 
indeed has been recommended in two annual executive messages and 
sustained by committees of both branches of the legislature, at two 
sessions, the propriety of utterly separating the fiscal from the other 
duties t>f this department. In a special report to the legislature made 
last winter by the then superintendent, it is said, and truly said, that 
«< business of the office is, and must be, immense. The financial 
branch alone will require the constant attention of the most vigilant 
and persevering, to whose CMe it can be committed." And the 
house committee of the last session, in urging the necessity of trans* 
ferring the fiscal duties of this office to some other officer, express 
their unanimous belief, ** that in no way can the time of the super- 
intendent be so well devoted, or his effi>rU so well directed, as in 
making primary schools the object of his chief care ; gaining, by 
persona) examination and careful inquiry, a full and minute knowl* 
edge of their condition ; studying and suggesting the mpst efiectuaji 
mode of their improvement, aqd inereasing, by every means in his 
power, the interest of the public in their behalf." The suggestion 
is made for the earnest consideration of the legislature. 

Condition of the two Funds. 

For the purpose of enabling the legislature to obtain a general 
view of the financial transactions of this department from the coaw 
mencement of the sales in July, 1837, to the first day of this month, 
document F. has been prepared with great and laborious care. It is 
believed that, with perhaps some errors, the statement is substantially 
correct Every means aflbrded by the Ixxte and documents in th» 
office to make it such, has been used. 

The history of the two funds may be gathered ft«m Iba seveal 
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atinual reports of the late superintendent, embracing the yeats 1886^ 
1887, 18S8, 1889 and 1840. The university fund originally con« 
Slated of 72 sections of land reserved from sale, and aft^wards con- 
firmed bj congress ; also, of three sections obtained at the treaty of 
Fort Meigs. The act of congress of May, 1826, «« set apart and re- 
served from sale, out of the public lands within the territory, of Mi- 
chigan, two entire townships for the use and support pf an univer- 
sity within the said territory.'' The control of this fund was vested 
in a corporation, known in our territorial annals, as the ** trustees 
of the university of Michigan/' which corporation was created by an 
act of the governor and judges, as far back as 1821. The act ad- 
mitting us in the Union, confirmed the lands to the state, to be div 
posed only for the use and support of a university.. Thus, whether 
the power to control this fund be still in the former trustees, as some 
may suppose ; or in the present board of regents, as others contend | 
or in the legislature, as the constitution and all legislation under it 
take for granted, its appropriation for purposes of a university is ex- 
clusive and unlimited. From those purposes, sacred in the estima- 
tion of every citizen of Michigan, nothing can rightfully divert it. 
Of the 75 sections, or 48,000 acres, all but 8i have been located. 
The principal locations are in Kalamazoo, Berrien, St. Joseph, Cal- 
houn and Branch counties. The old trustees sold 2,580 acres, thus 
leaving 45,440 acres, with a cash principal of t5,000 00, to constH 
tute the university fund. The act of March, 1837, fixed the mini* 
mum price of these lands at 820 00 per acre ; the act of last winter 
reduced it to 915 00. The first price, established when the standard 
of valuation was unnaturally high, would produce a cash fimd of 
8908,800 00-^the last, established under a depressed standard^ a 
fund of 8681,600 00, or, addmg the 85,000, an annual interest of 
about 848,000 00. 

The school fund originally consisted of the 16th section of every 
township six miles square, or one thirty-sixth part of the entire area 
of the state. In some instances, where the 16th section fell short, 
others have been substituted and confirmed. The whole number ef 
■erea waa 1,148,160 ; or 704,000 in the lower, and 444,160 in the 
upper peninsula of the state. (See superintendent's report of 1887.) 
At the minfannm price first established, 88 00 per acre, the fimd wae 
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valued at #9,165,280 ; at the present price, $5 00, at 15,740,800 

— flttpposing none had been sold 
Here, then, we have two funds set apart for educational purposes^ 

valued, by the laws fixing their minimum price, as follows : 
University lands, 45,440 acres, $16 per acre, $681,000 00 

Add amount of old trustees, 5^000 00 

School lands, 1,148,160 acres, $5 per acre, 5,740,800 00 

$6,427,400 00 



What is the present and prospectiye value of this fund ? How 
iSsur have the anticipations of the first legislature under our oonstitu* 
tioa, and of the people since, been realized ? 

By reference to document F. it will be seen that the total number 
of acres sold, is 75,463,87 — of university lands, 12,585,03 ; of school 
lands, 6^,878,84. The aggregate amount of sales is $824,609 89. 
Of these, 2,741,84 acres have been forfeited and re-eold, for $29,- 
739 24, 

The aggregate receipts, including the original 10 per cent at time 
of sale, the instalments from year to year, interest on both contracts 
and loans, use of lands and all other ways, are $220,463 63. 

The report from this department, of last year, contains a very 
valuable set of tables, giving detailed statements of the school and 
university loads ; the amount for which they were sold ; the princi- 
ple and interest received, and the balance remaining unpaid at the 
time of the report From this, it appears that on the 1st of Decern* 
bert 1840, the accumulated unpaid interest amounted to $71,549 95 ; 
while the unpaid instalments amounted to $63,029 89 — ^making an 
aggregate of $134,579 84, principal and interest, at that time un- 
paid* The documents accompanying this report show, that> since 
then, and up to the first of the present month, only about $6,000 
instafments, and $8,000 interest, have been paid* If, then, to the 
aggregate unpaid balances of last year be added those of the present 
year, the sum total is formidable and discouraging in the extreme* 
As the law of last winter cures all past forfeitures on certain condi- 
tions, and extends the time of payment to the first of next March> 
H is impossible to make any satisfactory estimate of the amount that 
wOl then be paid. From a knowledge of the prices paid in 1837 and 
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18M^ tii6 BOperlatMidttBt k dbttudafttly satisfied thAllMil a npill pcN>- 
tion of those who purchased at that time, and ytrbo are in arrears of 
iastalmeiit and interest, will ever pay another dollar^ either of i&t»- 
rest or prineipal. The only question, then, is— -what ought the le- 
gislature to do under the circuniistances t Frequent changes in the 
price of lands are thought to he any thing but good policy. The 
true plan undoubtedly is, to fix the price at the outset so that no pur- 
diaser can reasonably ooniplain of it aHer the purchase. It is bet- 
terto place it below than above the standard of value, beoause, in 
eireumstances like our own, where the income of eales ia distributed 
penodkaUy, ^motnfjr of payment is nMtre essential than the aei^wtf 
paid. A fund of 6500,000, of which the interest can be anticipated 
with moral certamty, is reiiUif worth moife, both 4o the univemity 
and schools, than one of twice that amount, the interest of which is 
not jMiid promptly and fully. If that portion of the 76,000 acvee 
sold, which is not worth the price it sold for, had been disposed of at 
a less price, it is fair to presume the interest and instalments wouid 
have been leguiarly paid, and the income relied upon, from^ that 
8DQsee,bothby the regents and the school districts, have been pronpi^ 
ly xeallMd But disappointment has been the sul^eet of complaint 
Cram year to year. Document F, 4 and 5, shows that this income 
has be«a gradually falling off; that while the school apportionaseiils 
were in 1688, «l3,000»in 1899, #18,000, and, in 1840, only ^Ur 
008 ; those for the univenity were, in 1888, fdfOOO*-^ 1880, §6^- 
000, and, in 1840^ only #2,000— -the amounts being in round nuoh* 
benw Who cannot see that the mean of these, about #17,000 ibr 
aohooja, sad #6,000 for the univenity, if received regularly every, 
year, would really be greater in value, estimating the value by the 
lesnlts piodaeed, than the large sum-one year and the small sumthe 
next year % Even if the #18,000, distributed last year among the 
eshools, could be eertmnfy anticipated every year, ihr greater would 
be the benefit then if tveble diet sum existed only in contract that 
might or might not be paid when due. If the minimnm price had, 
in 1897, been fixed at#5, or even #8, for school lands, and #15, er 
even #liO, for uaivsnaty lands, and 20 or dft per cent of the pur* 
diaee monsy required at the thne of sale, it is saseeptihlo of deown* 
iimioiili»t Ike aelMil iea^ tO' tt» aefaoeli and un liei s iiy woald 
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have been j^reatet tkaii ib»y ha^e been under Ibe ifrigmBl piioaa/ 
Good policy damaiidsy tharefore, that the price of unsold laadB should' 
remain as it Is, fixed and permanent for at least many years to cooie^ 
80 that purchaoers may not, as is now the €ase» comfrfain of iaju»' 
tice. 

'As to the lands already sold, the superintendent agrees with hia 
predecessor, that *<a redaction, (of the price,) in many cases» would 
he both equitable and just'' He also thinks, with the finance oon- 
nittee of the board of regents, that it is a <)ueslion of eipediency 
how far the treasury should be relieyed ** by relieving its debtera 
ftom a portion of the burthen resulting fn>m the extravagancies of 
past years.'' The chief question, tlien, would be, hmo can this re* 
dprocal relief be effected, so as to do justice all round 9 If the pvioa 
of all sold lands were reduced, those on which the payments have 
been made to the present time would be induded ; but many of thoae 
sold only for their value. An indiscriminate reduction, Uien, would 
be unjust. If the price of lands sold in 18S7 and 1886, when a kind 
of mono*mattiac acquisitiveness possessed most classes and trades and 
professions, should be reduced, the purchasers of lands since migfat 
complain of infustice. The only alternative lef>, it is conceived, is 
wittier to carry out the evident intentbns of the law of last wintar, 
and declare all lands forfeited, on which 20 per cent of principal and 
artears of interest shall not have been paid by the first of next Mardi^ 
or adopt a qrstem of graduated reduction, authorizing an appraise" 
ment of all such lands, at the expense of the purchaser, if he keepa 
his land at such appraisement Whatever may be done, it is destm- 
hie that all purchasers diould be made distinctly to understand, that 
hereefieri no variation from the contract, aither in price or terms of 
payment, will be sanctioned— at least, that such is the opinion of the 
existing legislature. 

The act of last winter provides that if future purchasers, witiiin 
two years from the first of March sooceediog the day of sale, shaU 
have paid twentyfioe per cent of principal, the balaoce may remain 
suspended at their option. Many ocHMtrue this to mean, that no foH 
of the purchase money can be required prmpas to aaid first day of- 
March, but that the act intended to give a credit for Uiat tins; JThe 
Mperinftendent has not so const n ied tbs act» as wiU be assB by the 
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fbrniof «Mtifeate ianiod by him. He eoiM not bdiavo^ MMlit^ 
MttdiBf^ tlie •trioC letter of tlie ad might eeem to wwnat such be> 
lief) that Taluoble lands were iateiMjed lo be thrown into market on 
floch ternn. Even the 10 per cent required, makes it an object for 
eome persons to enter land, with the avowed design of paying up the 
instalments and interest, but reaily for the purpose of cutting down 
and carrying off all the valuable timber, and then foriehing the coib 
tract If the law has not been rightly construed, the superinteih 
dent has the satisfaction of knowing that he has erred on the safe 
aide. 

Should nothing be done to change the relations which the debtors 
of the two funds sustain towards the state, it is diought that a reso- 
lutfon, audiorizing the superintMident to appomt, in at least five dif- 
ferent and central plaeee, agents to collect the arrears of principal 
and interest that will be due and payable on the first of March, re- 
quiring of them adequate bonds, would be productive of good results. 
Notice could be given in all the counties, where peymesls are lo be 
made, seasonably enough to enable every pujrdiaeer.to be at the 
point designated by the time required by law. In this way, vmnj^ 
who will not oome to the oflice to do it, would then be prepared to 
pay up ; and within a short time afler the first of March, all, who 
are directly interested, would know to a certainty what amount of 
arrears had been paid, and what amount of land had been forfeited^ 
to be re-sold. 

Up to the present time, state scrip has been received in paymsnt 
of both principal and interest. Although university and sehoc^ lands 
are not strictly 9Me property, and therefore debts accruing for them 
not to be deemed, in a literal sense, stixte dueij yet, what has been 
thought to be a wund discretion^ has dictated the propriety of taking 
scrip on these debts. If it hod been refused, its OMivertible vmhie in 
the commimity would have depreciated much more than it has yet 
done, while numerous debts, now satisfied, would have remained un- 
paid. Never has it been refused. It will continue to be taken, un- 
less the legislature ^all order otherwise. So long as the faith of the 
state stands pledged for its redemption, there can be no substantial 
ground fiffi its rejectkuu 

The atteation of the legislatuni is solicited t» the oeoossity, grow- 
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ing gttongur erery year» of an iion safe for the prateetioli of die 
Tftluable books and pepere m tfais office. One oould be obttunedp 
krge enough to answer all purposes for yearB» for $200 or $250. 

Document K. shows the money transactions of this office sinee the 
19th of April last The total receipts have been tld^SdO 78. The 
expenses of the office, including rent, postage, notices and ex- 
penses of sales, dca, amount to $686 M ; clerk hire, fid05 ) loansi 
•600 $ bills of the Bank of Michigan on hand, tllO ; total, 61,808 
20. The bahince, •11,438 52, is deposited in the treasttry, aqeoi^ 
ding to law. 

Lands have been offisjwd for sale, during the pest year, in eighteen 
different counties, vis : Washtenaw, Jackson, Calhoun, Kalamasoo, 
Berrien, Cass, St Joseph, Branch, Hillsdale, LenaweOi Monroe> 
Wayne* St Clair» Macomb, Oaldand, Livingiton, Inj^aam and Van 
Buren. 

VtUiierHty Fund. 

Of the lands bel(«iging to this fund, 867 66-100 acres have bean 
sold the past year, at an average price per acre of about $17, amount- 
ing to 66,880 28 

AlsOf 160 acres appraised settler's lands, at 68 per 
•ore, 1^280 00 

Also» forfeited and re-sold, 168 82*100 acresy at an 
nveiage price of 819 62, 8,286 65 



The jreoeipta have been as follows : 

Prevtoitt to 19lA of April 

On aoQonat of the 10 per cent, 8284 20 

do instalment% 1,508 74 

do imeresty 1,954 71 

do on hand ae per last report, 763 61 

Sinee 19M of April 
On account of the ten per cent, $844 08 
do instalments, 224 00 

do interest, 238 21 



•10,896 93 

■ > I I I ■ ■ I 11 B^ ■ ■ ■ 



•4,461 26 



Carried forward^ 
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Broogiit iorwmrdy $ $ # 

fteceived of late tuperialeiideDt, 

jnstaimentf, 30 67 , 

do iatere^tt 10 87 

^ $1,837 83 

-« ^hnr 13 



Total amount, prinoipal and interest, >5,798 59 

Bekool Fund. 

Of the lands belonging to tWs fund, 10,400 20-100 
.fLcres have been sold, at an average per acre of about 
•6 13, amounting to $53,864 81 

Also, forfeited a^d resold, 1,955 16-100 acres, at an 
Average per acfe of about $6 75, 16,842 29 

$70,207 10 

The reeeipts have been as follows : 

Prem&us to the I9tk 0f AffiL 

Oik account of the 10 per <»nt, $608 8$ 

do instalments, 2,142 Of 

de prindpftl of loans, 2,500 00 

^ intereat on loans, 8,961 94 

do interest on oontracts, 4,898 14 
Balance principal on hand, as per last 

report, 8,124 88 
Balance interest on hand, as per last 

report, 5,697 68 

«.*~-— $22»882 7» 



im Afril. 

On account of the 10 per oent, $6,868 84 

do iutalmenta, 2,806 48 

do interest, 2,700 89 

do lands, 64 10 
Received of late superintsBdent^ 

instabnent, 18 69 



11,949 46 



Total amount principal and interest, $84,802 18 

Add university principal and interest, 6,798 69 

T^ rMeipt% ♦40,100 77 
Vol II. 38 
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Disiuraementa — Previous to liUh ApriL 

Loaned, 98,000 00 

Apportioned to counties, 12,876 50 

Payment to treasurer of university, 2,268 61 

Clerk hire, 297 99 

Additional expenses, 88 31 

Uncurrent funds on hand, 848 00 

Since I9th April 
Loans, 800 00 

Clerk hire, 295 00 

Expenses, ^c, 658 26 

Bills of Bank of Michigan on hand, 110 00 

Deposited, 11,423 52 



#28,824 41 



18,286 78 



Total disharsementsy $37,111 19 

Add amount ia the treasury on the 18th April— 

By the act of April, 1840, the auditor general is required « to is- 
sue to Thomas Beals, or his assigns, a warrant bearing interest, to 
the amount of principal and interest due on a check drawn by the 
state treasurer upon the Michigan state bank, for the sum of ten 
thousand three hundred and fifty dollars, bearing date January three, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, upon the surrender and cancelling 
of said check ; and that the treasurer be directed to pay said war- 
rant or warrants out of the university and school moneys, and that 
all tnoneye belonging to saidfundSf or thai may hereafter be received 
into said funds^ shaii be applied to the payment of said tearrani or 
learrasUs until they are paidJ^ The instalments received, as has 
been stated, are in state scrip. This has been deposited in the trea- 
sury ; but, as the auditor general will probably advise the legisla- 
ture, it cannot be made available in payment of said bond, and there* 
fore lies valueless in the treasury ; whereas, if loaned out, as it might 
be, it would be drawing seven per cent interest for the benefit of the 
respective funds* . 

All which is respectftiUy submitted. 

F. SAWYER, Jr., 
Superintendent Public 
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lAfbam, 

Ionia, 

-Jackaoa, 

Kent, 

■Kalamaaot, 

Lapear, 

iiviniatoi^ 

tlonroa, 

Maconb, 

Oakland, 

Ottowa, 

St. Jaaepli, 

8l.Ctalr 

Bhiawaaaee, 

Van Botea, 

Wajno, 



It 
4, 

k 

la, 

3, 

8. 

la. 

30, 



S: 



T9M, 



h 

TS 
3b 
» 

83 
ISO 
SO 
43 
44 
83 
3; 
31 
130 
S.5 
8'< 
49 

loe 

liO 
10£ 

94 

196 

3 

0? 

3: 

r. 

30 
ISl 
18S 



61 
83 
II 
64 
9i 
10 
SS 
3i 
69 
8t 
10 
90 
1? 
64 
85 
7S 

144 
67 
7t 

177 

a 

40 
40 

» 

14 

104 

167 



SSo 
1,604 

'm 

175 
l,31t> 
%,4M 

t» 

450 
].0» 
1,5SS 

601 

S7I 
%9li 

574 
1,79'. 

890 
l,ft» 
4,451 
S«184 
8,47f 
0,301 
8S 
1,488 

898 



3St> 

6,387 
5,050 



9^ 



4( 
959 
143 

34 
109 
47S 

4( 

74 
18e 
3S3 

90 

74 
691 

84 
49!^ 
154 
172 
949, 
344 
3S3 
1,083 



100 



90S| 
9341 



i,ooe 



1,480| 47,80o| 8^767 



SMC 

i,05C 

8S.* 

197 

1,506 

1.090 

344 

500 

1,183 

1,810 

5091 

377 

3,SSS 

4» 

1,844 

9(6 

1,8M 

5,102 

xe7i 

S.&8S 

1,844 
80 

1,610 
815 
60S 
48.' 

4,404 



•1,964 
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JOINT DOCUMENTS. 



(C.) 

audement of the mmher of Children ieiween the tues ofJ^a^VX^ 
oi reported hy the School Inspectorsj on which the apportionment 
is to be made* 



Towiw. 

Alganse, 

Bethel, . 

BataviOf 

Butler, 

Brownaon, 

t]loldwater^ 

Oirard, 

Gllead, 



Bainbridge, 

Benton, 

Berrien, 

Buchanan, 

Bertrand^ 

Niles, 



Newburg, 
Silver Creek, 
Volina, 
Milton, 
La Grange, 
Pokagon, 
Maeon, 
IfVayne, 



Albion, 

Athens, 

Battle Creek, 

Burlington, 

Bedford, 

Clarendon, 

Con vis, 

Clarence, 

Homer, 

Eckford, 

Emmett, 



Allegan, 



Diitridi* 

5 
2 
6 
8 
5 
7 
5 
2 



Branch County, 

No. ichol's. 

128 

47 

1&8 



61 
177 
271 
139 

81 



Towns. 

Matteson, 

Ovid, 

Quincy, 

Sherwood, 

UnioUf 



Berrien County. 



8 


57 


New Bufialo^ 


1 


18 


Oronoke, 


8 


111 


3t Joseph, 


2 


64 


Wesaw, 


4 


205 




4 


242 






Cass County. 


2 


57 


Porter, 


4 


55 


Jefferson, 


2 


69 


Calvin, 


8 


85 


Howard, 


4 


179 


Penn, 


4 


125 


Ontwa, 


4 


108 




8 


55 






Calhoun County. 


4 


182 


Fredonia» 


2 


48 


Le Roy, 


6 


827 


Marshall, 


5 


125 


Marengo, 


4 


42 


Penfield, 


8 


117 


Sheridan, 


4 


02 


Tekonsha, 


2 


21 


Newton, 


8 


126 




6 


156 




6 


150 





Allegan County. 
4 143|Plainfield, 

I . 




51 



1 
2 
1 
1 

22 



8 
8 
2 
8 
I 
8 

41 



85 



1,564 



18 
52 
88 
12 

852 



125 

163 

50 

72 

87 
188 

1,816 



5 


81 


5 


116 


7 


812 


7 


318 


5 


77 


5 


180 


8 


78 


4 


71 



2,464 



S 



228 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 



853 



Barry County. 



Town*. 


, 0istricto. 


No.«ebor8. 


Towns. 


DlMrlcti. 


No. Khol'f. 


Spalding, 


2 


53 


Thorn Apple, 


1 


12 


JohnstowDi 


3 


2? 


Yankee Springs, 


1 


31 


B'lrrv, 


2 


21. 


. 






Hastings, 


2 


34 




11 


175 






Ingham County, 






Wheatfield, 


3 


49 


Stock bridge, 


3 


71 


White Oak, 


3 


55 


Onondaga, 


3 


65 


VevaVf 


2 


39 


Aurelius, 


3 


50 


AlaiedoOi 


4 


62 


Phelpstowo, 


1 


15 


Ingham, 


2 


57 


• 






Leslie, 


4 


97 




28 


560 


• 




Ionia County, 






Portland^ 


3 


64 


Ionia, 


2 


88 


Cass, 


2 


44 


■ 






Boston, 


1 


2r. 


' 


10 


271 


Lyons. 


2 


50 








- 




Jackson County^ 






Columbia, 


10 


289 


Parma, 


4 


134 


Concord, 


3 


111 


Pulaski, 


8 


56 


E ist Portage, 


3 


59 


Rives, 


4 


84 


Gross Lake, 


9 


277 Sandstone, 


5 


160 


Hanover, 


5 


137 


Springport, 


8 


57 


Henrietta, 


2 


5<l 


Spring Arbor, 


6 


197 


Jackson, 


11 


623 


Tompkins, 


1 


7 


Leoni, 


4 


119 


m 






Liberty, 


8 


148 




90 


2,804 


Napoleon, 


9 


301 












Clinton County. 






De Witt, 


2 


50 


Du Plain, 


1 


88 


Eagle, 


2 


50 


Ovid, 


1 


23 


Westphalia, 


1 


36 


Ossowa, 


1 


17 


Riley, 


1 


21 


. 






Bingham, 


1 


15 




10 


250 






Ottawa County. 






Ottawa, 


1 


52 


Tallmadge, 


2 

• 

3 


29 
81 


■ 




Hillsdale County. 






Allen, 


6 


95 


Pittsford, 


6 


140 


Canaan, 


2 


42 


Reading, 


4 


104 


Camden, 


2 


2:i 


Scipio, 


8 


100 


Cambria, 


1 


21 


Somerset, 


8 


193 


Fayette, 


4 


196 


Wheatland, 


8 


2:i5 


Litchfield, 


7 


182 


# 






Moscow, 


5 


185 




56 


1,525 


VoL IL 




45 









854 



J(NNT DOCUMENTS. 







Kalanuixoo County. 






Tfiwiii. 


Ptableii. 


No. Kbol's. 


ToWDf. 


JMitrfeli. 


No. id)or«. 


AlamOf 


2 


5(i 


Praire Ronde, 


8 


125 


Brady, 


5 


28'i 


Pavillion, 


8 


55 


Comstocky 


4 


135 


Portage, 


5 


127 


Cooper, 


8 


83 


Richlandy 


2 


80 


CbaHestowxii 


7 


224 


Roas, 


4 


87 


Climax, 


4 


121 


Texas, 


8 


55 


Oshtemo, 


8 


105 








KalamazoOy 


6 

• 


308 
Kent County. 


54 


1,790 


Byron, 


2 


52 


Walker, 


9 


72 


Kent, 


8 


177 


Vergennesi 


6 


163 


Paris, 


8 


59 








Plainfield, 


1 


54 




17 


577 






Lenawee County. 






Adrian, 


12 


396 


Palmyra, 


6 


147 


Bliasfield, 


7 


191 


RoHin, 


7 


167 


CumbridgOy 


6 


145 


Raisin, 


10 


298 


Dover, 


18 


341 


Ridgeway, 


4 


167 


Fairfield, 


9 


233 


Rome, 


10 


358 


Franklin^ 


9 


290 


Seneca, 


7 


174 


Hudson^ 


4 


99 


Tecumseh, 


9 


530 


Medina, 


4 


111 


Woodstock, 


6 


181 


Madison, 


10 


363 








Macon, 


5 


182 




148 


4,486 


Ogden, 


5 


78 












Livingston County. 






Marion, 


6 


102 


Iosco« 


5 


87 


Genoa, 


6 


162 


Deerfield, 


4 


94 


Howell, 


4 


107 


Tyrone, 


8 


84 


Hamburg, 


5 


113 


Green Oak, 


9 


207 


Putnam, 


4 


374 


LJnadilla, 


9 


203 


Brightony 


6 


163 


Hartland, 


8 


108 


Osceola, 


5 


121 








Conwayi 


1 


25 




72 


1,688 


Handy, 


8 


38 












Lapeer County. 






Atlas, 


8 


113 


Lapeer, 


8 


182 


Bristol, 


5 


178 


MaralboQ, 


1 


30 


Davison, 


1 


10 


Metaroora, 


3 


52 


Drydeny 


6 


193 


Richfield, 


2 


50 


Elba, 


1 


11 






■ 


Hadley, 


5 


94 




20 


868 



JOINT DOCUMENTa. 



S65 







EaUm County. 






TlDnru. 


niMilel. 


Vo, mhoft. 


TOWIM. 


VHMxkL 


No.wlral*i. 


Bdllevne, 


1 


08 


Chester, 


2 


29 


Carmel, 


1 


1 


Vermontville, 


1 


45 


Eaton, 


5 


78 


Ealamo, 


2 


89 


Oneidaj 


8 


52 


• 






Tyler, 


7 


111 




22 


459 






Oenesee County. 






Flint, 


8 


259 


Mundy, 


7 


105 


Flushing, 


8 


106 


Vienna, 


1 


80 


Fenton, 


4 


148 


• 






Grand Blanc, 





266 




86 


1,080 


Genesee, 


4 


116 












Macomb County. 






Brace, 


10 


851 


Sterling, 


4 


98 


Ray, 


8 


276 


Orange, 


2 


27 


Warren, 


4 


81 


Armada, 


6 


188 


Macomb, 





254 


I^nox, 


2 


64 


Washington* 


10 


41;) 


Clinton, 


5 


197 


Richmond, 


6 


122 


m 


— ^ 




Shelby, 


9 


412 




75 


2,478 






Monroe County* 






Ash, 


7 


808 


Lasalle, 


6 


888 


Bedford, 


6 


120 


Raisin ?ille. 


7 


172 


Dundee, 


7 


197 


Summerfield, 


4 


184 


Erie, 


2 


74 


Whiteford, 


8 


80 


Exeter, 


8 


52 


Milan, 


4 


82 


French Town, 


3 


148 


Monroe, 


8 


158 


Ida, 


8 


115 


m 






London* 


5 


87 




68 


2,105 






Oakland County. 






Addison, 


6 


140 


Orion, 


5 


158 


Avon, 





443 


Oakland, 


7 


281 


Bloomfield, 


10 


877 


Pontiac, 


9 


486 


Commercei 


8 


256 


Royal Oak, 


6 


262 


Brandon, 


5 


122 


Rose, 


4 


95 


Groveland, 


8 


in 


Southfield, 


6 


202 


Holley, 


8 


126 


Springfield, 
Troy, 


4 


185 


Oxford, 


4 


184 


18 


476 


IndependencOf 


5 


282 


Waterford, 


6 


246 


Farmington, 


11 


450 


West Bloomfield, 


10 


808 


Highland, 


6 


182 


White Lake, 


5 


106 


MUford, 


8 


288 


a 


...^ 


-1 ■■ 


Lyon, 


10 


284 




175 


6,284 


12 


486 









880 
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St. Clair CowUy. 






TOWBI. 


XNftrict 


. No. scbore. 


Towns, 


DlstrieL 


No^MlMrf/ 


Clyde, 


2 


51 


Port Huron, 


8 


191 


Berlin, 


4 


81 


Riley, 


1 


87 


China, 


5 


144 


St. Clair, 


8 


118 


CottrelTiUe, 


4 


178 








Clay, 


4 


IOC 




26 


900 






Shiawassee CoutUy* 






Caledonia, 


1 


26 


Burns, 


8 


67 


Pery, 


2 


25 


Vienna, 


4 


79 


Antrim, 


1 


23 


Shiawassee, 


6 


164 


Woodhull, 


1 


12 








Bennington, 


2 


59 




20 


444 






SL Joseph County, 






Leonidas, 


8 


85 


Florence, 


4 


151 


Colon, 


2 


&2 


Flowerfield, 


2 


79 


Bnrr Oak, 


4 


73 


Fabius, 


1 


35 


Fawn RI?er, 


4 


75 


Motlville, 


5 


167 


Nottawa, 


7 


2»0 


Constantino, 


6 


248 


Sherman, 


4 


21^ 




> 




Park, 


8 


7C 




45 


1,488 






Van Buren County. 






Cllnoh, 


4 


67 


Lafayette, 


2 


72 


Decatur, 


8 


82 


Lawrence, 


2 


61 


Keeler, 


1 


30 








Hamilton^ 


1 


29 




16 


898 


AmweVp, 


2 


57 












Wayne County, 






Brownstown, 


8 


132 


Nankin, 





808 


Canton, 


10 


302 


Romulus, 


5 


122 


Dearborn, 


6 


298 


Plymouth, 


18 


679 


Detroit' , 


6 


1,659 


Red ford, 


11 


851 


Greenfield, 


6 


188 


Sumpter, 


1 


11 


Harotramck, 


5 


450 


Van Buren, 


11 


817 


Huron, 


8 


109 








Livonia, 


8 


894 




104 


5,368 


Monguagon, 


2 


48 












Washtenaw County. 






Ann Arbor, 


H 


296 


Scio, 


10 


394 


Aueusta, 
Bridgewater, 


8 


189 
267 


Superior, 
Salem, 



14 


858- 
441 


Dexter, 


5 


178 


Saline, 


10 


802 


Freedom, 


6 


272 


Sylvan, 


8 


121 


Lodi, 


10 


816 


Sharon, 


7 


226 




6 


108 


Webster, 


7 


217 


Tiiindfin, 

1 

p 


2 


61 


Ypailanti, 


11 


882 



iOlNT 1X)CUM&NT8. 



Wt 



Wathtenan Cotattjf — CSoiUiiitied. 



•Town. DlfUict No. KliAlaii. j 


Town. DiMrieL 


N^idMlarg. 


Manchester^ 


6 20e 


York, 11 




363 


Northfield, 


9 251 








Pimslield, 


9 298 


157 




5,650 




Saginaw County* 






Saginaw, 

» 


2 

(D.) • 




109 


Books used \ 


tft ike District Schools — Reading Books. 


« 


The English reader 


' is 


New York reader. 


6 districts* 


used in 


59d districts. 


Murray's reader. 


6 


do 


New testament, 


206 do 


Popular lessons. 


1 


do ' 


Juvenile reader, 


125 do 


First, second and third 






Rhetorical reader, 


44 do 


class reader. 


2 


do 


First class book, 


24 do 


Union series. 


1 


do 


Youne reader. 
Easy lessons. 


25 do 


Col umbian orator, 


1 


do 


22 do 


American first selec- 




. 


Historical reader. 


19 do 


tions. 


•1 


do 


American reader. 


16 do 


High school reader. 


1 


do 


Child's guide. 


16 do 


Irwin's Columbus, 


1 


do 


Eclectic series. 


14 do 


Sequel to English, 


1 


do 


New England reader, 11 do { 


Parley's travels. 


2 


do 


American manual. 


12 do 


Reader's manual. 


1 


do 


National reader. 


9 do 


Mr8.Sieourney's letters, 1 


do 


American preceptoi 


•, 7 do 


Jack Halyard, 


8 


do 




Spelling Books. 






Webster's elementary 


Town's, 


20 districts. 


is used in 


682 districts. 


Sanders, 


15 


do 


Cobb's, 


78 do 


American, 


11 


do 




Dictionaries. 






Webster's in 


16 districts. Walker's in 


5 districts. 




Grasnmars. 






Kirkham's in 


356 districts. 


Brown's in 


19 districts. 


8 mith's. 


105 do 


Greenleaf's, 


17 


do 


M urray's, 


52 do 










Arithmetics. 






D aboil in 


866 districts. 


Ruger in 


8< 


iistricts. 


Smith, 


159 do 


Willets, 




do 


Adams, 


157 do 


Brown, 




do 


Colbum, 


57 do 


Thompson, 




do 


Ostrander, 


20 do 


Webster, 




do 


Davi% 


14 do 


Ray, 




do 


Cobb, 


11 do 


Gibbon, 




do 


Pike, 


11 do 









S8» 



JOfNT DOCUlfENTft 





Oecgrapkieg. 






Olney ia 


857 districts. 


Huntingdon in 


Odifltricts. 


Smith, 


119 do 


Goodrich, 




7 do 


Pariey, 
Woodbridge, 


02 do 


Village, 




2 do 


59 'do 


Morse, 




1 do 


Halte Brun, 


17 do 


Mitchell, 




1 do 




Histories. 






Hale's U. States in 


138 districts. 


Child's first 


history, 


8 districts* 


Goodrich's U. S., 


6 do 


Whelpley's 


compend. 


2 do 


First, second and third 








books of history. 


4 do 









Comstock's philosophy, 22dist'c8. 
Blake's philosophy, 1 do 

Comstock's chimistry, 7 do 

104 districts report *< all kinds of 
books." 

175 report "geographies*' gene- 
rally, not specifying the authors. 

179 report *• arithroetica" 

148 report ** spelling books." 



All others. 

Comstock's astronomy, 7 districts. 
First lessons in political 
economy, 1 do 

196 report '* grammars." 
128 report " histories.*' 
4 report " algebra.'' 
4 report " surveying." 
12 report »• philosophy." 
1 reports << navigation*'^ 
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^F— No. 1.) 

Aggregate sales from the eommencemenu Jufy 7, 16S7y to December 

1, 1841 — University, 



Number of acres sold. 



Whole amoum sold for. 



Average 
price per acf«. 



1837. 
1838. 
1889. 
1840. 
1841. 



6,402 92{ 

607 72 

181 75 

4,786 72 

. 615 92 

12,585 03 



9149,140 51 
10,804 40 

8,872 CO 
30,457 95 

9,696 90 



$22 97 

20 29 

21 30 
86 

16 18 

•17 42 



$203,471 76 

The whole ntimber of acres of university lands forfeited and r^ 
sold, is 172 2-100, amounting to $3,286 65. 

Primary School, 



Year. 



Number of acret aold. 



Whole amount aold for. 



AverafB 
price per aere. 



1837. 
1838. 
1839. 
1840. 
1841. 



33,973 60 
7,942 00 
7,438 03 
1,637 14 

11,988 07 



62,878 64 



)^412,341 91 
64,256 00 
64,450 12 
14,047 00 
66,043 10 



$12 18 I 
8 08 

8 661 

9 18} 
5 50 

$8 70 2-5 



$621,188 13 

The whole number of acres of school lands forfeited Imd re-flold, 
is 2,569 82-100, amounting to $26,452 59. 
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To individuals^ an Bond and Mortgage* 



es 



Dtte of bond. 



Aaoiiot loaned. 



Tbne lo ran. 



Intemt paid. 



Interest due 
IstAlarcii, 
IHII. 



August?, J 837, 
December 1. 1840, 
March 11, 1841, 
October 1, 1839, 
October 1, 1639, 
October 1, 1839, 
August 6, 1841, 
April 7, 1841, 
April 26, 1841, 
September 22, 1841, 



$2,500 OU 

725 00 

900 00 

925 00 

4,025 00 

1,050 00 

500 €0 

8,000 00 

200 00 

lUO 00 



Five years, 
Five years. 
Five years, 
Five years. 
Five years. 
Five years. 
Five years. 
Ten years. 
Six years, 
Five years. 



•350 00 


64 75 


840 00 


73 50 



$512 24 

63 00 

86 33 

680 11 

96 00 

19 85 

503 20 

. 10 70 

8 00 



Whole amount of university fund loaned to individuals, (2,500 00 
Whole cmount of primary school fund loaned to indi- 
viduals, 16,425 00 
Whole amount of interest paid, 1,328 25 
Whole amount unpaid, as calculated to 1st March, 1842, 1,976 43 
Add three years' interest on a bond for $600, the prin- 
cipal but not interest being paid, 126 00 
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(4), 

A^^egate appariumments to counties for schools. 



Coantiei. 


Pori^aa. 


For 1830. 


For 1640. 


ISIonroe, 


«fl,d40 BO 


«{778 80 


•502 00 


Lenawee, 


1,712 00 


1,677 20 


1,022 75 


Saginaw, 


80 64 


64 60 


52 00 


Kent, 




177 60 


139 25 


Genesee, 


850 08 


299 20 


252 25 


Allegan, 


130 52 


95 60 


76 80 


Eaton, 


110 08 


148 00 


58 50 


Barry, 




85 20 


44 50 


Calhoan, 


1,111 04 


949 20 


724 70 


Clinton, 




78 40 


63 25 


Branch, 


508 80 


424 80 


415 80 


Hillsdale, 


623 36 


867 60 


378 50 


Berrien, 


382 08 


854 40 


236 00 


Kalamazoo, 


645 44 


586 40 


350 75 


Ionia, 


122 24 


103 60 


70 25 


Ingham, 


107 52 


141 60 


126 50 


Mackinac, 




61 60 


51 00 


Ottawa, 


29 44 




15 50 


Cass, 


608 00 


478 80 


353 25 


Jackson, 


1,233 92 


1,028 80 


771 00 


Livingston, 


684 80 


636 80 


475 00 


Lapeer, 


195 84 


278 40 


236 50 


Macomb, 


1,185 28 


1,049 60 


664 75 


St Clair, 


565 28 


372 06 


189 75 


Shiawassee, 


86 40 


69 60 


107 00 


Van Buren, 


159 36 


149 60 


122 50 


Wayne, 


8,576 22 


2,600 80 


1,654 85 


Washtenaw, 


8,006 72 


2,296 80 


1,484 92 


Oakland, 


2,768 00 


2,311 60 


1,676 00 


6t Joseph, 


519 04 


694 00 


403 00 




•22,051 90 


$18,360 66 


$12,713 82 



Whole amount appropriated for 1838, 
do do 1839, 

do do 1840, 

Add amoont for Penn township the last year, by spe- 
cial act, 



$22,051 90 
18,360 66 
12,713 82 

526 00 



Total, 



•58,651 88 



JOINT DOCnMBNT& m 

(5.) 

Aggregate payments to the University, 

For 1837, $454 71 

For 1838, paid January 6, 1839, 9,171 42 

For 1939, paid January 6, 1840, 6,402 91 

For 1840, paid March, 1841, 2,268 61 

•18.292 66 



(6.) 

Agg;regate disbursements^ including expenses ofofieef losses ly agents^ 

uncurrent funds, ^c. 

For 1837, $2,879 18 

For 1838, 1,623 40 

For 1889, 1,814 28 

For 1840, 2,574 82 

For 1841, 1,254 50 

In the hands of Beeson, agent for 1888-9,* 1,777 72 

Uncurrent funds, 957 00 

$11,880 94 
* JodgiMMt Ins bten obtained afaliMt B. for tWi anoiiiii, ud «naitfQii tennd. 



(G,) . 
Report of the Board of Regents. 

jIb the Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

8itL — ^The undersigned, in pursi^uice of a resolution of the board 
of regents of the university of Michigan, passed on the 27th of No- 
vember ult, and, on their behalf, present to you their fourth annual 
report 

The attention of the board, which, in their last reportt it was sta- 
ted had been successfully directed to the branches, and to the diffu- 
sion, through them, of the means of much higher instruction than 
could be had in primary schools and private academiesy had also been 
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sedulously bestowed on the necessary means and preparation for the 
organization of a faculty, and the opening of the university. The 
views by which the board were influenced in relation to the branch- 
es, the success attending them, and the measures adopted for the pro- 
curement of a library, a mineralogical cabinet, and specimens ia 
botany and zoology, for the erection of professors' houses and the 
main building, and for the inclosure of the college grounds at Ann 
Arbor, haye already been detailed. 

During the past year, the main edifice has been completed ; a cis- 
tern sufficiently large to furnish at all times an abundant supply of 
water in case of fire, and other conveniences for the occupancy of 
the buildings, have been added, and the whole finished in the most 
workman'*like manner. 

The cabinet of natural history and the library, which had been 
temporarily placed in one of the professor's houses, have been tran** 
ferred, each, to one of the large rooms in the main building appro- 
priated to their use, so that the benefits of the library may be had, 
under the care of the librarian, agreeably to the rules which have 
been adopted by the board, and where the mineralogical cabinet has 
been opened, and will be arranged under the direction of Doctor Ik 
Houghton, Professor of mineralogy^ gpology and chimistry, whose 
eervices, in this and other general interests, as a member of the fa^ 
culty, have been of great value ; although, in consequence of the 
classes not yet being sufficiently advanced, he has not been required 
to deliver lectures, or any instruction to them, in his department, 
and has therefore declined any salary from the board, but generously 
rendered his services for the benefit of the institution. To the libra- 
ry there have been added, during the past year, the hound volumes 
of the public documents of this state and of the United States, to^ 
gether with Conversations Lexicon^ in German, 13 8vo volumes, by 
Doctor Charles W. Borup, of La Pointe, Lake Superior, and some 
six volumes of Spanish and German mineralogical worksj by Baron 
LiEDEREE, late Austrian Consul at New York. The mineralogical 
cabinet has been increased by the addition of a small box of speci- 
mens from Baron Liederer, and very considerably by i^eoimeni 
collected during the current year, by the gentlemen engaged in the 
geological survey of this state. The cabinet of mineraki porohaaed 
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ia 11187 from Baron Liederer, for the sum of $4,000, and lately 
opened by Dr. D. HonoRTON, who is now occupied in arranging them 
In cases according to their scientific classification, proves to be a very 
rich and valuable collection. It contains as we are informed by him, 
almost every known mineral, with the greater portion of the varie- 
ties, and may be fairly estimated to equal, if not to exceed, any col* 
lection of foreign minerals in the United States, being a much richer 
cabinet than that of Yale, which originally cost 820,000, and has 
aince been greatly increased. In addition to this, the entire cabinet 
of the university comprehends a very extensive collection of rock 
specimens, fossils, American minerals, together with a zoological 
collection of great value, altogether forming greater facilities and 
inducements for study in natural history, than can be had in any in- 
stitution in this country. 

At an early period af^er the commencement of the last year, it 
was foreseen that, by the necessary expenses incurred in the erec- 
tion of buildings, in the prbcurement of library and cabinet, and in 
Ihe support of seven different branches of the style and character 
which have heretofore been reported, the sum of 8100,000, obtain- 
ed on loan by means of the state bonds, and put into the hands of 
the board, to enable them to commence operations as early as possi- 
ble, by anticipating the moneys that would become due on the ac'ual 
sales of university lands, would be so far expended as to embarrass 
the lurther operations of the board, unless there should be a greater 
amount of interest and instalments paid in by purchasers, than, from 
the experience of one or two preceding years, it was feared would 
be realized during the coming. The reduction of the minimum price 
of lands, and the measures for the retid* of purchasers, adopted by 
the legislatures of 1840 and '41, it was believed by the board, would 
have an effect contrary to that which they intended by it, and cause, 
as has actually been the case, much less money to be received, du- 
ring the coming year, instead of replenishing the means of the board. 
To continue the branches upon the system originally established, and 
to organize t^e main institution therefore, it was foreseen, would be 
impracticable, wiUiout further resources than those at the command 
of the board, at least, it could not be continued for more than a year 
or eighteen months at furthest, if attempted^ The value of tbo 

Vol. II. 48 , 
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branches was felt to be great, and the importance of opening thd 
main institution still greater, inasmuch as the interests of education 
called for it, and all the necessary buildings and preparations had 
been completed. The idea was conceived that, possibly, now since 
the branches bad been established and in successful operation, a 
change might be made in the system, which would subject the hoard 

* 

to less expense, continue to foster the branches, and afford means to 
justify the opening of the university. Accosdingly, a change waa 
resolved upon, and instead of the board's undertaking to support the 
branches by paying the principals and teachers salaries, and receive 
ing the avails of tuition, it was determined that, from and after the 
19th of August* there should be 'the sum of only (500 appropriated 
to each branch, the principal to be allowed to appropriate the pro* 
ceeds of tuition to his own use, and to be at the sole expense of em^ 
ploying and paying his necessary assistants, as well as meeting all 
expenses for repairing buildings. This reducti(Mi of expenses, it was 
believed, would enable the board to sustain the branches, and to open 
the main institution. The effect of the change, in so far as concerns 
the branches, has been the cessation of three, viz : those of Pontiac, 
Monroe and Niles. The remainder continue to flourish and extend 
their advantages to th^ places where they are situated. This change, 
moreover, has enabled the board to organise a foculty, and open the 
main institution. 

It was believed, that the number of students who might ofier, while 
they were sufficiently numerous to require some measures to enable 
them to obtain collegiate advantages in their own state, would, never- 
theless, not be sufficient to justify the appointment of a full faculty. 
Should none offer but for the Freshman and Sophomore, the two in- 
ferior classes, it would not be necessary to have a full faculty. Two 
professors, one for the languages, and the other for mathematics, 
who might be competent to conduct the students of such classes, in 
their collateral studies, would be adequate to all the necessary du- 
ties ; and thus save the board from the expense of the salaries of a 
chancellor and other professors, whose services, in the business of 
instruction, would not be required till the classes were more advan- 
ced. The expense, for the support of a full faculty, would be so 
disproportionate to the limited number of students, as to make many 
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feel, thai the expenditure would be altogether too grefit, and thus ex- 
cite jealousies against the institution, and destroy confidence in the 
regents. Besides, it was doubted whether, with so little certainty as 
to the future means of the board under the existing state of things, 
aixl with no power whatever possessed by the regents to attend to, 
ooUect, and manage the revenue of the university, or to urge the 
fiscal officers, as at present constituted by law their guardians, to ex- 
pedite or coerce the collection of that revenue, it would be possible 
to induce any gentleman, fully qualified for the office of chancellor, 
or persons selected for their attainments and worth for the different 
professorships, to accept of appointments, should they be tendered to 
them. It would have most naturally, and certainly been asked, by 
such, had they been appointed, what security con you offer for the 
payment of our salaries ? What prospect can reasonably be enter- 
tained that you will be able to carry the institution forward more 
than another >earl What direction or control have the regents 
over the finances and revenue of the university 1 On whom shall 
we be dependent from year to year for the payment. of our salaries ? 
On the regents, or the superintendent of public instruction, or the 
legislature ? May we not be subjected to expense and privations, in 
removing to your state, and aHer having fairly got into our offices, 
and begun to discharge our duties, find ourselves deserted, without 
funds, and knowing not to whom to look for the payment of our sa- 
laries ? And is it at all reasonable, for you to ask us to place our- 
selves in such embarrassing circumstances, to mnke an experiment 
80 perilous, or for us to run risks, so fraught with danger to our re- 
putation and usefulness, and personal and domestic comfort and 
peace f To all such questions we could have but expressed our con- 
fidence in the legislature, who might authorize future loans, or co- 
erce the payment of outstanding interest, or adopt some.measures to 
secure greater efficiency in the collection of the revenue. The dis- 
astrous history of universities and colleges in different states of this 
Union, where the appropriations for their support were dependent on 
legislative bodies, changing with every year, and no permanent body 
of trustees or regents held responsible and furnished with competent 
power for the cellection and management of the revenue, we fear, 
would have been appealed to^ in opposition to all our most sanguine 
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hopeSf that 6uch would not be the history of the umTenhy of Hicbk 

gan. 

These, and such like considerations, induced the board to adopt 
the most prudent and cautious plan, and one which would not be so 
likely to issue in disappointment, and in the rejection of their invi* 
tations. Having been apprised that several branches #ould cease 
their operations in consequence of the change they had been con-' 
strained to make in the appropriations, and, it being certain, that two 
if not more, valuable, worthy, and in every respect fully qualified 
instructors, known and proved to be such by their services already 
as principals of branches in the employment of the board, would 
thus be thrown out of their situations, it was judged that no better or 
more desirable course could be pursued, than to secure the services 
of such as might be obtained, and transfer them from their places in 
the branches, to the professorships in the university, which must be 
immediately filled in the order to its being opened. Accordingly, 
Mr. Geo. P. Wiluams, late principal of the branch at Pontiac, and 
the Rev. Mr. Joseph Whitino, late principal of the branch at Niles, 
were unanimously appointed in August last, professors in the univer- 
sity, the former of mathematics, and the latter of Latin and Greek 
languages, and the 25th of September ordained for the opening of 
the collegiate department of the university at Ann Arbor. It was, 
at the same time, made the duty of these gentlemen, to organize the 
students who might offer and were qualified, into collegiate classes, 
and to superintend their instruction in all the collateral branches of 
a collegiate education. Believing* also, that a much larger propoi^ 
tion of students who might offer, would not be sufficiently advanced 
in their studies, to enter, even the lowest collegiate clsss, it was de- 
termined to organize a preparatory school, for the reception of such, 
where they might, as speedily as possible, qualify themselves to 
enter the university. This preparatory school has been put substan- 
tially on the same foundation, and subjected to the same general 
rules with the difierent branches, but is to subject the board to no ad- 
ditional expense. The sum of $500 per annum was voted as the 
salary of each professor. The occupancy, free of rent, by each, of 
<Mie of the houses built for the use of the professors, was further vo- 
ted ; and, in consideration of their discharging the duties of princi- 
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]pal of the preparatory school or branch at Ann AAot, atid conduct' 
ingy hee of all ezpeDse to the board, the studies of the youth in it, 
they were allowed to appropriate to their own use the moneys recei* 
Table for tuition, just as under the present system is done in the se* 
veral branches. 

By the organic law of the university, the students in the collegiate 
department are exempt from all charges for tuition. An executive 
committee was appointed, whose duties, it was resolved by the board, 
should be the same, in relation to the main institution, with those of 
the committee of branches in relation to them. The report of this 
committee, w^ich will be found in the appendix, (No. 1,) will show 
what they have done, what is the schedule of studies, and the gone* 
ral provisions of the government adopted for the collegiate classes. 

The experiment thus far, of opening the main institution, upon 
the plan adopted, bos more than realized the sanguine expectations 
of the board ; and the report of the faculty, which will be found in 
appendix (Na 2,) will show its present condition, and the measure 
of success which has attended it^ 

The situation of the several branches will appear from the report 
of the committee of branches, found in appendix (Na 8,) and the 
regulations with regard to the library, from the report of the appro-* 
priate committee, appendix (No. 4.) From the report of the con^ 
mittee of finance, which is also appended, (No. 6,) it will be seen 
that the balance of money on hand, on the first day of January, 1841, 
was $22,314 78, to which has been added, during the current year, 
for interest from the Bank of Michigan, and for amount of warrant 
on the state treasurer, dsc, no more than to make the total amount 
of moneys belonging to the board, #25,828 83. AAer deducting the 
various sums due for interest on state bonds, insurances, salaries of 
professors, principals, teachers, expenses in erecting university build- 
ings at Ann Arbor, and other expenditures, amounting to tl6,6ft8 
50, there remains in the treasury a balance of t8y674 88. Of 
this sum, the only available portion is the item of (1,721 91, in 
Michigan state scrip, nominally equal in amount to the outstand- 
ing warrants— the condition of the Bank of Michigan havmg ren« 
dered the amount in their hands not immediately subject to the drafts 
of the board ; and. the balance of the loan having been anticipated 
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inadvertently by the ttreararer acting in the doable capacity of the 
representative of the board as their treasurer, and of the bank as 
their cashier. It will be perceived, as the committee remark, that 
the affiiirs of the board have reached a crisis, and one which has 
been looked forward to, by the board, with much anxiety. It was 
hoped that the legislature of 1840, would have made such changes 
in the organic law of the university, as would have rendered the coN 
lection of the funds of the university more efficient, and given the 
board, who have to bear all responsibility for the well and faithful 
naanageraent of their trust, the powers absolutely necessary for the 
prompt and punctual discharge of their duties. A communication 
OB this subject was submitted, at that time, to the appropriate officers 
of government, being the unanimous expression of the views of the 
board. In this, the board were disappointed. When the legislature 
of that year, however, required from the board a prompt report to 
be laid before that of 1841, at the commencement of their session, it 
was again hoped, that the subject would not be lost sight of in the 
crowd of business, but that the board would have the powers confer* 
red on them which are so indispensable to the welfare and permanent 
succeoi of the university. In this, too, they were disappointed. No 
action was had on the subject by the legislature. Being utterly des- 
titute of all power to look after the moneys due to the university, 
and having had but little put into their hands, for the last two years, 
by the payment of interest, the board had no other means than the 
proceeds of the loan negotiated with the Bank of Michigan by the 
aothority of the legislature of 1888. The public expected, and the 
State of things called for, the opening of the university at the earliest 
possible period. This could not be done without appropriate and 
Beceasary bi^^ildinga The board lost no time, therefore, in construct- 
ing* what, in the commencing of the university, might be necessary. 
These have been finished, in a style which does credit to the state, 
and at a very reasonable cost, compared with the excellence, dura- 
bility and classic taste of the workmanship, and the value of the ma- 
terials. Moreover, it was required that branches should be organ- 
ized and supported, and the wants and demands of several interesting 
sections of the state called for it The board endeavored, in both 
respeetsi to meet Ihe wishes of the legislature and the expectations 
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of the pttblio. They did not anticipate any embammment ffom th« 
want of means necessary for the carrying on of the university, until 
it was ascertained that the interest due on the sales of land^ woM 
not be paid, and the action of the legislature^ reducing the minimum 
price of lands and delaying the payment of the intereet, excited the 
fears of the board, that there would not be money enough collected 
to meet the current expenses, to pay the interest on the loan, and to 
liquidate it when it became due. The board are confident, that had 
the changes in the organic law, which were asked for in 1840 and 
again in 1841, been authorized, the afiairs of the university would 
have been. Dot only at -this time but prospectively! as prosperous as 
could be desired. There is oiuch to encourage the board, and to 
give the prospect of permanent success, could they but realize the 
moneys due to the university, and receive the interest regularly ac- 
cruiog from the sale of lands. Should their plans be defeated, to 
this source only may that defeat be traced. It appears from the 
statement of the committee of finance, that the resources of the board 
for moneys due and receivable during 1842, without reference to the 
interest due on university lands sold during the year 1841, amount 
to f 58,210 62. This sum would be more than adequate to meet all 
the necessary expenses of the university and branches, to increase 
the faculty, if the number of students should require it, to pay the 
interest due on the state bonds for the loan of 1^100,000, to purchase 
a philosophical apparatus, to commence the botanical garden, to 
erect a laboratory, to contribute to a sinking fund, as well as to meet 
auch unforeseen and contingent expenses as are ineidenf to the confr* 
mencement of such an institution. The board feel a deep solicitude 
on this subject ; for judging from the experience of the two past 
years, there is but little reason to believe that even the amount n^ 
cessary to prevent the actual suspension of all appropriations to 
branches, and the dismission of the faculty, will be collected during 
the coming year. Nor can the board, according to the existing laws, 
move in the matter, or employ any means, or influence, or agency 
whatever, for the collectk>n of the funds of the university. It is 
judged but reasonable, that they who are held responsible to the pub- 
lic, and will be looked to by the legislature for the faithfal discharge 
of their trust, would be able to know what are their means and r»- 
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souroes, and what they may reasonably expect and calculate upon 
from year to year. It is impossible to give any thing like consish 
tency and permanency to their plans without this. Already have 
they been necessitated to derange their plans, and to adopt measures 
which have involved them in unpleasant difficulties with some in 
their employ, and which have given occasion to others, unacquain- 
ted with the facts, to reproach the integrity and rectitude of the board. 
It is understood that payments of moneys due to the university, 
are, and will be made in state scrip, a depreciated currency, which, 
in their judgment, is in violation of the sacred trust reposed in the 
guardians of education in this state, by the splendid gift of the donors, 
and which, if not arrested and prevented, cannot fail to subject the 
board to the most ruinous embarrassments. 

The committee of financd have made some suggestions on the sub- 
ject of relieving the debtors of the university from a portion of the 
burthen, resulting from the extravagance of former years, as an ex- 
pedient for increasing the annual receipts. But the board think that 
the experiments already made on this subject, afford no ground for 
auch a hope, and that the trust reposed in them and in this state, by 
the government of the United States, as well as their obligations to 
the community at large, the interests of science, the welfare of our 
entire population, and the character of Michigan hereafter, and of 
uabom generations, require a sacred adherence to existing engage- 
ments, which may be done without diminishing the resources of the 
university, or perpetrating injustice or oppression toward any of its 
debtors. The board deprecate legislative action in this matter, and 
feel persuaded, that a judicious investigation of the entire relations 
and responsibilities of the regents, of the claims of the community 
for the best disposal of the munificent grant of the United States for 
the purposes intended, and of the immense importance and necessity 
for such a trust to be totally disconnected from and unembarrassed 
by any party political action whatever, will convince every unpre- 
judiced mind, that these funds should be deemed sacred ; and while 
the board should be held, at all times, fully responsible for the right 
and beet management of them, in carrying out the design of the do- 
nor, they should be furnished with the powers essential to the dis- 
charge of such duties and responsibilitieB. The history of all coll^ 
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giate ln8titQti<ms, in this oountry, dependent immediately on tlie state, 
has shown, that they have never prospered, as long as they have 
been subjected to the influence of desultory legislation^ of the un- 
certainty from year to year, whether any system adopted by one le- 
gislature might not be changed by the next, and of the want of an 
efficient beard of trustees or regents, of sufficient permanence, and 
possessed of adequate powers, for the responsible care and manage- 
ment of their interests, both literacy and pecuniary. , The establish- 
ment of a collegiate institution in a free state, and the conducting of 
its interests, should ever be upon liberal j^inciples, and irrespective 
ef all seetariui predilections and prejudices. Whatever varieties of 
sect exist in these United States, the great mass of the population 
profess an attachment to Ckristianitt, and, as a people, avow them- 
selves to be Cheistiax. There is common ground occupied by them 
all, sufficient for co-operation in an institution of learning, and for the 
presence of a religious influence, devoid of any sectarian forms and 
peculiarities, so essential, not only as the most efficient police, but 
also for the development and formation of the roost valuable traits 
of youthful character, and of qualifications for future usefulness. 
Experiments, made in other states, by catering to the morbid preju- 
dices of sectarians, have only embarrassed the institutions of the 
state, and matured the growth of numerous and rival colleges, avow- 
edly sectarian. Attempts made to exclude all religious influence 
whatever from the college, have only rendered them the sectarian 
engines of an atheistical or infidel party or faction, and so offended 
and disgusted, the majority of the population agreeing in their re- 
spect for a common Christianity, that 'they have withdrawn their sup* 
port, confidence and patronage, and left them to drag a miserable 
existence, till they invoked the presence and influence of the chris- 
tian religion in them. The only security that can be had f<Nr the 
avoidance of sectarianism, and the necessary and desirable influence 
of Christianity, in the conduct o£ a collegiate institution, intended to 
be the common property of the state, is to be sought in the cfaarac- 
Cer and principles of the men who are placed over it, and held re- 
sponsible for its administration. There are men to be found in all 
the different christian sects, of sufficiently expanded views and libe- 
spirit, and enlightened minds^ devoid of tbe spirit of bifQtiy» and 
VoL II. 49 




S89 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Barrow prejudices of sect and of portj, that can be selected and de- 
puted to such a work, whose public B|Nrit and philanthropy, and 
whose love of country, and attachments to tbe interests of their state 
and its entire population, will always furnish tbe best and only true 
guaranty against the evils of sectarianism. The board are happy 
to state the fact, without meaning in the le^ to commend them- 
selves, that while they consist of gentlemen from almost, if not all, 
the principal christian sects in our state, there has nothing occurred, 
in their individual intercourse, their deliberations or debates, or any 
of their official acts, which has ever elicited occasion for the expres- 
sion, or even the existence of jealousy and suspicions, growing onl 
of sectarian prejudices or attachments. '— 

All of which 13 respedtfuUy submitted. 

GEa DUFFIELD, 
J. OWEN, 
MARTIN KUNDIG, 

Committee. . 
Detroit^ December 2Q, 1841. 

DetroUf Decemher 24, 1841. 
At a meeting of the board of regents of the university of Michi- 
gan, held at the office of the secretary, m the city of Detroit, on the 
20th day of December instant, Mr. Duffield, from the committee ap- 
pointed to prepare the annual report of the board, to the superinten- 
dent of public instruction, submitted the foregoing report, which, 
having been read, was, on motion of Doctor Pitcher, accepted and 
adopted by the board. And, on like motion, it was 

Beeolvedf That the committee who reported the same, be, and 
they are hereby authorized to procure two hundred additional copies 
of said report 

J. KEARSLEY, 
(Attest,) President pro tempore. 

A. Ten Etck, Secretary. 

Appendix No. I — Report of the Executive Committee* 

The executive committee was organized on the Idth of AngosC, 
1S4I, and conflKta of Messnk PitGher, Wilkins and Duffield. The 
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Aitie* raqiuired of tbetn are ia general the same in reference to the 
main institutton, which the conmiittee on branches discharge towards 
them. It was made their special duty, in concert with the profe»- 
eors, to prepare a code of laws for the government of the univei^ 
dty. 

The faculty was organized by the board on the 13th day of Au- 
gusty 1841« by the appointment of a professor of languages and a 
professor of mathematics, who were required to organize and to in- 
struct the collegiate classes, according as the number of the students, 
for the present, may demand their services. They are also required to 
organize and conduct a preparatory school at Ann Arbor, and to die* 
diarge toward it the duties required of the principals of the branches. 

The committee visited Ann Arbor soon thereafter, and having 
conferred and corresponded with the faculty, it was judged best to 
avail themselves of the advantage of experience, and not, for the 
present, draft any very extensive code of laws, such as may be re- 
quired when the university becomes more extended, and comprises a 
greater number of classes and students. A few general laws, capa- 
ble of application by the faculty to all the exigencies of the govern- 
ment of the institution in its incipient condition, were thought to be 
preferable, in every respect, to more detailed and minute legislation, 
prospectively to meet contingencies which might not be realized, and 
which experience, ere they would arise, would require to be modifi- 
ed. Accordingly, the code of laws which has been adopted for the 
present, is the same with that adopted and in use for the branches, 
as far as their general provisions are applicable to the main insiitu- 
tion. Much in the early stage of Ihe institution, will depend on the 
wisdom and fidelity, the prudence and zeal, the vigilance and ener- 
gy, the industry and discernment of the faculty. It has, therefore, 
been judged best to define the general features of the government 
only as a guide to them, till future experience may qualify them and 
the guardians of the institution, the better to adapt to the state of 
things in the university of Michigan, such rules and regulations as 
are found useful in other institutions. 

Under these impressions, the schedule of studies for the collegiate 
classes has not be^ sketched farther than for the two inferior, viz : 
the Freshmen and Sophomorci which are all that have been organi- 
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zed. The following are the terms for admission to the FreefatiMI 
classt and the studies of that and the Sophomore classes. 

Terms of Admission, 
Candidates for admission in the Freshmen class, are examined in 
Arithmetic, the Elements of Algebra, Geography, Cicero's Orations/ 
Sallust, Virgil, Jacobs' Greek I(eader, the Four Gospels, and Latin 
and Greek Prosody ; and are required to furnish satisfactory testi** 
menials of good moral character. 

Studies of the Freshmen Class, 
Jamieson's Rhetoric, I)e Sacy's General Grammar, Livy, HoraeOt 
DiHoway's Roman Antiquities, Prosody, and Exercises in writing 
Latin, Homer's Illiad, Herodotus, Thucydides, Xenophon, Lysias, 
Isocrates, Demosthenes, Cleveland's Grecian Antiquities and Exer- 
cises in writing Greek, Bowdon's Algebra, Legendre's Geometry^ 
Natural Histoiy. 

Studies of the Sophomore Clasfs, 
Tacitus' History, Germany and Life of Agricola, Terence, Sve* 
tonius, Greek Philosophers ; Homer's Odyssey, Application of Alge- 
bra to Geometry, Trigonometry, Mensuration, Davies' Analytical 
Greometry and descriptive Geometry, Davies' Surve3ring, Whateley's 
Logic, Rhetoric. 

The number of students in the main and preparatory institutions, 
and the present condition of both, are not at present accurately 
known to us, as the committee are waiting for the report of the fa- 
culty. The prospects of the university are flattering, and the com- 
mittee think that the short experience since the opening of both, 
have fully justified the steps whidi the board took for the opening of 
the main institution, and organizing a preparatory department at 
Ann Arbor. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Z. PITCHER, 
ROSS WILKINS, 
GEO. DUFFIELD, 

Executive 
Mrt^embef 27, 184L 
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Appendix No* f^^Repmi of the FaeuUff* 

Ponniant to instructions from the committee of the board of re- 
KentSy we proceeded on the 25th of September to organize the aca- 
demic classes of the university. Information previously obtained^ 
had led us to expect applications for admission to a standing as far 
advanced at least as the beginning of the second year. Arrange- 
ments were therefore made to organize and instruct the Freshmen 
and Sophomore classes. All applicants for admission have been ex- 
amined, and six have been received as members of the Freshmen 
class, while only one is pursuing the studies of the Sophomore class. 
Two others, who were in advance of the Freshmen class in some 
studies but deficient in others, will join that class the next term. It 
is hoped that additions will be made to both the classes before the 
close of the academic year* 

A preparatory department was also organized at the same time, in 
which the same course of instruction is pursued as in the branches 
of the university. In this department there have been during the 
current term, twenty-three students, of whom all, except two, are 
pursuing studies preparatory to the university course, and seven will 
piobably be able to enter the next Freshmen class. 

In deciding on the conditions of admission, we have been govern- 
ed by the general instructions of the committee, viz : to require such 
an amount of previous attainment as would place the university, in 
that reqpect, on an equality with the best colleges in the United 
States. 

In regard to the plan of studies for the first two years of the course, 
which plan has been published by direction of the committee, some 
remarks may be proper by way of explanation. 

Assuming that the object .of the board of regents is to furnish to 
the youth of our state an opportunity of acquiring a superior educa- 
tion, we have considered mental dUdpline and mental JumUvre as 
the two great points to be kept in view in the arrangement of 
studies, the selection of text books and the method of instruction. 
Although the latter of these two points may never be lost sight of, 
yet the former seems to require special attention in the early part of 
the aeade mi o course In this part, therefore, those branches of study 
are prescribedi and those methods of instruction pursued, which 
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Beem best adapted to form in the student habits of fixing the atten- 
tion, directing the train of thought, analyzing with nice discrimiaa'- 
tion, balancing carefully, evidence presented to the judgment, and 
arranging and systematizing the knowledge acquired by the memory* 
The study of ancient languages and of pure mathematics, therefore, 
occupy the greater part of the first two years of the course. The 
recitations and exercises in these branches are conducted in a man-* 
ner that is designed to throw the student as much as possible upon 
the resources of his own mind — ^to rouse his individual energy and 
to give those habits of mental activity without which the best appa- 
ratus of libraries and scientific collections can do little more than 
afford the means of idle amusement. 

We are of opinion that the text books named in our schedule of 
studies for the first two years, should, so far as the department of lan- 
guages is concerned, be regarded as indicating rather die amourU of 
such languages to be read in the proposed time, than the authors 
whose works are to be read. For, while they are certain authors 
of such acknowledged excellence in both the Latin and Greek lan- 
guages, that no man of liberal education should be unacquainted 
with their writings, there are others among those ordinarily read in 
colleges in this country, whose claim to preference is by no means 
such as to warrant their exclusive use. Nor do we see any suffi- 
cient reason for requiring each class to read precisely the same au- 
thors, whilst some variety in this respect might promote the taste for 
classical learning. We, therefore, respectfully suggest to the com- 
mittee that this matter be left subject to such arrangements from year, 
to year, as the progressive standard of liberal education in the coun* 
try shair require. 

Natural history has been inserted in the list of studies of the first 
two years, under the impression that, with the means provided for 
this purpose, the subject might be commenced early in the course 
with advantage. Besides the knowledge that would be acquired, it 
would serve to vary the objects of attention for the student, and could 
be made valuable as a means of forming habits of classification and 
arrangement We are aware, however, that a knowledge of the 
principles of chimistry must precede any attempt to give thoieugh 
instruction in natural science. 
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Bach fltudetit in the college classes, pays a fee of (10 on hia adr 
tnissioD^ and a tax for incidental expenses of about $2 50 per temv 
In the preparatory department, the students pay tuition as in the 
branches of the university. Six dollars per term is charged for tui- 
tion, and an incidental tax of from 'fifty cents to Cl 50 per term. 

Board may be obtained at from $1 50 to $2 00 a week. Wa3hing 
is obtained at from three to six shillings per dozen. Fire-wood costs 
the students from $1 25 to $1 50 per cord. 

JOSEPH WHITING, 

Professor of Languages* 
GEORGE P. WILLIAMS, 

Professor of MaihemaHes^ 
DOUGLASS HOUGHTON, 
Professor of Geology^ Minerahgy and ddwUstry* 
Ann ArhoTf December 18, 1841. 



Affpendix No. 3 — Report of the Committee an Branches. 

The committee on branches, in compliance with a resolution of 
the board, respectfully submit the following report : 

At the close of the late academic year, there were in operation, 
seven branches of the university — one at Pontiac, one at Monroe, 
one at Detroit, one at Kalamazoo, one at Niles, one at Tecumseh 
and one at White Pigeon. At the branches, there were engaged 
seven principals and thirteen assistant teachers, and there were in 
attendance 147 male and 100 female pupils. 

Circumstances known to the board, affecting the financial pros- 
perity of the university, induced the regents at an early period af\er 
closing their annual report for 1840, to reduce the appropriations 
for the support of the branches to 8500 a year for each, in addition 
to the amount that might be received for tuition. This change be" 
ing prospective, did not go fully into effect till the close of the sum- 
mer term in August, when the Rev. Pofessor Fitch and the Rev. Mr. 
Center, each the principal of a branch, left the service of the board. 

Tour committee on being directed by the hoard to establish a 
branch or preparatory department at Ana Arbor» and to organize 
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collegiate classes under the direction of the principal of the bnmchf 
transferred to diat post Mr. 6. P. Williams, from the charge of tlw 
branch at Pontiac, on vhom die board also conferred the appoixit* 
ment of professor of languages. The comqiittee, in conformity to 
instructions, gave public notice of the action of the board, of the ap* 
pointment of Mr. Williams as principal and professor, and of quali- 
fications of applicants for admission to the Freshmen class, which 
are as follows : ^* Applicants for admission must adduce satisfactory 
evidence of good moral character, and sustain an examination in 
geography, arithmetic, the elements of algebra, the grammar of the 
English, Latin and Greek languages ; the exercise and reader of 
Andrews, Cornelius Nepos, Vita Washingtonii, Sallust, Cicero's 
orations, Jacob's Greek reader and the Evangelists." 

The transfer of Mr. Williams to Ann Arbor, and the resignation 
of Me^rs. Fitch and Center, left the branches at Pontiac, Detroit and 
Monroe to be re-organized, which was done by appointing the Rev- 
Mr. Meigs an assistant at White Pigeon, to the charge of the branch 
at Detroit, and Mr. S. Hough to that at Monroe, where he had ren- 
dered valuable service as the assistant of Mr. Center. When the 
board at its session in August, withdrew the appropriations to the 
principals of branches at Niles, Monroe, Pontiac and Detroit, Mr. 
Hough and the Rev. Joseph Whiting resigned their appointments as 
principal of the branch at Monroe and Niles. These two, as well as 
the branch at Pontiac, are for the present suspended. 

The branches at Tecumseh, White Pigeon, Kalamazoo and De- 
troit, remain in successful operation ; the latter, without the aid of 
an appropriation from the board of regents. The following table 
exhibits the state of the branches at the present time : 





Principals. 


Nvmlierof 
pupils. 


OepMrtment 
orfangoages 


Bnstiib d«. 
pafuaeat 


Detroit, 
Kalamazoo, 
White Pigeon, 
Tecumseh, 
Ann Arbor, 

Total, 


Rev. M. Meigs, 
Rev. Wm. Dutton, 
Rev. S. Newberry, 
Mr. A. Harvie, 
Profs, Williams ds 
Whiting, 


24 

87t 
48 

23 

210 


24 
28 
13 
27 

21 

lid 


26 
78 
31 
80 

2 
166 



^Matoi46)Paiialet9r{ tMdst M ; Fepatoi 11. 
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Under edsting anrangements, the principals of branches are au- 
thorized to provide their own aasistantSy the principals only, having 
their appointment from the board. This remark explains in part, 
the great reduction of the number of teachers employed by (he board. 
During the year, a branch has also been located at Romeo, in the 
ioou&ty of MacoQub. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Z. PITCHER, 
J. KEARSLEY, 
OEORGE DUFFIELD. 
C^mmiUee on Branches. 
November 27, 1841. 



Appendix No. 4 — Report of the Library Committee, 
The committee on the library report, that the books of which a 
catalogue has been printed, belonging to the university, have been 
carefully preserved in temporary cases prepared for them, in one of 
the houses for professors; Sin.ce the organization of the faculty, it 
has been judged best that measures should be taken for the purpose 
of giving the institution the advantages appropriately arising to it 
fjrom the possession of the library. Rules and regulations have, 
therefore, been prepared with the co-operation and concurrence of 
the faculty and librarian, for the purpose of rendering those advan- 
tages available. The following are the regulations which, for the 
present, have been adopted : 

Regulations for the Library. 

1. The librarian, or his assistant, shall keep the key of the library 
and shall permit none but the regents of the university and members 
of the faculty to enter the library, except in his company. 

2. The librarian shall keep a catalogue of the books of the library, 
and an account of all books borrowed therefrom, including the name 
pf the borrower and the time of delivery of the book. 

3. The library shall be opened for the delivery of books once « 
week, on such day and hour as the librarian may appoint, when all 
the students of the university may enjoy its privileges under the ro> 
strictions whldi follow. 

Vol. II. 50 
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4. No books (rimll be loaned to students txeept such as have been 
directly specified by tbe faculty as suitable for such students* 

5* No student shall receire more than two volumes at a time, nor 
retain a volume longer than two weeks without renewal, nor lend il^ 
nor carry it out of his room, except to return it to the library. A 
volume may be renewed only once, except by fecial permisBiOB 
from a professor. 

6. A student not returning a volume in his possession within two 
weeks, shall incur a penalty of twenty-five cents, and an additional 
penalty of fifty cents for every additional week's delinquency ; which 
penalty shall be paid to the librarian before such student shall have 
any further use of the library. 

7. Borrowers of books from the library are forbidden to write or 
mark in them, or to turn down a leaf. 

8. All damages done to books shall be estimated by the librarian, 
and shall be promptly paid. If a volume be lost or destroyed, the 
borrower shall pay for the whole set or replace it. 

9. Such books as by reason of their great value or scarcity could 
not easily be replaced, shall not be loaned, but shall be kept for con* 
sultation in the library. 

10. No person visiting the library shall be allowed to take down 
or put up a volume without permission of the librarian or his as* 
sistant 

11. Any violation of these rules will be punishable by fine or ex- 
clusion from the use of the library. 

N. B. In relation to the 4th article, the present instructors are of 
opinion that there are very few of the books in the library which 
would be useful to students during their collegiate course ; and those 
few are among the least valuable book»— 4)ooks that could be most 
easily replaced if lost or injured. 

The above suggestions relate chiefly to the loaning of books to the 
students. In regard to loaning books to the community at large^ 
further regulations are obviously necessary, but we suppose no sug- 
gestions are needed from us. 

J. WHITING. 

It has been thought altogether impracticable and inapprqiriate to 
the use and design of the college library that it dioold be rendered a 
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eireulating library for the benefit of the nuraunding population, and 

therefore, books are not to be loaned but as above prescribed $ jet, 

it is a matter under consideration by the committee, whether it would 

not be proper to instruct the faculty and librarian to afford access to 

the library during the presence of the librarian, at some fixed time, 

to be designi&ted by them, to such as may desire to consult any of 

the authors — it being understood that no work whatever should be 

carried out of the library by such visitant , 

Which is respectAiUy sulxnitted. 

GEORGE DUFFIELD, 

Z. PITCHER, 

Library Committee. 
Naoember 27, 1841. 



Appendix No. 5 — Report of the Committee on Finance. 
The committee on finance of the university of Michigan, in obe- 
dience to the resolution of the board of regents, passed on the ISth 
instant, make the following report : . 

In the report of the committee on the state of the university for 
the year 1840, it is stated that the cash on hand in the bank of Michi- 
gan on the dlst of December of that year, was $26,851 00 

The true balance in the treasury on that day was 
as follows : 

Balance due by the bank on state bond ac- 
count, #15,911 82 

To the credit of the treasurer in bank, 6,402 91 

22,314 78 



Showing a difference of $4,586 27 

Which was occasioned by assuming, as 
cash on hand, certain bonds and mort- 
gages taken in payment from the Michi- 
gan state bank, but not collected, $4^482 80 

And other small errors appearing in the 
report, 58 07 



4,586 27 



Canried forward, 
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Brought forward, ^ 

To this balance in the treasury on the Ist January, 

1841, 22,914 74 

There is to be added the following receipts during the 

year: * 
For interest receired from the bank of 

Michigan on state bond account, 99^ 68 

And 80 41 



422 99 



For amount of warrant upon the state treasurer, being 
on account of interest collected in 1840, on univer- 
sity lands sold, 2,263 61 

For notes of the bank of Michigan returned to the 

treasury under a resolution of the board, 327 00 



The expenditures during the year, from January 
1st to the 27th, inclusive, as stated in the secretary's 
hooks, are as follows .* 
For salaries of professors, principals, and 

teachers, 87,245 49 

For university buildings and grounds at 

Ann Arbor, 5,063 00 

For balance to Baron Liederer for cabi- 
net of minerals, 1,175 07 
For interest on state bonds, exchange, dsc, 300 00 
For insurance of building and library, 133 00 
For desks, stoves, cistern, dec., at univer^ 

sity, 400 00 

For salaries of secretary and treasurer, 235 00 

For printing, travelling expenses of re« 

gents and other incidental expenses, 188 75 

For old rent account for room for Doctor 
Houghton's collection in natural histo- 
ry, <k;c., &c, 179 18 
Bank of Michigan for short charge on two 
warrants in 1840, 1 37 



$25,328 83 



Carried forward, $18,112 84 $25,828 83 
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MT 


Brouf^t forward, 


$1S,112 84 


•35,828 as 


trom which is to be deducted the follow- 


1 


ing warrants outstanding : 






Number 208, S. Center, 


9488 38 




do 229, do 


488 38 


1 

1 
1 1 


do 245, H. Lum, 


413 00 




do 247, P. J. Desnoyers, 


179 18 

1 4fifl R4 


16,653 50 






\ 





Leaving a balance in the treasury of $8,674 83 

Consisting of balance to credit of treasu- 
rer in bank of Michigan, $6,402 91 
Balance in hands of treasurer in state scrip, 1,721 95 

Balance in hands of treasurer in notes 

&c, of bank of Michigan, 549 97 

8,674 83 



Of the sum in the treasury, the only available portion is the item 
of $1,721 95, in Michigan state scrip, nominally equal in amount 
to the outstanding warrants. The bank of Michigan having failed, 
la now closing its concerns. The committee have not been able to 
obtain payment of the balance due by that institution, but have ta- 
ken care to put the amount upon interest, by demanding payment 
thereof. 

The bonds and mortgages taken in payment from the Michigan 
state bank, have not been collected. The committee have hereto- 
Ibre called the attention of the board of regents to these bonds, 
which are supposed to be good, and they now renew their recom- 
mendation, that they be placed in the hands of an attorney for ool- 
lectioiL 

From this exhibit it appears, that when the outstanding warrants 
shall have been paid, the available means in the treasury will be 
nearly exhausted. This is a crisis in the affairs of the university to 
Whidh your committee have looked forward with much anxiety. It 
has been apparent for the last two years, that the principal source 
of income, that indeed upon which all the hopes of the institution 
were founded, has, from the operation of causes known to the board 
of regents, been rapidly diminishing, and at length has almost en- 
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tiiely eeaaed. The oonumttee allade to Ihe intonit upon uniTenity 
lands sold 

By the report of the saperintendent of public kiBtnietioii of the 
dOth December, 1840, it appears that the sales of uniyersity lands, 
up to the first of that nx>ntht amounted to 11,965 41-100 acres, for 
the sum of •193,584 06 



The interest due upon this sum, for the year ending 
December 1, 1641, is #13,550 88 

The arrearages of interest due on the 1st Decem- 
ber, 1840, were 19,663 69 

Making, $38,214 57 

Of this immense sum, not one farthing has reached the treasury 
of the university, during the year 1841. The committee are infor- 
med by the superintendent of public instruction, that very little has 
been collected by him during the present year, for interest on the 
university lands, - Thsse facts show conclusively the absolute necee- 
flity of the measures recently adopted by the board of regents for 
reducing the current expenses of the university and branches. 

The annual expenditures under existing regulations, may be esti- 
mated as follows : 

For the pay of two professors in the university, in ad- 
dition to the tuition fees of the primary school $1,000 00 
For the salaries of the principals of the branches at 
Tecumseh, White Pigeon and Kalamazoo, in addn 
tion to tuition fees, #1,500 00 
For the salaries of secretary, librarian and treasurer, 400 00 
For insurance eo university buildings, 174 00 
For interest on state bonds, 6,000 00 
For inddei^ expenses, 150 00 

#9,224 00 

The resources of the board, without reference to interest .upon 

university lands sold during the year 1841, the amount of which is 

unknown to your committee, are to be derived from the following 

items: 
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Arrearages of interest <xi landsi Ist December, 1841, $88,314 57 
Interest on lands sold prior to 1st December, 1840, for 

the year 1842, 13,550 88 

Balance due by the bank of Michigan, 6,402 91 

Notes and bonds received of Michigan state bank, 4,482 80 

Notes and certificates of the bank of Michigan, 559 97 

•58,210 68 

How much of this sum can be collected during the year 1842, 
your committee will not venture to estimate. So much as is recei- 
ved on account of interest on university lands, will, no doubt, be 
paid in state scrip, as all debtors to the state have a right by law to do. 

But it is feared that even this resource will be exceedingly limits 
ed. In the report of the late superintendent of public instruction, 
for the year 1840, (page 12,) it is stated, that **many purchasers of 
university and school lands, appear to have come to the conclusion, 
to make no further payments until the price is reduced.'' What is 
here predicted of some of the purchasers, is no doubt indicative of a 
dissatisfaction, common to all who purchased at the high prices of 
1837 and 1838. 

But, from the peculiar organization of the board of regents, that 
body is not only without power to provide a remedy, but destitute of 
the means of ascertaining the precise nature and extent of the eviU 
The committee, therefore, content themselves with bringing the fact 
to the notice of the board, submitting to their judgment the expedu 
ency of an effort to produce relief to the treasury, by relieving its 
debtors from a portion of the burden resulting from the extravagan- 
ces of past years. This can only be done by legislative action.—* 
That, however, may possibly be promoted by proper representations 
from the regents. The university lands remaining unsold, amount to 
about 36,000 acres. 

Your committee annex to this report, an abstract of the expendl* 

tures of the past year, together with a general abstract of all receipts 

and disbursements since the organization of the university. 

Respectfully submitted. 

C. C. TROWBRIDGE, 

J. KEARSLEY, 
Z. PITCHER, 

CommiiUe on Finance. 
DttrtnU NoDemier 27, 1841. 
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Creneral ahstraa cf all the expenditures made hy the Board of Re- 
gents of the University of Michigan, during the year 1841, /rom 
January 1 to November 27, inclusiee. 

Jan* % S. Newberry, salary as principal of White 

Pigeon branch, third term in 1840, $400 00 

6. B. L. Baxter, salary as assistant teacher in 
branch at Tecumseh, September 15, to 
24th October, 1840, 138 33 

F. J. Higginson, travelling expenses as re- 
gent, attending two quarterly meetings at 
Ann Arbor and Detroit, 35 qq 

8. N. M. Wells, salary as assistant, Niles 

branch, one term, iqq q^ 

9. Samuel Hudson, travelling expenses as re- 

gent, attending quarterly meeting at De- 
troit, 19 25 
19. W. S. Lee, seven days' services as clerk to 

committee, 14 00 

23. William Dutton, salary as assistant teacher, 

Tecumseh, one term, I33 33 

Feb. 4. Dawson ds Bates, advertising and printing 

reports, 43 50 

22. C. W. Fitch, salary as principal, Detroit 

branch, one term, 375 00 

Mar. 3. A. Ten Eyck, salary as secretary to bpard, 

one quarter, 50 00 

4. Granger & Gilbert, oh account of contract 
for lathing main university building at 
Ann Arbor, 150 00 

13. A. S. Bagg, printing blanks for use of board, 4 00 

J, W. Brown, regent, travelling expenses at- 
tending quarterly meeting, 12 00 
Z. Pitcher, G. Morell and others, traveling 

expenses attending quarterly meeting, 12 00 

23. Harpin Lum, on account of main university 

building, 1,000 00 

Carried forward, $ 
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Brought forward, $ 

Mar. 29. M. Meigs, in part payment, salary as teach* 

er at White Pigeon, 50 00 

April Oi Joseph Whiting, in part payment as princi'* 

pal, NHes branch, 190 00 

13. Andrew Harvie, balance of salary as princiv 

pal at Teeumseh, one term, 274 00 

17. Regents, traTellingexpenaes to attend quar* 

terly meeting of regents at Ann Arbor, 44 00 

20. Samuel Center, salary as principal at Mon« 

roe, one term, 488 38 

Sabin Hough, in advance of salary as assise 
tant at Monroe, 72 50 

22. George P. Williams, salary aa principal at 

Pontiac, one term, 849 00 

N. M. Welb, salary as assistant at Niles, 
one term, 151 66 

24. Wm. Dutton, salary as principal at Kalama* 

zoo, one term, 199 99 

26. O.Z* Taylor, expenses coming from Auburn, 

N. Y., lo Detroit, and returning, 60 00 

27. M. Meigs, salary as assistant at White Pi^ 

geon, one term, 200 00 . 

May 1. S. Newberry, salary as principal at White 

Pigeon, one term, BOO 00 

4. los. Whiting, balance of salary as principal 

at Niles, one term, 200 00 

18. W. J. Baxter, salary as assistant at Tecum^ 

seh, one term, 188 83 

18. H. Lum, on account of main university bull- 

ding, 
22. C. W. Fitch, salary as principal at Detroit, 

one term, 
24. H. Lum, on account of university building, 
29. G. P. Williams, salary as principal at Pon- 
tiac, one term, 

Carried forward, 
Vol II. 51 



1,000 00 


828 88 


1,800 00 


800 00 
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Brought forward, $ 

June 18. Interest on state bonds and exchange, 8|800 00 

Baron Liederer, bond for balance due on 
minerals, 1,175 07 

July 10. H. Lum, on account of fences, wood houses, 

&C;, at Ann Arbor, 500 00 

H. K. Sanger, salary as treasurer of board, 125 00 

24. M» Meigs, balance due on salary as assistant 

at White Pigeon, 860 00 

Andrew Harvie, part of salary as principal 
^ at Tecumseh, one term, 150 00 

Aug. 9. Sabin Hough, in part of salary as assistant 

at Monroe, 100 00 

10. Samuel Center, as principal at Monroe, one 

term, 483 83 

15. Andrew Harvie, balance salary as principal 

at Tecumseh, one term, 172 00 

G. P. WillianB, balance of salary as prlnoi- 

pal at Pontiac, 57 00 

Samuel Newberry, salary as principal at 
White Pigeon, 848 00 

19. Samuel Newberry, advance on account of 

salary, 250 00 

Joseph Whiting, balance of salary as princi- 
pal at Niles, 224 45 
2L William Dutton, sahiry as principal at Kala- 
mazoo, one term, 183 83 
24. Joseph Whiting, one term, salary as profes- 
sor in the university at Ann Arbor, in ad- 
vance, 166 66 
27. Miss Chittenden, balance salary as teacher, 25 00 
81. Harpin Lum, insurance of university build- 
ing, 133 00 
' Harpin Lum, on account of stovesi, desks, cis- 
terns, dsc. ^c, at principal university 
building at Ann Arbor, 400 00 

Cfurried forward, f 
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Brought forward, $ 

Aug. 81. HarpinLum, on account of apim>priation for 

main building, 200 00 

Harpin Lum, book cases for library, paid li- 
brarian's salary, &C., 106 48 
W. Baxter, balance of salary, Tecumseh 
branch, ^ d08 83 
Sept 11. N. M. Wells, balance due on salary as teach- 

er.atNiks, 101 66 

28. A. Ten Eyck, salary as secretary to board 

of regents, 60 00 

Oct'r 1. H. Lum, balance due him as salary for su- 
perintendence of building at Ann Arbor, 
cost of fixtures, dec, 418 00 

6. P. Williams, salary as professor, 1 quar^ 
ter, 125 00 

Nov. 22. P. J. Desnoyers, rent of room in 1889 and 
1840, for use of state geologist in prepar- 
ing and preserving specimens of natural 
history for the university, 170 18 

#18,110 97 



(H.) 

Circular to the Bupeetors in relation to the publication of a Common 

School Journal, 

OrnCS SUFSBINTSNDCNT PuBLIC InSTKUCTION, 

Ann ArboTf June, 1841. 
To the Board of School Inspectors of the Toum of 

Gkntlsm EN — ^I adopt this mode of inviting your attention to the 
cause of primary school education in Michigan. The law has to a 
certain extent, made you the guardians of that cause within the lim- 
its of your township, imposing upon you the duty of forming districts, 
apportioning the school and library moneys, examining teachers, 
schools, dsc, and of course it looks to your action for important re- 
sttltSi I assume that you have the power, whether you exercise it 
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or not, folly to carry out the intentions of the school law ; and I wilt 
not doubt that such was your determination when you accepted tha 
responsible trust of inspectors. Believing, therefore, that you will her 
prompt to co-operate with me in any feasible plan for advancing the 
noble cause in which we are engaged, one in which every citizen is 
bound, morally, politically and socially, to take the deepest possible 
interest, I throw out for your earnest consideration the following 
suggestions : 

It is a fact no less humiliating to our pride as citizens of an other- 
wise enlightened republic, than it is derogatory to our characters as 
men, that even in this age of boasted light and reason, common 
schools are kejn in a state of abject degradati<»i. And here in Michir 
gan, where the munificence of the national government has vested 
for our benefit and that of our children, a fund of more than princely . 
magnitude, the primary school, from the pride of some, the igno- 
rance of others, the necessities of many, and the indifference of 
more, if not permitted wholly to languish, is yet kept up only a small 
part of the year, and then, it would almost seem, rather to secure 
the public pittance than to bestow upon the community any solid 
good. Our common schools, the nurseries of whatever moral and 
intellectual greatness the state may ever reach, are not sustained as 
they should be, by a people known to be public spirited and patriotic. 
Every thing else receives its due share of our attention. Public and 
jyivate enterprises of all varieties and grades, are carefully underta* 
ken and pushed forward to maturity ; but primary education, that 
Ivhich lies at the bottom of all permanently useful plans, is culpably 
neglected. Our constitution is not at fault in this respect ; for it has 
done its duty towards the rising generation. Our laws to some ex- 
tent have done theim. We have a system, whether the best that 
might have been devised matters not, by which every child in the 
state may be educated. It is for the people to take care that the b&« 
nificent designs of the constitution and laws be not thwarted. A half 
way feeling on this subject will not answer ; we must act upon our 
solemn responsibilities as guardians of youth, and with a zeal that 
knowns no bounds to its loAy aspirations. Our school system, de- 
fective as it undoubtedly is in its details, can yet be made the instru- 
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tne&t of Tast good, proyided the means of its perfeet development are 
brought home to those directly interested. 

How many parents in this state are familiar with the common 
school law ? But few, I fear ; and yet how important that all should 
know what the law has done for their children. Fail to interest 
them in this work of primary instruction, and you fail to carry oul 
the great object of your statute ; for whatever the course of piiblic 
instruction may be, it will not discipline and educate the child if 
timely and vigorous co-operation at home be wanting. Show me 
the father and mother who heed the daily improvement of their sons 
and daughters ; who feel no less anxiety for their mental acquin^ 
tions than for their physical comfort ; who, by their smiles of appnn 
bation or frowns of censure, present the strongest incentives to con<« 
tinned but healthy exertion ; and who, by a frequent intercourse 
with the teacher, both in the school and in the family, assure him of 
their sympathy with him in his generally agreeable but always irk* 
some and too often discouraging task, and I will point to the children 
of those parents as models of what our school system aims at, and 
will, under favorable circumstances, accomplish. 

But how shall we proceed to interest parents in this noble work f 
First make them familiar with our school system, its generous pro* 
Tisions and sublime ends. Let them know that la a democracy like 
ours, all children are equally entitled to the blessings of a good eda- 
cation, and of course encouraged to aspire after the highest excelr 
lence and most exalted station recognised by our institutions. Con- 
vince them, that whatever factious distinctions mere accident may 
sometimes create in society, our school system contemplates nothing 
but the most perfect and harmonious equality, and will, if carried 
out, place every child, whether born of poverty or wealth, on the 
same high road to distinction. Teach the parent this, and then point 
out the way of doing himself and children the ^* equal and exact jus- 
tice" contemplated by the laws, appeal to his self respect, his patri- 
otism, his christian principles, and convince him that the education 
of his children is no less a duty towards Ood than it is towards socie- 
ty, and the foundation stone will have been laid upon which to con^ 
plete the magnificent superstructure of national greatness and na- 
tional goodness* 
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Shall tbe efibrt be made ? 1 address myself to you because yott 
stand as the intennediate agents in this work of universal education. 
You control the educational interests of the town. Your responsi- 
bilities are vast. Are you not anjuous to do something, during the 
brief period of your official year* to advance this, the great cause of 
the people ? WOl you not co-operate with me in the efibrt at oncCf 
to ^evate the character of our common schools, and lift primary 
education from the dead level to which all will admit it is rapidly 
sinking t I anticipate your reply in the affirmative. 

With your aid, then, I propose to publish and distribute through 
the state, a semi-monthly journal, or a cheap medium of communi- 
cation, by which every family may be enabled to enjoy the intended 
benefits of our noble school system. Heretofore, the legislature has 
deemed it right to uphold such an undertaking by, means of the school 
fund ; but this patronage is taken away, and success in the proposed 
publication will depend entirely upon the individual exertions of the 
school inspectors Massachusetts, New York, and other states have 
tested the value of such publications, and found them indispensable 
agents in the great work of primary education. Lectures at suita- 
ble times and under peculiar circumstances, are well ; but, as means 
^ disseminating far and wide, and for a mere trifle of expense, use- 
ful and agreeable information, touching conmion schools, they do 
not compare with the plan now suggested The Common School 
Journal, published at Boston under the auspices of the board of edu- 
cation for the state of Massachusetts, is a model periodical of the 
kind. One can be published here, twice a month for one dollar a 
year, provided? it receive, as it ought, an extensive circulation. 

B}' reference to the annual report of my predecessor, you will 
perceive that last fall, 324 towmAiips in the state reported 1,506 
school districts, embracing 49,850 scholars of the legal age. If then 
you will take it upon yourselves to see that each district receive and 
pay for ai hast one copy of the propofsed journal, you becoming in- 
flividually responsible to the publisher for the whole number of copies 
sent to the several districts of your township, the amount will be 
sufficient In tbe first instance to warrant the publication for one year. 
Of course, as the law does not authorize you officially to raise mo- 
ney for such a purpose^ the efibrt must be one of individual respon- 
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sibility. ShouM one year's fair trial prove the pubUcatibn usefuly it 
cannot be doubted that the legislature wUl extend to it^ its fostering 
care. 

Among the uses of such a publication may be mentioned the fol- 
lowing : It will enable us, 

Ist To urge the supremacy of common schools over all others, 
as upon them depend the very existence of higher seminaries, colle- 
ges and universitiea 

2d. To keep the people of this state familiar with the condition 
and prospects of primary school education every where, and follow 
up the improvements in school, houses, books, apparatus, the mode 
of teaching, &&, dec. 

' 8dL To publish and explain the school laws, answer the numerous 
questions growing out of them, and enable the officers under theoiy 
more readily to perform their many important duties. 

4th. To record the vast variety of valuable statistical matter ao- 
etmiulating from time to time in the several towns, and condense and 
arrange it systematically for common use $ and especially to give 
the best portions of the many school reports that come in at the end 
of the year. 

Finally, gentlemen, may I, in this undertaking, rely upon your 
prompt, zealous and unabated co-operation t If so, most heartily 
shall I rejoice that I have addressed you this circular. Think th^ 
matter over; mention it in your districts; urge its paramount im* 
portance, and act, as I know you will, for the good of the state. An 
Answer at your earliest convenience is respectfully solicited. 

Your obedient servant, 

F. SAWYER, 

SuperiniendefU PuhUc Instructum. 

(I.) 

Circular to Prosecuting Attorneys. 

Office Superintendent Public Instedction, > . 
Ann ArhoTy 1841. 5 

To the Prosecuting Attorney of Coimty : 

Sib— Prom information receiv^ at this office, it is feared that 
lawless individuak wte committing depredatioDs upon the university 



i 
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and school lands titaoted in your county. You are hereby authori- 
zed and required to proBecute, in my name^ all such indlyiduals, gi?- 
ing lenity in no case, except on a prompt and full payment of all 
damages, and then not if you shall be satisfied that prosecution alone 
will prevent like depredations in future. 

F. SAWYER, Jr., 
Superiniendent Public 



(J) 

JForm of cerlifiaUe ismied to purchasers under lam of last tonUer* 
In the name of the people of Michigan, I, Franklin Sawyer, Jt»p 
superintendent of public instruction, agreeably to the provisions of 
the revised statutes and the acts amendatory thereof, hereby certify, 



that at a private sale on the 


day of one thousand 


eight hundred and forty- 






of ooimty 


of and state of 


for and in consideration 


of the sum of 


dollars, 



purchased the land described as follows, that is to say : 

of section 
No. in township No. of range No. ooiw 

taining marea according to tha 

returns at dollars per acre* 

And I do further certify, that the consideration received therefor 
from the said purchaser, is the sum of dollars $ 

and that the consideration to be paid by the said purchaser, is the 
sum of dollars, to be paid in the 

manner following, to wit : iTen per centum of said first mentioned 
sum, in one year from the date of this contract ; ^ve per centum on 
the first day of March, A. D. 184 , making, with the ten per cen- 
tum paid at the time of sole, the twenty-five per centum required by 
the act of April 13, 1841 ; the pa3rment of the balance of principal 
to remain suspended at the option of the said purchaser, but the in« 
terest of seven per centum upon the whole amount of principal un* 
pud, to be paid annually on the first day of March in each and e^ery 
year, at the oi&oa of said superintendent of public instruction : Fffh 
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mded, that whenever any interest shall remain unpaid more than 
sixty days after the same shall have become due^ the whole amount 
of such principal shall thereupon become due and payable : Provi' 
ded further^ that In case of the. non-payment of the above instal- 
ments of ten and five per centum, 1)y the said purchaser or by any 
person or persons claiming under then this certificate shall 

be utterly void and of no effect, and all the right, title and interest 
of the said or*of any person 

or persons claiming under of, in and to the aforesaid 

described land, shall be absolutely void, and the full title to such land 
and the right to the possession thereof shall re-vest in the state, and 
the said superintendent may take possession thereof and re-sell the 
same pursuant to law : Provided further^ that the said instalments 
and the whole of said principal may be paid before they become due 
by giving three months' notice to said superintendent 

Given under my hand and seal, this day of 184 

In presence of 

[l. 8.] 
SuperifUendent of Public Instruetion. 

(K.) 

Superintendent of Public Jhstructian^ in account with the University 

and School Funds^^School Fund. 

1841. DR. 

Dec 1. To cash, 10 per cent on sales since 19th April, (6,858 84 



. do 


instalments on contracts, 


2,308 43 


do 


interest on contracts, 


2,709 89 


do 


use of lands. 


64 10 


do 


received of late superintendent, instal- 


■ 




ment, 


18 69 




University Fund. 




To cash 


f 10 per cent on sales, 


844 08 


do 


mstalments on contracts, 


224 00 


do 


interest on contracts. 


238 21 


do 


received of late superintendent, instal- 


■ 




ments 920 67-*interefit f 10 37, 


31 04 




f 13,286 78 



Vol. II. 62 
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1841. CR. 

Dec. 1. By expenses of office, $251 68 

postage,' 20 56 

office rent, 19 50 
advertising sales in different news* 

papers, 189 00 

expenses of sales in 18 counties, 149 83 

paid for new ledger, 20 00 
county cleric, Washtenaw, (old 

claim,) ' 8 19 
clerk hire to date, 295 00 
loans, 800 00 
uncurrent funds, (bank of Michi- 
gan,) 110 00 

$1,863 26 
amount deposited, 11,423 52 



$13,286 78 



[No. 8.] 
Annual Report of the Attorney General. 

To the Legislature of the State of Michigan : 

In compliance with the law requiring the attorney general << to 
make and submit to the legislature at the commencement of the an- 
nual session, a report of all the official business done by him during 
the preceding year," I have the honor to present the annexed sched- 
ule, (marked A,) which will exhibit a brief summary of the business 
performed by me since the 17th day of April last, when I entered 
upon the duties of the office. The explanatory remarks accompany- 
ing the several causes inventoried in the schedule, will present to 
the view of the legislature the general character of the business trans- 
acted ; and if a more particular statement is desired, it will most 
cheerfully be communicated. 

The annexed schedule, (marked B,) is an abstract of the annual 
reports made by the prosecuting attorneys of the several counties, as 
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required by law, showing the official business done by them during 
the past year. No reports have been received from the counties of 
Ch'nton, Ingham, Allegan and Mackinac. With the exception of 
these, the schedule embraces every county in the state, and furnish- 
an exhibition, such as is contemplated by the law requiring it to be 
made, of *' the amount and kind of business done, the number of per* 
sons prosecuted, the crimes and misdemeanors for which such prose- 
cutions were had ; the results thereof, and the puaishment awarded 
against the persons convicted thereon." 

It will be seen that a much larger amount of criminal business is. 
done in the county of Wayne, even in the proportion of its popular 
tion, than in any other county. This is satisfactorily accounted for, 
when it is considered that the city of Detroit is situated within its 
limits. It has become a truism, that crime abounds more in town 
than in country. This fact, in connection with the great facility of 
access to Detroit from other states, and its proximity to Canada, have 
conspired to render it an inviting slopping place for criminal offen- 
ders ; and there exists, consequently, the greater necessity for vigi- 
lance on the part of our public officers, in detecting and prosecuting 
and punishing them. The increase of crime in Wayne county, sug- 
gested the organization, in 1840, of"** the district court for the coun- 
ty of Wayne." This is exclusively a criminal court ; and while it 
relieves the circuit court of much of the business which formerly 
burdened it, it insures to those charged with crime, what they have 
a right to demand, a speedy trial and a prompt acquittal or convic- 
tion. On account of this peculiarity in the criminal juriijprudence 
of Wayne county, I have annexed to schedule (B,) copious extracts 
of the report of the prosecuting attorney of that county, in which al- 
lusion is made to the practical operation of this new court, and the 
benefits resulting from its establishment Some valuable suggestions 
are also contained in his report, in relation to existing defects in our 
criminal law, requiring correction. 

The law prescribing the duties of the attorney general, has en- 
joined it upon him to accompany his report ** with such observations 
and statements as, in his opinion, the criminal jurisprudence and the 
proper and economical administration of the criminal law of the state 
shall warrant and require." I would, therefore, invite the attention 
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of the legislature to a few defects which appear to exist in our laws^ 
and respectfblly reconunend that they he remedied hy legislative en- 
actment. 

1. At the last session of the legislature, an act was passed entitled 
** An act to preserve the purity of elections," && (See session laws 
of 1841, page 185.) By this law, it is not declared to he a criminal 
offence to vote more than once at the same election, provided the 
person doing so he a qualified voter. Section three declares that 
<' every person, not a qualified voter^ who shall vote more than once, 
&c., shall be judged guilty of a misdemeanor" — ^but a qualified voter 
may vote twice or thrice with impunity. Section three, o£ chapter 
five of the revised laws, (page 33,) made proper provision for such 
a case ; but this section was repealed by the law of last session^ 
The omission was evidently an inadvertent one, and should be rec- 
tified. 

2. Several instances have occurred, during the past y^r, of per* 
sons having in their possession forged certificates of deposit^ (p^^' 
porting to have been given by the cashiers of some eastern banks,) 
with the intent to pass the same ; but, upon their arrest, it was dis- 
covered that it was not made a criminal offence, and they were dis- 
charged. Section two of chapter five, entitled <<0f forgery and 
counterfeiting/' (page 684,) revised laws, declares it to be criminal 
and punishable to pass any forged accountable receipt for money ; 
but it is no where declared criminal to have it in possession with inr 
tent to pass. This species of crime has become one of frequent oc- 
currence, and should be provided against 

8. The converse of the preceding case is found in section eight c€ 
the same statute. By this section, it is made a punishable offence 
to have in possession^ mth intent to pass, counterfeit bills of banks of 
other states ; but it is no where declared to be criminal to pass such 
bills. Instances have occurred, during the last year, of indictments 
found against persons for passing countetfeit hills of banks in other 
states, and quashed by the court upon the distinct ground that it was 
not a criminal offence by our statute. Section six of the same sta- 
tute declares that the passing of counterfeit bills of any bank in Mi- 
chigan, shall be punishable, but is silent as to the passing of bills of 
foreign banks. No good reason exists, it appears to me, for any dis- 
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tiActkm between fOBHng eounierfHi hilU, whether they be of beaks 
of oar own or of sister states. The same moral guilt attaches in ei- 
ther case. And the evils resulting from the latter are by far the 
greatest. Nearly all the counterfeit bills in circulation in our state, 
are of banks of eastern states. Indeed, in the present condition of 
our own domestic institutions, but little temptation is presented to 
rogues to counterfeit their notes. 

4. No provision is made by law, it is believed, for the disposition 
to be made of moneys collected by prosecuting attorneys upon for' 
feited recognizances. The twelfth section of the session laws of 1840, 
provides that upon the forfeiture of recognizances in criminal cases, 
execution may issue as in other cases ; but provision is no where 
made for the disposition of such moneys, when collected. I would 
respectfully suggest, whether it would not be expedient to provide 
by law that all such moneys shall be paid to the county treasurers, 
and be by them appropriated, under the direction of the county com- 
missioners, towards defraying the expenses of the courts in the seve* 
ral counties. 

Respectfully submitted* 

Z. PLATT, Attorney Oeneral 

Detroit, December 23, 1841. 



(A.) 

fSttUement of tjficial huiness transacted since the 17th Aprils 1841, 
including proceedings at Law and in Chancery. 

Washtenaw Circuit. 
The ten following entitled causes were appeals taken from the 
decisions of the board of appraisers appointed under the law of 1840, 
to appraise damages done by the State to individuals in the prosecu- 
tion of the works of internal improvement 

The Board of Internal Improvement, ads. Justin Baker. 
June circuit Tried cause, verdict for plaintiff, #160 00. By 
consent of parties, stay of proceedings ordered, and the cause is 
taken to the supreme court upon a question of law reserved. 
The Board of Internal Improvement, ads. Simeon Mills. 
June circuit Tried cause, verdict, • $70 00 
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The Board of Internal Improvement, ad8. Gerrit C. Y^rranee. 
June circuit Tried cause, verdict, $76 00 

The Board of Internal Improvement ads. Rennith Davidson. 
June circuit Tried cause, verdict, $400 00 

The Board of Internal Improvement ads. Hiram W. Goodrich. 
June circuit Tried cause, verdict, 9260 00 

The Board of Internal Improvement ads. Edward Mundy. 
June circuit Tried cause, verdict, %\W 00 

The Board of Internal Improvement ads, John Gilbert 
October circuit Tried cause, verdict, 8l»000 00 

The Board of Internal Improvement ads. Simeon Mills. 
This cause was tried in June last, as above stated ; but the court, 
upon motion of the claimant, ordered a new trial upon the ground 
that they had improperly permitted the attorney general, upon the 
trial of the cause, to give evidence of the general enhanced value 
of the claimant's land by reason of the said road. 

November term. Tried cause anew, verdict, 8150 00 

The Board of Internal Improvement ads. Gerrit C. Yerrance. 
The like as in the last case. Verdict, #188 44 

The Board of Internal Improvement ads. Sally Nash. 
The claimant was non-suited. 
The Board of Internal Improvement ads. Reuben C. Brock and 

Newel French. 
This was a claim for damages, under the same law, growing out 
of non-fulfillment of contxact, and was referred to the judges of the 
circuit court. 

Tried cause, and the judges awarded $1,000 00 

Shiatoassee Circuit. 

■ 

The Board of Internal Improvement ads. A. S. and B. O. Williams. 

This was a claim for damages similar to the last preceding, and 
an appeal taken from the board of appraisers. 

October circuit Tried cause, verdict, $250 00 

Macomb Circuit. 

Board of Internal Improvement ads. Jeremiah H. Cruttenden. 

The some aa last preceding. November term, tried cause, ver^ 
diet, $90 00 
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Jtttks&n Cirtuiu 
The Board of Internal Improvement ads. William H. Cross. 
The same as last preceding. October circuit, tried cause, ver- 
dict, t697 00 
Stevens T. Mason, Gov. &c., w. William Ford and Jerry Ford. 
Attachment suit brought by the late attorney general. October 
circuit The venue was changed from Jackson to Wayne circuit, 
where it is now pending. 

United SttUes Circuit Court. 
The Board of Internal Improvement ads. Robert J. Vandewater and 

others. 
This was originally an action of replevin brought by the board of 
internal improvement, and pending in the state of New York. By 
^consent it was discontinued, and an amicable suit instituted in the 
circuit court of the United States for Michigan, to try the matter in 
difference between the parties. The plaintiffs, (composing the Na- 
tion line transportation company,) claimed to recover for the trans- 
portation of a quantity of railroad iron ; and also claimed payment 
for the amount of certain dishonored drafts received by them from 
the coQunisaioners for previous transportation. The cause was tried 
in November, at Detroit. The plaintiffs failed to substantiate their 
claim upon the drafts ; and obtained a verdict only for the balance 
appearing to be justly due for transportation and incklentol charges. 

Wayne Circuit, 
Board of Internal Improvement ads. John Chamberlin. 
Claim for damages for non-fulfiilment of contract, and referred to 
the judges of Wayne circuit. 

Tried cause. The judges awarded $6,244 62 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. Benja- 
min Porter. 
This suit was brought by my predecessor, for the double purpose 
of collecting a balance due by defendent to the State Bank, (assign- 
ed to the state,) and of settling the accounts of the defendant, as 
acting commissioner for building the state penitentiary. The cause 
was referred to auditors, who reported their proceedings and their 
award to the circuit court for Wayne county, and the cause came on 
to trial upon their report, at the last term of that court 



^ 
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The defendant was allowed for expenditures^ 6cCf as ooamussicMi- 
er, and for equitable allowances made to him, #42, 133 09 

He was charged with balance due to State 

Bank, $1,552 80 

Cash advanced by auditor general, being 

first appropriatbn for the building of 

penitentiary, 20,853 34 

22,406 23 



Verdict was rendered for balance, #19,726 86 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs» Benja- 
min Porter and Amasa B. Gibson. 
This suit was brought at the last term of the circuit court in Jack- 
son county, to recover a cash account appearing to be due by the 
defendants, to the amount of $28,358 37 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, i»« Abrar 

ham L. Schoolcraft and Abel Oodard. 
Suit upon a note assigned by the State Bank to the Auditor 6en^ 
laL 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan iw. Timc^ 

thy 6. Hadley and John Hamilton. 
Thence. 
The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan w. Nar 

thaniel W. Brodu. 
The like. 
The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, tw. Charles 

Biasell. 
The like. 
The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. Elijah 

J. Roberts. 
The like. 
The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, V8. John 

E. Schwarz. 
The like. 
The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, m. David 

C. McKinstry. 
The like. 
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The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Micliigan, m. Shel- 
don McKnight 
The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vt, Lucius 

Lyon and Asa Sprague. 
The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs, Charles 

W. Whipple and John Newell. 
The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Mich^^, e«. Elijah 

F. Cook. 
The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. Elisha 

S. Avery and Charles Eldredge. 
The like. 
The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. Conrad 

Ten Eyck and David C. McEinstry. 
The like. 
Tbf9 Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs, James 

Befiubien. 
The like. 
The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs, Henry 

Beaubien and Simon Poupard. 
The like. 
The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs, Charles 

H. Stewart 
The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for Use of State of Michigan, vs. An- • 

drew T. McReynolds. 
The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs, Ahrac 

ham Smolk. 

The like, on account* . 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs, George 

C. Bales. # 

The like. 

The Miehigaa State Bink, for uae of State of Michigan, ti*. Joha 

Norvell. 
The like. 

VoLU. M 
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The Michigan Stale fiank^ for use of State of Micbigaai vt. Oovdi 

Ten Eyck. 
The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vt. John 

Van Fossen. 
The like. 

Auditor General vs* Heman R. Hewlett 

Foreclosed mortgage in Shiawassee county. 

Auditor General vs. Orville Steevens. 

Foreclosed mortgage in Macomb county. 

Auditor General vs, Lucius Lyon. 

Foreclosed mortgage in Livingston county. 

Auditor General vs. William F. Mosely, 

Foreclosed mortgage in Kalamazoo county. 

Supreme CourU 

The People, at the relation of Prescott B. Thurston, vs. Porter Kib< 

bee. 

Proceedings by qw) toarrantOf to oust the defendant from the office 

of judge of probate of Macomb county, upon the ground that Pree- 

oott B. Thurston, and not Porter Kibbee, was duly elected to that 

office. 

In Chaneenf, 

The Attorney General vs. The Bank of Michigan. 
. Instituted proceedings on the 11th June, 1841, under the <^ Act to 
provide for proceedings against corporations, and for other purpo* 
ses,'' approved June 21, 1837. The bill charged that the bank had 
violated its charter, and was insolvent, and prayed injunction, and 
the apponitment of receivers. The chancellor ^granted an order for 
injunction, but could not, by the rules and practice of the court, en- 
tertain the motion lor the appointment of receivers, until the defen* 
dants had afiswered the complainant's bill. 

The cause was argued on the 21st July, upon hill and supplemen'- 
ial Inllf and answer filed ; and on the 18th August, the chancellor 
denied the motion for appointment of receivers, and dissolved the 
injuncticMi. 

State of Mickigaii vs. Nonann Little and others, directors and stocks 

holders of the Saginaw City bank. 

The state holds 82,247 of the bills of the Saginaw Gily teiik. 
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having received the same from the Michigan state bank, and this suit 
la brought to enforce payment of the aame, against the directors and 
stockholders. 

By the tweaty-^rst seoticm of the general banking Iaw» the direc' 
tars are made liable, in their individual capacity, to the full amount 
of the indebtedness of the bank ; and each of the stodcholden is made 
liable therefor, in proportion to his amount of stock. 

The sixth section of the same statute declares that the mortgages 
given to the auditor general to secure the payment of the liabilities 
of the different banks under the general banking law, shall be held 
by him ** as collateral security for the final payment of all debts and 
liabilities, &c., afler the habilities of the directors and stockholders 
shall have been found insufficient for the payment rf the same!^ 

It will be seen, therefore, that, although the mortgages executed 
under this law may be regarded as security for the ultimate payment 
o( the debts intended to be secured by them, a bank creditor, (such 
as is the state of Michigan in this instance,) cannot resort to the 
bank mortgages and seek payment by a foreclosure of them, with- 
out first endeavoring to collect his debt of the directors and stock* 
holders. 

State of Michigan vs. Orrin Howe and others, directors and stock* 

holders of the bank of Saline. 

The state holds tlfSM of the bills of the bank of SaUne, and this 
suit, like the preceding one, is brought to collect the same from the 
directors and stockholders. 

Auditor General, impM, dtc, ads. Hugh Robinson. 

This suit was brought by the complainant to foroecloae a nwrt- 
gage. The auditor general was made a party defendant as holding 
a junior mortgage upon the same premises ; being one of the morU 
gages given to secure the payment of the liabilities of the hank of 
Brest 

CircuU Court United States — In Chancery, 
The State Treasurer, imp'd, d^c, ads, Richard Suydam. 

This suit is brought by the complainant to enforce a pretended 
lien npon certain lands heretofore mortgaged to the state treasurer 
by Schayl«r IMges and odieit. 
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(B.) 

Ahttraei of Reports of Prosecuting Attorneys exhiUdng the etiminat 

prosecutions of ISAl, 



Berrien CowUy^^N. Baam^ Prosecuting Attorney, 




Rape, 


1 


Perjury, 


1 


Burglary, 


8 


Larceny, 


13 


Receiving stolen goods, 


5 


Counterfeiting coin. 


4 


Aiding prisoners to escape. 


2 


Gross lewdness, 


8 


Official misconduct. 


1 


Keeping disorderly house. 


1 


Keeping nine pin alley. 


5 


Assault and battery. 


8 


Convicted and sentenceci to penitentiary. 


47 
6 


Convicted and sentenced to county jail. 


4 


Discharged, 


14 


Still pending. 


24 

— 47 


Branch CoMty^E. G. Fulkr^ Prosecuting AUamey* 




Rape, 


1 


Burglary, 


1 


Larceny, 


4 


Passing counterfeit ToorOfi 


1 


Riot, 


7 


Assault and battery, 


1 


Malicious trespass, 


2 


Convicted tod sentenced to county jaii* 


17 

4 


Discharged, 


9 


Still pending. 


4 

— 17 


CoOoiiii County^Daoid JU Johns, PrdseeuOng Attorney. 


Paijury, 


1 
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Defacing town records, 1 

Larceny, 1 

Receiving stolen goods, 1 

Counterfeiting coin, 8 

Cheating, 1 

Illegal voting, 1 

Riot and assault, 4 

Assaulting officer, 1 

Selling liquor without licence, 3 

Mill pond nuisance, 2 

Constable not paying over money collected, I 

21 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 1 

Convicted and sentenced to pay fine, 2 

Convicted and ordered to abate nuisance, 1 

Discharged, ' 12 

Still pending, 5 

— 21 

Cass Ctnmip — JB. S. Smitht PraecuHng AUamey. 

Assault with intent to murder, 1 

Perjury, 1 

Forgery, 1 

Larceny, 8 

Plftssing counterfeit money, 1 

Polygamy, 1 

Illegal voting, 1 

Assault and battery, 5 

19 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 2 

Convicted and judgment suspended, 1 

Convicted and sentenced to pay fine, 6 

Discharged, 6 

Still pending, 5 

— 19 

Eaitm Crafify— JoAn WiUard^ PraseofHfig AMarnep. 

Pelrjury, 2 

Awuilt with intent to murder, 1 
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Adultery, 1 

Aissault and battery, 1 

Still pending, 5 
Genesee Cauntf^^amee Birdsalif Proeecutivg AUorneyi 

Perjury, 1 

Larceny, 8 

Adultery, 1 

Gross fraud, 1 

Disturbing religious worship, 10 

Keeping nine pin alley, 1 

Assault and battery, 8 

Belling liquor without licence, 5 

26 

Convicted and sentenced to pay find, 3 

Convicted and judgment suspended, 1 

Convicted and discharged on account of extreme youths 1 

Discharged, 2 

Still pending* • 19 

— 25 
Hillsdale County^W. W. Miirp^, Ptmee^Uu^ AU^meg. 

Assault with intent to commit rape, 1 

Perjury, 5 

Larceny, 1 

Selling liquor 'without licence, 8 

Setting up tavern sign without licence, 1 

Obstructing sheriff, dec, 1 

Assault and battery, 8 

Keeping nuisance on premises, 1 

18 
Convicted and sentenced to pay foe, % 

Discharged, • 4 

Still pending, 12 

~ 19 
Jackson Cauntff-^Phineas Farrandj PrCseaUing AUotney. 

Murder, 1 

Assault with intent to murder, 1 

Feijury, 2 
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Forgery, 1 

Larceny, I 

Paasing counterreit money, 1 

Obtaining goods by false pretences, 2 • 

Escaping from penitentiary, 8 

Adultery, 9 

IHegal horse racing, 1 

Disturbing religious worship, % 

Ananlt and battery, 9 

Cruel treatment of a boy, 1 

21 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 2 

Convicted and sentenced to pay fine, 8 

Discharged, 4 

Still pending, 12 

~2l 

Ionia Couni]t^Cyrtu Lottll^ Prosecuting Attorney. 

Forgery, \ 

Larceny, \ 

Passing. counterfeit money, t 

Obtaining money under false pretence^ 1 

Selling liquor to Indians, 2 

Selling liquor without licence, 3 

Anault and battery, 2 

li 

Conyicted and sentenced to pay fine, 2 

Discharged, 1 

Still pending, 8 

— U 

KdUanoMo Countp-^David B. Wehsterf Prosecuting Attorney, 

Murder, 1 

Assault with intent to murder, ^ 1 

Aiding and abetting in murder, 1 

Perjury, 1 

Larceny, 1 

G>anterf«itiBg ooin, 1 

liot, 7 
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i 

Obtaining goods under false pretence^ X 

Passing counterfeit money, 3 

Horae stealingy } 

« Obstructing public officer, 1 

Disturbing religious worshlpi I 

Assault and battery, I 

21 
Convicted and judgment suspended, * 1 

Discharged, 10 

Btill pending, 10 

— 21 
Kent Countf^LoveU Moore^ Prosecuting Attorney. 

Selling liquor without licence, 1 

Selling liquor to Indians, 

Grocer keeping gambling implements, 1 

Assault and battery, 3 

7 
Ottawa ComUj^Lovell JUboref ProeeeiUing Attorney. 

Perjury— still pending, 1 

Lapeer Countf — M. Wiener 9 Prosecuting Attorney. 

Assault with Intent to murder, 1 

Assault upon minister of the gospel, 7 

Passing counterfeit money, 1 

Indecency, 1 

Assault and battery, 8 

13 
Convicted and judgment suspended, 1 

Discharged, 6 

Still pending, 4 

— 13 

Lenawee County — A. K, Tiffany^ Prosecuting Attorney. 

Assault with intent to murder, 1 

Perjury, 1 

Larceny, 5 

Receiving stolen goods, 1 

Aiding in concealing goods, 1 

AoeesBory to larceny, 1 
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PaflBiog counterfeit money, 1 

Embezzlement^ 1 

Oppressive execution of pzoeess by oSi6er$ I 

Assault and battery, 2 

15 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 1 

Discharged, 1 

Still pending, 13 

— 15 

Livingston Counttf-^DarUel C. Marsh, Prosecuting Au$niey. 

Larceny, 1 

Obtaining goods by false pretences, 2 

Challenging to fight duel, 1 

Resisting officer, 3 

Buggery, 1 

Adultery, 1 

9 

Discharged, 2 

Still pending, 7 

— 9 

Macomb Countp — J. J, Leonardt Prosecuting AUomey. 

Larceny, 3 

Obtaining goods by false pretencef, 1 

Issuing spurious money, 1 

Riot, 1 

Resisting public officer, 1 

Assault and battery, 1 

Convicted and sentenced to pay fine, 2 

Discharged, 2 

Still pending, 4 

— 8 

Monroe County-^L P. ChrisHaneSf Prcsecuting Attorney. 

Perjury, 2 

Forgery, 2 

Arson, ^ 

Larceny, 10 

Vol. U. 54 
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Receiving stolen goods, 

Counterfeiting coin, 

Having counterreit bills with intent to pass. 

Conspiracy, 

Riot, 

Disorderly conduct, 

Fornication, 

Keeping gaming house, 

Horse racing on the Sabbath, ^ 

Malicious trespass, ^ 

Trespass on school lands, ^ 

Assault and battery, ^ 



1 

1 

1 

4 

19 

1 
1 
1 



60 



'9 



1 



Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary 

Convicted and sentenced to county jail and fined, 18 

Discharged, ^ ** 

Still pending, ^ * 82 

^ ^ _ 60 

Oakland County-^George W, Wisner^ Prosecuting Attorney. 

Business on hand undisposed of^ when the Prosecuting Attorney was 

appointedy to u>it : 2Qth Aprils 1841. 

Assault with intent to murder, 1 

Larceny, "^ 

' Passing counterfeit money, 1 

Aiding prisoner to escape, ^ 

Riot, 1 

Conspiracy, ^ 

Libel, 2 

Fraud under general banking law, 1 

Gross lewdness, ^ 

Gaming, * 

Selling liquor without licence, 4 

Assault and battery, "^ 

32 

Convicted— sentence not stated, 4 

Discharged, 1^ 

Still pending, 1^ 
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Biuineu originating $inee 20tk of April. 

Assault with intest to murder^ 1 

Perjury, 6 

Arson, 1 

Larceny, 13 

Accessory to larceny, 1 

Receiving stolen goods, % 

Obtaining goods by false pretences, 3 

Counterfeiting coin, 1 

Aiding prisoner to escape, 2 

Adultery, 1 

Riot, S 

Official misconduct, 9 

Selling liquor without licence, 1 

Keeping up nuisance, 1 

Cruelty to animals, 1 

Assault and battery, 2 

40 
Convicted — sentence not stated, 9 

Discharged, S 

Still pending, 1SS 

— 40 

ShiatDMiee CouMtf^Sanford M. Greene^ ProitaUUig Attorn^ 
Perjury, 1 

Forgery, 4 

Larceny, 1 

Cruel treatment of child, 1 

Assault and battery, 1 

8 
Convicted and judgment suspended, 1 

Convicted and fined, 1 

Discharged, 2 

Still pending, 4 

— 8 

8l Joseph County — C. Oumcffj Prosecuting Attorney. 
Assault with intent to murder, 1 

Threatening to stab, 1 
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Assault with intent to coimmt rape. 






Perjury, 






Larceny, 




2 


Having counterfeit Jbills with intent to pass, 






Bigamy, 






House breaking, 






Breaking jail, 






Illegal voting, 






Resisting public officer, 






Gross fraud. 






Selling liquor without licence^ 






Forcible entry and detainer. 




8 


Assault and battery, 




^ 


Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary. 


a 


21 


Convicted and sentenced to county jail and finec^ 


2 




Discharged, 


12 




Still pending, 


4 





— 21 

8t. Clair CoufUy^True P. Tucker^ FrasecuHug Attorney. 

Perjury, 8 

Adultery, 2 

Larceny, 1 

Assault with intent to commit rape, 1 

7 
Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 1 

Still pending, 8 

— 7 

Van Bvren County — A, W. BronghUm^ ProsecuUng Attorney. 
Larceny, 1 

Illegal voting, 1 

Assaulting public officer, 2 

Assault and battery, 1 

5 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 1 

Still pending, 4 

— . 5 
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WasUenato Couniy^E. Lawrence^ ProseeuHng Attorney. 

Perjury, I 

Forgery, 1 

Burglary, 1 

Rouse breaking, 3 

Attempt to rob, 1 

Larceny, 7 

Obtaining money by false pretences, 2 

Conspiracy, 3 

Adultery, 1 

Assault upon public officer, 1 

Assault and battery, 2 

23 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 8 

do do county jail and fined, 2 

Discharged, 8 

Still pending, 10 

— 23 

Wayne County — James A^ Van Dyke^ Prosecuting Attorney. 

Murder, 2 

Assault with intent to murder,, 2 

Rape, ^3 

Assault with intent to commit rape, 2 

Mayhem, 

Perjury, 

Forgery, 

Destroying ballot box. 

Neglect of duty as inspector of election. 

Illegal voting. 

Larceny, 25 

Receiving stolen goods, 4 

Passing counterfeit money, 2 

Having counterfeit bills with intent, dec, 2 

Obtaining goods upon false pretences, 5 

Malicious destruction of property, 4 

Resisting officer, 4 

Conspiracy, 8 



1 
1 
1 

5 
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Keeping bawdy house, 3 

Assault and battery, 28 

103 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 25 

do do county jail and fined, 35 

do sentence suspended, 4 

Discharged, 20 

Still pending, ^ 

BecapUulatiofL 

Murder, * 

Assault with intent to murder, 11 

Aiding and abetting in do 
Threatening to stab. 
Mayhem,, 

Rape, 

Assault with intent, &&, ^ 

Perjury, ^* 

Forgery, 11 

Defacing town records, 1 
Destroying ballot box, 
A^rson, 

Burglary, • 

Attempt to rob, * 1 

Horse stealing, 1 

Larceny, m 

Receiving stolen goods, • 1* 

Counterfeiting coin, ® 

Issuing spurious money, 1 

Passing counterfeit money, 12 

Having counterfeit bills with intent, &c.| ^ 

Escaping from state prison, ^ 

Breaking jail, ^ 

Aiding prisoners to escape, ^ 

Polygamy, 1 

Bigamy, 1 

Adultery and fornication, 1^ 



1, 
4 



1 
1 



1 

16 
1 
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Buggery, ^ 

Indecency and gross lewdness, ^ 

Keeping disorderly house, ^ 

Disorderly conduct, ^ 

Cruel treatment to children, 55 
Cruelty to animals. 
Oppression by public officer. 

Resisting public officer, 1^ 

Cheating and gross fraud, ^ 

Fraud under general banking law, 1 

Obtaining goods under false pretences, l^ 

Gaming, ^ 

Embezzlement, 

Conspiracy, 

Challenging to fight duel. 

Official misconduct, ^ 

Illegal horse racing, ^ 

Disturbing religious worship, 1^ 

Illegal voting. 

Neglect of duty as inspector of elections. 

Libel, 

Riot, 

Assault and battery, 89 

Mill pond nuisance, ^ 

Keeping nuisance on premises, ^ 

Belling liquor without license, ^ 

Selling liquor to Indians, ^ 

Malicious trespass, 4 

Trespass on school lands, ^ 

Keeping nine pin alley, ^ 

Constable not paying over money collected, 1 

Forcible entry and detainer, ^ 

Malicious destruction of property. 



4 

1 

2 

42 



4 



Total, 568 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 41 

do do county jail or fined, 79 
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Convicted and judgment suspended, 8 

do judgment not stated, 13 

do ordered to abate nuisance, 1 

Discharged, 151 

Still pending, 260 
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To the Hon, Z. Platt, Attorney General of the State of Michigan : 
The undersigned, prosecuting attorney of the county of Wayne* 
respectfully reports, that on the last day of December, in the year 
eighteen hundred and forty, I made out and submitted to your prede- 
cessor, my report for a period of time preceding that day ; and the 
following \B intended to embrace the year which haa now nearly 
elapsed, since the date of my said last report 

I am aware that a section of the revised statutes requires a report 
of this kind, to contain a particular account of the amount and kind 
of official business done in the course of the preceding year, by the 
prosecuting attorney. But a literal compliance with said sectiout 
would not be practicable, and, even if practicable, would neither be 
useful nor interesting. 

la the course of the year, a prosecuting attorney is called upon 
almost daily, to advise with some one of the various civil officers of 
a county, in relation to matters arising in the di3cfaarge of their du* 
ties. And an almost unceasing train of attentions and services, not 
particularly defined by law, are incumbent on every prosecuting offi- 
cer, in the faithful execution of his office* a minute detail of which 
he cannot keep or give, and which cease to be interesting with their 
peiformance. 

In Wayne county, there will probably always be a large number 
of criminal prosecutions, whilst men continue to be sul^ect to do 
wrong. 

This county contains a city, which is the Boarboard of the state ; 
situate within sight of a foreign government ; remarkably easy of 
access to, and departure from ; and hence she has within her limits* 
not only a large population of every variety of color, language and 
passions, but is also continually a place of resort of o^ndem from 
this and other states. This renders the office of a prosecutor oner* 
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ous and responsible ; and every day he is engaged in listening to 
complaints, or in investigating them before the justices of tho peace. 
These preliminary examinations before magistrates, are wise pro- 
visions of the law ; are frequently interesting, and might, perhapsi 
{iroperly be embraced within a report ; but they are so numerous 
that I will not attempt to detail them. 

Of trials before tbe courts of special sessions, I cannot give any 
satisfactory account They are frequently carried on without its 
being necessary to notify the prosecuting attorney. 1 have attended 
some ten or fifteen during the past year in the city and county, but 
will not dwell at length upon them, unless you should desire it. 

These <k>urts dispose of a large number of assaults and batteries 
and petty larcenies, which would otherwise infest the courts of high- 
er jurisdiction ; and I think that generally these courts appear to 
answer in this county, the purposes of their organization. 

I suppose that. the principal object of requiring these reports, is 
that the legislature may learn something from these sources of the 
moral condition of the state ; of the increase or decrease of crime ; 
of the kind of criminal prosecutions and their results ; of the success 
which, under the laws, attends the administration of criminal justice ; 
and of the defects which exbt in the law, if nny there be, and which 
should be remedied ; so that the law making power may the better 
legislate in matters so intimately concerning life, liberty, character 
and property. 

You are aware, that all criminal prosecutions of a higher grade 
afe carried on in this county, in a court of recent organization, call- 
ed *• the distrwt court of Ihe county of Wayne," and which, I beg 
leave to say, in every point of view, whether for the guilty or the 
iniiocent, for the people of the state as plaintifis, or of any one of 
them as defendants, or whether for the purposes of economy and the 
speedy and just administration of justice, is a tribunal which, in my 
bumble opinion, should not be abolished. 

In this court, during the year preceding the date hereof, we have 
had forty-five jury trials, in four terms of the court. In these trials 
twelve persons were found not guilty ; in two cases the jury disa* 
greedy and the balance of about thirty persons were found guilty* 

Vol. IL 55 



484 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

There have been also a number of confessions of guilt entered in 
open court 

Twenty persons during the past year have been discharged, after 
being indicted. Some in cases of assault and battery where the com- 
plainants and defendants settled their own troubles ; two or three 
where the complainant and witnesses could not be found after seve^ 
ral terms, and the balance on the verdict of the jury. I think that 
about a like number of cases were ignored by ihe grand jurys, and 
the persons implicated, of course discharged. There are a large 
number of indictments on file, where they have been resting for 
many years, as the defendants therein cannot be arrested, having 
fled from justice. But of the cases for trial, where the parties aro 
to be had, there does not remain more than six undisposed of. 

Of those who have plead, or been found guilty, there are four 
cases in which sentences remain suspended. 

During the past year fifteen persons have been sentenced to pay 
fine and costs ; &\e to the county jail, and twenty-five to the state 
prison. 

[Here follows a detailed statement of the criminal business.] 

Some dlfierence may be found in the above abstract and the other 
portion of the report, which grows out of the fact, that the above 
includes some cases before courts of special sessions, which was not 
intended when the other part of the report was drawn. 

I believe the above list will show you that the <* kind and amount 
of official business'^ in Wayne county, is both varied and large. It 
includes offences of almost every hue, from murder to keeping a 
bawdy house. 

1 hope sincerely that the example of the past year, may deter 
many from pursuing the dark path of crime. That the fact, that 
twenty-five persons have been sent to the staters prison in so short a 
period, may induce those who dream that they may commit crime 
and go unpunished, that the eye of the law will detect them, and the 
stern arm of justice bring them to speedy punishment. 

There are some portions of our laws which, in my humble opi- 
nion, require the prompt action of the legislature. It strikes me, 
however, that only those which absolutely require amendment should 
be touched. The constant change and increase of our laws; ren^ 
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iders it highly inconvenient and prejudicial to every interest. There 
ere, however, two or three subjects which I suggest to you, as pro- 
per onesr for the immediate action of the proper power. 

On page 634 of the revised statutes, commences a chapter enti* 
tied ** Of forgery and counterfeiting," which is one of the most im- 
portant in- the book. This chapter provides for the forgery of any 
accountable receipt for money, which would include certificates of 
deposit, dec, but it does not provide punishment for having such in- 
struments in possession, with intent to pass ; nor for having fraudu- 
lent notes with such intent. As 1 have already had a personal inter- 
view with you on this subject, I will not spin out my report further 
than to notice the law passed last winter, intended to preserve the 
purity of elections, and commencing on page 185 of the session laws 
of 1841. Section three of this act makes it a misdemeanor for any 
person, not a qualified voter j to vote at any election, or to vote in a 
ward or town in which he does not reside, or to vote more than once 
at the same election. But suppose a person who is a qualified voter 
shall vote more than once at the same election, what punishment is 
provided for him ? It may ' be said that it was the intention of the 
legislature to cover this case. But penal statutes must be construed 
strictly, and there is no doubt as to what the words of this section in 
plain English mean ; and, moreover, the legislature, in passing this 
law, repealed the provisions of the revised statutes providing for such 
a case as this. On a revisal of the whole of this chapter, the same 
difficulty as the one above alluded to, will be found running through' 
out 

AH which is respectfully submitted 

JAMES A. VAN DYKE, 
Prosecutijig Attorney^ Wayne co.^ Miek 

Ikiroitf December 24, 1841. 

N. B. The above report, aAer being printed and while yet in the 
office of the state printer, was destroyed by fire ; and it became ne- 
cessary, therefore, to prepare and print another. This will account 
for the delay in its appearance. 

Z. PLATT, Aiiomey Oemral 
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[No. 9.] / 
Annual Report of the State Geologist. 

Office op State Geologi8t, 7 

Detroit, January 25, 1842. \ 

To the Eton, Senate^ and Souse of Representatives of Michigan: 

I have the honor to lay before you the accompanying report, rela-* 
live to the progress which has been made in the geological and topo^ 
graphical surveys of our state, since the date of the last report from 

4 

this department. In this communication my remarks will be con^ 
fined almost exclusively, to the condition and wants of the depart- 
ment, leaving the details of what has been accomplished for the final 
report, upon the whole work. 

During the current year the geological and topographical surveys 
have progessed steadily towards completion, though in consequence 
of the reduction of the number engaged in the work, which became 
liecessary in consequence of the comparatively small amount of funcb 
applicable to that object, the amount of work accomplished has been 
somewhat less than that of the preceding year. The labor so applied 
has been chifly devoted to the westerly portion of the upper penin- 
sula, including a part of that which may be de«gnated as the moun- 
tainous district of our state, while a smaller proportion of the labor 
has been directed towards a closing up and completion of the surveys 
upon the lower, or southern peninsula. 

In connection with duties assigned me relative to the boundary 
line between our own state and Wisconsin, I have been enabled to 
complete a very perfect Geological section of nearly 180 miles in 
length, crossing from the mouth of Montreal river of lake Superior, 
to the mouth of the Monominee river of Green Bay, a district highly 
interesting both in its geological and topographical features. This 
section crosses the upper peninsula somewhat further west, than any 
of the sections I have heretofore made. 

In addition to this a large amount of work has been performed in 
the mountainous region stretchiug from Montreal riter to Ontona- 
gon river, and extending southerly from lake Superior, a distance of 
borne forty miles, iucluding what may be termed the loesterly portion 
•f the copper district, within our etate. This district had been but 
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Ipartlally examined the preceding year, the examinations of that yeax* 
having been more particularly directed to a district of country lying 
east from it. 

Several geological sections have been completed across this intri* 
cate region, and notwithstanding the many obstacles imposed by the 
mountainous and wild character of the country, the surveys of this 
district have boon completed with as much minuteness as an adhe- 
rence to the original plan of the survey would permit. In addition 
to the several geological sections completed, all the rivers entering 
lake Superior between and including the two streams mentioned, 
have been carefully examined to their very sources, and the Porcu- 
pine mountains have been traced out through almost their entire 
range. 

These surveys of the westerly part of the upper peninsula have 
added much valuable information to that before collected respecting 
the geology and topography of that interesting portion of our state, 
and have served to add confidence to our previously expressed opin- 
ion respecting its value for its minerals and for agricultural purposes. 
The general geological and mineralogical character of this country 
was so fully given in a previous report, that it is not conceived to be 
necessary, at this time, to make further allusion to it, except to add 
that the copper ores associated with the altered congiomerate and i 
sandstone rocks, in this portion of the range have been found to be 
more extensive than was originally supposed. In character these 
ores closely resemble those heretofore described as existing in the 
Eeweena point range ; but associated with these ores, or in the rocks 
of the immediate vicinity, several minerals have been found in abun- 
dance, which have been comparatively rarely noticed in other por^ 
tions of the range. Among these are prehnite, stellite, lomonite, 
heulandite, harmotome, &c., the first mentioned having been noticed 
in veins varying from 16 to 18 inches in thickness. 

The southerly range of mountains traversing the upper peninsula, 
and which in a previous report has been referred to, as commencing 
at a point a little north-westerly from the mouth of Chocolate river 
of lake Superior, has been found to oe continued in a south-wobterly 
direction, with a gradually diminished altitude across the Monominee 
river of Green Bay, into the territory of Wisconsin* This chain of 
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mountains through a portion of its course has a direction nearly par" 
dlel to that of Green Bay, and frequently approaches to within 25 
or 30 miles of the coast of that bay. It will be recollected that the 
northerly portion of this mounlain range was described as being cont- 
posed of sienitic and gneessoid granites, flanked on the south by mica^ 
talcose and chloritic slates and quortz rock, the separate members of 
the group being frequently traversed by dykes of trap, and with oc- 
casional knobly hills of the latter rock. Presque Isle of lake Supe* 
rior, made up of trap and altered sandrock, in which rocks were 
found numerous small ramifying veins of the sulphurets of lead, cop- 
per and iron, was referred to as a portion of this mountain range. 

This southerly chain of mountains, with its hills and dykes of trap, 
though the elevation in a south-westerly direction is considerably 
lessened, preserves very nearly similar geological characters to that 
portion before described, and the rocks, in the vicinity of the trap, 
were frequently found to contain similar minerals to those observed 
in the vicinity of lake superior. The direction of this range is such 
as to leave no doubt but the low knobs of syenitic granite in the vi- 
cinity of Puckaway lake of Fox river, and the more elevated knobs 
of trap and altered rock lying a short distance to the north, in Wis- 
consin, belong to the same system of rocks, and since the hilly dis- 
trict of the Wisconsin river would fall within this range, it may be 
fairly inferred that the disturbance of the stratified sandstones and 
limestones of this region may hare originated from the same causes 
which have produced the more elevated mountains on the south of 

lake Superior. 

This subject possesses a high degree of interest, from the fact that 
within the limits of this range would fall the lead district of Wiscon- 
sin and Iowa, and this inference is rendered the more probable from 
the remarkable similarity in the character of the contained minerals.* 
Thus far I have been unable to trace any portion of the great lime- 
stone formation of tlie upper peninsula, to any near proximity to 
this range, where the same traverses that portion of Michigan, and 
thus far in tracing the range westwardly no considerable depositee of 

* It ihoald be recollected that ibe outer or northern range ofmountaiM of lake Superior eon- 
gtftutea what hoa been called the true copper district, and that in this district no iead and none of 
die ores of which sulphur is a eonsiituent, have been noticed, while in the southern range, la 
Wchigaa, tiie ores arc almoKentlrely snlphorets, and lead occurs more abaodajiUy than copper. 
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lead have been found until the lower rocks are covered by heavy de- 
posites of limestone ; which would lead to the inference that these 
upper deposites have performed an important part in arresting and 
fixing the minerals referred to, and which minerals may fairly be in- 
ferred to have had their origin from the lower rocks, to which refer- 
ence has been made. If the position thus assumed be tenable, we 
can scarcely look for heavy deposites of lead within that por.ion of 
the southerly range of mountains traversing the upper peninsula of 
Michigan, for the reason that the upper formations are wanting, at 
least they are so through all that portion of the district that has been 
minutely examined. 

In the surveys of the upper peninsula east from Chocolate river, 
I have derived very great assistance from Hon. Wm. A Burt, who, 
during the last two years has been engaged in surveying the United 
States township lines, for through his kindness I have been enabled 
to locate and determine, much more minutely than could otherwise 
have been done, the range of the several rock forniations over a very 
large district of country. 

The^field work of the geological and topographical surveys, upon 
the plan originally contemplated, is now mainly completed, on a few 
detached portions remaining, where points have not been safficiently 
settled, and since the completion of these will not require the service 
of assisiants, the board has been so far reduced that there now re- 
mains attached to the survey only the assistant in the topographical 
department. 

Although, as has before been stated, the amount of field work re- 
maining to be done is comparatively small, there still remains much 
to be done, in arranging the materials accumulated, for a final re- 
port upon the entire work. For the chemical analysis there was 
originally no provision made, and this duty which in the geological 
surveys of roost of the states has been performed by a distinct officer, 
in this state has devolved upon the principal of the survey. Here- 
tofore the press of business in the other departments of the survey 
has prevented a proper attention to the analytical portion o£ the 
work, much of which is still unfinished and will require a considera- 
ble amount of labor for its completion. 

The drafting from field notes^ returned from the geological survey 
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proper^'has progessed as rapidly as circumstances would permit, but 
since in the topographical department there has been only a single 
assistant, the amount of drafling has continued to accumulate upon 
his hands, and there yet remains an amount to be done which can 
scarcely be accomplished in an entire year. 

The fund applicable to these objects is now absorbed, and there 
will be required for the completion of the limited amount of field 
work, drafting, analysis and contingent expenses, a small appropria- 
tion. 

By an act of the honorable legislature, approved March 28, 1840, 
the state geologist was directed to *' cause to be published a map of 
the state, and of the several counties therein,^^ and the sum of two 
thousand dollars was appropriated to that object Immediate steps 
were taken for carrying out the provisions of this act, and most of 
the separate organized counties of the state have been drawn, upon 
a scale of foui miles to the inch, and are now ready for the engra- 
» ver. Of these, six counties have been engraved, viz : Hillsdale, 
Lenawee, Branch, Calhoun, Jackson and Washtenaw, and the maps 
would have been thrown before the public, as fast as the engraving 
would permit, had not the condition of the treasury made it impossi- 
ble for me to place funds in such shape« without submitting to a rate 
of discount which would be unwarrantable, to enable me to procure 
the materials necessary for the publication. Had these circumstan* 
ces not prevented, in addition to the counties before mentioned, those 
of St. Joseph, Cass, Berrien, Monroe, Allegan, Kalamazoo, Van 
Buren, Oakland, Livingston, Ingham, Eaton, Barry and Shiawassee, 
would all, or nearly all, have been published before this date. 

By the act authorizing the publications referred to, *' the state geo- 
logist, auditor general, and state treasurer, are authorized to adopt 
such measures for the sale and distribution of the maps as to them 
may seem expedient," and it is confidently believed that the sales of 
the same will speedily replace in the treasury the amount which may 
be drawn for their publication. Under whatever circumstances this 
subject may be viewed, it is deeply to be regretted that the amount 
appropriated for this purpose cannot be realized in such a way as to 
secure the publication at once, for it is conceived that the best inte* 
rests of the state call for a diasemination of the information which 
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these maps oontaiiiy und that this should be done as speedily as possi- 
ble. 

No portion of the fund set apart for the publication of maps has 
been drawn since the date of my last report upon this subject^ and 
there remains in the treasury^ applicable to that object, the sum of 
flAeen hundred dollars. 

Under the provisions of a joint resolution, approved February % 
I64I9 1 was instructed by the executive of the state, to act as com- 
missioner upon the part of this state, in relation to the boundary lin^ 
between Michigan and Wisconsin, and this duty has been performed 
so far as circumstances would permit the same to be done. The re- 
solution, which contemplated the performance of this duty by the 
state geologist, made no provision for such expenses as would be in- 
cident thereto, and, in consequence, it became necessary, in order to 
carry the provisions of the resolution into effect, to divert a portion 
of the funds set apart for the geological survey, to that purpose. In 
addition to the injustice which is thus done in charging to the account 
of the geological survey, expenditures which do not legitimately be- 
long to it, the effect has been to absorb an amount which was abso^ 
lutely required for the operations of the department 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

DOUGLASS HOUGHTON, 

8iaU 
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